
 

 
 

Capt. Harry Roy Pomroy 
 

 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club:  B Grade (1914), B & A Grade (1915) 

 

Degree:  MB BS (1918) 



 

 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to 

ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Harry Roy 

Pomroy.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

(Those men who enlisted, but either because of cessation of hostilities or other reasons did not serve overseas are 

still included in the list of AUFC & AUCC players recognised as serving their Country. Our men who enlisted later 

in 1918 were not to know that Germany would surrender on 11th November 1918 and so their courage and 

commitment to serve should still be recognised.) 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 



 

 
Service Record 
 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8017949 

 

 
  

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8017949


 

Published Biography 
 
Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who Served in World War 1, 

C Verco, A Summers, T Swain & M Jelly. July 2014 

 

 



 

Additional Biography 
 
Early Life 
 
Harry Roy Pomroy was born on the 3rd of March 1895 at Cross Road, Moonta, the son of Harry Pomroy and Hester 
Ann Osborne.  
 

Schooling 
Harry was educated at Wallaroo Mines District High School and the Kadina Continuation School winning an 
exhibition to Adelaide High School in January 1909. 
 

 
 

While at Adelaide High School Harry passed a further four Primary Examinations in October 1909, followed by Senior 

Examinations in 1910 and in 1911 when he passed Latin. Trigonometry, Inorganic Chemistry, German, Arithmetic and 

Algebra, and Physics; obtaining credits in the four last named subjects. He was placed eighteenth on the General 

Honours List. 

 

In 1912 Harry was seventh on the General Honours list and first in chemistry and second in geometry and 

trigonometry. In 1913 Harry was a School Prefect and he topped the General Honours List and qualified to study 

medicine at Adelaide University and was awarded the Hartley Scholarship.  

 

 
 

Harry played tennis and football for Adelaide High School (1911-1913). He played football in Past versus Present 

teams and went to Melbourne in 1912 to play against the Melbourne High School.  

 



 

At the Christian Brother’s College Annual Sports in November 1913 with other schools also invited to participate, 

Harry came second in the 100 yards Inter-Collegiate Championship race.  

1911 - AHS Tennis Team 

 
H.R Pomroy – Seated – Far Left 

 

1912 – Party of AHS Boys and Staff Visiting Melbourne High School 

 
H.R. Pomroy – Second row from Front – Fourth from Right 



 

1913 - AHS – School Prefects 

 

H.R. Pomroy – Front Row – Far Right 

 

1913 – AHS Football Team 

 

H.R. Pomroy – Middle Row – Third from Right 

(Original naming does not include the name of the boy standing at the far right of the middle row) 



 

1913 – AHS – First Tennis Team 

 

H.R. Pomroy – Standing – Second from Left 

 

Adelaide University 
 
Harry commenced studying medicine at Adelaide University in 1914 and graduated MB BS in 1918. 

 

Faculty of Medicine Graduates, 1918 

 
Standing – Left to Right- J. McNeil, W.K. Collins, H.R. Pomroy, R. Cilento, C. Gurner, K.W. Bollen, 

Sitting – Left to Right J. Keipert, B. Shanasy (non-graduate), L.A. Wilson, 

P. McGlew, D.R. Wallmann, P.S. Messent, R.L.T. Grant, 

Front (left to right): W. Webb (non-graduate), L.W. Linn 

 
University Sport 
 
Athletics 
Harry competed in the 135 yards flat race that the Adelaide University Sports in May 1914, coming in 11th place in a 
field of 14. 
 
Football 
Harry played football for the Adelaide University Football Club in 1914 and 1915. He predominantly played in the B 
Grade in the Adelaide Students’ Association but in 1915 he did play some A Grade matches in the Amateur League. 
In 1914 Harry was a member of the premiership winning Adelaide University B team. Harry’s surname was 
frequently in the papers as Pomeroy instead of Pomroy.  



 

1914 - Adelaide Student’s Association Premiers – Adelaide University B Grade 

 
H.R. Pomroy – Back Row - Fourth from Right 

(Note – only 10 of the 12 men in the back row are named in the newspaper article) 

 
World War I 
 
Harry enlisted on the 26th of November 1918 by which time hostilities had ceased, however doctors were still 
needed to provide for the health of returning soldiers.  
 
Although he had chosen to complete his medical studies, Harry (a drummer) was a member of the Exhibition Camp 
Military Band which frequently performed at parades and concerts during the War Years.  
 

 
H.R. Pomroy –  Front - right of drum 

 
By December 1918, Harry had been posted to the 5th Military District (Western Australia) where he served for over a 
year. While there he contracted influenza and was quarantined. He then returned to the 4th Military District (South 
Australia). His appointment was terminated on the 17th January 1920. 
 



 

Post War Career and Family Life 

After his war service Harry commenced private practice at Cowell on Eyre Peninsula, SA and was soon back on the 

tennis courts, playing in a tournament in April 1920. He practiced medicine at the Jervois County Hospital. Harry 

became involved in local activities and was on the committee of the Franklin Harbour Institute. He was honorary 

surgeon for the Franklin Harbour A.H. & F. Society and in October 1921 he became the president of the Cowell 

Cricket Club. Harry donated a medal to the Franklin Harbour Football Association for presentation to the best all 

round player.  

 

In February 1922, Harry left Eyre Peninsula to undertake further studies in the United Kingdom. 

 

 

In February 1924, Harry’s sister, Mrs R James, received word that Harry had successfully passed the first exam for the 

Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons (F.R.C.S.). In July 1927, his parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. Pomroy, of Wallaroo 

Mines, were advised that Harry had gained his F.R.C.S. (London).  

 

 

In October 1925 Harry was appointed resident surgeon at the Poplars Hospital for Accidents, London. Harry was in 

Vienna in early 1927 when he advised his parents that he had booked a passage on the Hobsons Bay which was 

expected to reach Australia in early March that year. His brother, Richard O. Pomroy, B.E., who had been in the UK 

for some years working with Vickers Ltd and Glovers Ltd, Manchester, was leaving for Australia in February 1927. 

Harry was back in South Australia by the middle of March and payed a visit to Cowell. Harry’s F.R.C.S. was formally 

recognised by the South Australian Medical Board in August 1928.  

Sadly for Harry, his father passed away in December 1928, aged only 64. Harry (Snr) was at the time of his death was 

an underground official at the Moonta and Wallaroo Mining Company and a lecturer at the Moonta School of Mines. 

From 1905 until about 1926, he was the chief underground surveyor for that company. He left a widow, three sons 

and seven daughters. 



 

In January 1929 Harry was appointed an honorary demonstrator in anatomy at the Adelaide University Faculty of 

Medicine and in February 1929 he took over as acting medical officer of the venereal clinic (male section) of 

Adelaide Hospital. Harry was appointed honorary assistant surgeon at the Adelaide Hospital in December 1931 and 

in March 1933 he was one of the South Australian surgeons attending the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons 

conference in Sydney. 
 

1935 – Teaching Staff – Adelaide University Faculty of Medicine 

 
H.R. Pomroy – Third Row – Eleventh from Left 

Front row: H. M. Jay, H. Gilbert, J. Brook Lewis, Helen M. Mayo, Sir Henry Newland, Professor A. Killen Macbeth, Professor T. Harvey Johnston, Professor J. B. 
Cleland, C. T. Ch. de Crespigny (Dean), Professor H. J. Wilkinson, Professor J. G. Wood, Professor Kerr Grant, R. S. Rogers, A. M. Cudmore, W. Anstey Giles, W. 

Ray, Edgar Brown, C. S. Mead. 
Second row: F. J. B. Miller, F. H. Beare, R. T. Binns, H. M. Birch, J. R. S. G. Beard, R. F. Matters, R. E. Magarey, H. C. Nott, E. F. Gartrell, I. B. Jose, W. T. Cooke, 

A. T. Britten Jones, M. T. Cockburn, A. E. Platt, Mary T. Burnell (nee Angel). 
Third row: A. E. Shepherd, E. A. Matison, R. A. Laughton, A. L. Dawkins, R. M. Glynn, A. H. Lendon, K. S. Hetzel, P. Santo Messent, F. H. Makin, G. H. 

Ramsbottom, H. R. Pomroy, A. D. Lamphee, C. O. F. Rieger, W. C. T. Upton, H. E. Pellew, N. S. Gunning, S. R. Burston, I. A. Hamilton. 
Fourth row: W. Sangster, B. H. Swift, D. L. Barlow, H. M. Fisher, W. A. Pryor, W. J. W. Close, R. N. Reilly, A. J. Hakendorf, E. Couper Black, L. A. Wilson, R. G. 

Ch. de Crespigny, Laura M. A. Green, J. G. Sleeman, M. L. Mitchell, M. Schneider. 
Fifth row: G. H. B. Black, L. O. Betts, G. H. Solomon, R. S. Burdon, R. L. T. Grant, B. S. Muecke, E. Angas Johnson, J. Andrews, J. C. Mayo, A. G. Schroeder, A. F. 

Hobbs 

 

 

H.R. Pomroy  

(from above photo) 



 

Harry travelled to the UK in April 1936 to undertake further studies. While in the UK he became engaged to Miss 
Elizabeth Nelson Rowland of Oxford (born 7th November 1906). His engagement was announced in October and the 
couple married before departing from London on the 20th of November 1936 onboard the Mongolia of the P & O 
Steam Navigation Company. Harry and Elizabeth arrived in Adelaide on the 2nd of January 1936.  
 

 
 

 

Harry and Elizabeth Pomroy – At Left 

Harry and Elizabeth’s son (Andrew) was born on the 27th of October 1937. 



 

Harry was appointed lecturer in operative surgery at the Adelaide University Medical School in March 1938 following 

the resignation from the position of Sir Henry Newland .  

 

In September 1938 Harry was rebuked by Mr Justice Napier for failing to attend the court when subpoenaed to do 

so. 

 



 

World War II 
Harry enlisted for WWII on the 1st November 1940 and held the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He was living at Fitzroy 
at the date of his enlistment. Harry’s WWII record is not yet open to the public. 
 
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/584678 
 

Service Numbers: S1473, SX25165 

Enlisted: 1 November 1940, Wayville, SA  

Last Rank: Lieutenant Colonel 

Last Unit: Not yet discovered  

Born: Moonta, SA, 3 March 1895 

Home Town: Fitzroy, Prospect, South Australia 

Died: Illness, Australia, 10 March 1943, aged 48 years 

Cemetery: Not yet discovered  

Memorials:  

 

World War 2 Service 

1 Nov 1940: Involvement Lieutenant Colonel, SN S1473  

1 Nov 1940: Involvement Lieutenant Colonel, SN SX25165  

1 Nov 1940: Enlisted Wayville, SA  

 
In February 1941 a story appeared in the newspaper concerning Andrew’s christening in water from the 
River Jordan. 
 

 
 

On the 17th of April 1941, Harry and Elizabeth’s second son, Harry was born. Tragically, young Harry lived only two 

days. He passed away on the 19th of April 1941 and was buried at the West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide.  

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/584678


 

Death 

On the 10th of March 1943 at a Military Hospital near Adelaide, Lieut-Col. Harry Roy Pomroy, A.A.M.A., A.I.F. passed 

away aged 48 years leaving his wife Elizabeth and son Andrew. Harry is buried at Centennial Park Cemetery, 

Adelaide. 

 

 
 

Legacy 

Harry’s widow, Elizabeth Nelson Pomroy, enlisted (SN VF516855) at the 3 Australian AWS Rec Dep Victoria, giving 

her next-of-kin as Gladys Osborn. Her WWII record is not yet open to the public. After serving in the Australian 

Women’s Army Service, “up north”, Elizabeth moved to Melbourne and in May 1945 she was preparing to travel to 

the UK with her son Andrew. Elizabeth and Andrew arrived at Liverpool, UK on the 11th of July 1945 onboard the 

M.V. Waipara and resided at 32 Kippen Road, Possilpark, Glasgow, Scotland. They returned to Australia onboard the 

S.S. Asturias in June1947 , they disembarked in Melbourne and gave 13 Edwin Ave, Collinswood, SA as their address.  

 

Harry and Elizabeth’s son, Andrew Frederick Pomroy, attended Adelaide High School from at least 1950 to December 

1954 and won the Sir Hugh Cairns Memorial Prize and was planning to commence studying medicine at Adelaide 

University in 1955. 

 



 

In October 1954, aged 46 Elizabeth departed from Sydney and arrived in Southampton, England onboard the Largs 

Bay, her occupation was a nurse. Elizabeth is likely to be the Elizabeth N. Pomroy whose death was registered in 

December 1961 at Lambeth, London (England & Wales, Civil Registration Death Index, 1916-2007, Volume 5c page 

1254). 

 

No records have been located to indicate that Andrew graduated from either Adelaide University or have records 

been located that indicate that Andrew followed his mother to the UK. As the bulk of newspapers for South Australia 

are not digitised beyond December 1954, nothing further has been located to tell Andrew’s story. 

 

 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer 
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