T/Surgeon Sydney O’Neill (RAN)

Played with Adelaide University

MOBjL1TATE VIGEMUS

Football Club: B Grade (1913-15)
Degree — MB BS (1917)




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive
behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide
University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our
players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These
brave men put on hold their academic, professional and
sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace
and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is
endeavouring to identify every one of our players who
served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their
sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University
Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a
picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with
each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an
AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Sydney O’Neill.
It is compilation of information and photographs collected from

a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE
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https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5423374

Published Biography

Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who Served in World War 1,

C Verco, A Summers, T Swain & M Jelly. July 2014

O’NEILL Sydney
MB BS FRCS

s,

1895 - 1961

Sydney O’Neill was born in Richmond, Victoria on the
25th January 1895, son of Arthur O’Neill and Maud
Evelyn nee Williams. He was educated at the Adelaide
High School and qualified for a Government Bursary
to study medicine at the University of Adelaide with
his best friend John Besley Gillen. O’Neill graduated
in July 1917 and lived at Palmerston Rd, North Unley.

O'Neill joined the naval cadets prior to WW1; the
University of Adelaide archives record that he served
in the RAN. The RAN service card is the only record
of his service during WW1 as a temporary surgeon
PNF (S) with his appointment from the 6th August
1917 until demobilisation on 1st December 1919.

O'Neill completed his FRCS in London after the
war and returned to Australia where he established
a practice in Sydney, NSW. He married Grace Mary
Smith, daughter of Mrs Theresa Smith and the late
Charles Smith of “Fairholme”, Guildford, Western
Australia on 7th February 1924. The couple left for
Sydney on the overland express train on the evening
of the wedding. However, by March 1925, he was
living in Western Australia and had commenced a

practice at 1290 Hay St, Perth. Whilst attending a
function at Government House ballroom in Perth,
on 26th August 1925, he unfortunately witnessed
the shooting of a man close to him and was a witness
in the subsequent court case. O’Neill moved back
to NSW in the 1940s, and was embroiled in a legal
case in 1943 when the house he owned at 13 Carr St,
Coogee, was rented out and used as a convalescent
and rest home for aged people. O’Neill required the
home to be vacated for his wife and two children.
He won the case and the house was vacated. He
continued to practice in NSW. Sydney O’Neill died
on 14th November 1961 in NSW and was survived by
his wife and his son and his daughter.

Sources:

Personal Interview and Photo Bob Gillen.
The Register Adelaide 16th December 1911
The Register Adelaide 23rd November 1912
The Register Adelaide 10th July 1917
Sunday Times Perth 17th February 1924
Daily News Perth 21 March 1925

Daily News Perth 8th October 1925.

The West Australian 2nd March 1943
Ancestry .com

Note — some details in this biography differ from the profiler’s research on the life of Sydney O’Neill detailed

below.




Biography
Early Life

Sydney O’Neill was born on the 25™ January 1895 in Richmond, Victoria, the son of Arthur Henry O’Neill and Maud
Evelyn Williams. The family moved to Adelaide before 1908. Arthur was a clerk and the family lived at 44 Palmerston
Road, North Unley, SA.

Schooling

Sydney attended Adelaide High School where in December 1908 he won an exhibition and in 1909 he passed his
Primary Examinations followed by Senior Examinations in 1910. He was on the general honours list and won a
bursary to attend Adelaide University.

While at AHS, Sydney played football and represented the school in both 1910 and 1911. The first picture below is of
the Football and Rifle teams who travelled to Victoria to play the Melbourne Continuation School in matches in
Michaelmas Holidays in 1910.

1910 - Adelaide High School Football and Rifle Team
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ADELAIDE HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL AND RIFLE TEAMS
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S. O’Neill — Second to Back Row — Second Footballer from Right




1911 Adelaide High School - First Eighteen Football Team

S. O’Neill - Top Row — Third from Right
Top Row (L-R) E Johncock, K Parham, A Limb, C Boorn, H Buzacock, S O’Neill, E Haese, J Keipert
Middle Row (L-R) C Holten, E Broadbent, R Thomas, L Carthew (c), C Mugford (v-c), C Orr, T Williams
Front Row (L-R) N Somerville, J Johncock, S Tiver, S Oliver, S Pearce

Adelaide University
Sydney commenced studying medicine at Adelaide University in 1912 and graduated MB BS in July 1917.

UNIVERSITY HONOURS.

The Prince of Wales Theatre, at the
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University Sport

Sydney played football for the Adelaide University B Grade in the Adelaide Students’ Association competition in the
1913, 1914 and 1915 seasons.

: ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY B FOOTBALL TEAM. \
Hack Row—(YNeill, Webb, Stoaie, Sweeney, Tmmcke, eBaumont, Webb, Pom roy, Piper, and Gillen.
Middie Row - Shanasy, Guymer, Tur ner, Guymer, Dowling. Lo -t
Front Row -Padman, Lauric, Rodger, Beare, Rayner. Marchagt Photo.

1914 - Adelaide University B Team
World War |

Sydney was appointed a Temporary Surgeon in the Royal Australian Navy on the 6 August 1917 and served aboard
the ‘Cerberus’ from the 6 August to the 14™" December 1917 and on the ‘Encounter’ from the 15" December 1917
to the 1% December 1919 when he was demobilised.

Extract of letter from Surgeon J. B. Gillen, R AN, HMA S, "Brisbane” :-

"Just a line to let you know although far away one has not altogether forgotten the old
School. Fancy! Middle of winter, and I am wrnting this clad i white trousers and singlet.
with my electric fan going at full belt to keep me cool I heard from Syd. ONeill several
weeks ago. He is having a good trip, and is a much travelled chap now. We have five ‘varsity
men on board - two New South Wales. one Melboume. one New Zealand. and myself. Our
'varsity degrees seem to mean a good deal in the other States, and what I have seen I think
our chaps can hold their own readily. The discipline in this service is splendid, and one gets
mto a very good routine. Everything seems to work like clockwork. We run a very good
moving picture show on board when at anchor, and we have some very good films. These
shows buck up the men tremendously, and keep their attention diverted from wrong channels.
The world 1s very small. Several days ago I met a man whose wife worked at the same
dissecting table at the 'varsity with me five years ago. Since then she has marned him. of
course. I was introduced to this chap, and he said, 'O, you are a crow-eater. too!' I looked
surprised, and asked him how he knew. and he told me he had heard of me from his wife.
One 15 always running up against people like this. and it 15 most interesting to meet them. I
suppose all the Higher Public classes are plugging away hard, and the budding medicos still
hunting for frogs and crayfish."

From Adelaide High School Magazine




Career

After demobilisation, Sydney returned to civilian medicine and travelled to the UK where in December 1922 he was
awarded his Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons.

Mr. A. O'Neill, of Palmerston Road,
North Unley, has received a cable
mcssafe from his son, Dr. Sydney
O'Neill, stating that he has been
awarded the Fellowship of the Royal
College of Surgeons. Dublin.

On the 7' of February 1924, Sydney married Grace Mary Smith, the daughter of Mrs. Teresa and the late Mr. Charles
Smith, of Guildford, W.A.

After their marriage they returned to Sydney, NSW where Sydney had his practice.

O'NEILL—8SMITH.

-

A marriage of interest to a large

lemnised at 8t Mary's Church, Guiid-
ford, at 8 s.m. on the Tth inst, when

to Dr. Sydney O’Nell (late of London),
son of Mr. Arthur O'Neil, Adelalde.
The Rev, Dr. T. O'Gormah officlated.
The bride was given away by her
brother-in-law, 3Mr. A. J. Baker, of
Claremont, and was emartly gowned
In navy georgette enriched with Ori-
entul bead embrolderies, with which |
was worn a becoming hat en suite.
Miss Hilary Smith (sister) and Miss
Mary Burke were in attendance on the
bride. The former choss & becoming
mode of grey georgette with cherry
tenings eoffeqtively introduced, whilst
orange and fvory allled themsvives
richly for Miss Rurke's gown. Dr. Cecll
Quinlan supported the bridegroom as
beat man. At the conclusion of the
service an adjournment was made to
“Fairholme,” Gulidford, the residence
of the bride's mother, where at |
o'clock a sumptuousg wedding luncheon
was enjoyed. Mrs. Smith was hand-
somely gowned In mole gecrgotte and
hat in tones to harmonise. Dr. and
Mrs. (O'Neil left by the overland ex-
press In the evening for Sydney, where
the doctor Is In practice. The bride
travelled In a lovely creation of grean
grorgetteo and gold brocade, smartensd
with & black hat. A large party of
friends were at the train 0 hid them
nu revoir. The presents received were
of & costiy nature and included many
cheques.

By 1925 the couple had moved to Perth and Sydney was carrying on his practice at 1290 Hay Street in the city.

DE. O’NEILL,

SYDNEY
M.B, FRCSI,

Tlas commenced practice at 1290 Hay-st.,
Woest, corner of Hay and Outram streets,

Perth.
Tel 3920.

| — ————————————




Sydney was unlucky enough to be present at a Charity Ball at Government House in August 1925 when a man was
shot nearby by a young woman known to him.

INSTANTANEOUS DEATH.

Tha trogedy had been atlended by
death, for one of the first to attend
{o the late Cyril ‘Gidiey was Dr. Syd-
ney O'Neill, who was dancing at the
time, und gQuickly weng to the man’s
ussistance. There was no sign of blood,
und the man, who u few minutes ugo
had been enjoying the night’'s pro-
ceedings, was carried to the gentle-
men s dressing room. Dr. O'Neill made
4 further exmmnination, the deecased’s
pulse hud stopped, and a trick stream
o! Licod was oczing from his moutn.
He hud dicd fostandy from the wound
iPAicied.

Realising the position that had ari2-
“11. The orchestra was tmuediutely in-
structed to cluse the proceedines, and
there were many whose eyes were tilj-
ed with tears tarough the last tragic
few minutes, a4« the orchestra lermin-
uted the rnixture with tue playing of
the National Anthem.

In September 1925, he also gave evidence in the well-publicised trial of Yeong Yen, a Chinese shopkeeper, accused of
murdering his young wife, Ruby by suspected strychnine poisoning.

DR. O'NEIL AND POISONING.

Dr. Syduey O'Neill, of Perth, said he
bad heeu qualified for 8 years, and had
practised in America, and had aleo dwmy
some work under Sir Bermurd Spilsbury.
He had read the post mortews reports . f
Dr, Williams and Kerr. aud knew of the
toxicologist's report,  One-eighth of @&
grain of strychnine wa: noi fatal o un
adolt, The presenee ol this quautity by
itself did not indicate  that
death | was “dug o poisoning.

In 1927, Sydney was consulting at Leith House, 220 St George’s Terrace in addition to his Hay St, West Perth practice.

Twins John and Jill were born at home on the 16 of July 1927. Sydney was well known for driving sports model
Buick cars and in February 1929 he purchased a Silver Anniversary Model Buick Roadster.

In 1936 the family moved to Francis Street, Scarborough and in December 1942 Sydney was fined £1 for showing
lights visible at sea.

In 1943, Sydney was involved in a court case to regain possession of his house at 13 Carr Street, Coogee. The house
had been rented out and was being used as a rest home and Sydney wanted it as a home for his wife and two
children.




POSSESSION OF HOUSE.
—_——tl

Perth Doctor Succeeds.

EYDNEY, Marth 1 —Eflorts by Dr
Brvdney O'Nelll of Perth to recover
possession of his house, 13 Carr-
streel, Cooger, were pdvanced a stape
furtheér in  the Central Summons
Court today, when Mr MoCulloch,
SM, ruled thnt he wns entitled to
an order {or possession,

The house has been rented by Mre
Eileen Geldstein  slnce  December,
1840, end ussd 2 convalescent
and rest home for aged people. Dr
O'Neill snld he required the premizes
as o home for hizs wife and 2 chil-
dren,

Eileen Choldstein snld shir was o
reglatered nurse, There were 13
people in the house at present, their
nges ranging from the seventies 1o
21 yoars, nnd seome were hielpless, Ti
woas ot possible to et anoiber suit-
abls place.

Ar W M. Niland for the defend-
ant sald that women ilke Matron
Ceoldstein wete doing o natlonal work
and It wns impeesible {o get another
place to shelter gnd enre for the
old people,

Mr MeCulloch, BM, suid Dr O'Nelll
hnd given the defendant reasonabis
time to 1ok for other premines. #He
would give the maximom perfod of
time nnd omdered the e of o
warrant, to he pastponed unll Morch
28, pller which the teoaot would
have 2% dayz ta qult.

It is unclear if Sydney moved to the City of Sydney in 1944 as articles in Perth newspapers indicate he was still
practicing at St George’s Terrace, Perth in 1945. It is likely that his wife and the twins moved to Sydney where John
commenced studying to become a doctor. Jill repeated her Leaving year at School before commencing to study
dentistry. Sydney probably remained in Perth.

In July 1947 Sydney registered a Buick sedan, giving St George’s Terrace, Perth as his address.

In 1948, in partnership with Dr T. Early of Perth, Sydney leased the horse, Filipino, from a Mr Stan O’Neill (no
relation).

£10,000 Offer
for W.A horse

MELBOURNE: A Melbourne offer of
£10,000, with certain contingencies, for the
promising Perth horse, Filipino, was declined
this week, and Filipino has now been leased
to Drs. S. O'Neill and T. Early, of Perth. He
is to be trained at Randwick.

When Filipino was placed Filipino and Rockdale, who
on the market recently the|were raced by Mr. A, S.
price  asked for him was| O'Neil, of Perth, won a double
£10,000. in Perth in March, but later

Mr. Jim Ryan, of Mel-|their entries by Mr. O'Neil
bourne, owner of Fresh Boy,|were banned.” With the
is reported to have offered|granting of the lease to D
this sum, but on the question| O'Neill and Early, the pair
of contingencies the sale fell| can race again.
through. Filipino is entered for the

Three other Melbourne; Caulfield and Melbourne
owners unsuccessfully made|Cups, and the Epsom and

uiries about Filipineo. Metropolitan. He is rising

he W.AT.C. committee
allowed Drs. O’Neill and Early
o lake a lease of him and
Rockdale, a two-year-old.

five-year-old, and has wen
races al two, three and four.
This season he scored' at his
only start.




Two Perth medicos, Drs. S, O'Neill tlet t) and T. Early, mode special trips from

West Australio to see their horse, Fili pino, win, Dr. Early, who left Perth at
11 o'clock on Friday night, arrived a t Randwick only an hour betore the
Villiers
December 1948

Filipino was successful, winning five races and placing in seven others out of 14 starts in Sydney and Melbourne. In
March 1949 Filipino won the £5,000 Alister Clark Stakes, worth £3250 and a £100 trophy to the winner at Moonie
Valley, Melbourne (worth $200,000 today).

Goulburn Evening Post (NSW : 1940 - 1954).
owwsessssen Lriday 1 April 1949, page 2 reessessssnsn

"~ FILIPINO EQUALS RECORD
IN RICH STAKES

l‘no cMu Clark l saw. rom
Phol and 8 Fillpine equalled the Moounee Valley
b..ls‘-nllo recerd. mrl- ﬁ. distance in 3.2%.

e PR . e i e e .
T T T NN - i A o

National Library of Australia

Unfortunately, following Filipino’s successes, the doctors were unable to extend their lease beyond May 1949. The
owner Stan O’Neill then raced Filipino for another year before sending the 8-year-old stallion into stud.




In July 1948, John and Jill celebrated their 21° birthdays and in August John passed his final medical examinations.

Twins Close Even
In Their Work

Twins John and Jill O'Neill, children of Dr.
S. O'Neill, of Scarborough, have rarely been

separated during their

Even in their profes-
sions there is a link. John,
following in his father's
footsteps, has been study-
ing medicine. Jill is study-
ing dentistry.

Both have been studying
at Sydney University.
They celebrated their 21st

21 years.

He hopes soon to obtain
lan appointment as a house
surgeon at a Sydney
hospital.

His sister hopes to finish
her studies at the end of
this year.

Dr. O'Neill said today
that his son passed Leav-

birthdays on July 16.

. ing in Perth when 15. His
John, who is now in

daughter passed her Leav-

Perth  following  final ing in Perth, then sat for
medical examinations, and passed it again in
learned on Wednesday Sydney.

night that he was on the He did not Kknow
passed list. whether his daughter

would return to Perth.

The 1949 Electoral Rolls give Sydney and Grace’s addresses as Francis Street, Scarborough and in 1954 they were
listed at 33 Filburn Street, Scarborough.

In January 1956, Dr John O’Neill, 28 of Lang Road, Centennial Park, the recently appointed surgical registrar at St
Vincent’s Hospital disappeared. He was found 10 days later at Katoomba suffering from loss of memory. He could
not explain his loss of memory but did not believe it was the result of studying too hard.

By 1958, Sydney and Grace were both living at 16 Lang Road, Centennial Park, Sydney, as were John Patrick (medical
practitioner) and Jill Patricia (dentist).

Death

Sydney passed away on the 14" November 1961 aged 66 years and is buried at Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney.

The Royal Australasian College of Surgeons obituary to his son John (1926-2007) is below.
John O'Neill | Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
General surgeon - 16 July 1927 - 20 November 2007

John Patrick O'Neill who died on 20 November 2007 was the first Australian surgeon to spend a year at the
prestigious Lahey Clinic as part of his post-graduate surgical training. He obtained his FRCS in London in 1952 and
instead of following the more traditional pathway of obtaining a surgical registrar job in the United Kingdom where
there was an abundance of surgery available for trainees he surprised us all by heading off to the Lahey Clinic in
Boston, USA, as a visiting fellow.

It must have been daunting for a young lone, untrained and unknown Australian surgeon to turn up at the Lahey
Clinic and work in the rarefied surgical atmosphere that surrounded the great Richard B Cattell doyen of American
surgery and world authority on bile duct injuries. Cattell's theatre was generally full of visiting dignitaries, but O'Neill
would have acquitted himself well in his own quiet competent way and there is no doubt that he helped forge a
pathway to the Lahey Clinic for a later generation of surgical trainees, principally from St Vincent's Hospital, which
included Victor Fazio of Cleveland Clinic fame.

John was born in Perth on 16 July 1927 to Grace and Sydney O'Neill, a prominent Perth surgeon, together with his
twin sister Jill who survives him. He was educated at Aquinas College in Perth and entered the Medical Faculty at
Sydney University in 1943 (there being no Medical Faculty in Perth at that time) in the first of the quota years




established during the war. He gained a Commonwealth Scholarship established especially by the then Prime Minister
Ben Chifley to guarantee a sufficient number of doctors for military service if required. John graduated with Honours
in August 1948 and spent the next 3 years as a junior then senior resident at St Vincent's Hospital, Sydney and in his
fourth year rose to Clinical Superintendent. He then travelled to the UK and obtained his English Fellowship.

After his time at the Lahey Clinic he returned to Australia and to St Vincent's, obtained his Australian Fellowship and
became a Senior Surgical Registrar at the hospital, John, together with John Graham and I, was appointed as a part
time senior surgical registrar with limited admitting rights and the right of private practice. We shared the emergency
roster, assisted the senior surgeons and became and remained very good friends.

The rest of his professional life was spent at Concord Repatriation Hospital, St Joseph’s Hospital Auburn and St
Vincent's Private Hospital, often working with Richard Condon. He was a thoroughly trained highly competent
technical surgeon whose forte was complicated biliary surgery. He treated all his patients with care, dignity and
kindness and was loved by them in return. He was always highly regarded by his colleagues.

At the relatively late age of 35, he married Pauline McGill, an outstanding surgical nurse of St Vincent's Hospital, and
they raised 6 children and now have 8 grandchildren. John was a quiet, gentle and generous man who always put his
family first and never brought the problems of work home. He was a caring father who did not attempt to pressure
his children to achieve and allowed them to choose their own careers, in which they have all done very well.

Apart from his family and surgery, he was keen on rugby union, despite having come from Perth, an Australian rules
stronghold. He and | attended several grand finals involving Sydney University over the years and later frequented St
Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill to watch the College football. His father owned a race horse which had won an
important race in Sydney and John also had some interest in horse racing.

John died on the Gold Coast after a long illness in the care of his family. His funeral service was held at the Gold coast
but he wished to be buried in Sydney at the Macquarie Fields Cemetery. His burial was attended by his family and all
of his fellow residents from the 1948 year at St Vincent's Hospital.

He was a genuine friend and it was an honour and a pleasure to have known him for over 60 years.

Mr Thomas Nash
Vascular and general surgeon
January 2008

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee
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