
 

 
Lt/Col. Thomas Reginald Mellor 

(OBE (Military) & Mention in Despatches,) 
 

 
 

Played with Adelaide University 

 
 

Football Club: 1912-14, Intervarsity 1913 & 1914 

 

Cricket Club: 1911/12 (B Grade) 

 

Degree: LLB (1920) 

 



 

 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive 

behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide 

University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our 

players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These 

brave men put on hold their academic, professional and 

sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace 

and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

is endeavouring to identify every one of our players who 

served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their 

sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, 

a memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University 

Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a 

picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with 

each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an 

AUFC/AUCC player who served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Thomas 

Reginald Mellor who was one of the earliest students from 

Adelaide University to enlist. It is compilation of information 

and photographs collected from a variety of historical 

sources. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

  



 

The AIF Project 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=206289 

 

 
 

Thomas Reginald MELLOR 
 

Date of birth 15 January 1893 
Place of birth Semaphore South Australia 
Religion Baptist 

Occupation Barrister 
Address Avenel Gardens, Medindie, South Australia 
Marital status Single 
Age at embarkation 22 
Next of kin Mother, Mrs E M Mellor, Avenel Gardens, Medindie, South Australia 
Previous military service 34th Battery Australian Field Artillery 
Enlistment date 1 July 1915 
Rank on enlistment Lieutenant 
Unit name Field Artillery Brigade 2, Reinforcement 7 
AWM Embarkation Roll number 13/30/2 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT RMS Persia on 10 
August 1915 

Rank from Nominal Roll Major 
Unit from Nominal Roll 5th Division Artillery 
Promotions Captain 

Unit: 5th Division Artillery 
Promotion date: 1 September 1917  

Recommendations (Medals and Awards) Mention in Despatches 
Awarded, and promulgated, 'London Gazette' No. 30706 (28 May 1918); 
'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 165 (24 October 1918). 
Mention in Despatches 
Awarded, and promulgated, 'London Gazette' No. 31448 (11 July 1919); 
'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 124 (30 October 1919). 

Fate Returned to Australia 3 May 1919 
Medals OBE 

Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 109 
Date: 15 September 1919  

Family/military connections Brothers: 39801 Gunner Robert Thornton MELLOR, 14th Field Artillery 
Brigade, returned to Australia, 8 July 1919; 22099 Corporal Kenneth James 
MELLOR, 8th Field Artillery Brigade, returned to Australia, 20 December 
1917. 

Other details Medals: Order of the British Empire, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, 
Victory Medal 

 

Beyond 1914 

http://beyond1914.sydney.edu.au/profile/3614/thomas-reginald-mellor 

Book of Remembrance entry  

O.B.E., Med. I D : Lieutenant-Colonel, 14th, 25th Howitzer and 13th Bdes., A.F.A., A.I.F., France. Enlisting 1st July, 
1915, and sailing 10th August as second lieutenant with 7th Reinforcements 2nd Field Artillery Brigade, joined 1st 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=206289
http://beyond1914.sydney.edu.au/profile/3614/thomas-reginald-mellor


 

Divisional Ammunition Column in Egypt 23rd February, 1916, and crossed with it to France. Transferring to 25th 
Howitzer Bde. 1st April and to 14th F.A.B. 9th July, remained with it till 13th February 1918, when transferred to 
13th. Returned to 14th Bde. as Adjutant 1st May and later was appointed Brigade-Major, 5th Div. Artillery, serving' 
until demobilisation. Fought at the Somme, Hindenburg Line, Ypres, Villers-Bretonneux and elsewhere. Promoted 
lieutenant, 8th December, 1915; captain, 1st September, 19 17; major, 3rd July, 1918. Mentioned in Despatches. 

Service Record 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8030600 

 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8030600


 

RSL Virtual War Memorial 

WW1 
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/227111 

 

MELLOR, Thomas Reginald 
 

Last Rank: Lieutenant 

Last Unit: 2nd Field Artillery Brigade  

Occupation: Alderman 

Memorials: University of Adelaide WW1 Honour Roll Mitchell Bldg* 

 
World War 1 Service 

10 Aug 1915: Involvement Lieutenant, 2nd Field Artillery Brigade   

10 Aug 1915: Embarked Lieutenant, 2nd Field Artillery Brigade , RMS Persia, Melbourne   

Date unknown: Involvement AIF WW1, Major, 5th Division Headquarters  

 

WW2 
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/543283 

 
MELLOR, Thomas Reginald 
 

Service 

Number: 
S69678 

Enlisted: 7 November 1941, Wayville, SA  

Last Rank: Lieutenant Colonel 

Born: Semaphore, SA, 15 January 1893 

World War 2 Service 
 

7 Nov 1941: Involvement Lieutenant Colonel, SN S69678  

7 Nov 1941: Enlisted Wayville, SA  

15 Feb 1946: Discharged 

--------------- 

 

Biography 
 
Early Life 
 
Thomas Reginald Mellor was born on 15th of January 1893 at Semaphore to James Taylor Mellor and Emma 
Masterman Adams (SA Birth Registration 514/467). He had siblings, Gwendolin Eleanor b1891, Kenneth 
James b1894 Robert Thornton b1899 and Kathleen Marion b1906. The family lived at Avenel Gardens 
Road, Medindie. James Taylor Mellor, a lawyer, served on the Walkerville Council (See Appendix 1). 
 
Schooling 
 
Thomas attended Prince Alfred College and competed in the PAC Sports in 1907 & 1908. He passed his 
Junior Examinations in 1908 coming seventh on the Special Honours list in Inorganic Chemistry. He played 
Inter-collegiate football for PAC in July 1909 and passed his Senior Examinations in December 1909 and 
Special Senior Examinations in 1910. 
 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/227111
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/543283


 

 
1909 – PAC Intercollegiate Football Team 

 
T. R. Mellor (Back Row Row – 1st on Right) 

University 
Thomas commenced studying Law at Adelaide University in 1910 gained his Final Certificate in Law in 1914. 
 
University Sport 
 
Athletics 
Thomas competed in the Obstacle Race at the University Sports in 1911. 
 
Rowing 
Thomas was Cox for the Law boat at the University Boat Regatta in August 1910. Thomas was in the 
‘Varsity crew for the Sir Edwin Eights in the Henley-on-Torrens Regatta in November 1912. 
 
Cricket 
Thomas played B Grade cricket to the University in the 1910/11 season. 
 
 
Football 
Thomas played football for the University A grade in the 1912, 1913 and 1914 seasons and competed in 
the Intervarsity Football matches in 1913 & 1914 (emergency).  
 



 

Other Activities 
 
Athletics 
Thomas competed in One Mile Flat race in the Y.M.C.A. Sports Adelaide against a Brisbane team in March 
1910. 
 
Baptist Young Men’s 
He was a member of the Baptist Young Men’s Class in February 1911. 
 

 
T. R. Mellor (Front Row – 2nd from Left) 

 
Military 
Thomas joined the Citizens Military Forces and was a 2nd Lieutenant in the Field Artillery in November 1912 
and a Lieutenant by May 1914. 

 
May 1914 – Field Artillery Camp – Lieutenant Mellor (Standing at Left) 



 

World War I 
Thomas enlisted on the 1st of July 1915, he was four months short of completing his articles when he 
applied for exemption from the rules and was admitted to the Bar later in July 1915. He left Australia on 
the ‘R.M.S Persia” on 10th August 1915. He served in Egypt, France and Belgium with the 5th Divisional 
Artillery. He was progressively promoted Lieutenant (8 December 1915), Adjutant (13 May 1917), Captain 
(1 September 1917) and Major (13 September 1918). On the 17th of July 1917 Thomas was at the PAC and 
SPCS reunion on the Western Front. Thomas was twice Mentioned in Dispatches and was recommended 
for the Croix de Guerre (Cross of War, France) and the DSO and was awarded the Order of the British 
Empire (Military Division) on 15 September 1919. Thomas returned to Australia on 18th June 1919 on board 
the ‘Leicestershire’. 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

  



 

Post World War I 
Thomas joined the legal firm W & T Pope after the War and returned to Adelaide University, he completed 
his LLB in 1920. Thomas was actively involved in Returned Soldiers activities, attending reunions and by 
1921 he was on the council of the S.A. branch of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of 
Australia.  

 
T.R. Mellor - (Top Row – Second from Right) 

 

1923 
Group of old collegians attending a function at Prince Alfred College, Adelaide, associated laying of the foundation stone of the 

War Memorial wing by His Excellency the Governor, Sir Tom Bridges.  

 
Top row L-R: R. Riggs, A.H. Dobbie, Dr. R.D. Brummitt, Ralph Vardon, Major T.R. Mellor, 

 unidentified, H. Smith and R.A. Duncan. 
Front row: T. Baulderstone, A.T. Sutton, Dr. S.L Dawkins, F.T. Percy, A.S. Lewis (who was no. 2 on the roll), Major Playford, and 

T. Axford. 



 

Family Life 
Thomas married, aged 26, on 22 Nov 1919 to Dorothy Evelyn Corry, aged 27, daughter of Samuel Corry at 
Methodist Church Archer St North Adelaide (Sa Marriage Registration 281/873). The couple had four 
children, James Corry (1920), Margaret Anne (1922), Geoffrey Lloyd (1924) and David Edison (1926). 
 
Other Activities 
A number of Pen Portraits were written about Thomas and they detail his other activities as honorary 
solicitor to the Baptist union, Adelaide City Mission, Aborigines Friends’ Association and the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. He played tennis and was vice-president of a number church cricket teams. He was a 
member of the Knight Templers and director of King’s College. he was a past master of the Duke of 
Leicester and United Services Lodges. In 1931 he became President of the Baptist Union. 
 
He was awarded the volunteer officers’ decoration having served in the Colonial Forces and giving over 20 
years of effective service. Thomas maintained his interest in Military matters and became Commander of 
the 113th Artillery Brigade. He was Chairman of the military services committee of the Y.M.C.A.. 
 
In 1936 Thomas was elected to the Burnside Council where he joined fellow Adelaide University Black, 
Returned Serviceman and Solicitor, PA (Paddy Ohlstrom). 
 
The following Pen Portrait of Thomas Reginald Mellor was published in the News on 28th September 1927: 
 

  



 

 

 
February 1928 - Field Artillery at O'Halloran Hill - T.R. Mellor - (Second from Right) 

 
 

 
February 1929 - T.R. Mellor 



 

 
 

           



 

1930 

 
 

1931 

 
14 November 1936 - T.R.Mellor (circled) –of Bedford Street, Kensington Park. 

Mr. Mellor's cheque was forwarded to the Adelaide Children's Hospital at his request. 



 

World War II 
In August 1940, Lt.-Col. T. R. Mellor was appointed to command of the Burnside Unit, R.S.L. Voluntary 
Defence Corps. 
 
Thomas enlisted on 7th November 1941 and served within Australia. His WWII record has not yet been 
made digitally available. 

 
Post-World War II  
 
Burnside Council 
In May 1946, Thomas became the Mayor of Burnside. He served on the Burnside Council from 1936 to 
1955. In 1940, Thomas had resigned from his role as a Councillor at Burnside to take on the role of 
Alderman. 
 
Mellor Reserve at 12 Howard St, Beulah Park is named in his honour 
 

 
 

1944 
Official party at "Attunga" to inspect the gift of Otto von Rieben to the city of Burnside1 

 
(l-r Rt) Hon Lord Mayor, Mr. R. Walker; Chief Sec. Mr. Lyell McEwin; Premier Mr. Thomas Playford,  

Mayor Mr. Philip R. Claridge, Mr Otto Von Rieben, Miss Gertrude Engelhart (niece), Mrs Philip R. Claridge, Cr. T.R. Mellor. 

 
1 Became the future site of The Burnside War Memorial Hospital opened in 1956 

 



 

June 1948 
 

 
 

Thomas joined the Board of Directors of several companies including Mathais & Co Ltd (1949) and Savery’s 
Ltd and Radio Electric Wholesalers Ltd (1950). In 1952 he became Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
Mathais & Co Ltd. 

 
1950                                                                      1952 

                             



 

Family Matters 
Thomas and Dorothy’s second son, Geoffrey, was married to Barbara Cowling at St Peter’s Church Glenelg 
in May 1951 and their third son, David, married Yvonne Roach at St Judes, CofE, Brighton in January 1954. 
Thomas was still working actively as a solicitor aged 61 (newspapers beyond December 1954 are not 
available digitally to confirm any later details).  
 
Death 
Thomas passed away on the 30th November 1960, aged 67 years, and is buried at Centennial Park 
Cemetery, Pasadena, South Australia, Australia. His last abode had been at Toorak Gardens.  
 
Thomas’ wife Dorothy passed away in September 1967, aged 75. 
 
 
 

 
 

Appendix 1 
 

A LONG SERVING CHAIRMAN OF THE DISTRICT OF WALKERVILLE: 
 

1903-1910 – JAMES TAYLOR MELLOR 
 

 
 
James Taylor Mellor was a Councillor for the Medindie ward in 1900. He was elected as Chairman of the District of Walkerville in 
1903 and served for seven years. 
 
During his time on Council Mr Mellor was elected as a member of the Municipal Tramways Trust in 1907 representing suburban 
district councils; an office he held for a number of years. It was during his final term of office as chairman that Mr Mellor had the 
honour of driving the first electric tramcar on the Walkerville route on an experimental run-on Saturday night 3rd April 1909. 
The electric tram service eventually replaced the horse-drawn cars. He was also for a time Chairman of the Local Government 
Association. 
 
Mr Mellor had lost his seat as Chairman as a result of an overwhelming opposition from Medindie ratepayers who were against 
Council purchasing the Recreation Ground (which included the Sports Oval and Bowling grounds). He was replaced by Edward 
van Senden in 1910 but remained on Council until he died in 1914. 
 
He was born to a well-known pioneering family in 1865 and was the only surviving son of Thomas Fox Mellor. Upon completion 
of a three-year scholarship at Prince Alfred College he became articled to W & T Pope, solicitors of Adelaide, and was admitted 
to practice at the Bar of the Supreme Court in 1887. The following year he took his LL.B degree at the University of Adelaide and 
practised his profession at Eagle Chambers in King William Street, Adelaide. Mr Mellor died at his home in Avenel Gardens Rd, 
Medindie in April 1914. The Housing Trust flats in James Street, Gilberton (Mellor Court) were named after him……. 
 
Sourced by Lyn O'Grady on behalf of the Walkerville Historical Society from The Cyclopaedia of South Australia and John 
Walker's Village by Marjorie Scales. 
 
http://www.walkerville.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/newsletter5.pdf 

http://www.walkerville.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/newsletter5.pdf


 

 
Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

 

Sources and Acknowledgements: 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 
RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 
The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 
War Memorial  https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 
The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – Thomas Reginald Mellor) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 
http://www.pozieresremembered.com.au/men-of-pozieres/gallery-men-of-pozieres/ 
http://beyond1914.sydney.edu.au/profile/3614/thomas-reginald-mellor 
SA Centennial Park https://www.centennialpark.org/memorial-search/ 
SLSA Photo Collection http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm 
Rob O’Shannassy AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee Researcher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mellor, Thomas Reginald  v.1 
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