Lieut. Henry Eoin Sydney Melbourne

Played with Adelaide University

Cricket Club — B Grade (1919/20)
Degree — BE (1920)




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive
behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide
University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our
players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These
brave men put on hold their academic, professional and
sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace
and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is
endeavouring to identify every one of our players who
served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their
sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University
Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a
picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with
each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an
AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Henry

Eoin Sydney Melbourne. It is compilation of information and
photographs collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=206142

Henry Eoin Sydney MELBOURNE

Regimental number 9577

Place of birth Malvern South Australia

Religion Methodist

Occupation Surveyor

Address Glenelg, South Australia

Marital status Single

Age at embarkation 22

Next of kin Mother, Mrs Elizabeth Agnes Melbourne, Hastings Street, Glenelg, South
Australia

Enlistment date 4 January 1916

Rank on enlistment Corporal

Unit name 11th Field Company Engineers, Section 2

AWM Embarkation Roll number 14/30/1

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A29 Suevic on
31 May 1916

Regimental number from Nominal Roll Commissioned

Rank from Nominal Roll Lieutenant

Unit from Nominal Roll 11th Field Company Engineers

Fate Returned to Australia 9 March 1919

Miscellaneous details (Nominal Roll) *Noted Henry George Sydney NR



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=206142

Service Record

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=8012176
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H. E. S. Melbourne

b Tob Mol

Scarborough Portrait Collection

RSL Virtual War Memorial

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/369170

MELBOURNE, Henry Eoin Sydney

Service
Number:

Enlisted:
Last Rank:
Last Unit:
Born:

Home Town:
Schooling:
Occupation:
Died:

Cemetery:

Memorials:

9577

4 January 1916, Adelaide, South Australia

Lieutenant

11th Field Company Engineers

Malvern, South Australia, June 1893

Glenelg, Holdfast Bay, South Australia

Not yet discovered

Surveyor

Natural causes, Adelaide, South Australia, 5 April 1976
Centennial Park Cemetery, South Australia

Glenelg HB1* WW 1 and WW 2 Glenelg and District, Glenelg HB4* Moseley St Uniting Church,
University of Adelaide WW1 Honour Roll Mitchell Bldg*

World War 1 Service

4 Jan 1916:
31 May 1916:

31 May 1916:

13 Jul 1919:

Enlisted AIF WW1, Private, SN 9577, Adelaide, South Australia

Embarked AIF WW1, Corporal, SN 9577, 11th Field Company Engineers, HMAT
Suevic, Adelaide

Involvement AIF WW1, Corporal, SN 9577, 11th Field Company Engineers,
Enlistment/Embarkation WW1

Discharged AIF WW1, Lieutenant, SN 9577, 11th Field Company Engineers



https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/369170

Biography
Early Life

Henry Eoin Sydney Melbourne was born on 25 May 1893 at Malvern to parents William Clifford Melbourne (1864 —
1924) and Elizabeth Agnes Braidwood (1862 — 1961) - SA Birth Registration 419/368. His siblings were older brother,
Alexander Clifford Vernon (1888 — 1943) and younger sister, Julia Aileen (1895 — 1980) - See Appendix 1 - Family
Tree.

From newspaper reports at the time of his marriage in 1926 it appears that H.E.S. Melbourne used “Sydney” as his
preferred name.

Sydney’s father, a printer by trade, was active in Union activities and an early member of the South Australian Labor
Party. He was on the Board of the Children’s Hospital and on the Board and one time President of the Workers
Education Association. He was also active in Church affairs.

William Clifford Melbourne
Schooling

Sydney went to Unley School where in 1905 he won an exhibition (scholarship). In 1906 he attended the Pupil
Teacher School (Adelaide High School) where he passed his Junior Examinations in 1906, Senior Examinations in
1907 and Higher Public Examinations in 1908. In June 1909 he was awarded an evening scholarship to study at
Adelaide University. In November 1909 Sydney passed Physics | at Adelaide University.

Early Career

According to a later newspaper report, Sydney joined the Lands and Survey Department where he worked for six
years on the West Coast and in the South East where he gained practical experience in land sub-division and road
location. In August 1912 Sydney won the Malvern Methodist Football Club medal for most unselfish player. Sydney
became a member of the Institute of Surveyors.

World War |

Sydney enlisted on the 4" of January 1916 (SN 9577). Sydney was described as 5’ 9%, 140 Ibs, with a fresh
complexion, hazel eyes and auburn hair. He enlisted as a Private but was promoted to Corporal on 1 May 1916. He
proceeded overseas with the 11th Field Company Engineers onboard the HMAT Suevic which arrived in
Southampton. On 25™ November 1916 he left for France where he had a bout in Hospital in December. In either
February or May 1917 Sydney became an acting Sergeant and later a Sergeant. From France, Sydney returned to
England in November 1917 as he had been selected to attend Cadet School. Sydney qualified for a commission on 23




February 1918 and was appointed a 2™ Lieutenant, a month later he left via Southampton for Rouelles, France. On
the 24" of April 1918 Sydney was wounded in action. By the 5" of May 1918, Sydney was at the London General
Hospital where the wounds in his left foot and thigh were being treated. He then transferred to Cobham Hall. After
some time at Sutton Veny, Wiltshire, Sydney returned to France a Lieutenant in September 1918. Sydney returned to
Australia on the 9th of March 1919

University

After returning from WWI, Sydney recommenced studying at Adelaide University and at the School of Mines. He
gained his Bachelor of Engineering at Adelaide University and Fellowship Diploma from the Department of Civil
Engineering at the School of Mines in December 1920.

University Sport
Sydney played cricket for the Adelaide University Cricket Club, B Grade in the 1919/20 season.
Career

Sydney was an assistant engineer with the Irrigation Department, when in August 1921; he delivered a paper before
the Adelaide division of the Institute of Engineers on the problem of railway location along the River Murray Valley.
While based in the Riverland, Sydney played cricket for Barmera in the 1921/22 season. In February 1922, Sydney
was appointed lecturer of surveying under the Chair of Engineering at Melbourne University. In December 1922 he
ran the annual survey camp at the St George River, Lorne where practical outdoor work was conducted as part of the
course.
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In July 1924 Sydney was appointed to be the Engineer and Surveyor for the Burnside District Council, SA, and from
August 1924, he was the consulting engineer to the National Roads Association of Australia (S.A. Branch).

Alexander’s father William Clifford Melbourne died in December 1924 (see Appendix 2 — Obituary).
Sydney was involved in a range of matters for the Council including Flood Water Management, Race Course traffic

management, zoning, and the development of Tusmore Park. Once back in South Australia Sydney was actively
involved in reunions of the 11™ Field Company Engineers and celebrations of Waterloo Day. A Pen Portrait of Sydney
was published in the News in December 1926.




Engineer and Surveyor

Mr. Henry Eom BSydney Melbourne
(enmineer and surveyor, of Burnside Dis
trict Council)  bas  au aplitude  for
his work, and [s oever #0 Lanppy =4 when
bhe s platning details of tmprove
menta for his progressive distriot.

He is u South Australian by birth, vey Department on the West Coast and
having firet swen the \izht of day st Mal in Soutlh-Eastern districts. There he ob-
vern 53 years ago. His education was re- tained practical experience m subdivision
ceived at Unley Sehool. Adelaide Hizh work and rogd location.

School, and Adelaide Univermity. At the Wheyn the war came Mr. Melbourne en-
latter pphere of learning he gained the listed and served with the Australian Im-
h;helor of engineering degrea f 1920 perial Forces for three years. gaining a

or more than six years Mr, "'“’O“ﬂ' commission in the 11th Field Company
wns connectsd with the Lands and Bur Fagiveers. On his return to South Aus

tralia in 1919 he completed hig University
course, and in 1021 joined the Irriga-
tion Commission.

Interesting experience followed on the
Murray River, where preliminary survey
work was in progress. Mr. Melbourne
remained with the commission for 12
months, and then went to Melbourne Uni-
versity as lecturer on surveving, On his
return to this State he 1‘0¢an private
practice as suveyor and consuiting engi-
neer, He was appointed to hig present
position in 1924,

Since taking office at Burpside. he has
done excellent work in townplannmig.
Recently he submitted a scheme for
zoning the district, setting out
manufactnring, shopping, and dwelling
areas, The idea was heartily commended.

His duties include general oversight of
eomneil works, and attention to arterial
and digtrict roads, As a member of the
committee of district encineers anpointed
tao nrepare a plan to deal with Magill
rond flnodwaters Mr, Melbourne did excel-
lent work.

He wax married in Melhaurne recently.

- . v a) " . v
MA. H. £ 8. MELBOURNE His recreationg are go!f and teunis

‘A Burnside councillor, HES Melbourne, was adored in this period (1920/30); he spent his own money acquiring
reserves and land for residents due to a lack of funds during the Great Depression. He presided over lean but
reasonable budgets and oversaw the planting of trees and foliage to beautify the city. Gordon Allen, a local resident
who succeeded Melbourne as a councillor, described Melbourne: "No Council ever had a better man." Melbourne
also oversaw the building of the Mount Osmond golf course, but his vision of constructing a Country Club was never

realised.’

BURNSIDE DISTRICT COUNCIL

Members and sta. of the Burnside Distriet CouneilFront Bow el o right), Con. Hen Seagr. T Y. Mahat, o

Geent. sad H D 1L Pemberton. Second Nowellpy. W N Waite, W. J ' A W, Wl und J. 8 Robin

Ak, Memmzs. U, W, Heltow, C. W. Bradlyy (sssistant clerk), B, H. Stesle (derk L L & Mebowrns (eaginees), J, ¥. Wilinsin, snd M D
Byward,

1928 — Mr Sydney Melbourne — Back Row — Third from Right

In 1930 Sydney was appointed to the Board of Examiners of Surveyors. By March 1934 Sydney was the Acting District
Clerk for the Burnside Council and in April 1934 he was appointed District Clerk, Engineer and Surveyor. Sydney was




present when Burnside became a Municipality in May 1935. As a Justice of the Peace, he administered the oaths to
the councillor’s as their roles had changed from District to Town Councillors.

Burnside Councillors Inspect £5.000 Works -

MEMBERS OF THE BURNSIDE COUNCIL photographicd today when they insiccted the drain which has just

been completed at n cost of £5,000 to cope wilh floodwaters at North Kensington. In the picture (from the

left) are Crs. W. E. Hardy, W. Waite, J. A. Harper (chairman), S. A. Fisk, J. R. Russell, W. Bennett, and the
engineer and district clerk (Mr. H. E. S. Meclbourne).

1934 Mr Sydney Melbourne — At Right
Family Life

Sydney married Frances Lema Lillian Hotham on the 3™ of November 1926 in Victoria (Registration 1926/10137). On
26" May 1929 at Sister Rowe's Hospital, Adelaide the couple had a son (John Clifford Melbourne). At the time they
were residing at Barker Grove, Toorak, SA.
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Interests
In 1929 Sydney was president of the Toorak Tennis Club. He was at the foundation of the Mount Osmond Country
Club in December 1929 and regularly played golf at the club. Sydney also played Bridge.




In January 1940 Sydney and his family were living at Barker Grove, Toorak. In May 1940 he was a member of the
board of the Rotary Club of Adelaide.

World War Il

In December 1940, Sydney joined the R.A.A.F. where he gained the rank of Wing Commander being engaged by the
R.A.A.F. chiefly on aerodrome construction and important engineering works.
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Some of Sydney’s activities with the R.A.A.F. are described in the booklet ‘Always First, The RAAF Airfield
Construction Squadrons, 1942-1974’, by David Wilson. (pages 54 and 55).

A detachment of 150 officers and men from 6MWS travelled by barge from
Gili Gili and arvived at Kiriwina on 3 Aupust 1943; the same day as the 4WMU
detachment. Unit personnel had gathered at Ascot Vale on 10 December 1942 before
moving to Royal Park on 17 December. By 19 January 1943 the unit had moved to
Bankstown, New South Wales, from where an advance party led by Pilot Officer J.D.
Alexander departed on 27 January. The party departed from Townsville by Dakota for
Milne Bay on 3 February.™ The remainder of the unit embarked on the George W
MeCrary which arrived at Milne Bay ten days later where the unit constructed 1,600

metres of the proposed 1,829 metre sealed runway being built parallel to the existing
PSP strip before deploying to Kiriwina on 30 July 1943, However, the umit was
crificised for being ‘rather slow in getfing on with the strip’.” The Commanding
Officer of 62 Works Wing, Wing Commander H.E.S. Melbourne, agreed but pointed
out that the wnit had been formed hurriedly and consisted of a high proportion of
unskilled and untrained men, that the unit was 15 per cent under strength and that
Squadron Leader 1F. Keays, the commanding officer, was ‘gradually welding his unit
ino an efficient organisation and his construction methods cannot be faulted. A higuh
standard of work can undoubtedly be expected from this unif in a very short time’,
This prophesy was vindicated. The combined effort of 4dMWU, MWS and American
units, ircluding the 856th Engineer Aviation Battalion, resulted in the airstrip on
Kiriwina being serviceable for use by aircraft participating in the first large scale raid
on Rabaul on 12 October 1943,

Post WWII

After WWII, Sydney returned to his role as Town Clerk at Burnside. In March 1946 Sydney was appointed as a new
member of the South Australian Housing Trust Board. In this role he was involved in the planning of the city of
Elizabeth, having been on a study tour in England to observe the planning of new towns in that country.




Housing Trust

A veteran of two wars Mr. H
F S Melbourne. town clerk and
engineer for the

poration. was to-
day appointed
by Executive
Council a mem-
ber of the South
Australian Hous-
ing Trust

Mr Melbourne
gained the rank

mancer 10 World
War 11, being
engaged by the
RAAF. chiefly
Mr. Melbourne on aerodrome
construction and
important engineering works
He was a member of the Hono-
rarv Building Act Inquiry Com-
mittee, which conducted a survey
in 1940 into slum conditions 1n the
metropolitan area. This commitltee
azlso produced reports revising the
Building Act and regulations

New Member Of .

Burnside Cor- |

of wing com- |

Oval Inspection
At Kensington |

s

MEMBERS OF BURNSIDE COUNCIL'S oval committee
today inspected Kensington Oval and dressing room to
consider improvements. Pictured in the dressing room are
(seated, from left) the town clerk (Mr. H. E. 8. Melbourne ),
Ald. F. L. Parsons, Cr. P. R. Claridge, and (standing) the

Mayor (Mr. T. R. Mellor), Cres. A. L. Slade and J

Parkinson.

H.

1948 - Mr Sydney Melbourne - Seated at Left




1950 - Mr Sydney Melbourne — Top Photo - Centre

‘Planning a Good City in Australia, Elizabeth as a new Town”, Mark Peel, provides some details relating to Sydney in
1956.




As newspapers for the period after 1954 have not yet been digitised , no further details of Sydney’s life are available.

His mother passed away in 1961 at the age of 99.

Death

Henry Eoin Sydney Melbourne passed away in Adelaide, South Australia on 5 April 1976 (aged 83). He was cremated
at Centennial Park, Adelaide.

Australian Surveyor »
lusgralian | \folyme 28, 1976 - I55Ue 3

IN MEMORIAM

The Institution recently lost through death, and records their passing with
deep regret:

Henry Eoin Sydsey Melbourne, Foundation Member of the
Institution, South Australia Division.

Sydney was survived by his wife, Lema, who passed away on the 5™ of August 1987.

Legacy

John Clifford Melbourne attended St Peter’s College then followed his father to Adelaide University and the School
of Mines. He graduated with a Bachelor of Engineering in Metallurgical and Chemical Engineering in March 1952.

Appendix 1

William Clifford MELBOURNE

1864-1924

When William Clifford MELBOURNE was born on 16 February 1864 in
Naracoorte, South Australia, his father, Henry, was 29 and his mother,
Barbara, was 24. He married Elizabeth Agnes BRAIDWOOD on 31
December 1886 in South Australia. They had three children during
their marriage. He died on 16 November 1924 in Glenelg, South
Australia, at the age of 60.

l Alexander Clifford Vernon (Prof) William Clifford l Henry John
MELBOURNE MELBOURNE MELBOURNE
1 Henry Eoin Sydney MELBOURNE Elizabeth Agnes Barbara
BE, AMIE, (Aust.) BRAIDWOOD MCLACHLAN

Julia Eileen MELBEOURNE




1893
(AGE]

1895

1914
21

1922
29

1924
31

1924
31

1926
33

1930
37

1934
a1

1939
48

1939
48

1943
50

1956
&2

1961
62

1978
&5

Henry Eoin Sydney MELBOURNE BE, AMIE, (Aust.)

BIRTH 25 MAY 1293 » Malvern, South Australia

DEATH 1978 Alan Melbourne family
Family
Name
Henry Eoin Sydney MELBOURNE BE, AMIE, [Aust.) Pt
16 Sources
William Clifford
Gender :’;Ez%g;RNE
2 Male B
Elizabeth Agnes
Birth BRAIDWOOD
25 MAY 1893 « Malvern, South Australia 1862-1961
5 Sources
Siblings v
Birth of Sister Julia Eileen MELBOURNE (1895-1920) Spouse & Children

14 MAR 1895 » Malvern SA
F Frances Lema Lilian

HOTHAM

Military 1897~
1914-1920 « Adelaide, South Australia
1 Source

Private
Residence
1922 + 40 Nicholson St, Fitzroy, Gertrude, Yarra, Victoria, Australia Private
1 Source

Death of Father William Clifford MELBOURNE (1864-1924)
16 NOV 1924 « At his home in Glenelg, South Australia

Residence

1924 « 40 Nicholson St, Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia
2 Sources

Marriage

1926 « Victoria, Australia
Frances Lema Lilian HOTHAM
(1887-)

2 Sources

Residence
1930« Burnside, South Australia, Australia
1Source

Residence
1934 « Burnside, South Australia, Australia
1Source

Military
1939 - 1948
1 Source

Residence

1939« 19 Barkers Grove, Toorak Gardens, Burnside, Boothby, South
Australia, Australia

1Source

Residence
1943 « Burnside, Boothby, South Australia, Australia & 109 Park St,
RAAF, Victoria

2 Sources

Arrival
27 Mar 1956 « London, England

1Source

Death of Mother Elizabeth Agnes BRAIDWOOD (1862-1961)
24 DEC 1961 « Adelaide, SA (Reg Dist 1)

Death
1978

Departure
Sydney, Australia

1Source

Occupation

Engineer, Town Clerk of Burnside CC
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Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940), Friday 12 December 1924, page 14

, IN MEMORIAM.

MR. W. C. MELBOURNE.

William Clifford Melbourne was
born at Naracoorte in 1864, and after
a brief schooling he was at an early
age apprenticed to the printing trade.
Later for a short time he followed
his trade in Victoria, then moved to
Adelaide, where he resided until his
death. For more than twenty years
he was on the staff of the “Adver-
tiser,” but left this work to undertake
the duties of Secretary of the South
Australian Typographical Society. In
his early years he had a great desire
to become a minister of the Gospel,
but the way not opening he deter-
mined to make his life one of service.
His warm, sympathetic nature made
him feel keenly the sufferings of
others, This led him to become one
of the early members of the Labour
Party. His counsel was eagerly sought
and freely given, and for one year he
was President of the Party. During
his Presidency feeling ran high on the
Conscription issue, but with honesty

and courage he marked out his own
line and pursued it. In the industrial
world he enjoyed the confidence of his
fellows and was their representative
on the Board of Industry, the Ad-
visory Board of Education, and
Apprentices’ Board. He took his
duties seriously and attended the Law
Lectures at the Adelaide Univefsity to
enable him to carry out his work
efficiently. His justice and candour
were appreciated, and at a meeting of
the Board of Industry, at which the
President (Dr. Jethro Brown), and
Messrs. S. Perry, W. T. Rofe, and F.
McCabe were present, the following
resolution was carried:—"“The Board
of Industry records its profound
regret at the death of William Clifford
Melbourne, and desires to acknow-
ledge the invaluable services rendered
to the Board and to the community by
its late member.”

Mr. T. R. Bright, S.M., bore this
testimony :—"“While sitting as Acting-
President of the Industrial Court, it
was my privilege to be associated with
the late Mr. W. C. Melbourne as a
member. May I be permitted to say
what in my opinion the world at large
has lost by his early deceaSe. Strong
as his convictions were as to the prin-
ciples he advocated, no one could
have been more tolerant to those who
differed from his views. How many
of the world's differences would be
overcome were there more like him!”

In education matters Mr. Melbourne
was an enthusiast, and he carefully
studied authorities available. He was
a member of the Executive of the
Workers' Educational Association and
served one year as President. His
services were frecly given to all move-
ments making for social happiness. He
was on the Executive of the S.A
League of Nations Union and a mem-
ber of the Board of Management of
the Children's Hospital. His indus-
trial and social work did not prevent
him from rendering service to his
Church. At Malvern he was a Sunday-
school teacher and for some years
superintendent, and at a later period
he was superintendent of the Moseley
Street school at Glenelg, and he was
for one year vice-president of our
Methodist Sunday-school Department.
For some years he had been circunit
steward at Glenelg and was a member
of our Annual and General Confer-
ences. His sympathy for the suffering
made him an ardent Prohibitionist,
and he did much valuable work for the
cause. He had a very large circle of
friends in all classes of society, and
they bear tribute to his worth. The
funeral service at West Terrace was
conducted by the Rev. C. E. Schafer.
A very large gathering assembled at
the grave side, and hundreds of his
fellow-unionists joined in the funeral
procession. During his last illness he
was wonderfully patient and had com-
plete faith in Christ his Saviour.

THE LATE MR. W.

C. MELBQURNE.

National Library of Australia
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