
 

 
Capt. Alexander Clifford Vernon Melbourne 

 

 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Cricket Club – B Grade (1910/11) 

 

Degree BA Hons (1910), MA (1921) 

 

 



 

 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to 

ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Alexander 

Clifford Vernon Melbourne. It is compilation of information and 

photographs collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

  



 

The AIF Project 
 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=206138 

Alexander Clifford Vernon MELBOURNE 
 

 
 
 

Date of birth 10 June 1888 

Place of birth Adelaide, South Australia 

Religion Presbyterian 

Occupation University lecturer 

Address University, Brisbane, Queensland 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 26 

Next of kin Wm. Clifford Melbourne, Jasper Street, Hyde Park, South Australia 

Enlistment date 23 August 1914 

Rank on enlistment Captain 

Unit name 9th Battalion, D Company 

AWM Embarkation Roll 

number 
23/26/1 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Brisbane, Queensland, on board Transport A5 Omrah on 24 

September 1914 

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain 

Unit from Nominal Roll 9th Battalion 

Fate Returned to Australia 13 February 1917 

Other details War service: Egypt, Gallipoli, Western Front 
Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal 

 
 
 
 

Note: the information above is incorrect as Alexander returned to Australia in November 1915. 
 

 

  

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=206138


 

Service Record 
 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8012172 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8012172


 

 
RSL Virtual War Memorial 
 
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/324684 

 

MELBOURNE, Alexander Clifford Vernon 
 

Service 

Number: 
Officer 

Enlisted: 23 August 1914, Brisbane, Queensland  

Last Rank: Captain 

Last Unit: 9th Infantry Battalion  

Born: Adelaide, South Australia, 10 June 1888 

Home Town: Brisbane, Brisbane, Queensland 

Schooling: Not yet discovered 

Occupation: University Lecturer 

Memorials: 
Glenelg HB1* WW 1 and WW 2 Glenelg and District, Glenelg HB4* Moseley St Uniting Church, 

University of Adelaide WW1 Honour Roll Mitchell Bldg* 

 

World War 1 Service 

23 Aug 1914: Enlisted AIF WW1, Captain, Brisbane, Queensland  
 

24 Sep 1914: Embarked AIF WW1, Captain, 9th Infantry Battalion, HMAT Omrah, Brisbane  
 

24 Sep 1914: Involvement AIF WW1, Captain, 9th Infantry Battalion, Enlistment/Embarkation 

WW1  

 

25 Apr 1915: Wounded AIF WW1, Captain, SN Officer, 9th Infantry Battalion, ANZAC Gallipoli, GSW 

(thigh and head)  

 

3 Jun 1915: Wounded AIF WW1, Captain, 9th Infantry Battalion, ANZAC Gallipoli, 2nd occasion - 

(GSW (left hand)  

 

15 Apr 1917: Discharged AIF WW1, Captain  
 

 
A C Melbourne 

Scarborough Portrait Collection 

RSL Virtual War Memorial 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/324684


 

Australian War Memorial 

 
 

 
ACV Melbourne – Third Row – second from Left 

 



 

Published Biography 

Biography - Alexander Clifford Vernon Melbourne 

by Malcolm I. Thomis  

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/

 
Alexander Clifford Vernon Melbourne (1888-1943), historian, was born on 10 June 1888 at Hackney, Adelaide, son of William 
Clifford Melbourne, printer and trade union official, and his wife Elizabeth Agnes, née Braidwood. Alexander was educated at 
Norwood Public School and the Adelaide Pupil Teachers' School. For three years he taught at Unley Public School; then in 1908 
he attended the University of Adelaide, winning the Tinline scholarship in 1908 and first-class honours in history in 1910. He 
accepted a temporary assistant lectureship in the department of history and economics at the University of Queensland in 1913. 
Melbourne soon became honorary secretary of the newly formed Historical Society of Queensland and delivered its inaugural 
address. 

With ten years experience in the citizen forces, on 20 August 1914 he enlisted as captain in the 9th Battalion, Australian Imperial 
Force, left with the first contingent, shared in the horrors of Gallipoli and was wounded on 25 April and 4 June 1915. Invalided 
out of active service in October, Melbourne returned to his previous position at the University of Queensland in 1916, but for 
much of 1916-18 worked in censorship and on troopships. On 20 November 1916 he married Ellen Mary Lowenthal in the 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, Kangaroo Point, Brisbane. 

Melbourne returned to the university as lecturer in history and industrial history from 1919. He gained his M.A. in 1921 from the 
University of Adelaide for a thesis on the constitutional development of Queensland. He failed in 1922 to secure the foundation 
McCaughey chair in history and economics for which Henry Alcock, an Oxford graduate, was preferred. 

Regarded as a man of 'brilliance, bonhomie and restless initiative', 'always on the best of terms with his colleagues', Melbourne 
in 1920 was the first secretary of the University of Queensland academic staff association and the first non-professorial 
academic to be elected to the university senate in 1926-28 and 1932-43. He was a strong advocate of the St Lucia site and 
became heavily involved in the planning and construction of the new buildings. Vice-Chancellor J. D. Story was to remember 
Melbourne as 'one of the most virile and progressive members of the Senate' with 'a flair for organisation'. 

In 1928 he was awarded a Laura Spelman Rockefeller fellowship, enabling him to study at the University of London for a Ph.D. 
(1930) under A. P. Newton, Rhodes professor in Imperial history. This was an unusual and imposing achievement for a 
Queensland scholar in humanities. His work in London led to his writing two chapters in volume 7, part 1, of the Cambridge 
History of the British Empire (1933), his John Murtagh Macrossan lecture in 1932 on William Charles Wentworth (Brisbane, 1934) 
and his classic study, Early Constitutional Development in Australia (Oxford, 1934). Returning to Queensland by early 1931 and 
without a party-political affiliation, Melbourne was invited by Premier A. E. Moore to submit a scheme which would ensure 
reintroduction of a second chamber into the parliament. Melbourne's proposal was placed before Moore's party, but nothing 
came of it. 

At the suggestion of the public service commissioner and with financial support from the Moore government, the university 
senate sent him to Japan and China in 1931-32. Melbourne published his Report on Australian Intercourse with Japan and China 
(Brisbane, 1932). He was Queensland government representative on the Queensland and Federal advisory committees on 
Eastern trade (chairman of both in 1933-35). 

Having failed in attempts to secure chairs in Sydney (1929) and Adelaide (1934), Melbourne was appointed part-time foundation 
librarian and promoted associate professor. He was a frequent and fine public lecturer and broadcaster. 

In 1935 his application for the Australian trade commissionership in Tokyo was unsuccessful; the Japanese minister of foreign 
affairs, K. Hirota, supported him. Backed by the government and the university, Melbourne returned to East Asia in 1936 and 
compiled a Report on a Visit to the Universities of China and Japan (Brisbane, 1936). He also wrote several pamphlets on foreign 
policy for the Australian Institute of International Affairs. In 1937 he failed to secure the chair of history at the University of 
Melbourne. He was largely responsible for the engagement of a Japanese national, Ryonosuke Seita, to lecture in Oriental 
civilization in the University of Queensland's history department; Seita was interned soon after his arrival. 

World War II brought Melbourne back into national service as a deputy district censor. He died, childless, of cerebral 
haemorrhage at Glenrowan Private Hospital, Brisbane, on 7 January 1943 and was cremated with Congregational forms. His wife 
survived him. 

Citation details 
Malcolm I. Thomis, 'Melbourne, Alexander Clifford Vernon (1888–1943)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of 
Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/melbourne-alexander-clifford-vernon-
7552/text13177, published first in hardcopy 1986, accessed online 29 July 2017. 
 

This article was first published in hardcopy in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 10, (MUP), 1986 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/


 

Additional Biography 

 

Early Life 
 
Alexander was born on 10 June 1988 to parents William Clifford Melbourne (1864 – 1924) and Elizabeth Agnes 
Braidwood (1862 – 1961) SA Birth Registration 419/368) at Hackney. His siblings were Henry Eoin Sydney (1893 – 
1978) and sister, Julia Aileen (1895 – 1980) - See Appendix 1 - Family Tree.  
 
Alexander’s father, a printer by trade, was active in Union activities and an early member of the South Australian 
Labor Party. He was on the Board of the Children’s Hospital and on the Board and one time President of the Workers 
Education Association. He was also active in Church affairs. 
 

 
William Clifford Melbourne 

 
Schooling 
 
In 1900 Alexander was attending Sturt Street School, Adelaide and won an exhibition (scholarship) which assisted his 

studies at Norwood District School in 1901 (where he again won an exhibition). Alexander then attended the Student 

Teacher School (later became Adelaide High School  in 1908) where he passed his Junior Examinations in 1902. 

Alexander was a Pupil Teacher at Unley in 1905 and he was in the Cadet Corps from at least 1906, when he was a 

Lieutenant on probation. 

University 
 
In 1908 Alexander, aged 20, commenced studying toward his Bachelor of Arts at Adelaide University; he also passed 

Arts Examinations that year. In October 1910, Alexander wrote to the University Council suggesting that a University 

Regiment be formed. He won the Tinline Scholarship in 1908 and the History Prize in 1910. Alexander graduated 

with first class honours in 1910.  

University Sport 
 
Rifle 

Alexander shot for the Adelaide University Rifle Club and in June 1910 he represented the University at the Inter-

collegiate completions in 1910 and 1912. 



 

1910 Adelaide University Rifle Team 

 
Back: R.H.Chapman, A.O.Boer, S.W.Coombe, A.C.V.Melbourne, W.W.Cooper. 

Front: E.C.Grigson, C.T.Madigan (capt), H.D.Simpson (vice capt). 
Won by Melbourne 

 

1912 Adelaide University Rifle Team 

 
A.C.V. Melbourne – Seated – Second from Right 



 

Cricket 

 

Alexander represented the University in the B Grade District Cricket competition during the 1910/11 season. He had 

8 innings, total runs 102, highest score 37, average 12.7 and took 6 wickets at an average of 10.6. 

 

Early Teaching Career 
 
In November 1911 Alexander was appointed to teach at the Norwood District High School. This was followed by an 

appointment to Nailsworth in June 1912. In February 1913 Alexander accepted an appointment to lecture at the 

Queensland University.  

 

World War I 
 
Alexander enlisted on the 23rd of August 1914. His war experience is best read in his own words in the newspaper 
article below. 
 

       



 

 
 

      
 
 



 

 
  

          
 
 



 

 

      
 
Capt. A.C.V. Melbourne was wounded twice at Gallipoli and returned to Australia in November 1915. 
 

 



 

Family Life 

 
Alexander married Nellie Lowenthal on the 20th of November 1916, at St Mary’s Church, Kangaroo Point. The couple 
were frequently in the Brisbane papers attending social events such as the races. The couple did not have children. 
 

 
 

Alexander’s father William Clifford Melbourne died in December 1924 (see Appendix 2 – Obituary). His mother 
passed away in 1961 at the age of 99. 

 

Later Career 

 
 

 
 



 

Further biographical particulars for Alexander are in the “Who’s Who in Australia 1938’, Xth edition, Edited by 
Joseph A. Alexander, article below. 

 

 

 

  



 

Photos 
1938 

 
Opening of 4QR – Dr A.C.V. Melbourne at Right 

 

September 1939 

 
Captain A.C.V. Melbourne (centre) 

(Omrah Association – named after the ship ‘Omrah’ which transported the 9th Battalion to Gallipoli)   



 

Death 
 
Alexander died on 7 January 1943 and was cremated with Congregational forms. His wife survived him, passing away 
in 1954. They rest together at Mt. Thompson Memorial Gardens, Holland Park West, Brisbane City, Queensland, 
Australia 

 

               

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 1 

 

 



 

Appendix 2 

 



 

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

 

Sources and Acknowledgements: 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 

The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – ACV Melbourne) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Qld Government  http://resources.slq.qld.gov.au/images/slq/pub/2014-08-12/research/702692-19150522-

s0027/702692-19150522-s0027-001r.jpg 

Discovering ANZACs  https://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/browse/person/275037#$story-8408 

Qld Education Department https://hapi.uq.edu.au/study/awards-and-prizes 

“Who’s Who in Australia 1938’, Xth edition, Edited by Joseph A. Alexander 
Rob O’Shannassy AUFC/AUCC WW1 Committee  
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