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Gunner Ronald Dalton McKellar-Hall

Played with Adelaide University

MOBILITATE VIGEMUS

Football Club: 1914 (B Grade)

Student: 1914 (Arts and Science)




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is
to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will
be recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Ronald Dalton

McKellar-Hall. It is compilation of information and photographs
collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




Service Record

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=3007833
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Age [ Z years / months DISTINC‘HVF \lARkS
Height feet (/ )/q- inches ’1 W K ". /7’
Weight 13 '] 1bs.

Chest Measurcmentg)i ‘-;\Siinchc.q {[ e ,:’

Complexion neJ /\ ‘ X

Eyes \/\ ¢

Hair -7( a Loy

Religious Dcnomm.mo /( ’\7

CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

I HAVE examined the above-named person, and find that he does not present any
of the following conditions, viz.:—

Scrofula; phthisis; syphilis; impaired constitution; defective intelligence;
defects of vision, voice, or hearing; hernia; he2morrhoids; varicose veins, beyond
a limited extent ; marked varicocele with unusually pendent testicle; inveterate
cutaneous disease ; chronic ulcers; traces of corporal punishment, or evidence of
having been marked with the letters D. or B.C.; centracted or deformed chest;
abnormal curvature of spine; or any other disease or physical defect calculated to
unfit him for the duties of a soldier.

He can see the required distance with either eye; his heart and lungs are
healthy ; he has the free use of his joints and limbs; and he declares he is not
subject to fits of any description.

I consider him fit for active service.

Date = AR 31916
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Signature of Examiming Medical Officer.

CERTIFICATE OF COMMANDING OFFICER

I CERTIFY that this Attestation of the above named person is correct, and
that the required forms haae been complied mth I accordingly approve, and
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Reginald Dalton McKellar HALL

Regimental number 26907

Place of birth Broken Hill New South Wales

Religion Church of England

Occupation Student

Address Broken Hill, New South Wales

Marital status Single

Age at embarkation 19

Next of kin Father, A Hall, Argent Street, Broken Hill, New South Wales
Previous military service 78th Infantry

Enlistment date 13 March 1916

Rank on enlistment Driver

Unit name Field Artillery Brigade 6, Reinforcement 8

AWM Embarkation Roll number 13/34/3

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A15 Port Sydney on 7 September 1916
Rank from Nominal Roll Gunner

Unit from Nominal Roll 8th Field Artillery Brigade

Fate Returned to Australia 4 May 1917

Miscellaneous details (Nominal Roll) *Given name Reginald Dalton

HALL, Reginald Dalton McKellar

Service no 26907
Gunner
8th Field Artillery Brigade

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN

Born 07 February 1897 in Broken Hill, NSW

Son of Anthony James Alexander and Florence Mary HALL

Of 'Orville' Sulphide Street, Broken Hill, NSW

Occupation prior to enlistment Student

Enlisted 13 March 1916 at Adelaide, SA

Served in France

Returned to Australia 04 May 1917 per 'Miltiades' for family reasons
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J S Battye Library of West Australian History Collection

MCcKELLAR HALL, Dr Reginald Dalton, 1897-1991

Reginald McKellar Hall abandoned his plans to attend medical school at Adelaide University
in 1916 and instead joined the army as a gunner. After the First World War, he attended
Melbourne University, graduating with the Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery. He
completed a two year residency at the Melbourne Hospital before travelling to Scotland to
obtain his Fellowship. Returning to Australia, he arrived in Perth and in 1926 became
Orthopaedic Surgeon at the Royal Perth Hospital. He was Emeritus Consultant Orthopaedic
Surgeon at RPH and Princess Margaret Children’s Hospital.

Dr McKellar Hall is the author of “Reflections of an Orthopaedics Surgeon”; (a copy is
available at the SLWA).

Source:
R.D. McKellar - Hall, 1983, Reflections of an Orthopaedic Surgeon, Victoria Park, W.A.: Hesperian Press, c1983.

Biography

Reginald “Reg” Dalton McKellar-Hall was born on the 7" of February 1897 in Brocken Hill, NSW to Lawyer
Anthony James Alexander Hall (Adelaide University LL.B 1888) and Florence Mary McKellar (See Appendix 1).

Reg and his older brother Anthony attended the local Broken Hill schools initially, but they were sent to St
Peter’s College, Adelaide to complete their secondary education. After completing his Senior and Higher
Year examinations, Anthony enrolled at Adelaide University to study for an engineering degree. It was
Reg's plan to do medicine.

After completing his Senior Public Examinations in 1913, Reg stayed on at St Peter’s College in 1914 to
study for the Higher Year subjects which he needed to gain entrance into the Medical Faculty at Adelaide
University. One of the compulsory subjects was Biology, which was conducted only by Adelaide University
and required him to enroll. He passed Biology in the November 1914 examinations. The following year he
needed to reenroll again at St Peter’s College to complete another required subject (Physics) for entry to
Medicine. He passed the physics examination and was now set to begin his medical studies in 1916 at the
age of 19.

Reg was a fine all-round sportsman and was a member of the Firsts cricket team and football teams in
1914. In 1915 he was captain of the football team and vice-captain of cricket.

R. D, HALL, & Peter's Colloge




Critic (Adelaide, SA - 1897-1924) Wed 16 Dec 1914 Page 15 The College Boys at Cricket.

Brok Row—G, K. Jose, R. D, Hall, R, B. Coulter, R, G. Goodmag, G. IL. Leaver, H. G. Moyle.
ow—U), E. Colley JR.|G, Horwood, W. G, Coleman (cspt), L. Pellew, C. A. L. Oreig.

|
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Fri17 Dec 1915 / Page 3 / St Peters College Cricket Team, 1915
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R G Mc Hall (Back Row 3rd on right)

St. Peteras College Football Team.

Back Row—S. Swith, H, Florey, J. Legg, T. Bowen, A, Webb, J. Tarrent, B, Miller, A, Colley, V. Cocks, O. Thomay, L. Spiller
Front Row—1L, Pellew, R, Paxton, G. Jose (Vice-Capt ), ®. D, Hali (Capt ), R. thon W, Auld, E, Pellew




Adelaide University Football Club

Although playing football for St Peter’s College in 1914, including the important intercollegiate match
against Prince Alfred College in July, it appears Reg was enticed (probably by some of his old St Peter’s
College mates) in August to play for the Adelaide University B team, which at the time was second on the
premiership table in the Adelaide Students Association Competition. As a bona-fide student at Adelaide
University studying biology, he was qualified to play. Their rivals, Adelaide High School, had beaten
Adelaide University earlier in the season and were top of the premiership table at the end of the minor
round.

After having eliminated Christian Brothers College in the semi-final (with Hall in the best players) the
following week, in the premiership match, they would come up against Adelaide High School again who
had also won their semi-final. With Reg again in the best players, the University team won by a narrow 5-
point margin.

Observer (Adelaide, SA - 1905 - 1931) Sat 8 Aug 1914

ADELAIDE STUDENTS' ARS8, l,)'fltlx,

Semi-finals.—Christian Brothers' College Jost to
I'niversity B, 11.8-3.4. Best  playsrsi—Uni-
versitv —Timeke, Hall, O'Nelll, Dowiing, MNelis,
Turner, Laurie, Piper, and Shanusv, LON | N S
Power, Viek, Fox, Jones, Spain, Harrls, Fi'z
geruld, and McCarthy.,  Goulklvkers: Urnfiorsity
Shanuasy (1), Piper, Timcke (2),  Goyner,
Baaner, and Ncoita (1), C.B.C. - Riley (¥), and
Hogan (1),

Observer (Adelaide, SA - 1905 - 1931) Sat 15 Aug 1914

ADFLAIDE STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION.

Promivrsnip,—University R, 5.10, heat figh
School, 5.5. Best players:—Winners—Timcke,
Stoate, Hall, Dowling, Rayner, Shinasy, laurie,
and Padman.  Losers - Davy, Tulden, "f.t;ht'“,
O'Grady, Saide. Symonda, Jacoba, vnd_ Forgan
Goalkickere: - Winners- Shanisy  (8), Neita  aud
Meldrim (1), Losers- Treloar (2), Mad g,
Murphy, and Symonds ().

The rules of the competition in those days allowed the team that finished minor round premiers and lost
the grand-final the right to a "challenge match". In that match the University team repeated its win over
Adelaide high School, this time by a larger margin.

The Mail (Adelaide, SA - 1912 - 1954) Sun 13 Sep 1914

ADELAIDE STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION
PREM] ERSHIP

University B, 612 bLeat High School, ¢&
layers:—Universitr-~Timcke, Lu rr 1 are

neT, Dowling, Besumont. High School-
O Grady, Oavey, Bude, Mitchel, Sywcnas, ok
den, Treloar, Sireich. Goalkickers: —-Univenity—
Laurie and Piper (2), Guymer, and Timcke, High
School—bymonds, Treoar, Madigan, and Poiden.

It appears from the fact that Reg is not in the 1914 AUFC B Grade Premiership Team photo, that he did not
play in the September Challenge final. This could be explained by the fact that the St Peter’s College




football team was in Melbourne at the time for the annual matches against Melbourne Grammar and
Scotch College.

The Mail (Adelaide, SA:1912-1954) / Thu17 Sep 1914 / Page 3 / THE FOOTBALL FIELD
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= ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY B FOOTHALL TEAM. \
Back Row—(YNcill, Webb, Stoate, Sweeney, Tmucke, eBaumont, Webb, Pom oy, Piper, and Gillen.
Middle Row - Shanasy. Guymer. Tur ner, Guymer, Dowling.
Front Row—Padman, Laure, Rodger, Beare, Rayner.
Marchagt Photo. K

World War | Service

At the beginning of 1916 Reg abandoned his plans to study medicine at Adelaide University and enlisted on
13th March 1916 alongside many of his St Peters Football and Cricketing teammates.

This would have been a great worry to his parents having lost their eldest son Anthony at Gallipoli in May
1915.

HALL, Anthony Basil

Service No: 213
Sergeant
10th Battalion

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN

Occupation prior to enlisting: Electrical Engineer
4 at Keswick, South Australia
ober 1914

g

Gallipoli, Turkey




Further tragedy followed to make things worse when his father (Anthony Snr) died on 7th March 1917
leaving his wife in desperate circumstances. He had died intestate and heavily in debt. In January just prior
to his father's death, Reg had been on the front lines in France and had been promoted to the rank of

Gunner.

With his Mother, who was unwell, almost deaf, and penniless, his uncle contacted the Army Command to
request Reg to be discharged on compassionate grounds.

Reginald Dalton McKellar Hall - Statement of Service




After the War and Medical Studies

After being discharged from the army on compassionate grounds in 1917, Reg was supported by his uncle
in Melbourne and was able to realise his ambition to study medicine. Enrolling at Melbourne University in
1918, he completed his MBBS degree and spent two years residency at Royal Melbourne Hospital.

Orthopaedic Surgeon and Life in Perth
Moving to Perth in 1926 and after gaining experience overseas, Reg became a specialist orthopaedic

surgeon at the Royal Perth Hospital. In December 1928, Reg married Melbourne girl Linda Anderson who
he had met during his time at Melbourne University and Royal Melbourne Hospital.

Miss Linda Anderson.

This beaming smile belongs to Linda
Anderson, who, with her father, is
visiting Perth. The Andersons hgil from
Skelmollie, Kooyongkoot-road, Hawthorn,
Victoria. Linda hus become afianced to
our popular young medico Dr. Reg. MeKel-
| lar Hall.  Bhe possesses three most en-
viable qualities, being o good all-round

sport, having a charming persounality, and
l knowing the right way to wear her pretty
frocks.

! Heg. is the only gon of the Inte Mr, and
y Mrs. Anthony McKellar Hall, of Broken

Hill fame, and nephew of Mr. Bob Hall,

who possesscs that very nice house with
| the remarkable garden in Mount-street.
| Before the peal of wedding bells will be

heard, Mr. James Anderson and his
daughter propose taking a short trip to

Java and Bingapore. At present the Es-

planade Hotol is their resting place.

During his long career as an orthopaedic surgeon he was known to have special interests in the following
areas:

Reg was very much involved with the rehabilitation of soldiers who has suffered amputations and other
serious injuries to limbs and fought hard for governments to fund care and facilities for them.

He was very interested in the politics of medicine and served a term as president of the Orthopaedics
Association of Australiain 1961.

His other great interest was in the care and treatment of crippled children. This arose after the Polio
epidemics in Australia in the 1940's and 50's. He was for many years Honorary Surgeon and President of
the Western Australian Crippled Childrens Association.




Mr. . Renton:Coomber presenting a chogque fo the organiser of the Crippled
Children’s Association (Miss Jean Lang), on behall of the Vactric erganisation.
On the loft is Mr, W, J. Lucas, who aponsored the ball. and mecond from right
is the president of the Crippled Children’s Associgtion (D2l R. D, McKellar Hallk

Reg was also a very keen and low handicap golfer and an esteemed and long serving member of the Lake
Karrinyup Golf Club.

Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885 - 1954) / Thu 29 Jul 1937

Lake: Karrinyup chompionship.  Doctors F. Clarke end R. McKellar Hell
theck their cards.

85 - Thu 21 Oct 1937 Page 1 Yachting Ball

Mrs L. Gloskin, Paymaster-Commander White, Miss J. Bunning, Mrs. and Dr. McKellar Hall and
Mr. L. Gloskin (commodore of the clubl.




Reg and his wife Linda travelled extensively overseas and carried a high profile on the Perth social set.

Of their children, a daughter Sonia McKellar-Hall, was a champion swimmer representing Western
Australia in the National Championships. She held numerous State junior and senior records.

The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954)
Sat 4 Feb 1950

\SWIMMING RECORDS BROKEN

Four Siate records wers broken and vne lnauqural record was
| sst ot Jast night's third Sigle champlonship swimming caralval
@t Crowley Baths,

' The new record-holdery are | (T e 200 women's Wressteiroke: |
| Misses S MoKollar-Hall, B.|K Medargan €3 4 R
[ Hicks, V., Maunng, the Clares ?;'“';“;""' “;‘ 2 3 "‘Dd az) 'Srt‘:l
‘v|1_wull women's  fenm  snd Do emaer ‘11 ?(“,;,,.,,,, v "“M,’l{
Cppleston Mlasst 1 Jenseth (L) ol
Misa Hicks  (Claremont) swam | Hes “"“; |.( 7 our'-;;’ rn f;‘ "‘"" R
e OYs A '
| the junior women's 110yds. free- | 15 S0 P o o e erhy e
Istyle in T1.7p2c. 10 lower ber own | L W, Cocks Mara) 30 98 feee |
| State tecord by 2L9%ec, and n| 110 -rl it wonien 8 freestyie: B

the wame tuoe  Miss Mazaning | YV "T (R 1 Volimniag (Mam! |

; Tawe
J-Bas-mdum wwam  second N | (records. 110 Junior men's free.
| TV .85cc 10wt up o few undes-i4 [ vivles R Howtslow (Ol W)
record. Alherden N 20 O, Winelne (Co.)

n ' 3 G e B elrls  under 14
_lhe Claremont women's 1eam: | i paatatroie: M. febu (Belr 10 M
S McKellar-Hall M, Pascall, l'-nl-‘ln.lﬂﬂ ) 1‘.')',1 AVery :““:"
7 - (% 1O v men's  hreast-
‘ﬁ':.l ‘""li n "".h ‘“nlm‘lhc 4 sirwkn. B Birindal (Mef ) 1) ‘huin
felsy In Son MC 104 Gong. (K idley (04,1 Alannaiiied. )
hreak the 1hyearold record of [ 116 bors under 14 freestyle
| Nedlands Club by 2.éscc. Duy ideiy 10 R "”"‘..' i“‘“' &

#, Evany (Paasi 3
‘ Miss McKellaz-Hall .h‘;, fow- no Gien's miadiey LEAInS L'l-n-n.unl
ered  het  own  Stute  220y88 | No. L. 11 Dassendean o0 Chty 3.
| women 'y breasistroke time, swim 'm n rQ’cl pet l‘n lllo --.:.-«r.,
I \ M owms Mremaon 1) i Jiaze. |
"';""“ the distonce b Imin. 24.3 nenml No 7d:. l|| 1. Bmin 3124
- [ {recor 119 _men's inlers
ETATE TITLEA, irndinte  freestyle n. Bdl onton |
65 bows undor 12 brsaMatroke: (Ol 10 D Mureds O 20 G
’n Jolinstone /Mel ) 30 R, Ilunmun | Wisaing Qe J. 712sce, (Inaug
Wi (CL) B C, Feddick (Rowk.) 3. reecsd) [
!

T

Tragically the McKellar-Hall's lost their son, Anthony Basil in a car accident in 1956 when he was only 18.
He had been named in memory of Reg's brother who had been killed at Gallipoli at the age of 19.

Linda passed away in 1979 aged 76. Reg died in 1991 aged 94

Figure 1. Mr Reginald Dalton McKellar Hall (1897-1991) FRCS Author of 'Reflections of an
Orthopaedic Surgeon'’. Photograph reproduced used with the permission of Mr Peter Bridges owner

of hesperianpress.com

Profile Compiled by: Rob O'Shannassy AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee
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e National Archives of Australia - WW1 Service Records
e  State Library of Western Australia

e Ancestry.Com - Public Member Family Tree




Appendix 1

1897
(AGE)

1915

iz

1917
20

1944

47

1951
54

1579
az

Reginald 'Reg' D McKellar Hall

Birth
About 1897 « Broken Hill, New South Wales, Australia
2 Sources

Death of Brother Anthony Basil Mckellar Hall (1895-1915)
18 May 1915 « Dardanelles, Canakkale, Turkey

Death of Father Anthony James Alexander Hall (1864-1917)
1917 + Broken Hill

Death of Mother Florence Mary McKellar (-1944)
15 Jun 1944 « Broken Hill, New South Wales

Arrival

27 Aug 1851 « London, England
1 Source

Death of Wife Linda Winifred Anderson (1903-1979)
1979 « Perth, Western Australia

McKellar-Hall, Ronald Dalton v.1

Family

Parents

l Anthony James Alexander
Hall
1864-1917

Florence Mary McKellar
-1944

Siblings »

3 Anthony Basil Mckellar Hall
1895-1915

Spouse

Linda Winifred Anderson
1903-1979




