
 

 
 

Capt. John Eric McGlashan 
(Military Cross) 

 

 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club: 1906 v Scotch (Melbourne) & 1907 

Degree – MB BS (1909) 

 



 

 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of John Eric 

McGlashan.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 

 



 

 

The AIF Project 

 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=198017 
 

 
 

John Eric McGLASHAN 
 

Place of birth Orroroo, South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Medical practitioner 

Address Booleroo Centre, South Australia 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 29 

Height 5' 8" 

Weight 140 lbs 

Next of kin Wife, Mrs M B McGlashan, c/o Gavin Gardner, Royal Exchange, King 
William Street, Adelaide, South Australia 

Previous military service Served in the Australian Army Medical Corps (Reserve). 

Enlistment date 1 August 1916 

Rank on enlistment Captain 

Unit name Medical Officers 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board HMAT A60 
Aeneas on 30 September 1916 

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain 

Unit from Nominal Roll Australian Army Medical Corps 

Fate Returned to Australia 20 April 1919 

Medals Military Cross 
'For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in charge of the 
evacuation of wounded during an attack. He visited his various posts 
under heavy shell and machine gun fire, and was largely responsible for 
the successful evacuation of the wounded.' 
Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 23 
Date: 12 February 1919  

Discharge date 8 August 1919 

Other details War service: Western Front 
Medals: Military Cross, British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Sources NAA: B2455, McGLASHAN John Eric 

  

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=198017


 

Service Record 
 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=1944434 

 

 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=1944434


 

Australian War Memorial 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1608968?search 

 

Captain John Eric McGlashan  

Rank Captain 

Unit 14th Australian Field Ambulance 

Conflict/Operation First World War, 1914-1918 

Recommendation Military Cross 

 

 
 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1586658?search 

  

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1608968?search
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1586658?search


 

Published Biography 
 
Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who Served in World War 1, 

C Verco, A Summers, T Swain & M Jelly. July 2014 

 

  



 

Published Biography (continued) 
 

Australian Doctors on the Western Front By Robert Likeman CSM 

 

 
 

 

John Eric McGlashan 



 

Additional Biography 

Early Life 
John Eric (Ricky) McGlashan was born at Orroroo, SA on the 31st of August 1888, the son of John McGlashan and 
Emma Maria Whitford. 
 

Schooling 
Ricky attended Carrieton Public School where he passed his Primary Examinations in 1902, Junior Examinations in 

1903 (coming fourth in the Special Honours list and sixth in the Senior Honours list for Latin) and Senior 

Examinations in 1904 (coming seventh in the Special Honours list). He was captain of the football team and a tennis 

player. In March 1905 he passed his Higher Public examinations. 

 

University 
Ricky commenced studying medicine at Adelaide University in March 1905. In 1907 he won the Dr. Davies Thomas 

Scholarship (student of the third year). His MB BS was conferred in December 1909. 

 

University Sport 
Ricky was the reserve for the Adelaide University football team in their match against Melbourne Scotch in July 1906 

and played for the Club in the Adelaide and Suburban Association competition in 1907. 

 

Career 
In January 1910 Dr J.E. McGlashan was appointed a Resident Medical Officer at the Adelaide Hospital. In February 
1911 Ricky left Adelaide to reside at Hammond, near Orroroo in the mid north of SA. He later moved to Booleroo 
Centre.  
 
In January 1914, “John Eric McGlashan, M.B., B.S., Booleroo Centre, South Australia, elder son of J. M. McGlashan, 
Salisbury, S.A.,” became engaged “to Mary Beatrice Gardner, B. A., third daughter of Gavin F. Gardner, St. Peter's, 
S.A.”. In February 1914 he left SA to complete further studies in London. 
 

 
 



 

After returning from his studies in London, Ricky married Mary Beatrice Gardner on the 18th of February 1915. Mary 
had graduated from Adelaide University with a B.A. in 1909. 
 

 
 

World War I 
Ricky joined the A.A.M.C Reserve in September 1915. In September 1916 he travelled to Melbourne to embark for 
the front.  On the 12th  of November 1916, Ricky and Mary’s son John Gardner McGlashan was born. Ricky’s career in 
WWI is detailed in the Biography above. In September 1918, Ricky was awarded the Military Cross He returned to 
Australia in June 1919. 
 

 



 

 

On his return from the war Ricky purchased an 8/9 Clement Bayard motor vehicle.  

Ricky and Mary then moved to Orroroo where Ricky was instrumental in the building of the local hospital and an 

active member of the community.  

 

Dr J.E. McGlashan – Standing – second from left 

Ricky and Mary’s second son, Gavin, was born on the 21st of July 1921. 

While at Orroroo, Ricky played golf, tennis, cricket and bridge and was Honorary Clerk of Scales for Orroroo Jockey 

Club. Ricky was also involved in the local RSL. In November 1922 Ricky purchased a 16.9 Hupmobile.  

 



 

In October 1924 the family moved to Western Australia. Details of their farewell from Orroroo are in the newspaper 

article below.  

 

Continued 



 

 



 

Western Australia 

In November 1924 Ricky commenced a practice at Leake Street, Cottesloe, WA.  

In September 1926, Dr. J. E. McGlashan of 248 St George's Terrace, purchased one of the latest Model 503 Fiat cars.  

1926 Fiat 503 

 

In December 1928 Ricky left for Vienna to undertake further studies. In April 1929, his wife, left to meet him in 

London. The couple returned to WA in July 1929 after a holiday trip abroad. In August 1929 Dr. J. E. McGlashan, of 

Perth, purchased a Fiat six saloon (the third Fiat owned by Dr. McGlashan). 

In January 1931 Ricky played in a University Students versus Doctors Cricket match on University Oval, Perth. 

 

“Ricky” McGlashan – Top Photo – Far Left. 



 

In December 1932 Ricky and Mary left Perth on a five-week trip to Noumea by the ‘Oronsay”. In August 1933, Dr. 

John Eric McGlashan of 17 Thompson Road, Claremont, purchased a Triumph, Super 9. 

 

 
1933 Triumph Super 9 

 
In April 1935 Dr. J. E. McGlashan and Dr. G. R.Troup left Perth by the ‘Manoora” for Melbourne, where they joined 
the ‘Mariposa’ on their way to America. They expected to be away for about five months undertaking post graduate 
studies. In August 1935, Mary sailed to Colombo to meet Ricky, who was returning from London. They arrived back 

in Perth in late September and Ricky resumed his practice at Shell House. 
 
In May 1938 Ricky and Mary travelled aboard the ‘Strathallan’ on a holiday trip to Colombo.  
 

Ricky and Mary’s elder son, John Gardner McGlashan, attended Adelaide University and qualified MB BS in 1942. He 

played cricket for the Adelaide University Cricket Club (1937/38 -1940/41) and Intervarsity Cricket in December 

1938. 

 

In April 1940, Dr. J. E. McGlashan returned to Perth after a four weeks' visit to Sydney and Melbourne. He was 

accompanied by Mrs. McGlashan.  

 

In December 1940 Ricky was joined in partnership with Dr Hamish Macmillan. Ricky was on the honorary medical 

staff of the Perth Hospital and the Children’s Hospital as a consultant Dermatologist. 

 

Ricky did not serve in WWII but his sons John Gardner (SN - SX20957, enlisted 3 August 1942, Wayville, SA, Captain) 

and Gavin (SN - WX27106 21 July 1942, Fremantle, WA, Sergeant) both served.  

 

Death 
Ricky passed away on 16th October 1942, aged 54. He was cremated at Karrakatta Cemetery; his last abode had 

been at Claremont. He was survived by his wife, Mary, and sons, John and Gavin.  

Mary Beatrice McGlashan died on 24 Apr 1979, Perth, Western Australia, age 91 years. 

 



 

 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

Sources 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged –) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who Served in World War 1, 

C Verco, A Summers, T Swain & M Jelly. July 1914 

Australian Doctors on the Western Front By Robert Likeman CSM 

WA Cemetery Authority  http://www2.mcb.wa.gov.au/ 

Ancestry  http://search.ancestry.co.uk/ 
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