
 

 
Lieut. Ross McDonald 

 

 
 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club:  Intervarsity (1911) 

Degree:  LLB (1913) 

Knighthood:  1950 

 

 

 



 

 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University Football 

and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who served in the 

Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on hold their academic, 

professional and sporting careers for King and Country in the name of 

peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is 

endeavouring to identify every one of our players who served and 

prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their sacrifices and further 

contributions to society will be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket bearing a 

plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Ross McDonald.  It 

is compilation of information and photographs collected from a 

variety of historical sources. 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The AIF Project 
 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=196411 

 

 

Ross McDonald 

Religion Presbyterian 

Occupation Solicitor 

Address 'Tasma', Parliament Place, Melbourne, Victoria 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 28 

Next of kin Father, A McDonald, National Bank of Australasia, Melbourne, Victoria 

Enlistment date 15 February 1916 

Rank on enlistment 2nd Lieutenant 

Unit name Howitzer Brigade 119 

AWM Embarkation Roll 

number 
13/136/1 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A60 Aeneas on 3 October 

1916 

Rank from Nominal Roll Lieutenant 

Unit from Nominal Roll General List 

Fate Returned to Australia 18 July 1919 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=196411


 

Service Record 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=1843504 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=1843504


 

Published Biographies 
 

http://parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/library/MPHistoricalData.nsf/(Lookup)/AE3F6C86D4106478482577E50028A

6F5?OpenDocument 

http://parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/library/MPHistoricalData.nsf/(Lookup)/AE3F6C86D4106478482577E50028A6F5?OpenDocument
http://parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/library/MPHistoricalData.nsf/(Lookup)/AE3F6C86D4106478482577E50028A6F5?OpenDocument


 

 
 

 



 

 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mcdonald-sir-robert-ross-10936 

 

Biography - Sir Robert Ross McDonald 

 

by G. C. Bolton and Tresna Shorter

 

Sir Robert Ross McDonald (1888-1964), lawyer and politician, was born on 25 January 1888 at Albany, Western 
Australia, son of Angus McDonald, bank manager, and his wife Mary Jane, née Elder. Ross was educated at Fremantle 
School, Scotch College, Perth, and the University of Adelaide (LL.B., 1913). After passing Barristers' Board 
examinations, he was admitted to the Western Australian Bar on 15 March 1910 and in 1912 formed a partnership 
with L. W. Lohrman. On 15 February 1916 McDonald was commissioned in the Australian Imperial Force. He served 
with the 4th Division Artillery on the Western Front in 1918 and his appointment terminated on 2 November 1919. 

Back in Perth, McDonald joined Robinson, Cox, Jackson & Wheatley and became a partner in 1921. His reputation in 
commercial law was recognized by his appointment in 1923 to the royal commission inquiring into the Kendenup 
land schemes of C. J. De Garis. A founding member (1928) of the Law Society of Western Australia, he lectured part 
time at the university in 1928-31. He took silk on 10 February 1936. 

One of Perth's most eligible bachelors, McDonald chose not to marry. He was honorary aide-de-camp (1925-31) to 
the governor Sir William Campion, a foundation member of Perth Rotary Club (president 1929-30), and president (for 
twenty years) of the local branch of the Victoria League. Elected to the Legislative Assembly as the Nationalist 
member for West Perth on 8 April 1933, he became party leader and deputy-leader of the Opposition in April 1938. 
McDonald was a polite and constructive antagonist to moderate Labor governments. In 1945 he oversaw the 
incorporation of the Western Australian Nationalists into the Liberal Party. Believing that the new party required 
rural leadership, he offered to stand down as leader early in 1946 but was persuaded to remain until replaced by (Sir) 
Ross McLarty in December. 

On 1 April 1947 the Liberal-Country Party coalition took office. McLarty appointed McDonald attorney-general, 
minister for police and minister for native affairs; in January 1948 he exchanged the two former portfolios for 
housing and forests. As attorney-general, he opposed what many Western Australians saw as the encroachments of 
the Federal Labor government. In his other ministries he was a force for reform, showing a lively concern for the 
living standards of timber workers, and infusing fresh vigour into Aboriginal policy with the appointment of the 
Papua-trained S. G. Middleton as commissioner for native affairs. Resigning from cabinet in October 1949, and from 
parliament in March 1950, he was knighted in the following June. 

Well liked and respected, but marked by a gentlemanly reticence, McDonald was a trustee (1950-58) of the Public 
Library, Museum and Art Gallery of Western Australia, a member (1950-61) of the senate of the University of 
Western Australia, and chairman (1954-56) of St Catherine's, the first women's college at the university. He was also 
a director of numerous companies, chairman (1956-60) of the Royal Perth Hospital board and a foundation member 
of the State branch of the National Trust of Australia. Sir Ross died on 25 March 1964 in Perth and was buried in 
Karrakatta cemetery with Presbyterian forms. His estate was sworn for probate at £48,773. 
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Additional Biography 
 
Robert Ross McDonald’s life and WWI service are well documented in the biographies above and the Who’s Who in 
Australia (1938) and Scotch College Obituary below. 
 

 
 
Schooling 
 
Ross McDonald completed his secondary education at Scotch College, Perth. He passed his Junior Public 
Examinations in 1902 (6 subjects / 1 Credit/equal 16th in the Special Honour List) and his Senior Public Examination in 
1903 (7 subjects / 1 Credit/ 11th in the Special Honour List). Perth secondary school student’s examinations were 
conducted by the University of Adelaide, so Honour Lists included students from both Western Australia and South 
Australia. 
 

Photograph of Ross McDonald published in the Scotch College, Perth, Recorder in 1912. 
 

 



 

 
Adelaide University 
 
Following completion of his secondary education, Ross wanted to be a lawyer. In Western Australia, the only way at 
that time in which lawyers could qualify for admission to practice was by undergoing a period of practical training 
and service of 5 years in articles with a practising lawyer. In 1910, at 22 years of  age, Ross had completed the 
necessary practical experience with a law firm and was finally admitted to the Western Australian Bar. He further 
desired to complete study towards a law degree (LLB), however the University of Western Australia (founded in 
1911) did not have a Law School until 1927. Like many other legal practitioners from W.A. had done before him, Ross 
enrolled at the University of Adelaide to complete . While some reports suggest that Ross completed the bulk of his 
studies remotely from Perth, WA, however he came across to Adelaide on some occasions. 
 
In 1912, Ross was a prominent member of the Young Liberals’ Society and was becoming known in W.A. political 
circles.  

 
Ross completed his Law Degree from 1911 to 1913 and at the Annual Commemoration ceremony for admission to 
the Law Degree it was noted that he achieved this without the advantage of attending lectures. 
 

 
 



 

University Sport 
In 1911 on one of his visits to Adelaide, he represented Adelaide University in the Intervarsity Football Match against 
Melbourne University in Melbourne.  
 

 
 

World War I 
Ross enlisted on the 15th of February 1916 in the 119 Howitzer Brigade and was described as 5’ 8¾”, 115 lbs, with a 
medium complexion, grey eyes and black hair. In September 1916 he became a 2nd Lieutenant and his unit embarked 
from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A60 Aeneas on 3 October 1916. Ross was promoted to Lieutenant on the 
1st of August 1917. On 18th January 1918 he proceeded to France. He returned to Australia on the ‘Orsova’ on 18 July 
1919. 
 

Career in Newspaper Articles 
The University of WA established a Law School in 1927 and Ross McDonald was one of the first lecturers. 
 

1928 

 
Ross McDonald – Middle Row – Third from Right 



 

1931 

 
 

May 1936  

    
 



 

1938 

 
Ross McDonald (at left) 

 

1939                                                                                   1940 

        
 



 

1946 

 
 

Ross McDonald (second from left) 
 

1947 

 
–Mr Ross McDonald  



 

1948 

 
 
 



 

1949 

 
Mr Ross McDonald – Second from Right 

 

1950 

 
Mr Ross McDonald – second from left 

 



 

1950 

 
Sir Ross McDonald 

 

1952 

 
Sir Ross McDonald 



 

Death 
Sir Ross died on 25 March 1964 in Perth and was buried in Karrakatta cemetery. The following Obituary appeared 
Scotch College (Perth) Recorder (1964): 

 

 

  



 

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 
 

Sources 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – (Robert) Ross McDonald KC) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Scotch College Recorded  https://archives.scotch.wa.edu.au/ 

“Who’s Who in Australia 1938’, Xth edition, Edited by Joseph A. Alexander 
WA Cemetery Authority  http://www2.mcb.wa.gov.au/NameSearch/search.php 
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