Lieut. Ross McDonald

Played with Adelaide University

Football Club: Intervarsity (1911)
Degree: LLB (1913)
Knighthood: 1950




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University Football
and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who served in the
Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on hold their academic,
professional and sporting careers for King and Country in the name of
peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is
endeavouring to identify every one of our players who served and
prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their sacrifices and further
contributions to society will be recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket bearing a
plagque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Ross McDonald. It
is compilation of information and photographs collected from a
variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=196411

Religion
Occupation
Address

Marital status

Age at embarkation
Next of kin
Enlistment date
Rank on enlistment
Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll
number

Embarkation details

Rank from Nominal Roll
Unit from Nominal Roll

Fate

Ross McDonald

Presbyterian

Solicitor

'Tasma’, Parliament Place, Melbourne, Victoria

Single

28

Father, A McDonald, National Bank of Australasia, Melbourne, Victoria
15 February 1916

2nd Lieutenant

Howitzer Brigade 119

13/136/1

Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A60 Aeneas on 3 October
1916

Lieutenant
General List

Returned to Australia 18 July 1919



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=196411

Service Record

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=1843504



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=1843504

Published Biographies

http://parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/library/MPHistoricalData.nsf/(Lookup)/AE3F6C86D4106478482577E50028A

6F5?0penDocument

Member Name
Principal Honours
Birth

Gender

Arrival in WA

Biographical Register of Members of the Parliament of Western Australia

<<- Return to previous screen

(Robert) Ross McDonald
Knighted June 1950
Date 25 January 1888 Place Albany, Western Australia

Male

Occupation

Employment History

House

Local Government
Service

Party

Date Elected

Parents Son of Angus McDonald, bank manager, and Mary Jane Elder
Marriage and Family Unmarried
Death Date 25 March 1964 Place St John of God Hospital, Subiaco,
Western Australia
Cemetery Karrakatta Cemetery, Cause of Death
Western Australia
Religion Presbyterian
Education Educated Scotch College, Perth and University of Adelaide (by external study)}—LLB

Admitted to the Bar 10 March 1910, KC 12 May 1936, Hon. LLD (University of
Western Australia) 1961

Lawyer

Enlisted Australian Imperial Force 15 February 1916 in Victoria, 2nd Lieutenant of
Artillery

To United Kingdom in 1916 then to France and Belgium, served with 39th Battery
and 119th Howitzer Battery, 4th Division Artillery; promoted Lieutenant 1 August
1917

Discharged 2 November 1919

From 1919 with legal firm Robinson, Cox and Wheatley (later Robinson and Cox),
became partner

Member Law Society

Part-time lecturer Law School, University of Western Australia, 1928-1931
Criginal vice-president for Australian and first chairman for Western Australian,
International Commission of Jurists

Director of numerous companies from 1950

Knighted June 1950

MLA

Nationalist then Liberal
Vice-president Nationalist Party 1936-1943

8 April 1933



http://parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/library/MPHistoricalData.nsf/(Lookup)/AE3F6C86D4106478482577E50028A6F5?OpenDocument
http://parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/library/MPHistoricalData.nsf/(Lookup)/AE3F6C86D4106478482577E50028A6F5?OpenDocument

Inaugural Speech

Valedictory Speech
Year Retired/Resigned
Electorate

Parliamentary Service

=

MzDonald, (Robert) Ross, Inaugural Speech pdf

1950
West Perth

Electorates
= MLA West Perth 8 April 1933-25 March 1950

Office
» Leader Nationalist Party (Liberal from 1945) 13 April 1938-14 December 1946
= Attorney General, Minister for Police and Native Affairs 1 April 1947-5 January
1948
= Minister for Housing, Forests and Native Affairs 5 January 1948-7 October
1949

Committees
» Chairman Select Committee on the Rural Relief Fund Act Amendment Bill 1937
» Chairman Select Committee on the Utility of Certain Railway Devices
1942-1943
s Member Joint Select Committee on Alternative Sites for the Erection of Public
Buildings 1939-1940
» Member Select Committee on the Land Bill 1933
Member Select Committee on the Purchasers’ Protection Bill 1933
» Member Select Committee on the City of Perth Superannuation Fund Bill 1934
Member Select Committee on the Electoral Act (1907-1921) 1935
Member Select Committee on the Commowealth Powers Bill 1943

Background/Membership

Qualifications

References

Further Information

Bibliography

Royal Commissions
= Member Royal Commission inquiring into the Kendenup Fruit Co Ltd and De
Garis (WA) Development Co Ltd 1923
= Member Hon Royal Commission inquiring into the Administration of the Municipal
Council of the City of Perth 1937-1938

Founder and original president National Trust

Member Board of Trustees Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery 1950-1958
Warden State War Memorial 1952

Chairman Medical School Appeal 1955

Chairman Royal Perth Hospital 1956-1960

President Friends of Royal Perth Hospital

Member Senate University of Western Australia 1950-1961

Chairman and member of council St Catherine’s University College

Member council Scotch College

President Victoria League for 20 years and then deputy president

Member Weld Club and Perth Rotary Club, latter from formation, and president in
1930

Captain Hon aide-de-camp to Governor 1925-1931

Member council and vice-chairman Finance Committee Boy Scouts Association

Bachelor of Laws (LL B), King's Counsel (KC), Honorary Doctor of Laws (Hon LL D)

D Black and G Bolton, eds, Biographical Register of Members of the Parliament of
Western Australia: volume two 1930-2010, Western Australian Parliamentary
History Project, Perth, Wa, 2011, p. 157.

G. C. Bolton and Tresna Shorter, 'McDonald, Sir Robert Ross (1888-1964)',
Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian National
University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mcdonald-sir-robert-ross-10936
[/text19431, published first in hardcopy 2000, accessed online 23 December 2015.
West Australian, 12 April 1933.

Who's Who in Australia, (1950)




http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mcdonald-sir-robert-ross-10936

Biography - Sir Robert Ross McDonald

by G. C. Bolton and Tresna Shorter

Sir Robert Ross McDonald (1888-1964), lawyer and politician, was born on 25 January 1888 at Albany, Western
Australia, son of Angus McDonald, bank manager, and his wife Mary Jane, née Elder. Ross was educated at Fremantle
School, Scotch College, Perth, and the University of Adelaide (LL.B., 1913). After passing Barristers' Board
examinations, he was admitted to the Western Australian Bar on 15 March 1910 and in 1912 formed a partnership
with L. W. Lohrman. On 15 February 1916 McDonald was commissioned in the Australian Imperial Force. He served
with the 4th Division Artillery on the Western Front in 1918 and his appointment terminated on 2 November 1919.

Back in Perth, McDonald joined Robinson, Cox, Jackson & Wheatley and became a partner in 1921. His reputation in
commercial law was recognized by his appointment in 1923 to the royal commission inquiring into the Kendenup
land schemes of C. J. De Garis. A founding member (1928) of the Law Society of Western Australia, he lectured part
time at the university in 1928-31. He took silk on 10 February 1936.

One of Perth's most eligible bachelors, McDonald chose not to marry. He was honorary aide-de-camp (1925-31) to
the governor Sir William Campion, a foundation member of Perth Rotary Club (president 1929-30), and president (for
twenty years) of the local branch of the Victoria League. Elected to the Legislative Assembly as the Nationalist
member for West Perth on 8 April 1933, he became party leader and deputy-leader of the Opposition in April 1938.
McDonald was a polite and constructive antagonist to moderate Labor governments. In 1945 he oversaw the
incorporation of the Western Australian Nationalists into the Liberal Party. Believing that the new party required
rural leadership, he offered to stand down as leader early in 1946 but was persuaded to remain until replaced by (Sir)
Ross Mclarty in December.

On 1 April 1947 the Liberal-Country Party coalition took office. McLarty appointed McDonald attorney-general,
minister for police and minister for native affairs; in January 1948 he exchanged the two former portfolios for
housing and forests. As attorney-general, he opposed what many Western Australians saw as the encroachments of
the Federal Labor government. In his other ministries he was a force for reform, showing a lively concern for the
living standards of timber workers, and infusing fresh vigour into Aboriginal policy with the appointment of the
Papua-trained S. G. Middleton as commissioner for native affairs. Resigning from cabinet in October 1949, and from
parliament in March 1950, he was knighted in the following June.

Well liked and respected, but marked by a gentlemanly reticence, McDonald was a trustee (1950-58) of the Public
Library, Museum and Art Gallery of Western Australia, a member (1950-61) of the senate of the University of
Western Australia, and chairman (1954-56) of St Catherine's, the first women's college at the university. He was also
a director of numerous companies, chairman (1956-60) of the Royal Perth Hospital board and a foundation member
of the State branch of the National Trust of Australia. Sir Ross died on 25 March 1964 in Perth and was buried in
Karrakatta cemetery with Presbyterian forms. His estate was sworn for probate at £48,773.

Citation details

G. C. Bolton and Tresna Shorter, 'McDonald, Sir Robert Ross (1888-1964)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of
Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mcdonald-sir-robert-ross-10936/text19431,
published first in hardcopy 2000, accessed online 29 July 2017.

This article was first published in hardcopy in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 15, (MUP), 2000



http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mcdonald-sir-robert-ross-10936

Additional Biography

Robert Ross McDonald’s life and WWI service are well documented in the biographies above and the Who’s Who in

Australia (1938) and Scotch College Obituary below.

MeDONALD, Ross, LB, [Adel). EC,
MLLA. for Wesl Perth., WA,  sipoe
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WAL 121
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Weld & Navy & Milliary (Parth)

of Angus MeDonald of

merved GE  War, ALF..
Hewvnl Commbssioner 1623
& Past Pred Parth Rotar

Schooling

Ross McDonald completed his secondary education

at Scotch College, Perth. He passed his Junior Public

Examinations in 1902 (6 subjects / 1 Credit/equal 16" in the Special Honour List) and his Senior Public Examination in
1903 (7 subjects / 1 Credit/ 11*" in the Special Honour List). Perth secondary school student’s examinations were
conducted by the University of Adelaide, so Honour Lists included students from both Western Australia and South

Australia.

Photograph of Ross McDonald published in the Scotch College, Perth, Recorder in 1912.

Keprasentutive of Ofd Boys" Assocition

M R R, MeDan At

i the College Commiibee,




Adelaide University

Following completion of his secondary education, Ross wanted to be a lawyer. In Western Australia, the only way at
that time in which lawyers could qualify for admission to practice was by undergoing a period of practical training
and service of 5 years in articles with a practising lawyer. In 1910, at 22 years of age, Ross had completed the
necessary practical experience with a law firm and was finally admitted to the Western Australian Bar. He further
desired to complete study towards a law degree (LLB), however the University of Western Australia (founded in
1911) did not have a Law School until 1927. Like many other legal practitioners from W.A. had done before him, Ross
enrolled at the University of Adelaide to complete . While some reports suggest that Ross completed the bulk of his
studies remotely from Perth, WA, however he came across to Adelaide on some occasions.

In 1912, Ross was a prominent member of the Young Liberals’ Society and was becoming known in W.A. political
circles.

The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954

THE LIBERAL PARTY,

The Women's Leagus branch at West Lee
derville met on Thund’ evening last at the
remdence of Mrs. A. W. Brown (president),
Kimbericvstreet  Messrs. Ross  McDonald
Young Liberals” Rociety) and Clarke James
organising secretary) attended, and spoke
on Federal polttical matters, and the or
gamsation work of the party.

Ross completed his Law Degree from 1911 to 1913 and at the Annual Commemoration ceremony for admission to
the Law Degree it was noted that he achieved this without the advantage of attending lectures.

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922)
Thu 18 Dec 1913 Page 6

THE ANNUAL COMM, MORATION.
ADDRESS BY THE CE ANCELLOR.

Admissions o Deg ees.

The Dean of the Faculty ¢! Law (Pro-
fessor .Jethro Brown)- presented to the
Chancellor the candidates for degrees in
law. They were formally admitted and
congratulated by the Chancellor. For the
degree of Bachelor of Laws—Robert Bad-
ger, Arthur S¢aforth Blackburn, Thomas
Lester Griffiths (David Murray scholar in
Roman law and Stow Frizemg.n]__ Max
Frederick Joymer, Harold Eric Moody
(David Murray s=cholar in theory of law
and legislation), Geoffrey Sandford Rred,
yeorge Ashwin Yuwll (Stow prizeman),
Ross Mellonald (in absentia).

The Chancel'or, in conferring the last.
mentioned degree, said Western Australia,
where Mr McDorald was, had heen in
their sphere of influence for some }’Ea_l‘ﬁ
past, but it now had a university of its
own. Mr. McDonald was an example of
dilizence and of work that could be done
without the advantage of lectures.




University Sport

In 1911 on one of his visits to Adelaide, he represented Adelaide University in the Intervarsity Football Match against
Melbourne University in Melbourne.

World War |

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912)}
Saturday 26 August 1911, page 6

INTFR'VARSITY FOOTBALL AND
LACROSSE.

— e

On Friday siternoon the Adelaide Uni. '
versity football and lacrosse teams loft by [
the express for Melbourne, where they wiil
play matches against the Jocal 'Varety
teams during pext week.  The foothll
match i fixed for Tucsday and the lacrosse |
on Wednesday, and the party will retury |
home by the express on Frday morning, |‘
The football tewm is:—Badger, Bayhae
Blackett, Casst Conper. Diew tea tamy. |
Jones, Le Mexcurier, Landrigan, McDonald’ |
Perry, Phillips, Scbhultz, Neymour, Smich
Stecle, Wilhams (2), and "Wilton. The
tram would have been strenger bng <oyoryg:
of the wther players ben able to make the
trip. It ix expected, however, that the sy
dents will give 4 goud secount of them-
celyves, ]

Ross enlisted on the 15" of February 1916 in the 119 Howitzer Brigade and was described as 5’ 8%”, 115 Ibs, with a
medium complexion, grey eyes and black hair. In September 1916 he became a 2™ Lieutenant and his unit embarked
from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A60 Aeneas on 3 October 1916. Ross was promoted to Lieutenant on the
1% of August 1917. On 18™ January 1918 he proceeded to France. He returned to Australia on the ‘Orsova’ on 18 July

1919.

Career in Newspaper Articles

The University of WA established a Law School in 1927 and Ross McDonald was one of the first lecturers.

1928

LAW STUDENTS

e

Junior LL B stude

! Wosterry

L. do Morley, J. Shil Ingtor Admlie ] d Burg A, Neville

Middle row: Mossrs
Mr. Ross McDonald (le

V. Rellly

W. Hyan, M M. Battye, M M, Kin
K. Hartrey and M E. Russe!
Bale

Ross McDonald — Middle Row — Third from Right




1931

Enjoying It

PERTH'S prominent legal adviser,

Ross MeDonald, who appears in
the majority of big common law suits
at the West's Su-
preme  Courts is
taking a brief spell
from perusing leg-
al documents. With
a big session in'
front of him when .
the courts open in'

March, Ross has?

tiken advantage« &

of a holiday down ~

#t Albany, where

he is finding the

alr«xhilirating, but

tha polf balls just § \ &

the sume ax they

are in the e¢ity. Ross McDonald
Judes Jack Dwyer

is ulso at the southern port, so Ross |
wil) not have to zo far to look for an- |
other keen golf swiper to whily away |

the hours,

May 1936

NEW KING'S COUNSEL.

TWO APPOINTMENTS MADE.

The spoolntment of two new Eing's
Counssl was gnnouneed yesterday by the
| Premisr (Mr P, Collley). The distine-
|thom has bern conferred om M K. B
Mclonald, af the legal firm of Robinson,
Cox, MeDwrald mrdl Lonch, apd Mre, A, A,
Wollf, Crown Eolictior, by the Liedtéenant~
Ckemor o Ewrecutive

Hale, Jderriminstion & ederciaed, apd
i I slzied W0 b2 the cuatam ln Western

Mr. R. McDonald and Mr. A. Wolff |

Council. The||
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TWO APPOINTMENTS MADE.

—

Mr. R. McDonald and Mr. A. Wolff




1938

MEMBERS of the Royal Commission inquiring into slum condilions before they
sel oul for an inspection of the slum areas last night. From left to right: Mr. Ross
MecDonald, K.C., M.L.A. (Leader of the Nationalist Party), Mr. ]. T. Tonkin,
M.L.A., Cr. H. S. Raphael, M.L.A. (Chairman of the Commission), Miss
May Holman, M.L.A., and Mr. Bancroft (secrelary).

Ross McDonald (at left)

1939

MR. ROSS McDONALD. MLA. the Leoder of the Nat ;




1946

CITIZENS' EDUCATION RALLY

Citizens of Perth held on education rolly ot the Perth Town Hall on Monday night. The speoker is '

Mr. Frank Walloce, chairman of the executive of the Progressive Education Lecgue. Seated behind him

are (left to right) Messrs. E. Needhom, M.LA., ond Ross McDonald, MLA. ond Professors ‘
G. A Currie ond R. G Comeron.

Ross McDonald (second from left)

1947
MEETING THE FORCE.

- -
e N i S T ey

The newly-appointed Minister for Police (Mr. Ross McDonald), who

is olso Attorney-General in the State Cabinet, reviewing metro-

politan members of the police force on Thursday. He wos

accompanied by the Commissioner (Mr. J. Doyle) and Mr. W. H.

Kitson, who formerly had charge of the department as @ member
of the Wise Government

—Mr Ross McDonald




1948

PERSONALITIES

e Minisier for Housng, Forests amt Native
Affwirs (Mr. Ross MeDonald) wiss A0 years of
ape st Sunday, He was born ac Alkany on
Junuary 25, INEK, und wies educated ar Scoleh
Culiege. Sticdlying  law
#t the  Umiversity of
Addlacdle  he  pbained
the LI.H. degres, ani
wis pdmitled 1o the
West Austradian Bay in
19100 He was appomied
Kmg's Counsel i 1¥36

Falisting as o privaie
with the ALF, in Warla
War |, be seaved o
France aod Belgiom s
un  artillery  leutennnl
AFer the war he wax
for 10 years g memoaes
ol the AMF., during
whxh he commanded
the Fighth Bultery Field Artillesy.

In 1953 Mr, McDonnid entesed the Legislative
Assenhly as member for West Perth and  his
retmined the sl wince. From 1937 10 (924 ke
v Parhamentars Jeader of the Natiooa! Pary
fwhich subsequently Secame the Libernl 2ty
When the Mclary Watty Governmen: 10 ofliee
on Apeil 1, 1947 he Became Attormey Leneral,
Minister for Police sl Native Aflairs. Furly this
month when portfolios were reullocnted be relin
nuished those of Avamed Cencrul and Police we
cepting i thelr atend Howsing wnd Forguts,

Last Sune he toured the Nooth West as far us
Wrmﬁmm hy af, nakiog gensial mguitiey oo
betinlf of the  Criowertiment, In Awgudt he un
wwnded o huildey mulecials oonference m Cun
berru, aod Slay aasisted the Prumier (M Mclarty)
ut the Prenven Conféterge amd the Tonn Ciomincit

Ar Attty et by cartied ot o hayy
sk duning the Lot sesiom of Parfiuoment when
104 Bids tn recoid sunber b wesre intoesiuced,

He Is & member, md an ea-presddont, f e
Pery Roliary Club,

Mr. Ross MrDansld




1949

DINNER FOR FORMER MINISTER

The State Cabinet held a dinner at the Esp lanade Hotel last night in honour of M:, Ross
McDonald, who resigned from the Cabinet recenily. Chatting before the dinner are the Deputy-
Premier (Mr. Wotts), the Honorary Minister for Housing., Forests and Local Governmeni (Mr.
Brand), Mr. McDonald and the Premier (Mr. McLarty).

Mr Ross McDonald — Second from Right

1950

OLD SCOTCH COLLEGIANS REMEMBERED

Md\ulu service In World War Il was

A ‘ablet commemorating old Scotch Collegions w!
unveiled at the school yesterday. Left to right Hr G. G. Campbell {senlor member ol the staif),

Mr. Hoss McDonald (an old Scoich Collegian), who p«brnod the unvelling ceremony: the
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church In W.A. (the Right Hev. Neil MacLeod) and the principal
of the school (Mr. G. Maxwell Keys)

Mr Ross McDonald — second from left

-




1950

¢ TO THOSE CON:
TAINED in a sheaf of
telegrams  he has just

delivered 14-year-old
telegram  boy Ron ter
adds his congratulations
as he brings newly-hon-
oured knight Sir Ross
McDonsld to the door of
his Mount-st. heme to-
day, The door bell amml
the telephone kept Sir
Ross busy from early
morning, “This will take
a b of getting used to.”
he sald.

‘Congratulations,” Says A
Boy To A New Knight

Sir Ross McDonald

1952
Sir Ross McDonald (right) The intention of the Gov-
and Mr, Murray Little, the ¢mment to appoint the

Hu
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HiT;

?

4
1

E
1

i
:

Theit appointment and the
terms of reference are ex-

pected to be announced af-
ter the next meeting of the
Exgcutive Council,

Royal Commission was an-
nounced last week.

The Minister for Educa-
tion (Mr, Watts) then said
that the Government de-
sired to obtain a thoroughly

informed report on pre-
school education and the
operations of the Kinder-

garten Union,

The desire of the Govern-
ment primarily was to see
some extension of pre-
schol education within the
reasonable future, within
the ability of the State.

Sir Ross McDonald




Death
Sir Ross died on 25 March 1964 in Perth and was buried in Karrakatta cemetery. The following Obituary appeared
Scotch College (Perth) Recorder (1964):




Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee
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