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Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Cecil Thomas 

Madigan.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
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Published Biography Australian Dictionary of Biography 
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Biography - Cecil Thomas Madigan by L. W. Parkin 

 

Cecil Thomas Madigan (1889-1947), geologist and explorer, was born on 15 October 1889 at Renmark, South 
Australia, son of Thomas Madigan, contractor and fruitgrower, and his wife Mary Dixie, née Finey. Cecil was the 
eldest of two sons and two daughters. Family associations with the pioneer William Chaffey were close. Thomas 
Madigan died on the Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, goldfields so the children were raised by their mother who 
worked as a teacher. Cecil attended Adelaide High School and, on a scholarship, Prince Alfred College before 
studying mining engineering at the University of Adelaide (B.Sc., 1910, surrendered 1932 for B.Eng.), where he 
graduated as an exhibitioner, and the South Australian School of Mines and Industries. In 1911 Madigan went as a 
Rhodes scholar to England but deferred the appointment when he was selected by (Sir) Douglas Mawson as 
meteorologist for the Australasian Antarctic Expedition. 
 
Madigan was to install and read the meteorological instruments during the two-year project. He made several 
exploratory sledge journeys from the base camp at Denison Station, Adelie Land; on one, his party reconnoitred the 
ice plateau in winter, experiencing record cold and wind. In the summer of 1912-13 Madigan led the eastern sledging 
party which traversed the sea-ice and coastline of King George V Land, a round journey of 500 miles (805 km), which 
took two months. Overcoming many near-disasters, the party collected significant data on the ice, and discovered a 
coal-bearing rock formation. His account is in his chapter of Mawson's The Home of the Blizzard (London, 1915). 
Madigan's journey had coincided with Mawson's southern sledging party during which his two companions perished, 
and Mawson struggled back alone to base camp only to miss the relief ship. Madigan led the group which had 
remained behind to wait for Mawson's return or to mount a search for him. Madigan received the King's Polar Medal 
in 1914 and published The Meteorology of Cape Denison, Adelie Land in the records of the expedition (1929). 
 
After one term at Oxford in 1914 he joined the Royal Engineers, 76th Field Company, Guards Division, becoming 
captain in 1916. He served in France and was twice mentioned in dispatches. 'A fine looking, broad-shouldered 
fellow' of 6 ft 3 ins (191 cm), on 20 August 1915 in London Madigan had married Wynnis Knight Wollaston of 
Adelaide; he returned to the front immediately, was wounded, and after recuperating went back to France in May 
1916. Their first son was born in July. 
 
After demobilization he returned to Magdalen College, Oxford (B.A., 1919; M.A., 1922; D.Sc., 1933), taking first-class 
honours in geology and winning blues in rowing and boxing. In 1920 he went as assistant government geologist to 
the Sudan where he first encountered deserts and the use of camels in geological field operations. He returned in 
1922 to the University of Adelaide as lecturer in geology, a post he held until his death. 
 
A renewed friendship with Mawson, now professor of geology and mineralogy, coloured Madigan's academic career; 
both were heroic exploration geologists, of striking stature, vigour and personality; keen to succeed scientifically, 
they divided fields of interest—Madigan's arid central Australia, Mawson's the Antarctic and Precambrian South 
Australia. They influenced each other importantly. Their pupils regarded them with awe and affection. Madigan 
supported the students' union and the graduates' association and founded the Tate Society for students of the 
natural sciences whom he led in the field during vacations. 
 

His initial South Australian research centred on Fleurieu Peninsula; the results appeared in papers published in the 

Royal Society of South Australia's Transactions in 1925-28. In 1929 he won the support of the State branch of the 

Royal Geographical Society of Australasia and its president A. A. Simpson, and the co-operation of the Royal 

Australian Air Force for aerial reconnaissance of Central Australia and northern South Australia. This was the first 

time that systematic aerial strip-photography had been attempted in Australia and aeroplanes used for geological 

work. The surveys, in August, took nineteen days. The first covered the mines at Broken Hill, New South Wales, 

followed by a traverse across Lake Frome to Marree, then over the other dry salt-lakes—Callabonna, Blanche, 

Gregory, Torrens and Eyre, all in South Australia. The next flight ran north-easterly to Birdsville, Queensland, and the 

margin of what Madigan named the Simpson Desert. Three flights were then made over it, the first from Birdsville to 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/madigan-cecil-thomas-7455


 

Alice Springs, the second across the northern end to Lake Caroline and the Hay River, and the third south from Alice 

Springs, traversing the desert's length near its western margin. The party then ran several traverses across the vast, 

dry, salt bed of Lake Eyre and attempted to analyse the lake surface. 

 
The aerial reconnaissance of Lake Eyre aroused Madigan's curiosity about this lowest area of the Australian 
continent, the focus of a vast drainage system bounded by the MacDonnell Ranges and the Queensland coastal 
ranges, a watershed of almost 500,000 sq. miles (1,294,995 km²). It seemed that the lake-bed might be accessible to 
a motor vehicle, so in December he made a ground survey and several auger holes were sunk in the lake surface. The 
results of the aerial reconnaissance and the Lake Eyre (ground) exploration were published in the local Geographical 
Society's Proceedings, 1929, and in the Geographical Journal, 1930. Madigan calculated that the whole lake-floor 
could never be covered by water; he would have been astonished and delighted by several total floodings since his 
death. 
 
In mid-1930 he journeyed by camel through the MacDonnell, James and Waterhouse ranges and established their 
geological succession and structure. The results of this and earlier work were published in a series of papers and he 
wrote a popular account, Central Australia (London, 1936). Commissioned in 1932 by Sydney newspapers, Madigan 
had reported adversely on an alleged major gold discovery at the Granites, Central Australia. About 1933 he began 
to describe meteorites and their craters. He visited the Henbury and Boxhole craters in the Northern Territory and 
recovered and described the Huckitta meteorite, now in the South Australian Museum. 
 
The Simpson is a sand-ridge desert extending 200 miles (322 km) west to east, the ridges running parallel from north 
to south at roughly quarter-mile (0.4 km) intervals, some reaching as high as 100 feet (30 m). Madigan planned a 
ground crossing in the winter of 1939. A party of nine, including a biologist, a botanist, a photographer and a radio 
operator, with nineteen camels, made the exhausting crossing from Andado station in the Northern Territory to 
Birdsville in twenty-five days. It verified Madigan's previous conclusions that the area was a wasteland. This last 
classic Australian exploration adventure pioneered the use of mobile radio communication; national broadcasts 
were made through the Australian Broadcasting Commission from desert camps. The scientific results were 
published and also a popular account, Crossing the Dead Heart (Melbourne, 1946). He saw the 'Dead Heart' as a land 
of everlasting sand-ridges and salt-encrusted clay-pans; while his conclusions seemed correct then, within twenty 
years the area was criss-crossed by petroleum explorers. 
 
In 1940 Madigan became chief instructor in the School of Military Field Engineering at Liverpool, New South Wales, 
attaining the rank of lieutenant-colonel. Later he reported on water resources. He retired from the army in 1943 and 
returned to the University of Adelaide. 
 
Madigan was a fellow of the Geological Society of London; president of the Royal Society of South Australia (1936), a 
council-member and its Verco medallist (1945); president of the geographical section of the Australian and New 
Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science (1937); and Clarke memorial lecturer to the Royal Society of 
New South Wales (1938). He received the Murchison grant of the Royal Geographical Society in 1941 and was a local 
councillor of the Royal Geographical Society of Australasia in 1939-46. He was State chief commissioner of the Boy 
Scouts' Association from 1934 and also worked for the Legacy Club and the National Co-ordinating Council for 
Physical Fitness. 
 
He died in Adelaide of coronary vascular disease on 14 January 1947 and was buried in Centennial Park cemetery; his 
wife, two daughters and three sons survived him. 
 
Madigan bridged the period between the era of intrepid endeavour and that of modern transport and 
communications; his work in the MacDonnell Ranges, the Simpson Desert and Lake Eyre made him an authority on 
central Australian geology and geography. In teaching he concentrated on practical geology and, at a time when the 
discipline was mainly academic, introduced students to its mining, engineering and economic implications, which 
later became major preoccupations. In 1962 at Birdsville a cairn was erected to commemorate his 1939 crossing of 
the Simpson Desert. 
 
 

 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/verco-joseph-cooke-8914


 

Other Biographical Publications  
 
Michael Madigan, ‘Cecil Thomas Madigan’, SA History Hub, History Trust of South Australia, 
http://sahistoryhub.com.au/people/cecil-thomas-madigan 
 
Madigan’s Account: the Mawson Expedition 
The Antarctic Diaries of C.T. Madigan, transcribed by J.W. Madigan and published in 2012 
 
‘The boy from Adelaide, CT Madigan’ 
This is an edited version of a paper presented at Aurora Expedition Symposium, University of Adelaide, 26 February 
2014 to celebrate the centenary of the return of SY Aurora to Adelaide February 1914 by Heather Rossiter, BSc DipEd 
MAIBiol, Independent scholar 
www.heatherrossiter.com/media/The-Boy-From-Adelaide.pdf 

 

Cool Antarctica coolantarctica.com  

https://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/biography/madigan_cecil_thomas.php 

(details from this site are included below in the section on Antarctic Exploration) 
 

 
 
Additional Biography 
 

Early Life 
 

Cecil Thomas Madigan was born on 15 October 1889 in Renmark, the son of Thomas Patrick Madigan, who was a 
fruit grower and contractor, and Mary Dixie Madigan, nee Finey.  
 

 
 
Cecil was the second eldest son in the family, and he had had two brothers and two sisters.  They were Mary Ethel 
Madigan, born on 21 October 1886 in Farrell Flat, Brian Marmaduke Madigan, born on 17 March 1888 (died 1889) 
and Gertrude Josephine Madigan, born on 30 May 1892 (both born in Renmark) and Paul Edward Madigan, who 
born on 2 October 1894 in Glenelg. 
 
Cecil’s father was a farming contractor and the family lived at Renmark Ave, Renmark. In 1895 he ceased to carry out 
contract work and sold up his equipment. Thomas then tried his luck in the gold fields, but he contracted typhoid 
and on the 26th of June 1897 he passed away at Kalgoorlie, aged only 38 years leaving his wife Mary and four young 
children. 

 

As a Cecil’s mother raised the children by herself.  She was a school teacher by profession and supervised the early 
education of her four children. She was posted to Dawlish (north of Peterborough) in September 1886, then to 
Sandalwood (Murray Mallee, March 1888), Salter’s Springs (near Riverton, Aug 1899), Mount Barker Springs (Jan 
1901), Woodside (May 1905), Charleston (Adelaide Hills, April 1906), and Grunthal (renamed Verdun, Jan 1910). She 
returned to Renmark with her two daughters during World War I and was teaching for some years at the Renmark 
West School from October 1914 to July 1921. 

 
Schooling 
 

Cecil’s later Rhodes Scholarship application states that he was educated by his mother until the age of 12 years 

(1901) thus it is likely that he attended school at Saddlewood, Salter’s Springs and Mount Barker Springs.  

 

http://sahistoryhub.com.au/people/cecil-thomas-madigan
http://www.heatherrossiter.com/media/The-Boy-From-Adelaide.pdf
https://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/biography/madigan_cecil_thomas.php
https://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/biography/madigan_cecil_thomas.php


 

In 1902 Cecil attended the Norwood School where he passed his Primary Examinations and was awarded a bursary.  

 

From 1903 to 1905 he attended the Pupil Teacher School (Adelaide High School from 1908) where he passed the 

Junior Examinations in 1904, Senior Examinations in 1904 and Higher Examinations in 1905 coming 12th on the 

General Honours List. He was awarded a scholarship to attend Prince Alfred College, Adelaide. 

 
In 1906 while at PAC, Cecil sat the Higher Public Examinations again coming 7th on the General Honours list. 
 

University 
 
Cecil commenced studying for a degree in Science at Adelaide University and a diploma in Applied Science (Mining 
Engineering) at the School of Mines in 1907.  
 
His BSc was conferred in December 1910 and his Diploma in Applied Science (Mining Engineering), School of Mines 
in 1911.  
 
He was awarded the 1911 Rhodes Scholarship.  
 

University Sport 
 
Athletics 
Cecil competed in the Adelaide University Sports in 1907 and in 1908 he won the high jump (handicap) competition.  
 
Football  
In May 1907, Cecil played several A Grade games for Adelaide University in the Adelaide and Suburban Association 
competition. He was very athletic, broad shouldered and 6’ 3’’. 
 
Rifle  
Cecil shot for the Adelaide University Rifle Club and his achievements and involvement in the administration of the 
club are well documented in the newspaper article below when he was awarded the Rhodes Scholarship. He was 
Captain of the 1910 Intervarsity Rifle team and was awarded a Blue for Rifle in 1910.  
 

1910 - Adelaide University Intervarsity Rifle Team 

 
CT Madigan – Front Row – Second from Left 

Back: R.H.Chapman, A.O.Boer, S.W.Coombe, A.C.V.Melbourne, W.W.Cooper. Front: E.C.Grigson, C.T.Madigan (capt), H.D.Simpson (vice 
capt). Won by Melbourne. 



 

Boat 

Cecil rowed for the Adelaide University Boat Club and his achievements are well documented in the newspaper 
article below when he was awarded the Rhodes Scholarship. He represented the Adelaide University at the 
Intervarsity in 1910 and 1911. He was awarded a Blue for Boat in 1910, making him a Double Blue. 
 

1910 - Adelaide University Intervarsity Boat Crew 

 

CT Madigan – Back Row – Second from Left 
Back row: H.H.Swift, C.T.Madigan, S.M.Hardy, T.A.Hardy, P.C.A.Fornachon, W.W.Cooper. 

Front row: F.F.Espie, R.W.Scott, A.L.Kennedy, C.L.Abbott, G.H.Burnell. On Ground: G.M.Potts (cox). 
Race held in Melbourne June 7th, 1910; won by Adelaide by five lengths 

 

Adelaide University Rowing Eight 1910 

 
Cecil Madigan seated far left 

Photo sourced from grandson Winfried Hoerr   



 

Cecil was selected to row in seat six for South Australia in the Interstate Men’s Eight Championship in 1911 on the 
Parramatta River, NSW. The crew came fourth in the competition. 
 

1911 – Interstate Men’s Eight Championship - SA Crew  

 

CT Madigan – Six Seat – Fourth from Left 

1911 South Australian Interstate Eight 

 
CT Madigan – Middle Row – Second from Left 

Back row: W.H.G. Blain, JW Thompson (4), A.R. Fearley (7),C.A. Hamilton (2), A.J. Grayson (Coach),  
Seated: E.F. Doyle (5), C.T. Madigan (6), T.A. Whyte (stroke), R. Wigg (bow), A.E. Luxmore (3),  

Front: V. Smith (Cox) 

 



 

Rhodes Scholarship  
 
Cecil was awarded the Rhodes Scholarship in December 1910. 
 

 
 



 

 
 
Cecil departed from Adelaide onboard the ‘Orvieto’ on the 11th of August 1911 and arrived at London, England on the 
1911. He then received permission from Oxford University to join Dr Mawson on his polar expedition. He returned to 
Australia from London onboard the ‘Orvieto’, departing on the 29th of September 1911 and arriving in Adelaide on the 
4th of November 1911. The trip to the Antarctic commenced in December 1911 when the party left Hobart on board 
the SY Aurora and he returned in February 1914. 
 

 



 

Antarctic Explorer 
 
The website coolantarctica.com provides the following biographical details and photographs relating to Cecil’s time 
on the polar expedition. 

....... 
 
Cecil Thomas Madigan - Biographical notes 

Expedition leader - Aurora 1911-1913 

 

Single, a graduate in Science (Mining Engineering) of Adelaide University, South Australia. Through the courtesy of 
the Trustees of the Rhodes Scholarship, the necessary leave to accompany the Expedition was granted just as he was 
on the eve of continuing his studies at Oxford University. A member of the Main Base Party (Adélie Land) he acted as 
Meteorologist for two years and during the second year (1913) was also in charge of the Greenland dogs. An 
important journey in the spring and one to the east in the summer were made under his leadership, and the Party, 
left in Adélie Land in 1913, was to have been under his charge, but for Mawson's return. 
From Appendix 1, Mawson - Heart of the Antarctic 
 
 

 

Madigan with the marks of frost bite on his face 

 
 
Landmarks named after Cecil Thomas Madigan 
 
Feature Name: Madigan Nunatak  
Feature Type: summit  
Latitude: 6709S  
Longitude: 14321E  
Description:  An isolated nunatak that rises above the continental ice 18 mi S of Cape Gray. Discovered by the AAE 
(1911-14) under Douglas Mawson. 
 
 
 

https://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/biography/madigan_cecil_thomas.php
https://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/Madigan.jpg


 

                     

      Cecil Madigan - Ice Mask                        Madigan by the anemometer with husky pup Blizzard 

 
 

 

1911 
Back: Percy Correll, Cecil Madigan and Frank-Bickerton 

Front:  Alfred Hodgeman, Sir Douglas Mawson and Morton Moyes 

 

https://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/biography/madigan2.jpg
https://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/biography/1911-Back-Percy-Correll-Cecil-Madigan-and-Frank-Bickerton-Front-Alfred-Hodgeman-Sir-Douglas-Mawson-and-Morton-Moyes.jpg


 

 

Madigan, Hodgeman and Bage in front of the Transit House 

 
In March 1913 Cecil requested a further extension to the postponement of his Rhodes Scholarship.  

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

CT Madigan – Middle Row – Fourth from Left 

 
There was some drama on the expedition as Mawson’s party had not returned from its Far Eastern trek and Captain 
Davis was forced to sail due to deteriorating weather. Cecil Madigan was placed in command of a relief party and his 
role was to wait for Mawson. This resulted in him staying there another twelve months for the ship to return, finally 
reaching Adelaide in February 1914. 
 
 
On the 9th of April 1914 Cecil departed from Adelaide onboard the ‘Mongolia’ heading for England to take up his 

Rhodes Scholarship at Magdalen College, Oxford. He had continued his passion for sport, being awarded Blues in 

Boat and Boxing in 1914 prior to enlisting in the British Expeditionary Forces. 

 

 

World War I 
 
Cecil had not been at Oxford for long when World War I broke out  

Information about Cecil’s early WWI service was recorded by his mother, Mary, in a letter from Renmark, dated 9th 
December 1916 and now held in the University of Adelaide archives.  
 



 

 
 

After one term at Magdalen College, Oxford, in 1914, Cecil Madigan joined the British Expeditionary Force as a 
member of the Royal Engineers, 76th Field Company, Guards Division. He was promoted through the ranks from 
Lieutenant-Colonel to Captain in 1916. 
 
Cecil married Miss Wynnis Knight Wollaston, of Glenelg, SA on Friday the 20th of August 1915, at Christ Church, 
Westminster, UK. Wynnis was born on 7 October 1888 at Glenelg and was the eldest daughter of Tullie Cornthwaite 
Wollaston and Emma Sarah Manthorpe.  



 

Following his marriage Cecil immediately returned to France on the Western Front and was subsequently wounded. 
Cecil and Wynnis’ first son, David Cecil Madigan, was born on the 22nd of July 1916 at Prince’s Gate, Kensington 
Gardens, London.  

 

Mr and Mrs CT Madigan 
 

 

CT Madigan 
 



 

Cecil served in France and was twice mentioned in dispatches – a real honour. He was involved in the Battle of Loos 
from late September 1915 which was the biggest British Army attack in 1915. He was wounded in this battle, the first 
of his two woundings. While recovering from his wounds he worked at Vickers & Co and at Buxton. 
 
After recuperation he returned to France in May 1916 and was involved in the Battle of the Somme from July to 
November 1916. This battle was the longest on the Western Front and involved three million men fighting in a 
crucial strategic initiative. The battle is notable for the importance of air power and the first use of tank on the 
battlefield. At the end of the battle, British and French forces had penetrated 10km into German occupied territory, 
taking more ground than in any of their offensives since the Battle of the Marne in 1914. Both sides suffered very 
heavy losses with one million men wounded or killed. 
 
The following letter from Cecil was published in the Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record (Renmark, SA : 1913 
- 1942), on the 15 February 1918. 
 

 
 
 



 

Cecil’s younger brother Paul Edward Madigan, who was born on 2 October 1894 and was studying toward a BSc at 

Adelaide University in 1912. He enlisted with the Australian Imperial Force at Keswick in July 1915 aged 21 years. He 

was assigned to the 7th Reinforcements, 27th Battalion and served in Egypt and France. He was badly wounded and 

returned to Australia in early 1917. He discharged on 12 October 2017 having served overseas for well over a year. 

Paul returned to Adelaide University after the war and gained his LL.B. in 1922. 

 

Oxford University - Magdalen College 

 

After demobilization from the British Army, Cecil returned to Magdalen College, Oxford to resume his studies in 

1919. He completed further degrees in an impressive academic career which included a B.A. in 1919, a M.A. in 1922 

and a D.Sc. in 1933. He gained first-class honours in Natural Science (Geology). 

 

Career and Family Life 
 
Cecil and Wynnis’ daughter Wollaston Neith Madigan (Neith) was born at Oxford, England, on the 26th of May 1919. 
Her birth was announced in the ‘Chronicle’, Adelaide, 19th July 1919 as Margaret Neith Madigan. 
 
Wynnis and the couple’s two children arrived back in Australia on the ‘Fort Macquarie’ in January 1920. Cecil is not 
shown on the same passenger list but it is clear that he was briefly back in Adelaide in January and February 1920 as 
he purchased a house ‘Bernafay’ at 18 Penzance Street, Glenelg in early February and on the 27th or 28th February 
1920, he departed from Outer Harbour, Adelaide onboard the ‘Bremen’ to undertake geological work for the 
Imperial Government in the Soudan. He was to be based at Khartoum (now the capital and largest city of Sudan). 
 

 
 
Wynnis and the children remained in Adelaide and the couple’s second son, Russel Tullie Madigan, was born in 
Adelaide on the 22nd of November 1920. 
 
Cecil departed from Plymouth, England onboard the ‘Narkunda” on the 10th of May 1921, with a destination port of 

Adelaide, SA. He arrived in Adelaide on the 12th of June 1921. Cecil was briefly on the staff of St Peter’s College, 

Adelaide, however, on the 28th of August 1921 he was appointed lecturer in geology at Adelaide University. 

 

Back at the University of Adelaide, Cecil became a member of the committee of the Graduates’ Association in August 

1922 and was on the General Committee of the Adelaide University Sports Association from 1922 and its President 

in 1928 & 1929. He was awarded his MA in 1922.  

 

Cecil was Hon. Secretary to the Church of England appeal to set up the first residential college for Adelaide 

University (St Marks’ College. North Adelaide).He was the coach of the Adelaide University Intervarsity Boat crew in 

1923 and later years. 

 

On the 7th of February 1923, Cecil and Wynnis’ third son, Michael Roebourne Madigan (Roebourne) was born. 

 



 

1922-23 Adelaide University Sports Association General Committee 

 

CT Madigan – Front Row Third from Left (Holding Cane) 
Back: C E Willing, L C Maiden, H M Rees, A E Leidig, H G Prest 

Middle: R D Hornabrook, R O Fox, T D Finey, Miss L E Morris, A H Hennessy. A L Tostevin, Gillman Front: A B Barker, A S Cocks, C T Madigan, 
D A Dowling, H M Birch, M V Samuel, L D Cowling 

(T D Finey - Thomas Dixie Finey - cousin of Madigan) 

 

Wednesday 12 December 1923 

Adelaide University professors and staff following a University commemoration ceremony 

 

CT Madigan - Middle Row – Sixth from Right 



 

Having been involved with Douglas Mawson on the Antarctica Expedition on graduation in 1911, Cecil Madigan later 
became a contemporary of his at the University where Mawson was a Senior Lecturer in Geology. This relationship is 
referred to in an article published in the Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 10, (MUP), 1986 by L.W. Parkin:  
(above). A further reference from the same article demonstrates his impact on the study of Geology at the University 
and the manner in which he could translate his experience into the university environment. 

 

By 1926, Cecil was on the Rhodes Scholarship selection committee and coach of the Adelaide University Boat Club in 

addition to a number of other roles at Adelaide University.  

 

 

Cecil and Wynnis’ youngest child, a daughter, Rosemary Wynnis Madigan was born at the ‘Warringa’ (private 

hospital), Glenelg on the 5th of December 1926.  

 

A caricature of Cecil was published in the ‘Saturday Journal ‘(Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1929), on the 3rd of December 

1927.  

 

CT Madigan 



 

1928 

 

CT Madigan – Front Row – Second from Left 

 

1929 Adelaide University Sports Association General Committee 

 

CT Madigan – President – Front Row – Third from Right 
Back Row: W.C.R. Brooke, J. Thomas, L.J.T. Pellew, W.M. Morgan, L.C. Dawkins. 

Front Row: R.R.P. Barbour, M.W. Evans (Dep Pres.), Miss E. McDonnell Dr. C.T. Madigan (Pres), H.L. Read, (Hon Treas), P.C. Greenland (Sec) 



 

May 1929 – Officials at the Adelaide University Sports 

 
 

Left to right - Mr. R. R. P. Barbour, Professor A. L. Campbell, Messrs W.J. Hargrave, C.T. Madigan, H.R. Thomas, and R.A. Dalton. 

 

July 1929 

 

CT Madigan and AR Alderman (seated) 



 

April 1930 

 

CT Madigan – Far Left 

 

May 1931 

 

CT Madigan - Left 



 

Who’s Who in Adelaide (approx 1931) 

 

October 1932 

 



 

March 1924 

 

 

May 1934 

 



 

Who’s Who in Australia 1935 

  

May 1939 

 

The State Library of South Australia holds a collection of photographs from the 1929 Simpson Desert expedition at 

https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/collection/Simpson+Desert+Collection 

https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/collection/Simpson+Desert+Collection


 

January 1940 – Trip to Kangaroo Island 

 

CT Madigan – Second from Left 

World War II 

When World War II was declared, Cecil Madigan was asked to develop a School of Military Field Engineering at 
Liverpool, New South Wales. In 1940 Cecil became Chief Instructor and was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel. See the Mobilization Attestation form below. Later he reported on matters associated with water resources. 
 
 

 
Lt Col CT Madigan 



 

 

Mobilization Attestation form signed by Cecil Madigan                                     

Cecil retired from the Army in late 1943 and as his wife was then living back in South Australian at Blackwood, his 
resignation took effect in South Australia and he returned to work as a lecturer at the University of Adelaide until his 
untimely death in 1947.  

 

Son’s WW2 Service 

Russel Tullie Madigan, (SN S15164, SX24547) enlisted on the 22nd of September 1941 and rose to the rank of 

Lieutenant. He was discharged on the 7th of January 1946. His service with the Royal Australian Engineers included 

serving in New Guinea (1942-43). 

 

Michael Roebourne Madigan (437220, O41170) enlisted on the 5th of December 1942 and served until 1st February 

1946. He was a flight lieutenant in the RAAF and served in the European Theatre of Operations.  

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Gallery151/dist/JGalleryViewer.aspx?B=6190468&S=1&N=9&R=0


 

Who’s Who in Australia - 1944 

 

May 1945 - University Parade to celebrate VE Day 

 

Dr CT Madigan – Driving Horse and Gig 

 

Professional Associations and Awards 

Some of the significant associations that Dr Cecil Madigan belonged to or awards that he received were as follows: 

• King’s Polar Medal, 1914. 

• Fellow of the Geological Society of London. 

• President of the Royal Society of South Australia in 1936. 

• Royal Society council member and its Verco Medallist in 1945.  

• President of the geographical section of the Australian and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of 
Science in 1937. 

• Clarke Memorial lecturer to the Royal Society of New South Wales in 1938. 

• Recipient of the Murchison grant of the Royal Geographical Society in 1941; and 

• A cairn was erected at Birdsville in 1962 to commemorate his 1939 crossing of the Simpson Desert.   



 

Papers and Books 

Cecil Madigan was both an author of papers in learned societies’ journals and wrote books  

• The Meteorology of Cape Denison, Adelie Land by C.T. Madigan, 1929 in the records of the Antarctica 

expedition. 

• An aerial reconnaissance into the south-eastern portion of Central Australia, C.T. Madigan, 1930. 
Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society of Australasia, South Australian Branch, session 1928-1929, 
30:83-108.  

• The physiography of the Western MacDonnell Ranges, Central Australia, by C.T. Madigan, 1931. The 
Geographical Journal 78(5):417-433.  

• The Australian sand-ridge deserts, by C.T. Madigan, 1936. The Geographical Review 26(2):205-227. 
• The Past, Present and Future of the Society, and its Relations to the Welfare and Progress of the State, by 

C.T. Madigan. Proceedings of the Royal Society of South Australia, vol. lx, 1936, pp. i-xv.  
• C.T. Madigan's contributions to geology in South Australia, by Twidale, C. R., Parkin, L. W. and Rudd, E. A. 

Transactions of the Royal Society of South Australia, vol. 114, 1990, pp. 157-67.  
• The Study of Desert Dunes in Australia, by Twidale, C. Rowland in Grapes, R. H., Oldroyd, D. R. and Grigelis, 

A. (eds), History of Geomorphology and Quaternary Geology, Geological Society, London, 2008, pp. 215-39.  
• Central Australia, by C.T. Madigan, 1936. Oxford University Press, Melbourne. 
• Crossing the Dead Heart, by C.T. Madigan, 1946, Georgian House: Melbourne.  

 
 

 

Cecil and Wynnis Madigan in later life with their five children 

CT Madigan – Back Row – Far Right  



 

Death 

 

Cecil Thomas Madigan died on the 14th of January 1947, aged 57, of coronary vascular disease at Springbank, he had 

been living at Blackwood at the time.  

 

 
 

He left a widow (Wynnis) and five children. He is buried at Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide. An obituary for Cecil 

is located at https://www.nature.com/search?q=cecil+madigan, published 15th March 1947. 

 

Wynnis Knight Madigan passed away on the 27th of May 1987, aged 99. She is buried at Centennial Park Cemetery 

with Cecil.  

 

 
 

South Australia’s 150th anniversary of colonisation was celebrated in 1986 and to commemorate the 
sesquicentenary, the Jubilee 150 Board decided to honour a selection of people who had made a significant 
contribution to the community or gained national and international recognition for their work. It created a Jubilee 
150 Walk of 150 bronze plaques set in the footpath of North Terrace.  
 

https://www.nature.com/search?q=cecil+madigan


 

It was no surprise that Cecil Madigan was chosen as one of the prominent South Australians to have a plaque in his 
honour. The plaque was sponsored by his son Sir Russel Madigan. On the J150 plaque website it states: “A geologist 
and explorer, Cecil Madigan crossed the Simpson Desert in the last classic Australian exploration adventure.” 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J150 Plaque on North Tce, Adelaide 

 

In 1993, Room 131 on the top floor of the Mawson Laboratories was named the Madigan Room. Mounted on the 

north-western wall of this room are two photographs of Dr Madigan and a plaque with an inscription about his life. 

The official naming and unveiling of the plaque was performed by his son, Sir Russel Madigan.  

 

Legacy 

 
Cecil and Wynnis’s children were high achievers, following in their parent’s footsteps, although in different fields.  
 

David Cecil Madigan gained a BSc from Adelaide University in 1937. He married Ellena de Pury Boultbee, the only 

daughter of Ethelwyne G and George F Boultbee at “All Hallows”, Blackwood on the 26th of November 1938. They 

had two children Michael David (b 1939) and Julia Wynnis (b 1943). David and Ellena lived at Cliff St, Blackwood in 

1939 and 1943. He and the family then lived at 27 Whitegate Lane, Harrow Weald, England and his occupation was 

listed as chemist. He returned to Australia with his wife and two children onboard the ‘Strathmore’ in mid 1955. 

David published two books in 2000.Vixere Fortes : a family archive’ and ‘The life and teaching of Jesus of 

Nazareth’(both published Kingston, Tas). 

 

Sources: Ancestry.com.au 

National Library Australia https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/ 

 

Wollaston Neith Madigan trained to be a kindergarten teacher. She co-authored and co-illustrated a book “Stories 

for the under Sevens” in 1939. Neith married George Martin Hoerr. The couple had four children. Thomas John 

Hoerr, b 1959 gained a BSc with honours from Adelaide University in 1984 is a material scientist and advocate for 

Australian aboriginal reconciliation. Neith also authored the book “Clipped Wings Or Memories Of My Childhood & 

Youth’ by WN Hoerr - South Australia, 1995, (Libraries Australia ID 13563886). Neith passed away on the 9th of 

January 1999 and is buried at Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide.  

 

Sources: 

National Archives of Australia (Trove), Ancestry, Centennial Park Cemetery 

https://prabook.com/web/thomas_john.horr/3564854 

 

https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/
https://prabook.com/web/thomas_john.horr/3564854
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cecil_Madigan_plaque.jpg


 

Russel Tullie Madigan gained a BSc (Eng) from Adelaide University in 1942 (Angas Engineering Scholarship) and in 

August 1946 he was awarded the Research Travelling Scholarship by the Gowrie Scholarship Trust Fund. He later 

gained a Master of Engineering (1954) and a degree in Law (1960) from Adelaide University. He spent a very active 

mining career with Conzinc Rio Tinto Australia and was associated with the discovery and development of the Argyle 

Diamond Mine. He married Margaret in 1942. They had five children and Margaret predeceased Russel. He later 

married Satsuko (who also predeceased him). Russel was awarded the OBE and was later knighted. He died in 

Melbourne of the 19th of July 1990, aged 78 and was survived by five children, Paul, Mark, Wendy, James and William 

and two grand children, Elsie and Laurence.  

 

Source: Australian (24 August 1999) and Adelaidean (9 August 1999) 

 

Michael Roebourne Madigan gained an MB BS from Adelaide University in 1951 and a BSc in 1952. He became a 
general surgeon at the Herts. and Essex General Hospital, Bishop's Stortford, England (1966-1988 retired). He was a 
Fellow of the Royal Society Medicine, Royal College Surgeons (Scotland) and Royal College Surgeons (England). 
Roebourne married Claire Phyllis Symons on the 10th of December 1949. Roebourne and Claire lived at ‘Greenacres’, 
Bishop's Stortford into their nineties and sadly both passed away in June 2014. When the property was sub-divided 
and redeveloped after their death the new road created on the property was named Madigan Place.  
 

Sources:  

https://prabook.com/web/michael_roebourne.madigan/644406 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4206644/ 
www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk/ 
 

Rosemary Wynnis Madigan studied at Walford House, Unley  and at the Girls Central Art School, Adelaide. She 

moved to Sydney in 1940 to pursue a career as a sculptor. She completed her Diploma in Fine Art (Sculpture) in 

1948. She married fellow student Jack Giles in 1949. She won the NSW Travelling Art Scholarship in 1950, only the 

third sculptor to receive this award. She left Australia in 1950 to study in Europe for three years. She had three 

daughters Mnemosyne (b 1950), Celia (b 1953) and Alice (b 1961). On returning to Australia in 1953 the family 

settled in Adelaide. Rosemary taught pottery, painting and sculpture at various schools and at the School of Art. 

With the end of her marriage, she returned to Sydney in 1973 and continued to sculpt and teach both at the East 

Sydney Technical College and at the Sculpture Centre. 

 

Source: https://www.daao.org.au/bio/rosemary-wynnis-madigan/biography/ 

 

Rosemary’s daughter, harpist, Alice Giles (Head of Harp Area, Australian National University), travelled to Antarctica 
on an Australian Antarctic Arts Fellowship, almost 100 years after Cecil stepped ashore with the first Australasian 
Antarctic Expedition (AAE). For more details relating to her travels see Australian Antarctic Magazine - Issue 20: 2011 
at  
http://www.antarctica.gov.au/magazine/2011-2015/issue-20-2011/antarctic-outreach/a-harp-in-the-south 

 

Profile Compiled by:  David Bartlett AUFC/AUCC and Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC Memorial Committee 

 

Sources 
RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/614145 
UK National Archives 
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C1080057 
National Archives of Australia 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6190468 
Record not yet digitised 

https://prabook.com/web/michael_roebourne.madigan/644406
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4206644/
http://www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk/
https://www.daao.org.au/bio/rosemary-wynnis-madigan/biography/
http://www.antarctica.gov.au/magazine/2011-2015/issue-20-2011
http://www.antarctica.gov.au/magazine/2011-2015/issue-20-2011/antarctic-outreach/a-harp-in-the-south
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/614145
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C1080057
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6190468


 

National Archives of Australia 
WWI record of Paul Edward Madigan 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8214342 
The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
Intervarsity Boat Race 1910 http://hdl.handle.net/2440/59658 

Intervarsity Rifle Team 1910  http://hdl.handle.net/2440/60891 
WWI Service https://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/guide/0073.htm 
1922/23 General Committee http://hdl.handle.net/2440/64063 
1929 General Committee http://hdl.handle.net/2440/24870 
1923 – AU Staff  `https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/PRG+280/1/45/71 

State Library of South Australia 
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/SRG+32/5/125 

The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – CT Madigan) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Ancestry.com.au 
UK, Commonwealth War Graves, 1914-1921 and 1939-1947 
University of South Australia Mary Dixie Madigan 
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/condon/teachers/Teachers.asp?TeacherID=7698 
Australian Dictionary of Biography 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/madigan-cecil-thomas-7455 
Rowing History 
https://rowinghistory.worldsecuresystems.com/rower-profiles/madigan-cecil-t 

coolantarctica.com 

https://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/biography/madigan_cecil_thomas.php 

Clipped Wings Or Memories Of My Childhood & Youth By WN Hoerr - South Australia 
Who’s Who in Australia 1935 & 1944 

Who’s Who in Adelaide (approx 1931), Well Known People Caricatured by Kerwin Maegraith, published by Advertiser 

Newspapers Limited for the Lord Mayor’s Unemployment Fund 

http://ww1sa.gravesecrets.net/ma---mal.html   WWII photograph of CT Madigan 

https://www.centennialpark.org/memorial-search/  Centennial Park Cemetery  
Family photos and University Rowing photo – from a post in Dec 2017 on evolution-path.com/snippets by Winfried 

Hoerr, a grandson of Cecil T. Madigan 
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