
 

 
Major Ivan Bede Jose 

Military Cross MiD 
 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club: 1911-1913 
(Intervarsity 1913) 

Cricket Club: B Grade 1911/1912, A Grade 1912/13 -1915/16 & 

1918/1919 

Sports Awards: Cricket Blue 1915 

Degree: MB BS (1915), MS (1923) 

Knighted (1963) 



 

 

 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Ivan Bede 

Jose.  It is compilation of information and photographs collected 

from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 



 

The AIF Project 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=158869 

 

Ivan Bede JOSE 
 

Date of birth 13 February 1893 

Place of birth Ningpo China 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Medical practitioner 

Address North Adelaide, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 23 

Next of kin Father, Rev G H Jose, Palmer Place, North Adelaide, South 

Australia 

Enlistment date 1 December 1915 

Rank on enlistment Captain 

Unit name Medical Officers 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board 

RMS Osterley on 15 January 1916 

Rank from Nominal Roll Major 

Unit from Nominal Roll Australian Army Medical Corps 

Promotions Captain 
Unit: MED 
Promotion date: 1 December 1915  

Recommendations (Medals and Awards) Mention in Despatches 
Awarded, and gazetted, 'London Gazette', second 
Supplement, No. 30448 (28 December 1917); 
'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 57 (18 April 1918). 

Fate Returned to Australia 14 September 1918 

Medals Military Cross 
Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 165 
Date: 24 October 1918  

Other details Medals: Military Cross, British War Medal, Victory Medal 

  

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=158869


 

Service Record 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=11545731 

  

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=11545731


 

RSL Virtual War Memorial 
 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/371792 

 

Service Number: Officer 

Enlisted: 1 December 1915  

Last Rank: Wing Commander 

Last Unit: RAAF Headquarters  

Born: Ningpo, China, 13 February 1893 

Home Town: North Adelaide, Adelaide, South Australia 

Schooling: Queens School, St Peter's College, Adelaide University 

Occupation: Surgeon 

Died: Natural causes, North Adelaide, South Australia, 23 November 1969, aged 76 years 

Cemetery: North Road Cemetery, S.A. 

Memorials: University of Adelaide WW1 Honour Roll Mitchell Bldg* 

 

World War 1 Service 
 

1 Dec 1915: Enlisted AIF WW1, Captain, Medical Officers  

22 Dec 1915: Embarked AIF WW1, Captain, Medical Officers, HMAT Kanowna, Sydney 

22 Dec 1915: Involvement AIF WW1, Captain, SN Officer, Medical Officers, 

Enlistment/Embarkation WW1 

10 Dec 1918: Discharged AIF WW1, Major, Sea Transport Staff 

 

World War 2 Service 
 

20 Nov 1940: Enlisted Royal Australian Air Force, RAAF Headquarters, Adelaide, South 

Australia  

21 Nov 1940: Involvement Royal Australian Air Force, Wing Commander  

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1537754/ 

 

Captain Ivan Bede Jose  

Rank Captain 

Unit 14th Australian Field Ambulance 

Service Australian Imperial Force 

Conflict/Operation First World War, 1914-1918 

Award Mention in despatches 

Commonwealth of Australia Gazette 18 April 1918 on page 845 at position 51 

London Gazette 28 December 1917 on page 13568 at position 74 

 

 

 

 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/371792
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1537754/


 

Published Biography 
 

“Blood, Sweat and Fears” ISBN: 978-0-64692-750-3 

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS AND MEDICAL STUDENTS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR 1 

Verco, Summers, Swain and Jelly 2014. 
 

 



 

  
 
This article was published in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 14, (MUP), 1996  
 
by Ronald Hunter 
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/jose-sir-ivan-bede-10646 

Jose, Sir Ivan Bede (1893–1969) 
 
Sir Ivan Bede Jose (1893-1969), surgeon, was born on 13 February 1893 at Ningpo, China, eldest of three sons of 
George Herbert Jose, an Anglican missionary from England, and his wife Clara Ellen, née Sturt, from South Australia. 
In 1899 George took his family to England where he studied at the University of Oxford before returning to Adelaide 
in 1903. Ivan was educated at the Queen's School, North Adelaide, the Collegiate School of St Peter (1905-10) and 
the University of Adelaide (M.B., B.S., 1915; M.S., 1923). He enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 27th 
November 1914 but was discharged in March to complete his degree. 
 
In November 1915 Jose sailed for the Middle East as captain, Australian Army Medical Corps. From June 1916 he 
served with the 14th Field Ambulance mainly on the Western Front. Near Ypres, Belgium, in September-October 
1917 he supervised the evacuation of casualties while under fire, for which he was awarded the Military Cross. He 
was promoted major in 1918 and his A.I.F. appointment terminated in Australia on 10 December that year. At Christ 
Church, North Adelaide, on 20 May 1919 he married with Anglican rites Imogen Mervyn ('Jean') Hawkes. Having 
undertaken postgraduate studies in Britain, he qualified as a fellow of the Royal colleges of Surgeons, England 
(1922), and Edinburgh (1922), and of Australasia (1929). 
 
Appointed medical and surgical registrar at the (Royal) Adelaide Hospital in 1923, Jose proved an enthusiastic 
teacher, displaying verve and a systematic approach in his presentations. Honorary assistant-surgeon (from 1924), 
honorary surgeon (1930-50) and foundation director (1936) of surgical studies, by the age of 40 he was the hospital's 
senior surgeon. He restructured surgical teaching and became dean of medicine in 1948. Adelaide's busiest surgeon, 
with a special interest in urology, he was almost always late, yet he expected everything and everybody to be ready 
when he arrived. Many 'Saturday morning' ward rounds commenced after midday and he was nicknamed 'the late 
Mr Jose'. Cramming fourteen working hours a day into twelve, he patronizingly substituted a wide smile for an 
apology for keeping people waiting. 
 
He had served in the A.A.M.C. Reserve from 1921. Transferring to the Royal Australian Air Force Medical Branch in 
1940, he worked as a part-time specialist and rose to the rank of group captain. Jose gave a great deal of his time to 
the South Australian division of the Australian Red Cross Society: he chaired its blood transfusion service and was a 
member (1945-65) of the divisional committee and chairman (1966-68). After retiring in 1950, he practised privately, 
developed a grazing property and continued to belong to the Adelaide Club. He was a member (1953-65) of the 
council of the University of Adelaide and deputy-chairman of the university's postgraduate committee in medicine. A 
councillor (1946-58) and president (1955-57) of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, he was also president 
(1955-57) of the South Australian branch of the British Medical Association. In 1963 he was knighted. Survived by his 
wife, daughter and two sons, Sir Ivan died on 23 November 1969 in his North Adelaide home and was buried in 
North Road cemetery. The R.A.C.S., Melbourne, holds (Sir) Ivor Hele's portrait of Jose, and a visiting professorship in 
anaesthesia at the University of Adelaide commemorates him. 

 

Additional Biography 

 

Birth 

Ivan Bede Jose was born on 13 February 1893 at Ningpo, China, eldest of three sons of George Herbert Jose, and his 

wife Clara Ellen, née Sturt, from South Australia.  
 

Ivan's father, George, came to Australia in 1888 from Gloucestershire, England, he married Clara Ellen Sturt (d.1925) 

in 1890 and went with her to China as a lay missionary the following year. All three of the couple’s children were 

born in China. The family left China in 1899 after George was awarded the Davis Chinese Scholarship at Oxford for 

1900. In 1903 George then brought the family to Adelaide where he had charge of several churches until in 1906 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/about-us/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biographies/author/?author=1870
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/jose-sir-ivan-bede-10646


 

when he was appointed Rector of Christ Church, North Adelaide, where he remained until 1933. He was appointed a 

Canon of Adelaide in 1918 and Archdeacon of Adelaide in 1929. He resigned the incumbency of Christ Church to 

become Dean of Adelaide until his retirement in 1953. 
 

Ivan's siblings were Wilfred Oswald Jose (b 25th March 1895) and Gilbert Edger (b 1st November 1898).  
 

Schooling 
 

Ivan initially attended Queen's School, Barton Terrace, North Adelaide from 1903 - 1906 along with younger brother 
Wilfred before enrolling at  St Peter’s College.  
 

Queen’s School Students and Staff (c 1902) 
 

 
Ivan Jose (Standing 5th from left -in light jacket) 

 
He then went to St Peter’s College (1906-1910) where he passed his Primary (1906), Junior (1907), Senior (1908) and 

Higher (1909 & 1910) Public Examinations. While are St Peter’s, Ivan played Intercollegiate Cricket (1910), SACA B 

grade cricket (1909-10) and Intercollegiate Football (1910).  
  

1910 St Peter’s Football Team 

 



 

 

 

1910 St Peter’s Cricket Team – I.B. Jose – standing fourth from left 

 

Form 6B Students and Staff 1908 

 
  Ivan Bede Jose is in the back row – fourth from the left. 

 

"This photograph of S.P.S.C. boys was taken at Christmas in 1908 and constituted the upper division of Form 6B. 
There were 26 in the form, and of these 20 have either seen active service or are on their way to the front." 

 



 

University 

 

Ivan commenced studying medicine at Adelaide University in 1911. He was conferred with his MB BS in October 

1915 after passing his fifth year (First Class) and finishing second to Patrick Rice who was awarded the Everard 

Scholarship. 

 

University Sport 

 

Cricket 

Ivan joined the Adelaide University Cricket Club (playing in the B Grade) in early 1911 and played in the team which 

lost the B grade Premiership to East Torrens in late April. He was a medium pace bowler and when the shine was 

gone, reverted to spin. He was also a handy middle to lower order batsman. By the 1911/12 season he was 

promoted for a few games in the A Grade team and in April 1912 he played in a SACA trial match made up of the 

States promising young players.  

 

In the years to following, he became a regular A grade player and at the end of the 1914/15 season Ivan headed the 

A Grade bowling averages taking 24 wickets off just 68 Overs at the outstanding average of 10.1 runs per wicket. 

Unfortunately, the SACA Trophy went to State and former Australian Test player Bill Whitty of East Torrens for the 

4th year in a row. Ivan was one wicket short of the required number of wickets taken to qualify for the award. 

 

 



 

In February 1914 Ivan represented South Australia in the first ever Interstate Colts match against Victoria.  South 

Australia were defeated; however, Ivan took 6 wickets for 103 runs in Victoria's 1st Innings and 4 wickets for 71 runs 

in the 2nd Innings. His 10 wickets for the match would have been noted by the State selectors! 

 

               
 

                
 

Although he had originally enlisted in 1914, Ivan continued playing cricket for the AUCC while completing his medical 

studies. Ivan was awarded a Blue for Cricket in 1915. He played the 1915/16 season (unofficial competition) after 

which the competition was suspended by the SACA until after the War.  

 



 

Football 

Ivan played football for the University in the Amateur league in 1911, 1912 & 1913 and played in the Intervarsity 

match against Melbourne in 1913. 

 

He also played for the University in matches against Prince Alfred College (1911) and St Peter’s College (1912). 

 

World War I 

Ivan enlisted in the A.I.F. on 27th November 1914 but was discharged in March 1915 to complete his medical degree. 
Immediately upon receiving advice that he had passed his final year examinations on 24th September 1915, he 
enlisted that same day and a Commission as Captain in the Australian Army Medical Corps (A.A.M.C.) was granted on 
1st October 1915. His MBBS degree was conferred in a special commemoration ceremony on 6th October 1915.  
 

            
 

In November 1915 he sailed for the Middle East as captain in the (A.A.M.C.). From June 1916 he served with the 14th 
Field Ambulance mainly on the Western Front. Near Ypres, Belgium, in September-October 1917 he supervised the 
evacuation of casualties while under fire, for which he was awarded the Military Cross. He was promoted to Major in 
1918 and returned to Australia on 10 December 1918.  
 
Ivan’s younger brother, Wilfrid Oswald Jose, was killed in action on 2nd April 1917. Wilfrid had also been a very 
promising footballer and cricketer and had played A Grade in both sports with Adelaide University before enlisting. 



 

After WWI 

 

Family 

In December 1918, soon after returning to Australia, Ivan became engaged to Imogen Mervyn (Jean) Hawkes. Ivan 

and Jean were married on 20th May 1919. They had three children, a daughter  (Margaret Dorothea) born 5 May 

1920, a son (Robert Oswald), born 19th Sept 1922 and a son John Salisbury), born 9th April 1931. Ivan’s mother died in 

1925. In March 1930 Ivan and Jean bought a home on Brougham place, North Adelaide. Tragically, having lost one 

brother in WWI, Ivan’s remaining brother, Gilbert Edgar Jose (MB BS) died 27th March 1942 while a POW of the 

Japanese. Ivan’s father died in 1956. Gilbert had been an outstanding cricketer with University and the State, and his 

two son's Anthony and Geoffrey also played with Adelaide University. Anthony the 1949 Rhodes Scholar represented 

South Australia, Oxford University and Kent at the first-class level. 

 

Career 

Ivan’s career is well documented in the two biographies above and in ‘Australian Doctors on the Western Front’ by 
Robert Likeman, CSM. Ivan and his family were in the UK in 1922 where Ivan qualified as a fellow of the Royal 
Colleges of Surgeons, England (1922), and Edinburgh (1922). He later gained his MS at Adelaide in December 1923 
and his fellowship of the Australasian Royal Colleges of Surgeons (1929). In 1929 Ivan was again studying overseas. 
Ivan served as a Medical Officer with the R.A.A.F. in WWII. 
 
Sport 

 

On his return from overseas service, he played part of the 1918/19 season when the SACA resumed games (unofficial 
competition). He later served two terms as the Adelaide University Cricket Club President from 1930/31 (succeeding 
Dr C. E. Dolling) to 1931/32 (succeeded by Dr L.C.E. Lindon). 
 
On his return from London and Edinburgh where he completed post graduate studies, Ivan resumed his cricket 
career in 1923 with the North Adelaide Club. Ivan's played successfully in A Grade cricket with North Adelaide in the 
1923/24 and 1924/1925 seasons and showed he had lost little of his prowess now bowling his slow spinners. His 
medical skills also came in handy. In one match in 1923 and again in 1924 he was needed to treat on field injuries. 
 

       
 



 

By 1925 and now 32 years of age, together with his increasing responsibilities as an Honorary assistant-surgeon at 

the Adelaide Hospital, he retired from A Grade cricket. Had it not been for the War years Ivan's performances at A 

Grade level with University and North Adelaide could  have been more substantial. In the years that followed he 

often played occasional games of cricket at University Oval when the medical graduates played the medical students.  

From at least 1928 Ivan's name is more commonly linked with golf in newspaper articles.  

 

 
1931 – Drs L.L. Muirhead and I.B. Jose 

 

I935 – Faculty of Medicine - Adelaide University 

 
I.B. Jose Second row from front, fifth from right 



 

 

View from the Jose’s Brougham Place home – Royal Visit 1954 

   
 



 

1954 

 
 

Sir Ivan Jose in 1963 

   

Death 

 

Ivan Bede Jose died on the 23rd November 1969, aged 76 years and is buried at the North Road Cemetery, SA. He 

was survived by his wife Imojen Mervyn “Jean” Jose (1893 – 2000) and daughter Margaret Dorothea “Peg” and sons 

Robert Oswald “Bob” Jose and John Salisbury Jose. 

 



 

Family Legacy 

Margaret Dorothea “Peg” Jose (1920 – 2000) 

Peg Jose attended Woodlands Church of England Girl’s Grammar School. In 1943 she married the Rev. Lawrence 

William Riley, son of the Bishop of Bendigo, Charles Lawrence Riley. Lawrence originally from Perth had been in 

Adelaide studying Theology. 

 

After the end of World War II, in which they both served, they moved to Dalwallinu, Western Australia, a township in 

the wheatbelt 248 km north east of Perth, where Lawrence had been appointed to St Luke’s Church of England 

Parish. While supporting her husband in church activities she was also involved with the Country Women’s 

Association (CWA) and later became its President. Lawrence was also elected President of the local branch of the 

RSL. They moved from Dalwallinu in 1951 when Rev. Riley was appointed Rector at St Georges Anglican Church, 

Applecross in suburban Perth. Her mother spent some time with her daughter in 1952 on her way home from a trip 

to England and on other occasions travelled from Adelaide to be with her daughter and family. 

 



 

Robert Oswald “Bob” Jose (1924 – 2020) 
 

Geelong Grammar School Obituary 

 

 
 



 

From: Making the Mold & Breaking the Mold - The Rise and Fall and Rise of SOLA OPTICAL 
The SOLA Culture and People  
 
Bob Jose - SOLA employee from 1970 to 1985 (although he was a consultant from 1957 to 1970 and from 1985 to 
1994/5) Key position held: Deputy Managing Director 
 
After service in the RAAF, Bob Jose graduated in Mechanical Engineering in 1959. After 2 years factory experience, he joined PA 
Management Consultants as a trainee in the UK. He became a consultant when he moved to Australia in 1953. In 1957, David 
Pank employed him as a PA consultant to do work study in Laubman & Pank’s optical workshop managed by Arch 
Patterson and Douglas Riley. David picked a bright spark called Noel Roscrow to work with Bob. After that assignment, Bob went 
to Perth for a couple of years. 
After his return, David Pank arranged with PA for him to attend meetings of the board of the group operating company Optics 
Australia Pty Ltd, the members being David Pank, Don Schutz, Frank Bawden and Noel Roscrow. 
In 1959 Noel persuaded David Pank to buy a premise on South Road, Black Forest and SOLA was split from L&P. Most of the hard 
research, product and process testing and plant design and manufacture occurred in the decade to 1970. During that decade, 
Bob visited SOLA quite frequently when PA worked with Dean Sherry on the direct costing and accounting project. Refer Section 
10, Recollections of Former Employees, As I saw SOLA 1958 – 1987, Dean Sherry. 
Bob joined SOLA in 1970 and after a short time Noel started to take him to meet major clients in Sydney. Bob recalls “How to fit 
twice as much into one day’s work” 
After transition to Lonsdale, Noel continued spinning around the world, especially in USA, and it was clear that he needed Bob to 
look after correspondence, enquiries, etc from worldwide customers and potential opportunities. When Noel was home, Bob 
tended to visit growing Asian customers, supporting Benny Sato in Japan, and introducing Samson Li to sales in Taiwan, 
Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam and Malaysia. The Hong Kong office which was opened mainly for financial reasons 
became the hub of all sales outside Japan 
From the beginning of manufacture in Brasil and the departure of MacGuinness, Bob was given responsibility for the operations 
- initially he spent 3 months there and appointed Aurelio Seco as Regional Director. Bob’s basic responsibility was to connect 
SOLA Brasil to head office, which involved close relations with Seco and regular quarterly visits to oversee all operations. In 1985 
Bob left SOLA but continued as a part-time consultant until 1994/5 reporting to Ian Craig and then John Wilen and then John 
Heine on South America.  
 

Photograph of Sir Ivan Jose’s son Robert taken from the balcony of the family residence at Brougham Place North 

Adelaide. He is now the custodian of the photo and WW1 medals of Ivan’s brother Wilfred Oswald Jose (25/3/1895 – 

3/04/1917) 

http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/cherished-photo-last-reminder-of-lieutenant-wilfred-jose-a-

hero-who-never-came-home/news-story/498c746646369388aae21f99ad0088e0 

 

Robert Oswald Jose died in January 2020 aged 95. 

http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/cherished-photo-last-reminder-of-lieutenant-wilfred-jose-a-hero-who-never-came-home/news-story/498c746646369388aae21f99ad0088e0
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/cherished-photo-last-reminder-of-lieutenant-wilfred-jose-a-hero-who-never-came-home/news-story/498c746646369388aae21f99ad0088e0


 

Dr John Salisbury Jose (1931 – 2015) 

Dr John Salisbury Jose went to Geelong Grammar School (1943 – 1949). He was awarded a scholarship to Cambridge 

University, returned to the University of Adelaide and graduated with his MBBS (1957). While at Adelaide University 

he was a member of the boat club and was stroke for the Intervarsity eight in 1954. 

Initially completing his internship at the Royal Adelaide Hospital and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, after specialist 

training he was accepted as a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons in 1961. After working in Britain and the USA in 

the 1960s, he returned to Adelaide and opened a private Urology practice with Mr Noel Bonnin in 1966. This 

partnership continued until 1998. He retired in 2002 and joined the Heritage and History Committee of the RAH and 

was its Chairman in 2002-2005. 

 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer and Rob O’Shannassy AUFC/ AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

Sources: 
 

The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – Ivan Bede Jose) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 14, (MUP), 1996 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/jose-sir-ivan-bede-10646 

• J. E. Hughes, A History of the Royal Adelaide Hospital (Adel, 1967) 

• V. A. Edgeloe, The Medical School of the University of Adelaide (Adel, 1991)  

• Medical Journal of Australia, 2 May 1970, p 912 

• Advertiser (Adelaide), 24 Nov 1969  

• D6878 (miscellaneous, State Library of South Australia). 
Australian Doctors on the Western Front By Robert Likeman CSM 
http://www.solahistory.com/chapter-4-10.html 
Sir Ivan Jose 1963 (SLSA photograph) http://trove.nla.gov.au/version/228792758 
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