2nd Lieut. Ern Harry Johncock
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MOBILITATE VIGEMUS

Football Club: 1919 - 1922
(IV 1920, 1921 & 1922)

Other Sports: Rowing

Sports Awards: Blue Football (1920)

Student: Arts 1915 & 1919 - 1924, 1926 & 1929
B.A. (1923), M.A. (1924), Dip. Ed. (1929)

High School Headmaster & Inspector




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is
to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will
be recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Ern Harry

Johncock. It is compilation of information and photographs
collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE
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Ern Harry JOHNCOCK

Regimental number 1518

Place of birth Balhannah South Australia

Religion Church of England

Occupation Student

Address Balhannah, South Australia

Marital status Single

Age at embarkation 20

Next of kin Mother, Mrs Martha Johncock, Balhannah, South Australia
Enlistment date 14 July 1915

Rank on enlistment Private

Unit name 32nd Battalion, 1st Reinforcement

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/49/2

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A2 Geelong on 18

November 1915
Regimental number from Nominal Roll Commissioned

Rank from Nominal Roll 2nd Lieutenant

Unit from Nominal Roll 32nd Battalion

Fate Returned to Australia 28 February 1919
Date of death 26 November 1943

32nd Australian Infantry Battalion

Collection Unit

type

Title 32nd Australian Infantry Battalion
Category Unit

The 32nd Battalion was raised as part of the 8th Brigade at Mitcham, on the outskirts of Adelaide, on 9 August 1915. Only two
companies were raised from South Australian enlistees - another two were formed in Western Australia and joined the battalion
at the end of September. The battalion sailed from Adelaide on 18 November 1915.

The 8th Brigade joined the newly raised 5th Australian Division in Egypt, and proceeded to France, destined for the Western
Front, in June 1916. The 32nd Battalion fought its first major battle at Fromelles on 19 July 1916, having only entered the front-
line trenches 3 days previously. The attack was a disastrous introduction to battle for the 32nd -' it suffered 718 casualties,
almost 75 per cent of the battalion's total strength, but closer to 90 per cent of its actual fighting strength. Although it still spent
periods in the front line, the 32nd played no major offensive role for the rest of the year.

In early 1917, the German Army withdrew to the Hindenburg Line allowing the British front to be advanced and the 32nd
Battalion participated in the follow-up operations. The battalion subsequently missed the heavy fighting to breach the
Hindenburg Line during the second battle of Bullecourt as the 8th Brigade was deployed to protect the division's flank. The only
large battle in 1917 in which the 32nd Battalion played a major role was Polygon Wood, fought in the Ypres sector in Belgium on
26 September.

Unlike some AIF battalions, the 32nd had a relatively quiet time during the German Spring Offensive of 1918 as the 5th Division
was largely kept in reserve. The Allies launched their own offensive with the battle of Amiens on 8 August, in which the 32nd
Battalion participated. It was subsequently involved in the operations that continued to press the retreating Germans through
August and into September. The 32nd fought its last major action of the war between 29 September and 1 October when the 5th
and 3rd Australian Divisions and two American divisions attacked the Hindenburg Line across the top of the 6-kilometre-long St
Quentin Canal tunnel; the canal was a major obstacle in the German defensive scheme.



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF32REIN1

The 32nd was resting and retraining out of the line when the war ended on 11 November 1918. On 8 March 1919, after the
gradual repatriation of men to Australia, the remnants of the 32nd Battalion were merged with the 30th Battalion.

Service Records
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
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CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

[ nave examined the above-named person, and find that he does not present any of the
following conditions, viz.

Serofula ; phthisis ; syphilis; impaired constitution: defective intelligence ; defects
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Letter from Ern'’s Sister to A.I.F. Enquiring about his health while completing officer
training in Cambridge, England.
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19th Octobexr 1917.

Dear Madam,

In acknowledging the receipt of your

stter dated 12th instant, I have to state, no recent
ort to any effect has been recsived regarding
No.1518 Sergeant E. H. Johncock, %2nd Battalion.

Capes of minor indisposition unlikely
to develop seriously are not reported to this Office
by cable; tihey are usually embodied in Hospital
Lists which come to hand by mail.

The Department i1s unable to furniash the
name of the other Australian soldier whom you sta
entered Corpus Christie College in June.

Anv cahle reporta W i Mma soma to hand
will be prormptly traremittet to next=of-kin.

Yours faithfully,

ajor
officer i/c E‘-‘;“\;r’%&}ucnrdﬁ. <

Miss R, McSharpe,
G. P. 0.,
ADELAIDE, S.A.




Biography

Family and Early Years

Ern Harry (Ern) Johncock was the youngest of thirteen children of John Austin Johncock (1844-1930) and Martha
(1851-1942) née Fuller. He was born at Balhannah on the 29th of December 1894. The Johncock family were early
pioneers of the district and were involved in all manners of community activities, church (St Thomas' Anglican
Church), sporting, social and cultural gatherings. His father in addition to farm work and bringing up his large family
was a member of the Balhannah Rifles, a local militia group formed in 1860. It was a hard country life for the family
and at the time of Ern's birth three of their children had already not survived childhood. Tragedy soon struck again
when his older brother Ben (9) was tragically drowned in the Onkaparinga River after slipping from the slippery bank.

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922)

Sat 12 Feb 1898 Page 4 Family Notices

DEATHS

HOFFMANN,.—On the 11th February, Mary Hof.
mann, widow of the late Jechann Gottinied Hoffmaan,
late of Frewville, aged 83 years,

JOHUNCOCK . —0On the 51st December, 1897, at Bal-
hannal, accidentally drowned, Ben. Fuller, ninth
and aearly-beloved son of Jobn Austin and Martha
Jubncock, of Balhannub, aged 9 yvears, 45x43

Early Education - Pupil Teacher - School Sport

It was important for John and Martha that all their children were well educated. Ern’s early schooling was at
Balhannah State School and Mount Barker High School. At an early age he showed an interest in becoming a teacher
following on in the footsteps of his older brother and sister, Charles Fuller Johncock and Edith Alice Johncock. In
1910, he was appointed by the Education Department as a Senior Monitor at the Mount Barker Public School. In
1911, having already passed the entrance examination the previous year, he enrolled at Adelaide High School
(formally the Pupil Teachers' School). In his youth he had played sport for the local football teams, playing juniors
with Mt Barker and seniors for Onkaparinga.

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954

PUPIL TEACHERS’ ENTRANCE
EXAMINATION,

—

The following candidates have passed tie
nupil teachers’ entrance examination:—

Armitage, Harold E. 8., Houghton,
Bishop, William J., Basket Range.
Brougham, Elsie M., Port Lincoln.
(I‘;:lrk. ‘i.rtt lln leenSM % (!Ofd w;f’»d.

an, ur 8., St 1 t. . .
Elliott. Kileen M., Strathalbyn. The Mount Barker Courier and Onkaparinga
((%ondinl.g. Fl)oln (M.. Port Pirie.
e Dt AT Giali and Gumeracha Advertiser (SA : 1880 - 1954
Herman, Elsie A., Woodville. v

Heward, llma M., North Adelaide. )
Hill, Ida M., Goolwa. Fr 27 Jan 1911
Johncock, Ernest H,, Hahndorf.

Jones, Emily M., Burra.
Jones. Myrtle, Riverton.

Kelly, Mahalah H., Hindmars). PERSONAL

Kentish, Mu_‘jori‘e H., Woodville, g

}j?lg:frén? olr)l:ni(s'l\lMoL?lr:f:\'- Mrs. Wray, sen,, of Harrogate, althongh
Lowe, Reginald D.. Mitcham. 93 yenrs of age, is still ha'e and hearty,
Mattner. Edward W., Oakbank. Mr. E. Johneock, who had been one of
McDonnell, Donald, Penola. the assistant teschers at the Mount Barker

Miichell, Annie N., Thebarten.

' Public School for some time, has gone 1o
funro, Gordon A.. Alberton - 3 ?
g'u:‘r()\\'z\\'. lIt(liulM.. .\Ioun:u Minex. the Pupll Teachers' School, j\""l"Mc' whete
North, Ithel B.. Marrvatville, he will wtndy for tho ensning three years
Omnie. Rhodu A., Parkside, Misa A. Hanlon., of Moonta, tills the wva.
Parham. Kingsley B., Gawler. entiey at Monnt Barker
Pike, Muriel E.. Le Fevre's Peninsula. Senator Vardon paid a visit to Moont
Rieke, Meta M. A.. North Adclaide. \ pa
Robinson, I1da M., Port Adelaide, Barker last Saturday.
Robiuson, Lynda F., Parkside. S

Rodgers, Winifred G., Jamestown,
Rosser. Mary M., Strathalbyn,
Shannon, Kate B.. Victor Harbor,




Adelaide High School

Ern attended Adelaide High School from 1911 until 1913 in the capacity as a junior teacher. While there he
completed his Senior Public and Higher Year examinations qualifying for entrance to Adelaide University. In addition,
he passed subjects at the Adelaide School of Art and by March 1913 he had been promoted to a 3rd grade junior
teacher position at the school.

While at Adelaide High School he played football for the 1st XV111 for 3 years and 1°* X1 cricket in 1912 and 1913. In
an unusual situation in 1911 both he and his nephew (John Arthur Johncock - son of older brother Charles) were in
the same football team. In his final year he was captain of the team and also a Prefect. He was awarded the Rossiter
Prize for outstanding sporting achievement in his final year.

1911 First Eighteen Football Team

ADELAIDE HIGH SCHOOL FIRST FOOTBALL TEAM.

' . HAEBE, J. KEIPERT.
i TOP ROwW ‘L[VT TO RIGHT): E JOMNCOCK, K. PARHAM, A. LIMB, C. BOORN, - BUZACOYY.)S o N:|LF|_°.RED M ’. AR
'ODLE ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): €. MOLTEN. E, BROADBENT, R. THOMAS. L. CARTHEW (CAPT.). ©. MUG
T. WILLIAMS,
X J. PEARCE.
FRONT ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): N. SOMERVILLE, J. JOHNCOCK. S, TIVER, 5. OLIVER,

1913 First Eighteen Football Team

FIRST EIGHTEEN.

BacK MOW: A GAEEN L. POLOEN M Pavy D Dowling K Bunoey R Cuansr
STANDING: € MICHELL T. DoLAn. D Comny, F. GasssLL D MUsssy. P GOODING H POWROY. R Daver
SUTING: Me CLuie T KLY . BLackeT E tearr b T M. - ME ALLEN  INSET MR SHEOLICH

i




1912 Cricket Team

R

STANOWNG | E, L COODEN. G EATON, E. M. JOMNCOCK. M. PAVY, D A. DOWLING, R SMITH. M €. S ARMITAGE.
SITTING : J. BLACKEY, L. CARTHEW (ViCE CarTain), MR ALLEN (Coicrer MasTen) € W MATINE®R (Carrain) C RICHARDS

SCHOOL PREFECTS FOR 1913

F. GASKELL, E. H. JOHNCOCK, H. K PAVY, H. W. BROADBENT. A. E. M WATSON,
L J. BURNS DO. A. DOWLING, L. G. KEIPERT (HEao - PrErFEcT). D. J. MURPHY, H. R POMROY




(L - R) Ern Johncock (Rossiter Prize Winner), Thomas Maddigan (Winner Intercollegiate 100Yds), Albert Bawden 1913 (School Tennis Champion)

After completion of his Higher Year at Adelaide High School he received a promotion to 4th Grade junior teaching
position and received a posting in 1914 to Murray Bridge High School (Continuation School) which had only been
established the previous year. While there he also played a season of football for the local Murray Bridge team. It
was his intention to enroll at Adelaide University in 1915 and at the end of the year he was farewelled at a school
social gathering.

Adelaide University Enroliment

Ern enrolled in the Arts Faculty at Adelaide University in 1915, however, with the outbreak of hostilities and
Australia's commitment increasing, like many fellow students, he answered the call to serve. He had already had
military training having served for 4 years in school cadets and local Infantry (74th, 76th and 79th Military Units).

Norwood Football Club

After returning to the city from Murray Bridge in 1915, he was recruited by the Norwood Football Club. A number of
their players had already enlisted and departed for overseas duty. After playing 7 league matches for the league side
his time with Norwood ended, playing his final game on July 3rd, 1915. Like many others who served, it is unknown
what the course of his league football career may have taken.

I PLAYERS - JOHNCOCK, Ernest

Ernest JOHNCOCK

STATISTICS

Guernsey Number: 7

Career: 1915

NFC Games: 7

NFC Goals: 0

Debut: v North Adelaide (Norwood) 1st May 1515
Finale: v West Torrens {(Norwood) 3rd July 1515

Ernest Johncock played at a time when Norwood struggled to win games. They finished seventh in 1915, a year in
which many players enlisted in the armed forces, winning only three games.

In a game against West Torrens in May, 1915, he missed a simple chance at goal and in the same match was
disallowed what the reporter described as a, ™ brilliant mark.”

Johncock enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force in July 1915 and served in France. He was eventually discharged
in 15159 after being promoted to Lieutenant

B Ridge June 2014




The Joumal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) Fri 9 Jul 1915

Personal Comments.
FﬂOTBALL F. Subard el O. Knaggs were not in-
cluded in the \orwvod ghteen. The va-
::aa were filled It:y . C. Janen-y
o Dngu who umed
if-mnousl in the South
Adelnde tam Johncock played fris
By Follower. last game Saturday prior w0 ealsting
¢ ‘(- Su’-phtu (;:Ufon:’-rd) and &, \Xhm
o rover] attrac muc awmum
League Games Last Saturday. aad agsin thay- fSgured tly inG:-‘:
= 2nd lr:l i e V¢ movements, and Torrens
ool s i i B S YRR were hard pw lo it to keep them
West .. .. . .. LB 2§ 7 510 40| out. White kicked two goals, and Stephens
Norwood .. ..... 20 50 61 74 ] con tnb-tod one mixer. For the wvisitors
Torreos .. .. .. .. 1.6 37 410 510 40 |[Incoll (in goal) effected several smart
P08 veas) ik 21 418 513 915 & 'I"- attempts of the red-and-blnes
ort .. .. .. 0.0 05 07T K12 313 W eo -.-on were often checked by the excel

of Marsh, Strugn
League Premiership Scoring List. !o.m Miller worked hud‘m ‘S‘l}k :3

§ Do ‘rdmhh—\-h| “J it w? .bth."ﬂMt on the
. W part ohmwnn Smith, who were con-

Port Adelaids T — 1 8B MW W

Bouth Addalde . 5 = 1 s s 1 "cuons for jonk runs.

North Adelsido . 4 3 — 42 w4 8

Wokt Adelaide ., 3 5 — 3@ 0 .

St .. .. .... 3 5 - i 8 &

Forwoed .. .. .. 2 & — 23 4 <

West Torrems .. ¢ 5 ~ 1 e 4

Porition of clubs last year:—Port, North, Sturt,

Yoruns, Wesl, South, and Norwood.

War Service

His call to serve King and Country in WW1 interrupted his football and his university studies when he enlisted in July
1915. embarked for overseas service on board HMAT A2 Geelong on 18 November 1915. Before departing he
attended an assembly at Adelaide High School.

Enlisting on 14th July 1915, he is described and standing 5ft 9in (175cm) and 176lbs (80kg). With the rank of Private
he was assigned to the newly formed A.I.F. 32nd Battalion, 1st Reinforcements and attended the Cheltenham
Racecourse Camp for initial training. In November his Unit embarked for overseas service from Port Adelaide and
arrived at Ismailia, Egypt on the Suez Canal in February. By July 1916 he had been promoted to the rank of Corporal
and after arriving in France at the southern port of Marseilles, was soon seeing action at the Front in the North of
France.

On the 20th July Ern received a gunshot wound to the forearm and was evacuated to the 3rd Canadian General
Hospital near Boulogne.

UR'T 19th August 1916
Dear Madam,
I now hsg to advise you that informaticn Lka3d been
ved 40 “he effect thnat Noe 1518 Corperel E. H. Johnecoelr,
s new i the 374 Canadian GeneralHospitalf 21/8/16, suffaring
from gunshot wound ferearm iet.foot mild. o

His peiaal address wil

n. 1518 Corporal B. H. Jonoook,

Wounded. 32nd Australian Infantry,

‘eadquarters

rters,

ny further particulars




To allow time for full recovery he was furloughed to England for several weeks. He rejoined his Unit in September
1916 at Etaples, France and after time in the field was seconded to the Western Front sniping school "On Command"
and a promotion to the rank of Sergeant. While recuperating Ern wrote home:

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924)

GIVING FRITZ “BEANR."

Corporal Ernest H. Johocock writes

to lus brother at Balbannah from a hos-
pital in Boulogne as follows:—Just at
present 1 am situated as per above. It's
just great to be on a nice soft bunk and
to have nothing to do but ask for what
you want. Some change after the field.
The hospital people are just all right, and
we are being treated gloriously. 1 am
in a Canadian hospital, but the majority
of the fcllows are Australians, althouga
[ do not know oge of them. However,
one soon makes {riends.
I am not badly damaged. I have a
ight hit on my left forearm which is
nearly night now, and a barbed wire
puncture on my nght foot, which in-
Bamed considerably and prevented any
walking. I guess I'll be out in a coapic
of days.

We moved into the firing line on the
18th, and old Friuz was bombarding
“billy ho" out of us, bui as long as we
kept well under cover we were as safe as
houses.

Tue 12 Sep 19

Page 8 GIVING FRITZ "BEA!

We were working up to our knees in
mud and almost every rifle was muddy
and unfit for nse. However, more sand-
came over and we consolidated
into a fairly strong position. And not
too soon. lor we had just completed
hen Fritz =ent over a hail of shrapnel,

igh explosive, and_ big bombs, which
did little damage. My arm grew numb
and useless at about midnight, so 1
made back for the dressing station and
got back safely. Then my foot -
came too -pamnful to- walk q]r_u and I've
been carried sinee then, is no

ity for me to enl

most c : ng
Skrs imaginable. ey worked their
e e guns until we were right upon
them when they jumped up and asked
for mercy. . If spied a wounded |
man trying to drag himself into a shell

ng,

The ncoise was pretty rmerve-sl
bt T had become weil accustomed to it
hawing been on guard for four days
aig:n:nn the midst of our batteries. The
trenches were avout L% yards
wi aid of a periscope
; see them) and the lines of barbed
wire which looked “formidable. Ow
artillery was shelling “beans” into Fritz
anu we were given the tip that we had
to hop over the parapet as soon as ther
defénces were smashed up. On the 19th
all was veady and we for the
charge. We hopped over at 6 pm. I
was in the second wave and we got a
taste of “‘fair dinkum’” war. Although
it was our first action, not ome of our
boye flinched but wont over the parapet
ully as jo a picnic. The ground

Ge
themn, Their machine gupners continued
to olug at us until we were about ten
vards off when thev hopped up ecryinz
Kamerad."” got it and
didn't. We bayoneted some and
ing shot at one as he bolted.

like bayonets,

We got over into their third line of
defence which consisted of 8 littie trench
about four feet wide and three deep,

We at once set to . to put up some
of a parapet but it Was rather heart-
breaking_ for we only i tvo sand-

each and they wered't much S]m
ion against high explosive shells that

i

a machine gun on him.
asked one of our officers for a drink
it was

a lot of water to keep hi
The<e are just a few incidents.
of them are brave. . Our bovs
were pretty hard hif, but we have the
satisfaction of knowing we dislodged
them fram a position they have held
immowably for 12 months. T had a
letter from wou the day before I went
in. Tt was jolly cheery, #no. fellow
doesn’t feal too game when he knows
what he is going into. It’s all yub-
bish about going mad and seeing red.
I was a wee bit hysterical once when
a lad was killed ijust ahesd of me, but

senses
through. p i )
villinﬂl{l.vhen he's seen them smash up
one of his comrades.”

would shift a four foot depth of earth.

By November Ern had rejoined the 32nd Battalion in the field and in December 1916 was wounded for a second
time. This time he received a wound to the head and was evacuated to the 22nd General Hospital Carriers, France.
He was then repatriated to the Brook General War Hospital near London.

rd3 Oifice,
Victoria Barrscks,
WFLEQURNE. 3Td Jan., 1917.
Dear ladam, ,
now beg to advise you trat lo. 1518 Sergeant ¥.H.Jonncock,

32nd Fattalion, has been reported wounded, 2nd occasion,

the nature of which and the name of the hospital to whish re mas

veen admitted are not at present known here, but on receipt of

later information you will be promptly notified. It is rot

stated as being serious and in the absence of further repcrts it

i3 to be assumed that all wounded are progressing satisfactorily.
It should be clearly understood that if no further advice

ia received this Department has no later informaticn to give.
Letters should be addressed as under:-

w\ou’m)m Regimental Number, Rank and Name,

t,
Australian Imperial Force,
C/o A. I, F. Headquarters,
130 Hordeferry Road,
Westminater, LUIDOY. 8.7,

The word WOUNDFD must be written prominently in red ink.
Yours faithfully,
J. X. LFAY.

¥. Johncecck,
PALHEANNAH,

¥rs.
S.A.
Major,

Officer i/o Base Records.




By April 1917, after four months recovering, Ern rejoined the 32nd Battalion and was back in France. A month later
in May 1917 he was transferred back to England to attend Officer Training School at Pembroke College, Cambridge.
The high number of officer casualties at the front lines had required a continual influx of replacements and
Cambridge University was the location one of the foremost British Officer Training Schools. By November 1917 he
had completed his training and qualified for a Commission.

L AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. \ 7
e \ /
W
Base Wecords Office,
DMH VICTORIA BARRACKS,
Melbourne, 14th February, 1919.
Dear Madam,
I forward herewith form of Comaisaion issued by the British War Office
covering the appointment of your 89%s Lieutenant E.H.Johncock, 32nd
Battalion,

as a temporary 2nd Lisatenant in the Regular Forces of the

igish A tenti sainst the time of his return from active serviceini8 refers
t‘gn{zlil‘ }T'x";'tﬁgpgo l;:'t:r'tl\'eg‘l to éo.xmira;on, and not to his present rank.

Will you kindly let me know whether same comes safely to hand by signing and
returning the attached receipt form.
o Mo noook X
lxsu"ﬂi::‘go 8 Yours faithfully, T “f
»
S.A. J. M. LEAN,
Major,
Quezn Officer i/c Base Records.

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922)

Mon 7 Jan 1918

ON ACTIVE SERVICE.

Sergeant E. H. JOHNCOCK, son of Mr. and
Mm. J. A. Johocock, Balhannah, has received
his commission after studying at Queen’s ' Col-
lege, Cambridge. Lieutenant Johncock has seen
over two years of active service in Egypt and
France. He left South Australia with the arig-
inal 3nd Battadion.

Returning to France at the northern port of Havre later that month, Ern was back in the field again and soon assigned
to a small arms training camp (Lewis Gun). Soon after he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant and in June 1918
was seconded to the 8th Brigade as a Bombing Officer on the front lines. In September he returned to the UK on
leave and on returning to France in October rejoined the 32nd Battalion.

After the Armistice he remained in France until January 1919 and then on to England to await his return to Australia.
He boarded the troop carrier HMAT (A68) Anchises at the port of Devonport, England on the 8th of February for the
long two-month journey home. He arrived back at Port Adelaide and disembarked on the 10th April 1919 and was
discharged on the 5th June 1919.

A AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL




Adelaide University Enroliment and Football (Adelaide University Football Club)

Almost immediately on his return in 1919, Ern enrolled at the University Teachers' Training College and also enrolled
for subjects in the Arts Faculty at the University of Adelaide. He gained a Division 1 Pass in Education and Division 2
Pass in 1st year Science. He also gained a Teachers' Primary Certificate in the Art Examination conducted by the
Education Department.

By July Ern was back playing football, this time with the Adelaide University team and the following month travelled
with the team to Melbourne for the resumption of the Intervarsity contests after a 5-year lapse. In September the
University team lost to Semaphore Central in the Grand Final.

TEAM,
ANTERSTATE
MELBOURNE V. ADELAIDED

\V.EDNEHD‘\Y, AUGUST 0, The Australasian (Melbourne, Vic. - 1864 -

1946) Sat 30 Aug 1919 Page 63

1919 AUFC IV Team - Ern Johncock is first on the left - standing

From 1920 until 1923 Ern completed subjects for his Bachelor of Arts degree in a part time capacity while also
teaching at Adelaide High School. In 1922 he was also assisting with the school Cadet Corps. Continued playing
football for the Blacks, he was consistently one of their best players and in 1920 was awarded an Adelaide University
Sports Blue.

1920 INTER-VARSITY TEAM

BACK ROW: A.F. H
MIDDLE ROW: E.H. Johncock, W.

FRONT ROW: E.J.K. Harbison, E.J. Swann, H.G. Prest, C.E. Willing, J. Ashton.

obbs, F.B. Leditschke, T. Finey, GM Hone, A.B. Jones, 1.C. Barton, F.H. Fischer.
Symonds, D.J.R. Sumner (Vice-Captain), A.H. White (Captain), T.W. Tassie, G.H. Jeffrey, R.O. Fox.




In August 1922 he was a member of the victorious Adelaide University team which defeated Melbourne at the
Adelaide University Oval.

1922 INTER-VARSITY WINNERS

BACK ROW: ].E. Ashton, O.L. Zeigler, F.H. Fischer, W. Hutton (Coach), C.K. Hoskard, A.S. de B. Cocks, H.L. Davie.
MIDDLE ROW: W.M.C. Symonds, R.O. Fox, 'I'.D_. Finey (Vice-Captain), H.G. Pm;t (Captain), G.M. Hone, D.J.R. éumner, E.H. Johncock
FRONT ROW: G.A. Cain, S.J. Scoble, D. le R. Boucaut, J.F. Koerner, N.S. Gunning.




His final match for Adelaide University was in September 1922 when the Blacks defeated rivals Semaphore Central in
the A1 Amateur League Grand Final.

The Premiership match against Semaphore Central was
very close with *Varsity winning by eleven points, 9.9 to 8.4. Best
players in this game were W.M.C. Symonds, A.S. de B, Cocks,
H.G. Prest, D.J.R. Sumner, C.K. Haskard, T.D. Finey and
E.H. Johncock, with goals being scored by D.J.R. Sumner, N.S.
Gunning, W.M.C. Symonds, C. Koerner and Hone. It was
noted in the Adelaide University Magazine that this match was
poorly patronised by the students in gencral,

H.G. Prest had an outstanding scason and won the Naylor
Medal which was awarded to the fairest and best player in
Amateur League. Other players who performed consistently
well were H.L. Davie, D.J.R. Sumner, W.M.C, Symonds, C.E.
Willing, G.M. Hone, T.D. Finey and A.S. de B. Cocks, with the

most prolific goal scorer being D.J.R. Sumner.
—

Marriage and Family Loss

Ern married Lorna Maud Bertram (1896 - 1973) in May 1920 at St. Columbas Church, Hawthorn, SA. Shortly after this
joyous occasion, the family however, was saddened when his sister Edith passed away at Yorktown, SA. As an older
sister (and a teacher), Ern was the very special youngest baby in the family. Shortly after Ern enlisted and had
embarked for overseas service in WW1, she had given birth to a boy in December 1915 and named him Ernest John
(1915 - 2000). He was no doubt named after her youngest brother.

Rising in the Teaching Profession

In 1923 at 28 years of age, it appears Ern did not play football at all. Married life, teaching and university studies to
complete his arts degree part time, were dominating his life. In December that year, Ernest Harry Johncock was
presented with his B.A. Degree at the University of Adelaide Commemoration Ceremony. Also, the same month he
received notice that he was to be appointed as a Senior Master at Unley High School for 1924.

Ern remained at Unley High School as a Senior Master and Sports Master until the end of 1926. While there, he had
continued his studies and in 1924 had completed the requirements and received his Master of Arts Degree. It was
back to his old school in 1927 after being appointed to Adelaide High School as a Senior Master. He completed his
Diploma in Education (Dip. Ed.) at the University of Adelaide in 1929. In addition to his teaching and studies, he was
very much involved in the extracurricular activities which Adelaide High School paid great importance to. Their
motto "Non scholae sed vitae" — “Not only for school, but for life” - is indicative of their aim to produce well rounded
scholars and future leaders. Ern during his 5 years there, at various times was Sports Master, coached the football
team and was rowing coach (he had rowed for Adelaide University before the War). He also regularly donned the old
football boots and played for the past scholars against the present students in the annual football match.

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929)
Thu 12 Jul 1928

Football
Several well-known football players, in- |
cluding W. Symonds ( Norwood ';»n "r'mtl:,
und K. Juckeon, played for the old boys, |
and that wmide bad the advantage !hrou:h-l

out the game. teams were:—
Present. —G. Phillips (captaini, F. Gale |
\vice-captain), F. Errey, N. Cromer, M. |
Lane, C. Jones. G. Downs, F, Weleh, D. |
Henwood, D. Forder, W. Melbourne, R.|
Brechin, B. McGuffie, G.  Young, G
Rowell, T. Wright, B. Stafford, and A.
Cranston !
Past.—C. Gregory (captain, W. Sy.|
monds, K. Jackson, A. Vawden, . H_ |
Johneock, H. K. Rabone, A. Smith, W,
Marder, E. Frich, Severn, E. Moore, T.|
Phrilis, G. Hutchinson, R. Neill,” G.|
Fuller, E. Rudd, O. Koch, and T. Ryan
In the first quarter the play was fairly ‘I
even, withough the old scholars secured a
substantial lead with 55 to 22,  The pre-
sent boys fougbt bard sn the second term.
and put on 18 to their opponents’ six
Funll. and the half-time scores were: —
ast, 5.11; Present, 38, Aiter the in-
terval, the old students played with more
combination, and wscored three goals
quickly, before the heavy rain made the
ground slippery and spoilt the play. The
third quarter scores were —8.14 to 3.10.
| Both sides put on four goals during the
;‘l’.:‘l) term, the final scores being 12.15 to
| L
| The best players were: —Past—Symonds,
‘Jackmn. Rabone, Marder, and Johneock
| Present—Gale, Cromer. FErrey, Breckin,
| and McGuffie  Goalkiokers: —Past— Mar-
der and Jacksom (3), Neill (2), Sy-
;nr-nrh. Gregory, Fuller, and Koech (cach
| 1).




In 1926 his mother and father celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary

"A DIAMOND WEDDING. Mr. and Mrs. John A. Johncock, who recently celebrated the 60*" anniversary of their
wedding, have resided at Balhannah during their married life. Mr. Johncock arrived from England in the Norman on
March 5, 1855. He was born at Sandgate, England, and on October 3, 1866 was married to Miss Martha Fuller at the
residence of Mrs. Knight, Langhorne’s Creek by the Rev. Henry Howitt. Mr. and Mrs. Johncock both enjoy fair
health. They have eight sons and daughters, namely Messrs. Charles F. Johncock of Clare, William G. Johncock of
Narridy, John A. Johncock of Netherton, James P. Johncock of Balhannah, George J. Johncock of Balhannah, Allan S.
Johncock of Barmera, Mrs. A. Hennington of Dalebank, and Mr. E.H. Johncock of Clarence Park. There are 25
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. Two sons and two grandsons saw active service at the war.”

The Advertiser Adelaide, Tuesday 16 November 1926"

Me. Jn N, 2 sk Mro. Jubin A Jobucmh

Ern’s father John Austin Johncock passed away in 1930, however his mother lived a further 12 years passing away in
1942. In 1933 she and some other local Balhannah residents had documented the history of the area in interviews

with the Adelaide Chronicle Newspaper in September 1933.

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA - 1895 - 1954) Thu 5 Oct 1933
THE STORY OF BALHANNAH

-

The Mount Barker Courier and Onkaparinga

and Gumeracha Advertiser (SA : 1880 - 1954) / Thu 16 Apr 1942

OBITUARY

Mrs. M. Johncock.—At Balhannah, on
Friday last, the death occurred of Mrs,
M. Johncock, widow of Mr. J, A. John-
cock, for many vears a resident of Bal-
hannah. The late lady was an Inspira-
e tion to all who had the privilege of

THOSE WHO TOLD THE TALE knowing her. Four sons acted as bear-

These four ol residents of Balhannah—Mesdames A. Tidemaan and J. o’ ;
Thes hoT 038 1 e Counilior B, & Bpcehr—tatd the socy of ers, this being the mother’'s “\\Ish. 'I'h(:
rarly Balbannah, which was published in “The Chrenicle” last week. They funeral service, held In St. Thomas
church, was ldrgely attended.  The bur-

have spent their lives In the Mry, was
with s founder, ibe picluresque James Turnbull Thomsen,
ial took place in the church cemetery.




In 1932, Ern received a promotion to Headmaster at Murray Bridge High School where he had previously been in
1914. Remarkably by now there were four members of the family who were headmasters in Education Department
Schools. They were oldest brother Charles and his nephews John and Percy in addition to himself. Ern's stay at
Murray Bridge was short lived when in 1933 a vacancy occurred in the Education Department for an Inspector of
Schools (Northern District) and he was appointed. He took over from Mr. Dinning who then replaced him at Murray
Bridge High School. In 1949, Dinning would become Headmaster at Adelaide High School. The Director of Education
at the time of Johncock's promotion was Mr W J Adey who had been headmaster at Adelaide High School when Ern
had been a pupil teacher before the War and then a teacher there after the War.

|
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BOOLEROO CENTRE |
NEWS

Back To School.

Teachers of all primary schools
of the State Education Depart-
ment will resume duties after the
Christmas vacation on Iuesday
next, when all pupils will be ex-
pected to be present. Several
changes in district staff appoint-
ments have been made in North-
ern schools. Inspector Dinning,
who was appointed inspector of
the Northern District in July, has
resigned from the inspectorial
staffi and will be succeeded by

Bchool of Method.

At a school of method held at
DBooleroo Centre recently Inspec
tor E. Johncock M.A. Department
of Education arrunged a wost in-
teresting and instructive pro-
gramme. Oustanding items in
the programme were Aims of Edu.
cation by the District 1nspector,
Observation of Classwork at Ar-
wakurre Behool in charge of Mr.
J. Myatt, Observation of Class
work at Yundiah School iu charge
of Mr. ). Rtirling, Blackboard
Rketching by Mr. Stirling, Draw
ing by District Inspector, Geog-

#ruphy by Mr, lHausler, Observa-
tion of Clisswork at Boolerco
Centre ®chool (Mr. Muorks und
Misg  Colex), Physkeal Training
( My, Tuckerr Mannal Work  Mr.
Torner), Use of Olmwema in
Schouls (Mr, R, Edwards, Compo-

Mr. Johncock, forme_rly hgad
teacher of Murray ‘Bndge'ngh
School. Mr. Dinning, prior to
being promoted to inspectorial
staff, was head teacher of the
Kadina High School, has accept- & R
ed the position ol head teacher ;mll'lo !;'r‘nll::::.l.\xlrl.":"::}luf;.:'»,l;?«ﬁ‘{
of Murray Bridge High School. vy (District  luspector),  Mr.
Mr. Reg Cole, B.A., an ex-Laura- SapNDUE, wag (1S Tiiident of &
. -~ . 'ry .
ite, son of Mr. W _]J. C. Cole, is e Teaa how! peimitel: by
head teacher of Kadina High advantages placed st the disposal
Al
School, of the teachers due to the school
?.‘-1 cl:-elthod organised by tbe Dis
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School Inspectors Meet in Annual Conference Today
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HE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF SCHOOL INSPECTORS to give consideration to the corriculum and syllabos for the ensuing yoar was held at
he Education Depariment today. Back Row (left to right)—DMiss A. L. Miethke, Messrs, W. V., Leach, E. H. Johncock, L. G. W. Caust, P. J. Rofe,
. ¥. Daly, G. S. McDoxnald, J. H. Williams, M. J. Gerlach, Dr. A. J. Schulx, Messrs, H, E. Flint, L. H, Jefferies, F. J. Gartrell, Sitiing (left to right)—
ses E. M. Simpson, E. Campbell, Dr, C. Davey, Messrs, E. C. Higginbottom, W. T. Mzrtin, E. Allen, A, G. Edquist, W. J, Adey (Director of Educa-

‘ tion), A. W. Piit, Dr. C. Fermer, and Mr. H. 0. Hosking. g

-




1935 Ern Johncock (Standing 3™ from left)

Messrs, M Daly, HUE Fline, L. G W, Cou
Shaw, A. W, Pite H. C, Hosking |1 Qe
3 Supetintuedant af Prirary Educatior and -k
randory Educotior seated —Mewr 535 MaDone
L. Misthke, M L H Jelteries, Mias £ E Simpsen, Mr, §

Superintendent of Technicol Educaton), ond Mt
Diroctar af Education

1938 Ern Johncock (Standing 5th from left)

Ern was a very well respected and hardworking Inspector of Schools constantly travelling to the mid and upper
northern areas of the State from their home in Clarence Park. In 1939 he and Lorna are recorded as then living at
Quorn, north of Port Augusta where they remained until shortly before Ern's untimely ill-health when they moved

back to Adelaide.

Quorn Mercury (SA : 1895 - 1954)
Fri 29 Oct 1943
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\Valedictory

MR & MRS. E, H, JOHNCOCK

Quorn is losing many valuable
residents of late, not the least of
whom are Mr and Mrs E. H, John-
cock, who last week departed for
the city. Mr Johncock has for the
past seven years occupied the pos-
ition of Inspector of Schools in the
Northern District. in the course of
his duties he made a host of friends
from Tarcoola to Alice Springs. and
teachers and pupils, particularly in
the isolated outback schools, are
lamenting the loss of a valued
friend and mentor. Mr Johncock
fully understood the peculiar prob-
lems of outback education und his
welcome cheery presence Wwill be
mlssegi in many out-of-the-way cor-
ners in the north. For the past year
he has suffered {ll-health, and as
was feared, he has been compelled
to relinquish the arduous responsi-
|bilities of his vast inspectorate and
undertake lighter duties. During their
residence, Mr and Mrs Johncock
were valued citizens of Quorn, taking
an active part in social and sporting
matters, while Mr Johncock (who
held commissioned rank in the last
war) was a member of the RSL.
and also did valuable work for the
Schools’ Exhibition prior to its clos-
ing down owing to the war. Mrs
Johncock was an active member of
local patriotie societies and the Hos-
pital Auxiliary.

Ern and his wife had been a well-respected member of the local community. Sadly, his death at only 48 years of age
occurred on the 26th November 1943. He was survived by Lorna who died in 1973. They had no children.
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JOHNCOCK. —On November 26, at &4
Denning street, Hawthorn, Ernest Harry
(late lnspector of schools and 3ind Bat
Ist A.IF.), very dear husband of Lorna
|Aged 48 years




Passing of Mr. E. H. Johncock

FAR NORTHERN INSPECTOR OF 8CHOOLS
FOR 11 YEARS.

Mr. Ernest HBarry Johonoook, who died in the
city on Fridey Iast at the age of 48, will be
wourned by a wide circle of friends throughout
the ftate Always cheerful, ocourteous snd help
ful, bis was » personality whose charm of man-
ner brought brightness snd encoursgement to
toacher, (riend and scholar, Illness compelled his
departure from the North a short time ago, and
hopes were cherished that an improvement in —————————————————
Py icariioiourabed [ll The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA © 1931 -1954) | Mon 29 Nov 1943
Iospectorate, Tha late Mr, Johooook joined the
Eduoation Department as & junior teacher at the
age of 17. He enlisted fer service in the Great
War, where he served with distinotion, and on his
roturn he entered the Teachers' College, and then
the Adelaide University, where he graduated M.A.
He was a senior master at the Adelaide High
8chool sod beadmaster at the Murray Bridge
Bigh Bchool. He was firs appointed inspestor in
the Far North in 1988, and mwade Quorn his head-
quarters. In the limited time at bis disposal Mr.
Johpooek took sp interest in local affairs He
had a deep sffestion for the bask country, i s peo-
ple and ita sosnery, and hed an abiding interest in
its wellsare Hels lnrviud bv & widow, 0 whom ST
::::muthy of all is extended in her bersave the Par n llﬂm.

Quorn Mercury (SA : 1895 - 1954) | Fri3 Dec 1943 |
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