
 

 
 

Lt-Col. Lewis Wibmer Jeffries 
OBE, DSO, MiD 

 

 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club: 1906 

Sports Awards: Blue (Lacrosse 1908) 

Degree: MB BS (1907) 



 

 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Lewis Wibmer 

Jeffries.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

  



 

The AIF Project 
 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=153090 
 

 

Lewis Wibmer JEFFRIES 
 

Date of birth 4 September 1884 

Place of birth Derby England 

Religion Methodist 

Occupation Medical practitioner 

Address Defence Terrace, North Adelaide, South Australia 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 30 

Next of kin Father, Rev William Jeffires, Defence Terrace, North Adelaide, South 

Australia 

Enlistment date 2 October 1914 

Rank on enlistment Captain 

Unit name Field Ambulance 4, Section B 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 26/47/1 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board TRANSPORT A35 

Berrima on 22 December 1914 

Rank from Nominal Roll Lieutenant-Colonel 

Unit from Nominal Roll Australian Army Medical Corps 

Promotions Captain 
Unit: MED Fld Amb 
Promotion date: 2 October 1914  
Temporary MAJ 
Unit: MED Fld Amb 4 

Promotion date: 8 June 1916  

Recommendations (Medals and Awards) Mention in Despatches 
Awarded, and promulgated, 'London Gazette', second Supplement, No. 

29890 (2 January 1917); 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 103 (29 June 1917). 

 
Mention in Despatches 
Awarded, and promulgated, 'London Gazette', second Supplement, No. 
30107 (1 June 1917); 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 169 (4 October 1917). 

Fate Effective abroad (still overseas)  

Medals OBE 
Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 113 

Date: 6 October 1919  

 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=153090


 

Service Record 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=7372302 

 

  

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=7372302


 

RSL Virtual War Memorial 
 
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/274482 
 

Dr. Lewis Wibmer JEFFRIES OBE, DSO, MiD 
 

Service Number: Officer 

Enlisted: 22 October 1914, Adelaide, South Australia  

Last Rank: Lieutenant Colonel 

Last Unit: 4th Field Ambulance  

Born: Derby, England, 9 August 1884 

Home Town: Adelaide, Adelaide, South Australia 

Schooling: Prince Alfred College & University of Adelaide 

Occupation: Medical Practitioner 

Died: Natural causes, Adelaide, South Australia, 6 October 1971, aged 87 years 

Cemetery: Centennial Park Cemetery, South Australia 

Memorials: University of Adelaide WW1 Honour Roll Mitchell Bldg* 

 
World War 1 Service 
22 Oct 1914: Enlisted AIF WW1, Adelaide, South Australia   

22 Dec 1914: 
Involvement AIF WW1, Captain, SN Officer, 4th Field Ambulance, 

Enlistment/Embarkation WW1  
 

22 Dec 1914: Embarked AIF WW1, Captain, 4th Field Ambulance, HMAT Berrima, Melbourne   

28 Apr 1916: Transferred AIF WW1, Captain, 50th Infantry Battalion   

 
 
 
 

  

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/274482


 

Biography - (Blood Sweat and Fears) 
 
Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who Served in World War 1, 

C Verco, A Summers, T Swain & M Jelly. July 1914 

 

 
 



 

Biography - (Australian Dictionary of Biography) 
 
Australian Dictionary of Biography  
 

Lewis Wibmer Jeffries 
by C. M. Gurner 

 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/jeffries-lewis-wibmer-6833 

 
Lewis Wibmer Jeffries (1884-1971), medical practitioner and soldier, was born on 9 August 1884 at Derby, England, 
son of William Jeffries, Wesleyan minister, and his wife Mercy, née Wibmer. After his family migrated to Australia he 
attended schools at Toowoomba, Queensland, and Broken Hill, New South Wales, completing his education at Prince 
Alfred College, Adelaide (1900-02), and the University of Adelaide (M.B., B.S., 1907). While at university he was 
awarded a blue for lacrosse and represented South Australia. 
 
After graduation Jeffries assisted Dr Arthur Powell at Kadina, then worked at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, 
United States of America, with the great Harvey Cushing, 'doing faithful work, particularly in surgical pathology'. A 
period at the Children's Hospital, Great Ormond Street, London, was followed by study at Breslau, Germany, then a 
year in Kashmir at a Church Missionary Society hospital, carrying out any and every form of surgery. In 1912 he 
resumed at Great Ormond Street until his return to Australia in 1914. At this time the famous surgeon, Lockhart 
Mummery, wrote of him 'I have been very much impressed by Mr Jeffries' ability … He is tactful, courteous and 
considerate for his patients, and as a surgical colleague is all that can be desired'. 
 
Jeffries enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force as a captain in the Australian Army Medical Corps on 2 October 
1914, embarking with the 4th Field Ambulance. He was involved in operations in Egypt before and after Gallipoli, 
where he served from April to December 1915, and was slightly wounded on 9 May. In May 1916, in France, he was 
appointed medical officer to the 50th Battalion and was awarded the Distinguished Service Order for tending the 
wounded and reorganizing stretcher-bearers in the front line at great personal risk. When only a few bearers were 
left he carried back wounded under heavy fire. He was promoted major in November, was transferred briefly to the 
12th Field Ambulance and from December 1916 to January 1918 was deputy assistant director of medical services, 
4th Australian Division. He was then appointed assistant director of medical services at A.I.F. Headquarters, London, 
where he was responsible for medical arrangements for transport and hospitalization of wounded. Promoted 
lieutenant-colonel in November 1918, he was twice mentioned in dispatches for his service in France and Belgium 
and in 1919 was appointed O.B.E. His A.I.F. appointment ended in July 1920. 
 
On his return to South Australia Jeffries joined the Citizen Military Forces, filling several important service 
appointments. He was placed on the reserve of officers in 1939 and the retired list in 1944, but in 1951 returned to 
full-time duty as officer commanding a camp hospital during national service. In 1920-32 he was successively in 
partnership with Dean Dawson, Charles Turner and Charles Yeatman, outstanding Adelaide general practitioners, 
doing most of his own surgery and delivering up to 200 babies annually, most in homes. He was a senior vice-
president of Legacy, active in the St John Ambulance Brigade, and a member of several Adelaide clubs. There is 
constant evidence throughout of a good doctor, a capable administrator, and a man loved by his patients and 
respected by his colleagues, medical and military. 
 

In 1933 Jeffries was appointed inspector-general of hospitals in South Australia, a position held until 1947, which 

also entailed chairmanship of the Royal Adelaide Hospital Board and membership of the State Medical Board and of 

the faculty of medicine, University of Adelaide. This was probably the most difficult period of his life, divorcing him 

from direct patient care and including the Depression, wartime and early post-war years with their problems of 

shortages of doctors, nurses and hospital equipment. He returned to clinical practice, performing relieving work in 

country areas, including the Woomera and Maralinga Weapon Ranges and for the army, as well as acting as medical 

officer to the Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service until his death. 

The biographer remembers him as a big, slow-moving gentleman, with very kind eyes. He was officially a Methodist, 
but his family say he was an atheist. On 20 December 1917 in St George's Church, Bloomsbury, London, he had 
married Shirley Frances Singleton, born in South Africa. They had three sons who served in World War II in different 
services, the eldest, John Singleton Jeffries, being an outstanding army field medical officer. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/jeffries-lewis-wibmer-6833


 

 
Lew Jeffries's youngest brother, Shirley Williams, was a South Australian attorney-general and minister for education 
and was knighted. The eldest of his three sisters, Elsie, was decorated for her Army nursing service in France. 
Survived by his sons, Jeffries died in the Royal Adelaide Hospital on 6 October 1971 and his ashes lie in Centennial 
Park cemetery. 

  
Biography - (Encyclopaedia of Australian Science) 
 
http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P001091b.htm 
 

Jeffries, Lewis Wibmer (1884 - 1971)  
 

Born 

9 August 1884 

Derby, England 

 

Died 

6 October 1971 

Adelaide, South Australia, Australia 

 

Occupation 

Physician, Surgeon and Military doctor 

 
Summary 
Lewis Wibmer Jeffries was a leading Adelaide general practitioner and decorated war-time surgeon. Serving in the 
Australian Imperial Force from 1914 to 1920, Jefferies worked in France, Egypt, Gallipoli and London. From 1933-47 
he was appointed Inspector General of hospitals in South Australia, which included chairmanship of the Royal 
Adelaide Hospital Board. Jeffries was acting medical officer for the Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service until his 
death in 1971. 
 
Details 
Jeffries graduated from Medicine at the University of Adelaide in 1907. He spent the next 6- 7 years working at 
various hospitals around the world including Kadina, South Australia; Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, United 
States of America; Children's Hospital, London, United Kingdom; and the Church Missionary Society Hospital, 
Kashmir. When war broke out in 1914 Jeffries promptly joined the Australian Imperial Force where he served for 6 
years. This culminated in Jeffries being appointed lieutenant-colonel and assistant Director of medical services 
Australian Imperial Force Headquarters, London c1918-1920. Upon his return to Adelaide in 1920, Jeffries went back 
to general practice and held many prestigious positions, including Inspector General of hospitals in South Australia 
(1933-47). 1951 saw Jeffries return to the armed forces as camp hospital commander (1951-c1953). Jeffries once 
again returned to Adelaide where he died in 1971. 
 
Events 
1900 - 1902 

Education - Studied at Prince Alfred College. Location: Adelaide, South Australia 

1903 - 1907 

Education - Bachelor of Medicine (MB) and Bachelor of Surgery (BS) completed at the University of Adelaide. 

Location: Adelaide, South Australia 

1914 - 1915 

Career position - Captain in the Australian Army Medical Corps 

1914 - 1920 

Career position - Military service with the Australian Imperial Force 

1916 

Award - Distinguished Service Order (DSO) received 

http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P001091b.htm


 

December 1916 - January 1918 

Career position - Major with the 12th Field Ambulance 

20 December 1917 

Life event - Married Shirley Frances Singleton. Location: St George's Church, Bloomsbury, London 

1918? - 1920? 

Career position - Leutenant-Colonel and Assistant Director of Medical Services at the Australian Imperial Force 

Headquarters in London 

1919 

Award - Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) 

1920 - 1932 

Career position - General Practitioner. Location: South Australia 

1933 - 1947 

Career position - Inspector General of Hospitals in South Australia and Chair of the Royal Adelaide Hospital Board. 

Location: South Australia 

1950? - 1971 

Medical Officer for the Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service. Location: South Australia 

1951 - 1953? 

Career position - Commander at the army camp hospital. Location: Korea? 

 
 

Archival resources 
Australian War Memorial Research Centre 

Lewis Wibmer Jeffries - Records; Australian War Memorial Research Centre.  
Private hands (Jeffries, J.S.) 

Lewis Wibmer Jeffries - Records, 1884 - 1971; Private hands (Jeffries, J.S.).  
 
Published resources 
Book Sections 

Gurner, C. M., 'Jeffries, Lewis Wibmer (1884-1971), Medical Practitioner and Soldier', in Bede Nairn and Geoffrey 
Serle (eds), Australian Dictionary of Biography, vol. 9, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne, 1983, pp. 475-476. 
Also available at http://www.adb.online.anu.edu.au/biogs/A090467b.htm.  
Online Resources 

'Jeffries, Lewis Wibmer (1884-1971)', Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009, http://nla.gov.au/nla.party-1467737.  
 
McCarthy, G.J. 
Created: 20 October 1993, Last modified: 4 February 2010 
  

http://www.adb.online.anu.edu.au/biogs/A090467b.htm
http://nla.gov.au/nla.party-1467737


 

Additional Biographical Details 
 
Schooling 
Lewis completed his schooling at Prince Alfred College, Adelaide passing his Primary Examinations in 1900, Junior 
Examinations in 1901 and Senior Examinations in 1902.  
 

University 
Lewis commenced his medical studies at Adelaide University in 1903 and gained his MB BS in 1907. 
 

 
 

 
University Sport 
 
 

Athletics 
Lewis competed in the 1905 Adelaide University Sports winning the 220 yards flat race. He also competed in the 
1907 Sports. 
 

Lawn Tennis 
In 1906 Lewis competed in the Adelaide University Lawn Tennis tournament.  
 

Football 
Lewis was listed as an emergency for a football match in the Adelaide And Suburban Competition in 1906. 
 



 

Lacrosse 
Lewis first appears in the papers playing Lacrosse for Adelaide University part way through the 1906 season. He also 
played for the PAC Old Scholars in a match against St Peters in August 1906. Lewis played Lacrosse for the University 
from 1906-1908 and represented Adelaide University in Inter Varsity matches against Melbourne in 1907 and 1908. 
He was awarded a Blue for Lacrosse in 1908. 
 

Inter Varsity Lacrosse 1907 

 
Back: G.A.Harvey, C.E.Dolling, L.W.Jeffries, D.R.W.Cowan, R.J.Rudall (mngr), D.M.Steele, H.K.Fry, O.M.Moulden, E.C.Black. 

Middle: C.Yeatman, L.O.Betts (vice capt), R.A.Goode (capt), S.J.K.McClennan, G.C.Campbell, E.A.H.Russell (sec). 
Front: R.J.Verco, M.Ericksen. 

Held in Melbourne, won by Adelaide 11-2 
 

Inter Varsity Lacrosse 1908 

 
Back: N.C.Shierlaw, R.J.Verco, D.R.W.Cowan, H.K.Fry, A.L.Pinch. 

Middle: G.C.Campbell, L.O.Betts (vice capt), R.A.Goode (capt), E.A.H.Russell (sec), D.M.Steele. 
Front: L.W.Jeffries, J.Larner (ref), M.Erichsen. 

Held in Adelaide, won by Adelaide 8-1 



 

WWI 
Lewis’ WWI story is well documented in the biographies above. 
 
On 20th December 1917, Lewis married Shirley Frances Singleton. 

 
1917 – Marriage Registration 

 

 
 
Newspaper Articles 

The following newspaper articles provide further information and pictures relating to Lewis’ life and 
career. 
 

      
 



 

 
1936 

 

 



 

1936 

 

 

1936 - Dr L.W. Jeffries – Fifth from Left 

 

 

1939 

 

Dr L.W. Jeffries – Front Row – Far Right 

 

 

  



 

1940 

 

Dr L.W. Jeffries – Front Row – Fourth from Left 

1948 

 

1948 - Dr L.W. Jeffries – Front Row – Far Left 



 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 memorial Committee 

 

Sources 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged –Lewis Wibmer Jeffries) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who Served in World War 1, 

C Verco, A Summers, T Swain & M Jelly. July 1914 

Australian Dictionary of Biography  
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/jeffries-lewis-wibmer-6833 
Encyclopaedia of Australian Science http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P001091b.htm 
University of Adelaide Digital Library https://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/dspace/  
http://hdl.handle.net/2440/61441 & http://hdl.handle.net/2440/61438 & 

http://hdl.handle.net/2440/27201 
Ancestry - ancestry.com.au 
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