
 

 
Cpl. William Robert Hunt 

 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

 

Cricket Club - 1913/14 - 1914/15 (B Grade) 

Degree LLB (1919) 

  



 

 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of  William 

Robert Hunt. It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 



 

The AIF Project 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=147307 

 

William Robert HUNT 

Regimental number 2570 

Place of birth Mt Gambier South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Articled law clerk 

Address 14 Capper Street, Kent Town, Adelaide, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 24 

Next of kin Mother, Mrs Elizabeth Sarah Hunt, Kalangadoo, South East, South Australia 

Enlistment date 31 May 1915 

Rank on enlistment Private 

Unit name 12th Battalion, 8th Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll 

number 
23/29/2 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT Morea on 26 August 

1915 

Rank from Nominal Roll Private 

Unit from Nominal Roll 52nd Battalion 

Fate Returned to Australia 5 July 1916 

  

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=147307


 

Service Record 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=7023720 

 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=7023720


 

RSL Virtual War Memorial 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/322576 

HUNT, William Robert 

Service Number: 2570 

Last Rank: Corporal 

Last Unit: 52nd Infantry Battalion  

Occupation: Articled Law Clerk 

Memorials: Adelaide HB26 - Supreme Court***, University of Adelaide WW1 Honour Roll Mitchell Bldg* 

 

World War 1 Service 

26 Aug 1915: Involvement Private, SN 2570, 12th Infantry Battalion  

26 Aug 1915: Embarked Private, SN 2570, 12th Infantry Battalion, RMS Morea, 

Adelaide  

11 Nov 1918: Involvement Corporal, SN 2570, 52nd Infantry Battalion 

 

______________________________ 

 

Biography 

Early Life 

 

William Robert Hunt was born on the 11th July 1891 to Thomas Hunt and Elizabeth Sarah Davies at Mount Gambier, 

SA. The Hunt family were farmers near Kalangadoo (31 kms north of Mt Gambier in the South East of South 

Australia). 

 

Schooling 

 

In 1907 William attended the Mt Gambier Continuation School and passed his Primary Examinations in five subjects. 

In November 1907, when he was studying for his Junior Examinations he was awarded the Vansittard Scholarship to 

St. Peter’s College. He attended St Peter’s from 1908-1910, passing his Junior Examinations in 1909 and his Senior 

Examinations (Latin, Arithmetic and Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Physics and Inorganic Chemistry. He 

competed in the St Peter’s Sports in 1910 and was third in Senior Obstacle Race. He was a Cadet for four years. 

 

Adelaide University 

 

From 1911 to 1915 and 1917-1919 William studied Law at Adelaide University. He was an articled clerk to Mr Angus 

Parsons. He graduated LLB in 1918. 

 

 

University Sport 

 

William played cricket for the University in the 1913/14 and 1914/15 seasons in the B Grade Team. He was listed as a 

reserve for the A Grade team on one occasion. This was when some players were in army camp and it was possible 

that there could be problems with availability.  

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/322576


 

World War I 

 

William enlisted as a Private in the G Group Base Infantry on 31st May 1915, at that time he was an articled clerk and 

was described as 5’ 6½”, 141 lbs., with a fair complexion, blue eyes and light brown hair. He was among the nineteen 

AUCC players listed below, who were among the A and B Grade teams early volunteers to serve. 

 

In July 1915, prior to his departure overseas, William became engaged to Thelma McConville.  

 

William left Australia on the 26th August 1915, onboard the RMS Morea, and disembarked on the 11th December 

1915 at Mudros, a small Greek port on the Mediterranean island of Lemnos, before being transferred to Alexandrina, 

Egypt on 6th January 1916. On the 1st March 1916 William was transferred to the 52nd Battalion and he was promoted 

to Corporal on 14th April 1916.  

On the 13th May 1916 William had to have his appendix removed and was sent back to Australia. He was discharged 

16th August 1916 as medically unfit for duty. 

His name appears on the Mt Gambier District High School Roll of Honour. 



 

Family 

On 23rd October 1920, William Robert Hunt (aged 29) married Thelma Loretto McConville (age 26), the daughter of 

Henry James Mc Conville at Manresa House, Norwood. In 1922 William and Thelma had a daughter (Elizabeth) but 

sadly she died in June 1922. On the 28th September 1923, William and Thelma’s second daughter, Christobel 

Margaret was born. 

 

Career 

 

Murray Bridge 

Having passed his final exams, William was admitted to the Bar in April 1919. By August 1920, William had 

commenced to practice law at Murray Bridge and became involved in the Murray Bridge RSL. In June 1923, William 

moved his chambers to Seventh Street, Murray Bridge. By July 1925, William was on the Board of the Murray Bridge 

Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital. William practiced in Murray Bridge until April 1928 when he moved to set up practice in 

Mt Gambier.  

 

 

The photograph above was published in the Chronicle in August 1927. The author believes that W.R. Hunt is in the 

Second Row from the top, sixth from the left.  

An article published in The Mount Barker Courier and Onkaparinga and Gumeracha Advertiser on 27th April 1928 

(below) provides a summary of William’s life to that date. 

Mount Gambier 
 
From 1st October 1930 to 30th September 1937, W.R. Hunt was in partnership with J.H.H. Davison at Mt Gambier. 

When Davison retired William carried on the business under the name of Davison and Hunt until 8th August 1938 

when he was joined by K.A. Laught and the firm became known as Davison, Hunt and Laught. In April 1940 the firm 

moved to Bay Road, Mt Gambier 



 

 

 

In Mt Gambier, William played golf, bowls and bridge. He became involved in the Mount Gambier Tourist Promotion 

Association, was Arbiter of the South-Eastern Football Association, President of the Australian Natives’ Association 

and on the committee of the Mt Gambier Commercial Club. 

 

 
Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA : 1861 - 1954) 15 August 1935 



 

 

 
 

"Executive officers of the Mount Gambier Branch of the A.N.A." 

 Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA : 1861 - 1954) 17 October 1935 

 

 
Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954)4 March 1937: 36. Web. 30 Jun 2017 



 

World War II 

In August 1942 William and Thelma’s daughter Christobel joined the W.A.A.A.F., and in May 1943 she became 

engaged to Thomas Morey Yates, the son of Don Yates. 

 

Tragically, William’s wife Thelma died 2nd August 1943.  

 

On the 10th June 1944, William re-married, quietly at the St Peter’s Chapel; his bride was Mrs Jean Bradley of 

Western Australia. 

 

William was ill for a lengthy period in July 1945 but was well again by late August 1945 when he addressed the Civic 

Victory Parade in celebration of the end of WWII. In October William opened the Mil Lei Memorial Park, Mt Gambier, 

possibly the first memorial to honour those who served in WWII. 

 

 

Post WWII 

 

Mrs Jean Hunt was actively involved in the R.S.L. Auxiliary and became its President in 1951. William continued to be 

involved in all his previous activities including golf, the RSL, ANA and the Commercial Club.  

 

In July 1952 William suffered a heart attack however he was back representing people in the Courts in September 

1952. William was still appearing in court in December 1954, aged 63. (digitised newspapers for SA are not yet 

available beyond 31 December 1954). 

 

Death 

 

William Robert Hunt died on the 7th September 1958, aged 67,  and is buried at the Mount Gambier (Lake Terrace) 

Cemetery 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

Sources 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 
The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – William Robert Hunt) 
https://billiongraves.com/grave/William-Robert-Hunt/22092622#/ 

WWI - Photograph courtesy of “Kalangadoo Remembers” – Judy Savage 
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