
 

 
Major  

Ernest John Keith Harbison 
 

 
 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club: 1918-1921 
(Intervarsity 1919 & 1920) 

Cricket Club: 1921/22-1923/24 
(Intervarsity 1921-24) 

Other Sports: Lacrosse & Athletics 
Triple Blue:  Football (1919), Cricket (1924) & Lacrosse (1924) 

Medical Student: 1917 - 1924 
Degree Obtained: MB BS (1924) 

 



 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Ernest John Keith 
Harbison. It is compilation of information and photographs collected 

from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
  



 

Service Record 

RSL Virtual War Memorial 
HARBISON, Ernest John Keith 

Service Numbers: Officer, SX10937 

Enlisted: 11 September 1918  

Last Rank: Major 

Last Unit: Not yet discovered  

Born: Wallaroo, South Australia, 2 September 1898 

Home Town: Jamestown, Northern Areas, South Australia 

Schooling: Prince Alfred College, Adelaide University, South Australia 

Occupation: Doctor 

Died: Illness, Australia, 5 March 1945, aged 46 years 

Cemetery: 
Brisbane (Lutwyche) Cemetery 

Sec. 74. Grave 5.  

Memorials: Adelaide 2 WW II Wall of Remembrance*, Jamestown HB01 -WW II District Honour Roll* 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=4245454 

  

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/places/113
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/cemeteries/83
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/memorials/1014
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/memorials/1189
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=4245454


 

Biography 
 

 

“Blood, Sweat and Fears”, ISBN: 978-0-64692-750-3, Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South 

Australia who served in WW1 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 

Additional Biography  
 

Birth 

Ernest John Keith Harbison was born on the 2nd September 1898 to Dr William Henry L.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., and L.M., Edin. 
(1891) and Nellie Adelaide (nee Jordan) at Gladstone, SA.  He was one on five children – Mabel Mary (1897), Ernest 
John Keith (1898), Alan Thomas (1902), Jean Elsie (1904 and William Arthur (1907). 
 

 
FAMILY PHOTO OF DR. & MRS. HARBISON & CHILDREN.: Family photo of Dr. William Henry Harbison 

 & wife Nellie Adelaide nee Jordan and their children possibly Mabel, Ernest & Alan.  
(Taken from the book Carrieton in the Gum Creek Country by the Carrieton Centenary Book Committee) 

Schooling 

Ernest’s early schooling was at Wallaroo on Yorke Peninsula (where his father had a medical practice). In 1912 Ernest 

passed his primary Examinations in seven subjects and in 1913 he was Dux of the Wallaroo Mines District High 

School and passed his Junior Examinations in English, History, Latin, Arithmetic, Algebra and geometry. 

 

Ernest’s final three years at school were completed at Prince Alfred’s College where he passed Senior Public 

Examinations in 1914 and 1915 and his Higher Public Examinations in December 1916. 

For PAC he played Intercollegiate football in 1915 & 1916, Amateur League Football in 1916, Intercollegiate Cricket 

and SACA B Grade Cricket in 1916. In the 1916 PAC Sports he was second to Stanford Howard in the Senior High 

Jump. 

 
1916 PAC team – E.J.K. Harbison back row – far right 



 

University 

Ernest studied medicine at Adelaide University from 1917-1924. He graduated MS BS in November 1924. His 

brothers also graduated from Adelaide university, Alan (MB BS 1927) and William (BE 1938).  

 

University Sport 

Football 

Ernest played his first game for the Blacks in a patriotic match against the colleges in 1918. He then played in the 

1919 & 1920 A Grade teams and represented the University at the 1919 and 1920 Intervarsity matches. He was 

awarded a Blue for Football in 1919. 

 

 

1919 Intervarsity Football Team 
(Held in Melbourne - won by Melbourne) 

 
Ernest Harbison seated 3rd from left 



 

Cricket 

Ernest played cricket for the Blacks from 1921-1924. He represented the University in Intervarsity matches in 1921, 

1922, 1923 and 1924. He was awarded a Blue for Cricket in 1924. 
 

1921 Intervarsity Cricket Team  
(Held in Adelaide - won by Sydney) 

 

Back row:  J.Howlett (caretaker),  W.M.C.Symonds,  W.R.G.Colman,  L.T.Gun,  A.B.Barker,  R.T.Smith, E.J.K Harbison, J.C. Haines (scorer) 
Front row: J.F.Astley, L.V.Pellew (vice capt), G.E.Jose (capt), H.M.Fisher, T.D.Finey 

 

1922 Intervarsity Cricket Team 
(Held in Adelaide - won by Melbourne) 

 
Back row: R.T.Smith, A.B.Barker, J.C.Haines (scorer), E.J.K.Harbison, R.V.Pridmore. 

Front row: J.F.Astley, H.M.Fisher, H.G.Prest (vice capt), L.V.Pellew (capt), G.E.Jose, T.D.Finey, L.T.Gun. 



 

1923 Inter Varsity Cricket Team 
(Held in Melbourne - won by Melbourne) 

 
Back row: D.L.Boucaut, R.Krantz, L.T.Gun, T.D.Finey, E.J.K.Harbison, M.W.Bednall, S.Krantz. 

Front row: A.E.C.Treloar, G.R.Fuller, P.A.Ohlstrom(vice capt), H.G.Prest(capt), D.G.McKay, M.A.Blake. 

Lacrosse 

Ernest played Lacrosse for the Blacks in 1923 & 1924 (winning Premierships in A grade in both years) and 

represented the University at Intervarsity Lacrosse in both years. He was awarded a Blue for Lacrosse in1924. His 

brothers Alan Thomas (MB BS 1927) and William Arthur (BE 1938) gained their Lacrosse Blues in 1924 and 1930 

respectively. 

 
 

1923 Inter Varsity Lacrosse 
(Held in Melbourne - won by Adelaide 4-3) 

 
Back row: G.Schroeder, E.J.K.Harbison, C.J.Glover, B.S.Muecke, F.R.Wicks (emerg), J.S.Kessel, A.T.Harbison, W.Cole. 

Front row: G.H.Howard, H.M.Rees, D.A.Dowling (vice capt), J.R.Gordon (capt), B.G.Johnston (sec), L.B.Mathews, L.M.Formby. 



 

 

1924 Inter Varsity Lacrosse 

 
(Held in Adelaide - won by Melbourne 6-3) 

 
Back row: E.J.K.Harbison, A.T.Harbison, H.G.Prest, B.S.Muecke, M.S.Joyner, C.J.Glover, N.H.Munday. 

Front row: M.L.Formby, H.M.Rees (vice capt), J.R.Gordon (capt), B.G.Johnston, L.B.Mathews. 

 
 

Athletics 

 

Ernest competed in the University Sports for at least the period 1921-1924. He won the Pole Vault in 1921. The 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) described the event as follows: “One of the most delightful events was the pole 

vault, which was won by E. J. Harbison, one of the most graceful and artistic vaulters ever seen. His method is 

perfect, and he had no difficulty in winning by several inches with an 8 ft. 11 in. vault, which the athlete could have 

improved on considerably had he cared to go on.” In 1922 & 1923 he was Joint secretary of the Sports. He may have 

won the Pole Vault in 1922 although some papers gave the win to his brother Alan. In 1923, Ernest won the Pole 

Vault, his younger brother, Alan, coming third in the event. In 1924 he won the Field Games Cup and is pictured 

below winning the Pole Vault. He represented the University Team at the SA Amateur Athletics in 1921 winning the 

Football Kicking and coming Second in the Pole Vault; and in 1922 winning the Pole Vault. He represented SA in the 

Australasian Championships in December 1921 coming third in the Pole Vault. Ernest represented the University at 

the Intervarsity Sports in 1923. 

 



 

 

World War I 
Ernest enlisted on 11th September 1918 but was discharged just over a month later as hostilities had ceased.  
 

Between the Wars 
On the 1st July 1925 Ernest married Violet Mary Richards, the daughter of Albert Henry Richards at St John’s Church, 
Adelaide. Shortly after his marriage Ernest was appointed as Health Officer at Terowie in the mid north of SA. Ernest 
and Violet’s son John Henry was born on the 10th May 1926 at Wallaroo, followed by a second son Peter Alan on 4th 
January 1929 at Terowie. While practicing in Terowie, Ernest was actively involved in the community. He was an 
Official at the Terowie Railway Sports and Picnic, played cricket for ‘The Terries’ in the Golden Valley Cricket 
Association (Captain in 1928), President of the Terowie Golf Club and was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1930.  
 

In late 1930 the family moved from Terowie to Jamestown. Ernest’s activities in Jamestown included played golf, 

tennis and electric light lawn bowls, he was also on the Jamestown School Council and president of the Swimming 

Club. 

 

 Life for the Harbison family would change dramatically with the advent of hostilities in Europe in 1939. 

 

World War II Service 

Ernest was appointed an honorary captain in the AAMC Reserve of Officers in November 1939. In December 1939 he 

attended the wedding of his brother Bill’s wedding. In March 1940 both Ernest (SN - SX10937) and his brother Alan 

(SN - SX10304) were in camp.  

 

 

 

Ernest’s WWII records are not yet available digitally, but we know that he was playing cricket in Egypt in 1941. He 

served for two years in the Middle East then in New Guinea. On his return to Australia Ernest was based in military 

hospitals in Queensland. In late 1943 he was promoted to the rank of Major. Tragically on the 5th of March 1945, 

aged 46, Ernest died of illness and is buried in Brisbane.  

 



 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2243141/HARBISON,%20ERNEST%20JOHN%20KEITH 

Rank: Major 

Service No: SX10937 

Date of Death: 05/03/1945 

Age: 46 

Regiment/Service: Australian Army Medical Corps 

A.I.F. 4 Camp Hospital. 

Grave Reference: Sec. 74. Grave 5. 

Cemetery: BRISBANE (LUTWYCHE) CEMETERY 

Additional Information: 

Son of Dr. William Henry Harbison and Nellie Adelaide Harbison; husband of Violet Mary Harbison, of Toorak Gardens, South 

Australia. 

 

Ernest was remembered by the people of Jamestown and Wallaroo in the newspaper articles below.  

 

  

 

Family Tradition  

Both of Ernest and Violet’s sons attended Adelaide University, John Henry Harbison graduated MB BS, 1949 he 

gained a Double Blue (Athletics Blue 1946, Lacrosse Blue 1948) and Peter Alan MB BS 1953 who represented the 

University at Lacrosse and gained an Athletics Blue in 1949. 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2243141/HARBISON,%20ERNEST%20JOHN%20KEITH


 

 

 

 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer 
AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

 
 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 
The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – Ernest John Keith Harbison) 
SA State Library – Prince Alfred’s College Chronicle  
Commonwealth War Graves Commission http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-

dead/casualty/2243141/HARBISON,%20ERNEST%20JOHN%20KEITH 

“Blood, Sweat and Fears”, ISBN: 978-0-64692-750-3, Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australia 

who served in WW1 

SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harbison, Ernest John Keith  v.1 
 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2243141/HARBISON,%20ERNEST%20JOHN%20KEITH
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2243141/HARBISON,%20ERNEST%20JOHN%20KEITH
https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html


 

 


