
 

 
 

Major Ernest Albert Guymer 
 

Mention in Dispatches 
 

i 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club 1912-1914 (A & B) 

 

Degree obtained MB BS (1914) 

 



 

 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Ernest Albert 

Guymer.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC ANZAC MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

  



 

AIF Project 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=121813 

 

Ernest Albert GUYMER 

Date of birth 10 February 1891 ; secondary dob: 10/02/1892 

Place of birth Kilkenny, South Australia 

School Prince Alfred College, Adelaide, South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation General practitioner 

Address Kilkenny, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 24 

Next of kin Father, G H Guymer, Wilfrena Terrace, Kilkenny, South Australia 

Enlistment date 19 September 1915 

Rank on enlistment Captain 

Unit name 1 Australian General Hospital 1-6 Special Reinforcements  

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A71 Nestor on 11 October 

1915 

Rank from Nominal Roll Major 

Unit from Nominal Roll Australian Army Medical Corps 

Promotions Captain 
Unit: No 2 Australian General Hospital 
Promotion date: 11 October 1915  

Major 
Unit: Australian Army Medical Corps, AIF Depot s in the United Kingdom 
Promotion date: 28 February 1918  

Fate Discharged 7 November 1919 

Family/military connections Brother: Captain Surgeon Arthur Howes GUYMER, Australian Army Medical Corps, 

discharged, 11 October 1919. 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=121813
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=MED26.66.3RSPECIAL


 

Other details War service: Egypt, England, France, Belgium (contracted illness; invalided to England; 
recovered; returned to duty). 

Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal 

 

 

 

Ernest Guymer and his brother Arthur Guymerii 

  



 

Service Record 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=4362026 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=4362026


 

Australian War Memorial 

Honours and Awards 

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1597047/ 

Ernest Albert Guymer 

Rank: Captain 

Unit: Australian Army Medical Corps (Attached 4th Australian Field Artillery Brigade) 

Conflict / Operation: First World War, 1914-1918 

Recommendation: Mention in despatches 

Date of recommendation: 9 September 1917 

 

 

Captain Ernest Albert Guymer 

Has shown consistent ability and rendered excellent service as Section Commander and Adjutant.  As F.O.O. he has, 

on many occasions, shown conspicuous gallantry. 

For consistent devotion to duty and gallantry shown on many occasions when attending wounded under fire at 

considerable personal risk. 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1610291/ 

Rank: Major 

Unit: 4th Australian Field Artillery Brigade 

Conflict / Operation: First World War, 1914-1918 

Date of recommendation: 30 December 1918 

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1597047/
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1610291/


 

 

 

"This officer has carried out important duties at the Overseas Training Brigade with zeal and thoroughness, and 
success and has done excellent work. " 

   



 

Published Biography 
Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who Served in World War 1, 

C Verco, A Summers, T Swain & M Jelly. July 1914 

 

  



 

Additional Biography 

 

Schooling 

 

Ern attended Prince Alfred College and won the Gethering Scholarship in 1909.iii He commenced studying Medicine 

at Adelaide University in 1910.iv 

 

Sporting Career 

 

It is difficult to separate the sporting careers of Ernest (Ern) and his younger brother Arthur as they were both 

involved in sport at PAC and Adelaide University and newspaper reports of the time frequently only recorded the 

player’s surname.  

 

Athletics 

 

In 1912, Ern competed in the Adelaide University Sports competing in the 135 yards flat race. v 

 

Rowing 

 

In 1911, Ern and Arthur rowed in the ‘Forresters Fours’ for the newly formed Adelaide University Boat Club.vi 

 

Tennis 

 

In 1913, Ern and Arthur played tennis for the Kilkenny Congregational Church team. 

 

Football 

 

One of the brothers played in an Intercollegiate football game for PAC against Roseworthy Agricultural College in 

1909.vii 

 

From 1912 to 1914 the name Guymer appeared frequently in the Adelaide University Football Club team sheets for 

both the A grade and B grade (1913-1914). During that period both Ern and Arthur were studying Medicine.  

 

1912 

Ern was named for the Blacks for the match v Glenferrie on 17th August 1912.viii 

 

1913 

Arthur was a member of the 1913 Intervarsity team.ix 

 

1914 

In 1914 when the Adelaide Student’s Association was formed, Ern was the first Secretary Treasurer and Arthur 

represented the University on the Adelaide Student’s Association General Committee.x  

 

On Saturday 5th September 1914, Arthur was named for the A’s in a match v Glenferrie.xi On Saturday 12th 

September 1914 Adelaide University defeated Adelaide High School winning the first Premiership for the Adelaide 

Student’s Association. A picture appeared in The Mail on 17th September 1914 of the Adelaide University B team, 

while it is not explicitly stated, the logical conclusion is that it is as picture of the Premiership team. Both the Guymer 

brothers are in the photo (it is the only evidence to hand to show the brothers playing in the same team on the same 



 

day). xii(see photo below). One of the Guymer brothers was named in the Amateur League Premiership game played 

on the 19th September 1914 (University losing to Semaphore Central).xiii 

 

1914 Adelaide University Football Club B Grade Premiers 

 

The Guymer brothers are seated in the middle row, one either side of the Captain (Turner) or wearing the stripped 

strips. The lack of clarity of the newspaper reproduction makes it difficult to decide which brother is on the left and 

which is on the right.  

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer Adelaide University WW1 Memorial Committee 

 
i Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who Served in World War 1, C Verco, A Summers, T 

Swain & M Jelly. July 1914 
ii http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~guymer/longsutton.html 
iii "SPEECH DAYS." The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 17 December 1909: 9. Web. 15 May 2017 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article5208114 
iv "Prince Alfred College." Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940) 23 December 1910: 8. Web. 15 May 2017 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article214049259 
v "UNIVERSITY SPORTS." Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912) 20 June 1912: 2. Web. 19 May 2017 
<http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article204512385> 
vi "ROWING NOTES." Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 9 December 1911: 19. Web. 15 May 2017 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article88739998 
vii "FOOTBALL." Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912) 30 June 1909: 3. Web. 15 May 2017 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article203439643 
viii "AMATEUR LEAGUE." The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 17 August 1912: 17. Web. 16 May 2017 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article5324960 
ix Adelaide University Sports Association records of IV teams. 
x "FOOTBALL." The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 14 April 1914: 8. Web. 16 May 2017 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58503644 
xi "ATHLETICS." The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 5 September 1914: 13. Web. 19 May 2017 <http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article59276343> 
xii "THE FOOTBALL FIELD" The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) 17 September 1914: 3. Web. 16 May 2017 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article59740391 
xiii "SPORTING NEWS." The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 19 September 1914: 14. Web. 19 May 2017 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article6432886 
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