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Played with Adelaide University  

 

 

Cricket Club: 1915/1916 B Grade 

Degree: MB BS (1917) 



 

 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Arthur Kyle 

Gault.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 

 



Service Records 
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp?B=4028450 
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Published Biography 

Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who served in World War 1.  
Verco, Summers, Swain and Jelly 2014. 

 
 



Additional Biography 

Early Life 

Arthur Kyle Gaunt was born 10 July 1894 at Mitcham, SA. the son of Dr Arthur Henry Gault (1864-1917) and Mary 

Rebecca (nee Scott) of Lower Mitcham, SA. To avoid confusion with his father he was commonly referred to as Kyle. 

 

 
 

Kyle's father Arthur Henry Gault was born in December 1864 in Manchester, England and like his father before him 

had qualified as a doctor. He gained his qualification in Manchester and then undertook specialist training in London 

before migrating to Australia in 1888. He married Mary Rebecca Scott on 8 May 1890 in Adelaide, South Australia. 

He returned to London and gained his M.D. in 1900. The Gault's had four children, a son Kyle and three daughters 

Estelle, Maisie and Freda. The Highly respected Dr Arthur Henry Gaunt died on 28 August 1917 in Adelaide, South 

Australia, at the age of 52. (See Obituary Appendix 1) 

Education 

Kyle was educated at Price Alfred College (PAC) where in 1906 he received an award for "General Proficiency" in 3rd 

Form. He completed his Junior Public Examinations in 1908 and 1909, Senior Public Examinations in 1910, Higher 

Public Exams in 1911 and was awarded the Malpas Scholarship. While at PAC he competed in Athletics. He then 

enrolled to studied medicine at the University of Adelaide in 1912. He completed his third year, however his study 

was interrupted when he enlisted in August 1914 and embarked for oversease in October. He served until being 

wounded at Gallipoli in June 1915 and repatriated back to Australia. After returning from overseas  he completed his 

course and graduated MB BS in 1917. 

 

His three sisters also attended Adelaide University - Estelle (BSc 1914, MBBS 1919), Maisie (BA 1921) and Freda (BA 

1931) 

Adelaide University Sport 

Kyle Gaunt was an active sportsman while at Adelaide University and at various times played cricket, lacrosse and 

also rowed for the boat club. 

Cricket 

Adelaide University Cricket Club – 1915/1916. Kyle played B Grade after returning from overseas. There is no 

indication that he had played before enlisting. The SACA competition was unofficial at the time after most cricket 

clubs had a large number of players serving overseas. 

 

Other Sports 

Lacrosse - Kyle's main sport was lacrosse and was a member of the B Grade Premiership team in 1912. After the 

War, although a Graduate, he returned to the AULC and played in the 1919 and 1920 Intervarsity matches. He was 

awarded a Lacrosse Blue in 1919. 

 



Adelaide University Lacrosse Club - B Grade Premiers 1912 

 
A.K. Gault - back row second from left (A W Morey's hand on his shoulder) 

 
 

1919 Intervarsity 

 



1920 Intervarsity 

 

 

Rowing 

Kyle's main summer sport before his enlistment was rowing. 

 

 



Athletics 

He participated in the Adelaide University Athletics Carnival in June 1913 and finished 2nd in the Hammer Throw. 

 

Gault's Sporting Sisters for Adelaide University 

All three of Kyle's sisters played tennis and hockey while completing their studies at Adelaide University. 

1914 Intervarsity (Estelle - Blue 1914) 

 



1920 Intervarsity (Maisie - Blue 1916) 

 

1930 Intervarsity (Freda) 

 

 



World War I 

Kyle's War service is well documented in the earlier sections of this document. Full access to his War 

Service records can be viewed from the following link. 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp?B=4028450 

 

Kyle (left) with his father Major Arthur Gault (AAMC Reserve) 

 

 

Professional Career 

After his discharge from the AIF, Arthur went to work at his late father’s, eventually taking over the practice in 1921. 

He continued there until his retirement in 1950. (See Appendix 2 for more on the Dr's Gault in Mitcham and the 

history of the Crafter Medical Centre) 

 

Controversy 

In 1938 Kyle was arrested, along with two women with "conspiracy to procure a certain result on the young woman”. 

Newspaper reporting of the time was deliberately vague what this all meant but he was known for providing 

unofficial abortions. All three were eventually acquitted by Justice Mellis Napier. 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp?B=4028450


 

 



Marriage and Family 

Kyle married Ruth Hawker on 28 July 1921. Parts of Ruth’s family were early settlers of the colony arriving in South 
Australia in 1840 although Ruth and her immediate family did come to Australia until after 1906.   
 

 
 
Kyle and Ruth Gault had three children Richard born in 1922; Yolande born in 1924 and Avril born in 1927.  
 



Kyle was a keen golfer and in 1927 (home Club - Kooyonga) went with a group of Adelaide players to Port Pirie.  
 

 
 
In July 1930 Kyle took time off to play in the Doctor's Golf Tournament at The Royal Adelaide Golf Club (Seaton). 
 

 



Another interest of Kyle's was thoroughbred horse racing and was the owner a black filly called "Remarkable" 
 
Dr and Mrs Kyle Gault were also very successful dog breeders of Sealyham and Kerry Blue terriers and regularly 
exhibited them winning many awards. However in 1932 the family had reported that one of their prize dogs had 
gone missing from their property in Lower Mitcham. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
Unfortunately after 17 years of marriage, Ruth sued for an “undefended” divorce in November 1938 against Arthur 
on the grounds of “misconduct with Evelyn Grigg”.  
 

 
 
Kyle, now 44 years of age, married his co-respondent the 29 year old Evelyn Grigg in October the following year.  
 
 

 
 
Kyle was also a member of the Royal SA Yacht Squadron with his boat "Warrigal" 
 



 
 

By 1950 his former wife Ruth was living at Medindie and became an author of several children's books. Their 
daughter Yolande had moved to Melbourne where she was a medical almoner while the other daughter, Averil had 
qualified as a physiotherapist in 1949 at the University of Adelaide. Kyle and Ruth's son Richard had attended 
Queen's College and St Peter's College and at 18 years of age enlisted in the RAAF in WW2 serving for six years. After 
the War he settled in Papua New Guinea where he set up successful businesses. After retiring in 1993 he returned to 
Queensland (see Appendix 3) 

 

            
 



 
 

American entertainer Evie Hayes was a house guest of Dr Kyle Gault in 1950 while appearing in the musical "Annie 
Get Your Gun". Choosing to reside in Australia she became an early legend of Australian television. (See Appendix 4) 
 
Dr Arthur Kyle Gault over his long professional career performed many community roles including that of honorary 
surgeon to the Shelter for Girls at Mitcham and was widely respected by his patients and the people of the district. A 
voluminous number of family notices published in Adelaide's newspapers over more than thirty years at times of joy 
and sadness are testimony to this. Although somewhat controversially involved in court cases involving probable 
abortions a more contemporary view of his actions would be perhaps more accepting.  
 
On 7th April 1955 Kyle suffered a ruptured aneurysm and died. He was subsequently interred in the AIF Cemetery 
West Terrace Adelaide. 

_____________________ 
 
 
 

Profile Compiled by:  Rob O'Shannassy 

Sources and Acknowledgements: 

Blood, Sweat and Fears - Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australia who Served in World War 1. 
Verco, Summers, Swain and Jelly 2014 

Adelaide University Archives - Series 524 Sports Association Members and Intervarsity Team Photographs 
https://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/dspace/handle/2440/24867 
National Archives of Australia - War Service Records 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=4028450&S=1 
Mitcham Council Website 
http://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/gault_ward_pamphlet.pdf 
National Library of Australia - Trove (Digital Newspapers) - items tagged as Dr Arthur Kyle Gault or cited 
Crafter Medical Centre (Mitcham) Website - History 
Ancestry.com - Arthur Kyle Gault and Ruth Marjorie Hawker Family Trees 
Photo: AWM, 16073 Ramsey AL., Gault Family History publication, Ch2 
https://www.pngaa.net/Library/Gault.htm 
Kym Beilby AUFC/AUCC WW1 Researcher 

http://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/gault_ward_pamphlet.pdf


 
Appendix 1- Obituary for Kyle's father  Dr Arthur Henry Gault 

 DR. ARTHUR HENRY GAULT - Physician, Preacher, Patriot. 
 

Dr. Arthur Henry Gault passed away at his residence, Lower Mitcham, on the afternoon of August 28. He 
was born at York Place, Manchester, in 1864, and was educated at Alderley Edge School. At the age of 
thirteen he entered the Manchester Grammar School, subsequently pursued medical studies at Owen's 
College, Manchester, and took the degrees of M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P., and M.B. (London). After a year as 
house physician in the Manchester Infirmary he obtained the appointment of house surgeon of the 
infirmary at Ashton-under-Lyne.  
 
He arrived in Adelaide in 1888, took up his residence in Mitcham, where he had lived and practised ever 
since, and became an active worker in connection with the Church in that suburb. He went to England in 
1900, and gained his M.D. (London). Before returning to South Australia he devoted himself to a special 
study of tuberculosis in all its branches, visiting the chief sanatoria on the Continent and in Great Britain. 
Later he acquired the site on which he built the Nunyara Sanatorium at Belair, in which institution his 
specialized knowledge found a successful field. He was one of the senior honorary physicians of the 
Adelaide Hospital, and had only recently been appointed for a further term of three years. Owing to the 
shortage of medical men owing to the war, Dr. Gault had an exceptionally busy time; for apart from his 
own large connection he undertook the work of other practitioners who were on active service. Although 
he had been in indifferent health it was not until a few days before his death that he took to his bed. The 
deceased has left a widow, a son and three daughters.  
 
His only son (Captain Kyle Gault), who recently successfully passed his medical examination, and gained the 
degree of M.B., is on his way to the front. Early in the war he served as a private in the A.M.C. on Gallipoli, 
where he received a wound, from which he has since recovered.  
 
The Rev. C. H. Ingamells' Testimony. 
 
Dr. Gault has been for many years a most acceptable local preacher in connection with our Church, and 
held many important offices in connection with the Conference. Among other positions was that of a 
member of the medical board for the examination of candidates for the ministry and of supernumerary 
ministers. A kindly and thoroughly liberal man, Dr. Gault always manifested a deep interest in his Church—
especially on. it's spiritual and educational side. He thoroughly understood the "inwardness" of the 
Church's work, and his devotion and unselfish zeal in its advancement were constantly manifest. The 
deceased gentleman was connected with the various Conference committees, and felt an especial concern 
in the activities of the Methodist Ladies' College, giving the committee, of which he was a member, the 
benefit of his medical and scholastic knowledge, and being an enthusiastic supporter of the institution 
from its inception.  
 
The Funeral Service. Military honours were accorded the funeral of Surgeon-Major A. H. Gault, on a grey 
day, Thursday, August 30. A gun-carriage, which conveyed the coffin, was draped with the Union Jack and 
drawn by six horses, from his late residence, Lower Mitcham, to the Mitcham Cemetery. Before the funeral 
left the house, a service was conducted by the Revs. C. H. Ingamells and A. R. Edgerley. A firing party was 
provided from the Mitcham Camp. The funeral was largely attended by ministerial friends, practitioners of 
the medical profession, of commerce, and of the working classes. There were others to whom the Doctor 
had ministered in times of affliction. Many floral tributes were sent, and the" cortege was a 16ng one. At 
the graveside the Rev. Henry Howard, assisted by the Revs. W. Jeffries and W. J. Walker, conducted an 
impressive service. The Bounding - of "The Last Post" and the firing of three volleys, concluded the 
proceedings at the grave.  
 



The Rev. Henry Howard's Tribute. 
 
Mr. Howard, speaking under great emotion, said:— The man whose mortal remains we are laying to rest 
this afternoon amid the quiet beauty of the scenes he knew and loved so well, was of a singularly retiring 
and unobtrusive disposition. But though there was nothing of a pushful or aggressive character^ in his 
nature, he possessed those sterling qualities which enabled him to win his way upward and prevail and to 
make for himself an honoured place among the most capable and trusted members of the great profession 
to which he had consecrated his life. I use the Word "consecrated" in regard to him with its deepest 
possible connotation, because no man ever took his work more seriously or sacredly as a ministry to which 
he was called of God and ordained than did Dr. Gault.  
 
Thus it was that the profession and practice of medicine in his hands became a great and solemn trust, to 
be administered with fidelity, tho he guarded from desecration, and to be conscientiously worked towards 
the holiest ends. He maintained it the topmost level all those great traditions of the profession which the 
higher spirits of the medical fraternity delight to honour—traditions which never permit considerations of 
personal gain to weigh for a single moment against the claims of suffering humanity, but which bring the 
most advanced skill and the most potent virtues of medicine as swiftly and ungrudgingly to the bedside of 
the cottage home as to the sick chamber of the wealthiest and noblest of the land. It was this unswerving 
loyalty to his high calling which ever led him to think of himself last and which has really cost him his life. It 
is but a fitting thing that he should thus be buried, with full military honours, for he has as truly sacrificed 
his life for his country as any hero who has perished at the front. Equally fitting is it that he should be laid 
to rest among the foot-hills that knew him so well, and that now fold to their bosom the human-hearted 
main who passed through them so often by night and day, in summer heat and winter cold, on his mission 
of healing and help. Thus, amid the homesteads of the people in whose hearts by his unselfish service he 
has made for himself an abiding place, we lay the familiar form to rest.  
 
We shall miss him in a thousand ways—his brightness, his buoyancy, his fine sense of humour, all that 
went to make up his winsome personality, these have passed and left the earth a poorer place in which to 
live. But how they will miss him in the home circle, so suddenly and sadly bereaved, we dare not think. 
"When, too, we think of the soldier-son so far away from home, and we gather round the fire-Bide in our 
homes to-night, with all our loved ones safe about us, shall we not pray that God may take both him and 
them each by the hand and lead them all along the way they have to go, till by and bye His love shall set 
them by their dear one's side again! And in this sure and certain hope we leave him in the Father's tender 
keeping: "Until the trump of God be heard, Until the ancient graves be stirred, And with the great 
commanding word Our Lord shall come. 0 blessed hope! with this elate Let not our hearts be desolate, But 
strong in faith, in patience wait "Until He come!" 

 

 

 

--------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2 - The Doctor's Gault and Crafter Medical Centre Mitcham 
(A Ward in the Mitcham Council area is named after the "Doctors Gault") 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 



Appendix 3 - Richard Kyle Gault 

 



 
 



 
 



Appendix 4 - Evie Hayes - Entertainer 

 

 

Biography - Evie Hayes (Wikipedia) 

Born in Seattle, she appeared on stage from an early age and worked steadily in vaudeville, radio and 
nightclubs. She was leading lady for Will Mahoney, in his tour of the United Kingdom and Europe and sang 
for the BBC appeared in cabaret and made her own recordings, she later married Mahoney, in 1938, 
in Westminster, London The couple moved to Australia to appear on the Tivoli variety circuit, and proved 
very popular, eventually deciding to stay in the country permanently. They appeared in the film Come Up 
Smiling (1939), managed the Cremorne Theatre in Brisbane, presenting everything from revues, 
pantomimes and musicals and entertained the American and Australasian troops and raising funds for the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seattle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Will_Mahoney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Come_Up_Smiling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Come_Up_Smiling


war effort. On television since its inception, she appeared as a Compere, Singer, Comedian and a 
Commercial presenter on the Graham Kennedy show IMT. Despite being diagnosed with MS in 1969, she 
continued her career[2] and notable also for theatre an early role saw Evie Hayes playing the lead role in 
the Australian production of Annie Get Your Gun, which ran for more than three years. She later appeared 
regularly on television, including as a judge on Young Talent Time, having opened her own talent school, as 
well as acting in productions of Funny Girl, Kiss me Kate a revival of Oklahoma and Call Me Madam. She 
died of a heart attack, early in the morning of 26 December 1988, in Melbourne, Victoria.[3] 

 

_______________________________ 
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