
 
Capt. Charles Edward Dolling 

Royal Army Medical Corps 
 

 
(Photo from the PAC Collection) 

Played with Adelaide University  

 
Cricket Club: 1908/9 - 1911/12 (A-Grade Captain) 

(Intervarsity: 1910) 

Football Club: 1906 - 1907 
(Intervarsity: 1906 & 1907) 

Other Sports: Tennis 
Sports Awards: Blue for Cricket 1911  

Graduated MB BS (1911) 
 



 

 
Background 

 
 
Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to 
ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 
recognised by future generations. 
 
On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 
served. 
 
The following documentation relates to the life of Charles Edward 
Dolling.  It is compilation of information and photographs 
collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

  



Published Biographies 

 

From Publication: Blood, Sweat and Fears, Medical Practitioners and Medical Students or Served in World 
War 1: Christopher Verco, Annette Summers, Tony Swain & Michael Jelly. (Army Health Services Historical 
Group) 

See Also: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Dolling 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Dolling


Charles (Charlie) Edward DOLLING MB.BS. (1911) 
 
Charlie Dolling was born at Wokurna (a small farming township near Port Broughton on York Peninsular) on 4th 
September 1886 to Johann Gustav Dolling who emigrated from Brandenburg, Germany and Minna Maria Spoehr. 
 
From an early age his batting attracted attention with outstanding performances when at 15 years of age playing for 
Barunga Braves in the Northern Yorke Peninsula Cricket Association competition. He scored his first senior century 
for the Braves in 1900-01 and in the following season collected 405 runs at 50.62, with a highest score of 99. Later in 
1901-02 he played an innings of 133 retired for Snowtown against Blyth and, in a match for Snowtown against 
Brinkworth, scored 46 and claimed 5/7. 1902-03 was an important season. After scoring 129 in an early match for 
Barunga Braves he put together an outstanding record for Way College, Wayville, where he was attending school. In 
the college's main fixture against Christian Brothers' College he scored 84 and 117* (of a total of 181) and claimed 
7/28 and 6/79. At 16 years of age, he was included in the Sturt team A-Grade district team towards the end of the 
season.  
 
After commencing at Prince Alfred College in 1903, he completed an outstanding record in school cricket. In 1903-04 
he scored 350 runs at 87.25 with innings of 128* against Christian Brothers' College and 108 against SACA Full 
Members. Captain in 1904-05, Dolling played an epic innings of 311 against St Peter's College in the December 1904 
Intercollegiate contest. In other matches he scored 161* against the Clutterbuck Brothers team and 105* against 
CBC. Against University he claimed 6/30, which included a hat-trick early in the opponents innings (match scores 
later in this article). The performances prompted his inclusion in a representative match for Metropolitan against 
Country in which he scored 181*. Dolling again dominated the inter-collegiate match against St Peter's in 1905-06 by 
scoring 106 and claiming 6/69 and 7/74. He was promptly included in the South Australian team for the eastern 
states tour and then announced his arrival by scoring 83* in the second match of the tour against NSW. Batting at 
number six in the order, his innings was almost half the total of 188. Now residing at PAC he represented East 
Torrens in the final four matches of 1905-06 claiming 4/35 against West Torrens. Dolling had an uncharacteristically 
lean season for East Torrens in 1906-07, when his principal Innings was 93 for South Australia against Victoria. By 
1907, Dolling had left the district and qualified for Adelaide, for whom he scored 156 against his former team. For 
South Australia, consecutive centuries against NSW and the MCC stamped him as a batsman of international 
standard, however his medical studies restricted his first-class appearances and perhaps opportunity for Australian 
selection.  
 
As a medical student, Dolling was able in 1908-09 to play with the newly admitted Adelaide University team in and 
had four prolific seasons as captain of the Club. In his first match he scored a century against Glenelg and for the 
season made a competition record aggregate of 769 runs at 64.08 with four centuries. Opening the batting for South 
Australia in 1911-12, he scored 94 against Victoria and 105 and 66 against New South Wales before working in 
medical practices at Minlaton and then Streaky Bay. 
 
For two years his cricket was restricted to occasional matches for Yorketown, until he accepted an invitation to tour 
New Zealand with Arthur Sim's Australian ream in 1913-14. Dolling scored 104 against New Zealand at Auckland. He 
then in 1914 travelled to England to gain further experience at Guy's Hospital London. 
 
With the outbreak of WW1 he enlisted and served with the Royal Army Medical Corps in Europe. Following the 
Armistice, did post graduate work in England and played for Sutton CC.  
 
He returned to Australia in 1922 and was appointed health officer for the Hindmarsh municipality, practicing as a 
physician and surgeon at Brompton.  
 
A prolific season for West Torrens in 1922-23 produced 856 runs at 71.33 with five centuries. A brief return to first-
class cricket was brought to an end due to increasing demands of his medical practice. In first-class matches he 
compiled 1744 runs at 34.88 and in District cricket he totaled 3824 runs al 42.02. Dolling was the SACA doctor for 
many years and a selector for South Australia (1928 - 1934) and also Australian teams.  
 
He died from a stroke in his consulting rooms on 11 June I936 aged 49.  
 
Adapted from: Geoff Sando and Peter Herbert Parade to Paradise - 101 Seasons of East Torrens Cricket and 
Cricketers (Publisher East Torrens Cricket Club) 



Additional Biography 
Early Life, Education and Sport 
 

Charles (Charlie) Edward Dolling was born on the 4th September 1886 in Wokurna, a Spencer Gulf country 

town near Port Broughton in South Australia. His parents were German born Johann Gustav Dolling and 

Australian born Minna Marie Spoehr (married in 1869 at Hahndorf).  
 

He was educated in Adelaide at the Way College and Prince Alfred College (PAC). Although not an 

outstanding student, he passed his Senior Examinations (5 subjects) and received his certificate in 

December 1905. Even though sport had probably always been a great distraction, his results still enabled 

him to enroll at the University of Adelaide the following year.  
 

 
 

At PAC he was a very good athlete, tennis player and represented the First Teams in both cricket and 

football. In addition, he was chosen to be a school prefect. 

 

 



Already an outstanding schoolboy cricketer he played 1st XI and Intercollegiate games in 1903, 1904 and 

1905. Dolling was also a very good schoolboy footballer at Prince Alfred College Dolling and had played in 

their 1st XVIII in 1904 and 1905 and was a member of the intercollegiate side. 

  

 
 

 
 

C.E. Dolling (standing 3rd from left) 



In the annual intercollegiate cricket match against St Peters College in December 1904 as team captain he 

scored a mammoth 311 runs, the second highest score ever made by a PAC cricketer in Intercollegiate 

cricket (previously Joe Darling had made 252 and Clem Hill 360). 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



In February 1905 he was a member of the PAC cricket team which played a match against an Adelaide 

University Eleven. In the match Charles Dolling, who would eventually go on to become the AUCC's first 

captain, was outstanding by top scoring with 63 not out and taking 6 for 30 including a hat-trick. The 

majority of those players on both teams would go on and play for Adelaide University when the Club was 

finally admitted to the District competition in the 1908/09 season.  
 

 
The Chronicle (Adelaide, SA: 1895 1954), Saturday 18 February 1905 

 
 

In December 1905 after a run of many great performances and whilst still a student at PAC, the 19-year-old 

Dolling was picked to represent South Australia. In his first match against Victoria at the MCG, the 

“schoolboy” was dismissed by the legendary Australian Captain 130kg Warwick “Big Ship” Armstrong in 

both innings.  
 

Adelaide University Studying Medicine and a State Cricketer - A Conflict of Interests 
 
With his first-class cricket career with South Australia progressing well it would have made study a little 
harder. He passed one subject, German in 1906 which probably gave him a sixth senior subject so he could 
study medicine the following year. In 1907, he passed 1st year medicine (2nd class) and in 1908 he passed 
2nd Year (3rd Class). Third Year was only completed in March 1910 with the completion of two 
supplementary examinations and later in November the same year he achieved the desired result and 
passed 4th year (3rd Class). 
 
As a regular in the Sheffield Shield team, cricket was still a major distraction from his medical studies. By 
now, as well as playing for South Australia he was also one of the State Selectors. However, he did make 
himself unavailable leading up to and during his exams in November of 1910. It was a great effort, 
considering his other commitments and apparently some earlier health issues, that he past his 5th Year 
(3rd Class) and had his MBBS Degree conferred in the regulation 5 years in December 1911. 
 



               
 

 

 
 

Adelaide University Sport 
 
On leaving PAC Charles embraced university sporting activities and played football and cricket for the 
“Blacks” and competed in the annual University Tennis Tournament. 
 
Adelaide University Football Club (AUFC – “The Blacks”) 
 
Adelaide University football teams had played before 1906, mainly in interfaculty games, against the 
college, and also Intervarsity contests against Melbourne in 1904 and 1905. In March 1906 the AUFC was 
formally constituted and in April was admitted as a member of the Adelaide University Sports Association. 
Dolling’s teammate and a great friend from PAC, Harold Stoddart, was elected the first captain. Stoddart 
became a fine league footballer with Norwood (debut June 1906) and was a regular State player over 
several seasons.  



The University team played in the Adelaide and Suburban Football Association in this first year and finished 
outside the final four. Charles was a regular member of the team for only two seasons and played in the 
1906 and 1907 Intervarsity. Probably, because of cricket commitments affecting his study, it was necessary 
in the following years to give football away and concentrate in the winter on his medical subjects. 
 

 
 

Adelaide University Intervarsity Football Team at the MCG 1907 
 

 
 



Adelaide University Cricket Club (AUCC – “The Blacks”) 
 
It was first proposed in 1897 by Adelaide University graduate and lawyer William Magarey for an Adelaide 
University Cricket team to play in the South Australian Cricket Association A-Grade competition. However, 
it was not until the 1908/9 season that this eventually was approved by the SACA. The first team was 
largely composed of former Prince Alfred and St Peter's College old scholars who has already been playing 
A-Grade cricket for established SACA clubs. Now a medical student, Charles Dolling had already played for 
Sturt, East Torrens and Adelaide A-Grade clubs and had been an established member of the State team 
since 1905/6 season. It was logical that he would be selected as captain and he headed a very formidable 
line up of students much to the angst of the other clubs who had lost many of their fine young players. 
 
The AUCC team lined up to play Glenelg, the other new club in the competition, for their first match. The 
University Oval and wicket was not yet completed, and they would have to play all their games away or 
on neutral grounds in that first season. 
 

1908/9 Cricket Team (First team to represent AUCC in SACA District Cricket) 

 

                      
South Australia and Adelaide University Cricket Club Player 



Charles Dolling scored a century against Glenelg in University's first SACA A-Grade game in October 1908. 
 

 



 
 
Dolling would have four prolific seasons with University Cricket Club from 1908/9 until 1911/12, including a 
record of 769 runs at 64.08 with four centuries in his first season 1908-09. This was the highest season 
aggregate in the SACA competition to that time.  

 
 
 

In 1910 the Adelaide University Cricket Club first established the lasting tradition of playing regular 
Intervarsity contests against interstate universities. 
 
 

Adelaide University Cricket Club Intervarsity Team 1910 
 

 
 
 

* All medical students who would eventually serve in WW1 

 

 

 



First Intervarsity in1910 v Sydney University 

(Held in Sydney and won by Sydney) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Adelaide University Sports Association Awards 
 
He was awarded an Adelaide University Sports Associate Blue for Cricket in 1911. Although he had 
outstanding performances earlier, one of the prerequisites for the award was that he must have played in 
the Intervarsity match. This occurred in December 1910. 
 

 



Medical Career Takes Over 
 
Towards the end of the 1911/12 season his medical career intervened and virtually ended his first-class 
and district careers. After working in the Adelaide Hospital, he moved to work in medical practices at 
Minlaton and then Streaky Bay to gain further experience.  His sporting activities were limited to the 
occasional country cricket match and local tennis tournaments. 
 
Dolling did come out of "retirement" in the summer of 1913/14 after accepting an invitation to tour New 
Zealand on a private international cricket tour organised by Arthur Sims comprising of a number of 
Australian Test cricketers. Also playing in the Australian Team were Trumper, Noble, Armstrong and 

Mailey. In the last game of the tour at Eden Park, Auckland and what would be Trumper’s last first-class 

game, Dolling scored 104 runs in 118 minutes. 
 

 
 

 



Medicine & Cricket Involvement after the Great War 
 
After the War, Dolling remained in for several years working in England and Wales. He also played cricket 
for the Sutton Cricket Club, Surrey, England. Returning to Australia in 1921 he set up a medical practice on 
the Port Road at Hindmarsh where he remained until 1934. He married New Zealand born academic 
Dorothy Clarke in 1923.  
 
His interrupted cricket career resumed briefly for the West Torrens District Cricket Club eight seasons after 
his last match with University.  Following some outstanding performances, he returned to first class cricket 
in 1922 at the age of 36. 
 

 
 
 In the 1922-23 district cricket season he again won the SACA batting aggregate with 856 runs at 71.33. 
This was 14 years after he had won the award playing with University. After retirement from district cricket 
in 1926 he served as the SACA Medical Officer and a State and Australian Selector. 
 
Always a supporter of the AUCC, Charles Dolling also returned to the Club in the 1927/28 season as Club 
President and in 1929/30 season as Club Coach. 
 
During his years as the suburban Family Doctor on the Port Road at Hindmarsh, he gained great respect 
from the community and would often charge a fee on the basis of what people could afford (which often 
meant no charge at all).  
 



In March 1934 he left his Hindmarsh practice and with Mrs Dolling and their two children headed to 
England and the Continent.  Apart from the touring and visiting acquaintances, the main purposes of the 
trip was to visit London and Vienna (Charles spoke fluent German) to study dermatology. Also, as an 
Australian Test Selector, the apparent timing of the journey did happen to coincide with the successful 
1934 Ashes Series.  
 

 
 
After 18 months abroad, the Dolling’s returned home with a short stop-over in Fiji and a detour to New 
Zealand to visit Dorothy’s family. On his return in July 1935 he soon set about establishing a specialist 
dermatology practice in the Shell Building on North Terrace Adelaide. 
While in England, he perhaps had a slight warning that his health was not entirely in order, however in 
June 1936 he suffered a stroke in his surgery and passed away shortly after in Calvary Hospital, North 
Adelaide. His untimely death at only 49 years of age, as well as being a sad loss for his family, was the loss 
of a great South Australian cricket personality whose knowledge of the game was second to none.  
 
He was survived by his wife Dorothy and children, Charles Hoani Scott and Eleanor Ngaire. 
 



http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/135652700 
 

                    
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/135652700


 
"Of Interest" 

 
 

• Charlie Dolling's 311 for Prince Alfred College in the December 1904 Intercollegiate match against Saint 
Peters College has only been exceeded once at that was 360 by the legendary Clem Hill. 
 

• In December 1905 after a run of many great performances and whilst still a student at PAC, the 19-year-
old Dolling was picked to represent South Australia. In his first match against Victoria at the MCG, the 
“schoolboy” was dismissed by the legendary Australian Captain 130kg Warwick “Big Ship” Armstrong in 
both innings.  
 

• Dolling served in World War 1 in the Royal Army Medical Corps in Egypt and France. On one occasion 
during a hasty retreat on the Western Front he had to abandon all his precious medical equipment. 

 

• Dolling came out of "retirement" in the summer of 1913/14 after accepting an invitation to tour New 

Zealand on a private international cricket tour organised by Arthur Sims comprising of a number of 

Australian Test cricketers. Also playing in the Australian Team were Trumper, Noble, Armstrong and 

Mailey. In the last game of the tour at Eden Park, Auckland and what would be Victor Trumper’s last first-

class game, Dolling scored 104 runs in 118 minutes.  

 

• Always a supporter of the AUCC, Charles Dolling also returned to the Club in the 1927/28 season as 

Club President and in 1929/30 season as Club Coach. 

• Was an Australian Test Match Selector and member of the SACA Ground and Finance Committee, State 
Selector and Association Doctor. Fellow State Selector with Bradman in 1935, however Don Bradman took 
over from Dolling as the South Australian representative on the Test Selection Committee. 
 

• Dolling was the SACA Doctor at Adelaide Oval in January 1933 during the infamous "Bodyline Test". When 
Bert Oldfield was struck by a Harold Larwood bouncer and collapsed to the pitch, it was two former 
Adelaide University Cricketers Dr Dolling and Dr Ken Steele who cared for him. 
 

• Dolling took the opportunity as an Australian Test Selector during the 1934 Ashes Series in England to also 
further his medical studies in London and then Vienna (he spoke fluent German). On his return to Adelaide 
in 1935 he set up as a skin specialist on North Terrace in Shell House. It was there in June of 1936 that he 
collapsed from a stroke. He was attended by Surgeon Mr Ivan Bede Jose (AUCC fast bowler 1911/12 -...- 
1919/20) who also had his consulting rooms nearby in North Terrace. Dolling was transported to Calvary 
Hospital North Adelaide but passed away shortly after.  
 

• While a student at Way College (located on Greenhill Rd) studied piano and passed Junior, Pianoforte 
Examination of the London International College 95 marks out of 100. Later developed the skill of playing 
the piano with his nose.  
 

• Carved his name "C.E. Dolling" for posterity in the freestone column at the entrance to Way College (Now 
Annesley). Is it still there? 
 

• Practicing in Hindmarsh, he was remembered as "The Poor Man's Doctor” and a great citizen. He often 
treated for free those who could not afford it and provide shoes for the needy. 
 

• Dolling's wife Dorothy Clarke, a New Zealand born academic who taught math and physics at the 
University of Leeds was a great worker for the community. Her involvement with the Country Women's 
Association, Royal Flying Doctor Service and other great endeavors were recognised when she receives an 
OBE (Most Excellent Order of the British Empire) from King George VI (the father of Queen Elizabeth). 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

Family Legacy 
 
After Charles Dolling passing, his wife Dorothy continued her great service to the community including 
membership of the committee that established the Pioneer Women's Memorial Garden and was State 
President of the Royal Flying Doctor Service. In 1944 she received an OBE for her work. For more 
information: 
 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/dolling-dorothy-eleanor-10031 

 
 
Daughter: Eleanor Ngaire Dolling: 
 
Attended Adelaide University graduating with a Bachelor of Science in 1950 (Geology). 
 
Son: Scott Hoani Dolling: 
 
Attended Roseworthy Agricultural College. His studies were interrupted by service in the military and on 
his return from serving in World War II graduated with a Diploma in Agricultural Science in 1947. He then 
attended Adelaide University and completed his Bachelor of Agricultural Science in 1951. He completed his 
master’s degree in Agricultural Science in 1959. Scott had an outstanding career in research and 
administration in the area of sheep breeding and genetics. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/dolling-dorothy-eleanor-10031


 
 
In WW2 Scott enlisted two days after his 18th birthday and was posted to the 2nd Australian Infantry Forces 
with the rank of Gunner. He served in New Guinea, Burma and was in Tokyo at the time of the Japanese 
surrender having been taken aboard an American ship at the end of the Borneo campaign. An idea of 
Scott’s wartime experiences in Borneo (Operation Oboe) can be gleaned from the following link: 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borneo_campaign_(1945) 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borneo_campaign_(1945)


 
 

Scott Dolling in the old Adelaide Oval Change-rooms - His father's old locker 
 

 
 

Scott and son Rod presenting AUCC historian Rob O’Shannassy with a copy of their family history publication “The 
Hand to the Plough” 



 

Charles Dolling’s daughter Ngaire Teesdale-Smith at a SA Writers Week function 
..................................................................................................................... 

 
 
 
 

Profile compiled by: Rob O'Shannassy (AUFC/AUCC ANZAC Memorial Committee) 
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