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Pte. Arthur Vernon Davenport

Played with Adelaide University

MOBILITATE VIGEMUS

Cricket Club: 1911/12 -1913/14 B Grade
Other Sports: Tennis
Student: Law (Law Clerk) 1911 - 1915
Graduated: Final Certificate in Law (1916 in Absentia*)

Provisionally Admitted to the Bar (Dec 1916 in Absentia*)

* On Active Service




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the series
of biographical publications is the Adelaide University Football and
Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who served in the Great War
(1914 - 1918). These brave men put on hold their academic, professional
and sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace and
freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to
identify every one of our players who served and prepare life stories on
all. This is to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society
will be recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a memorial
plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval Pavilion and this
was followed by the erection of a picket fence between the pavilion and
the scoreboard with each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an
AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Arthur Vernon

Davenport. It is compilation of information and photographs collected
from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




Regimental number

ARTHUR VERNON DAVENPORT

4719

Place of birth Adelaide, South Australia

Religion Church of England

Occupation Clerk

Address Park Terrace, Eastwood, South Australia
Marital status Single

Age at embarkation 22

Next of kin Father, Mr S A Davenport, Park Terrace, Eastwood, South Australia
Enlistment date 17 May 1915
Rank on enlistment Private

Unit name Australian General Hospital 3, Reinforcement 1
AWM Embarkation Roll

26/67/2
number

Embarkation details

Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT
A62 Wandilla on 15 June 1915

Rank from Nominal Roll Private
Unit from Nominal Roll

12th Field Artillery Brigade

Fate Returned to Australia 14 December 1918

Service Record



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=MED.AGH3R1

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.as



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3488982
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ASE RECORDS, of Soldier referred to are
—_— stated.
BASE RECORDS OFFICE,
VICTORIA BARRACKS,
MELBOURNE,
Dear Bir, 23rd May 1018,
to advise you that >
has been rag"m?lsg admi tted t. Tnis fdre A.V. Davennort,
25/4/18 ] 0 City of Lonrdon Nilitary Rospital » Pngland,
o suffering from gunehto wounq atdominal wall
’

His postal address will be—

No 4719 Rémbardies A.V. lavenvort,

12th Army pield WQ’” i
i gada t -
Australian Imperia l’urr(-v;'a o (late 3 A.GuH )

Abroad.

In the absence of further reports it is to be assumed that satisfactory progress is
being maintained, but anything later received will be promptly transmitted, it being
clearly understood that if no further advice is forwarded this
department has no more inforrmmation tp supply.

Yowrs faithfully, °

(/ W Major,
ApiE——

DAT1/1.18, 0445, ~250. ()A[]i('('r m ('llll]'!,l" Base Records.

272/3/8746,
B,
M 14}6?1 >
29%h Nov.1916,

ALLOTTOR IOTTEE, AL IOTMENT,

4719 Bdr.A.V,avenport Mrs. F,G, Davenport, 4/6 per diem
518t Bty. Park Terrace.
1%3th FAB, Eastwood. from 1/1/17.
8 A,

Cancels pretious allotment off 3/- favor of samé al lottece,
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Arthur Vernon Davenport Biography
Early Years

Arthur Vernon Davenport was born on 23 July 1893 in Adelaide, South Australia, to Florence Grace (nee
Goode), age 27, and Samuel Alfred Davenport, age 31.

Arthur's Grandfather Robert, originally from Oxfordshire, United Kingdom, immigrated to Australia in 1843
shortly after the death of his Mother. He was 27 years of age and with him were his older brother George
(Francis) and younger brother Samuel (later Sir Samuel Davenport). George known as "Francis" (his father
was George also and an agent for the South Australia Company) had been to South Australia earlier in 1840
and commenced a survey of land in the Adelaide Hills which was to become known as Macclesfield.

Francis had returned to England after the death of his mother but he too died from Typhus shortly after
returning to South Australia in 1843. Robert and Samuel completed the survey and acquired property in
the area. Later Robert acquired land in the Clare Valley at Barunga Gap where Arthur's father Samuel
Alfred was born.

Arthur's father Samuel Alfred Davenport married Florence Goode in 1891 and settled in Park Terrace,
Eastwood. At the turn of the Century the family spent time in England staying at Croydon, Surrey. A census
in 1901 showed young Arthur as 7 years old.

His father had become a successful stockbroker and was a member of the firm Davenport, Smith & Roberts
who had offices in Cowra Chambers in Grenfell Street, Adelaide. He was also a company director of several
speculative mining companies. Arthur was enrolled at Saint Peter's College to complete his education.

Arthur's great uncle Sir Samuel Davenport (1818-1906), landowner, parliamentarian (a member of the
original Legislative Council that passed South Australia's first Constitution) was also a member of the
University of Adelaide Council from 1889 to 1897. It was logical that Arthur would be the first of the
Davenport family to attend the University.

X

Sir Samuel Davenport (1818-1906)

Education and Sport

At Saint Peter's College Arthur completed his Junior and Senior Public Examinations by 1909 and in 1910
sat for the University of Adelaide Higher Public Examinations in three subjects. He was also a keen
sportsman playing football (1910 Intercollegiate v PAC), a member of the rowing teams and represented
the school in tennis. He also competed in the State Junior Titles in 1910 making the semi-finals.




1910 St Peter’s Tennis Team

| Critic (Adelaide, SA : 1897-1924) Wed 20 Apr
1910 Page 12

ST. PETER’S TENNIS TEAM, WINNERS OF THE COLLEGIATE TENNIS
MATCH.

Back Row (left to right)—]J. L. Lewis, G. F. Gardiner, J. R. S. Evans,

Front Row (left to right)—B. H. Swift. A G. Moves (Capt.), G. K. Henderson,
The Critie photo. A. V. Davenport

1910 St Peter’s Football Team

Back: J. Brougham, A. V. Davenport,D. Johnston, D. Taylor, A. G. Moyes.

Standing: J. C. Murray, I. B. Jose, Mr. Caterer, M. Woodley, M. Badger.

Sitting: F. P. Atwell, J. T. Murray (Vice-Captain), D. J. Miller (Captain), H.
L. Davidson, L. B. Gliddon.

Front: D. Stevens, K. Murray, E. N. Twopeny, S. J. Sibley.




Adelaide University - Law and Sport

In 1911 Arthur Davenport was an articled law clerk in the office of the eminent Adelaide lawyer William
James Isbister C.B.E., K.C. who was also at the time a member of The Council of the University of Adelaide
(a position he would hold for 40 years 1905 -1945). Instead of opting to study full time for a law degree, he
had chosen the other option which was to be articled in his first year and complete a combination of four
years of "hands on" experience in a law firm and a prescribed course of subjects and examinations. At the
end of his articles and examinations he would receive his "Final Certificate in Law" from the University.

His main sports at Adelaide University were tennis and cricket.
Cricket

Arthur was only a B Grade cricketer and had not played in the 1st X1 at school. However, he was a regular
member of the team from the end of the 1911/12 season until the 1913/14 season and completion of his
university studies.

University B Grade v Glenelg - January 1912

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 27 January 1912, page 19
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Player Statistics 1912/13 Season

Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923), Monday 7 April 1913, page 2
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Tennis

Arthur competed for the Adelaide University team in the SA Lawn Tennis Association inter-club
competitions and also played in the State Championships doubles competition.

Other Sport

He was also a keen golfer and played regularly in competitions at the North Adelaide golf Club. Although
he had played football at St Peter's College, during the colder months he preferred spending his time on
the golf course. His father Samuel was also a very fine golfer, playing at the Adelaide Golf Club at Seaton

(later "Royal Adelaide Golf Club"). Previously in 1905, Samuel had been a founding committee member of
the North Adelaide Golf Club at Montefiore Park.

World War 1

By the end of 1914 Arthur had completed his course work at the University and his fourth years of articles
would have to be completed early in 1915.

On the 17th May, shortly after the Gallipoli landing, he made the choice to enlist alongside others from his
university contemporaries from the sporting teams and law faculty.




Arthur was assigned initially to the Australian Medical Corps, 1st Reinforcements, 3rd General Hospital
with the rank of Private. While serving in France he was given training with the 13th Field Artillery Brigade
and promoted to the rank of Temporary Bombardier. He was then transferred early in 1917 to the 12th
Field Artillery Brigade and on to the Western Front.

- - P e 2 -
Heavy artillery in the boggy conditions on the western front

In April 1918 he suffered an abdominal gunshot wound and was evacuated to the UK. In October 1918,
after successful surgery and a period of convalescence, he returned to France. Fortunately the Armistice
came soon enough on November 11th and in January 1919 he received his orders to return home to
Australia.

While on active service in France, Mr. Isbister had in his absence moved that Arthur Vernon Davenport be
admitted as a practitioner in the Supreme Court.

Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922),
Tuesday 28 November 1916, page 4

LAW OCOURTS.
Supreme Oourt—In Banco,
Monday, November 2. > . s
(Mefors ks Honor Mr, Joskice Gordon) THE SWORD AND THE WIG.
Abaent at the Front. One of the soldiers who have recently
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Liberty to move as praved was granted. prnfcssim‘l. . . .

The Critic 26 March 1919

On his return to Adelaide and with little time for recuperation, he was well set to embark again on a legal
career that had been on hold for 3 years.




After World War 1

One of Arthur's first activities was to become involved in Athletics. He had acted as Chairman of a meeting
of the South Australian Amateur Athletic Association while a member of their Council in September of
1919 and in May 1920 was an Assistant Hon. Secretary.

In March 1920, he and a fellow WW1 volunteer Robert Shannon Davey formed a partnership and began a
practice from offices at 22 Waymouth Street in the City. Their activities consisted largely of estate matters
and foreign consulate work.

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 9 March 1920, page 6
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Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923), Wednesday 11 January 1922, page 1
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The partnership lasted only two years with Davey opting for a more rural lifestyle after purchasing a sheep
grazing property at Mt Pleasant. Already by 1925 Arthur had formed a new partnership with Irvine Dale
Wald who had served his articles in the same firm as Davenport and been admitted to the Supreme Court
in July 1923. The firm Davenport and Wald was located in the Executor Trustee Building at 22 Grenfell St
Adelaide. Arthur's brother Howard worked for the Excecutor Trustee & Agency Company at the same
address. Together they handled some large estates. By 1939, Arthur was a sole practitioner and operating
from the Exchange Buliding, 26 Pirie Street.




Advertiser (Adelaide. SA : 1931 - 1954),
Thursday 30 November 1939, page 6

PUBLIC NOTICES

194 per Mne. 30 ietiers or figures mim. 2 Moes)

-— ——

Al.l’lln ALEXANDER SMITH ila'e wut
“Holmby" Clare Relited Surtieon deorased
NOTICE i hereby given tha' the D“M“{ Mas.
0T of ihe Supreme Coyrt of South Austrails Bak
pursgan’ to “The Trustee Act, 1936 dirccicd
that ALL CREDITORS sid OTHER PER.
SONS having CLAIMS AGAINST tie ESTATE
of the sbovenamed ALMRED ALEXANDER
BMITH decraied PROBATE of whoor WILL was
nlmn to EXECUTOR TRUSTEE AND
COMPANY CGF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
LIMITED are t0 SEND FRL PAN ﬂ(‘ULARQ
of THEIR CLAIMS tu EXECUTOR TRUSTYE
AND AGENCY COMPANY OF SOUTH AUS.
TRALIA LIMITED o No 22 Greufell stroet
Adelgide on or defore 11t DECEMBER 1915
otherwise they will be rxcluded from the dmtris
Bution of the ESTATE
DATED the 30h day of November 1959
AV DAYENPORT
Exchange Bulldings
26 Pirie sireet, Adelalde
Balicitor for the sboyrnamed pxeritor

Marriage and Family

Arthur Davenport had married Gladys "Rita" Toms on 17th February 1923.

Critic (Adelaide, SA : 1897-1924), Wednesday 21 February 1923, page 25

. WEDDING.

- —

DAVENPORT-TOMS.

A quiet wedding was celebrated at St.
Matthew's Church, Marryatville, on
Saturday afternoon, when Miss Rita
Toms, voungest daughter of the late
Mr. S. Toms and Mrs. Toms, of
“Parkwynd,” Portrush Road, Marryat-
ville, was married to Mr. Arthur
Davenport, only son of the late A,
Davenport and Mrs. Davenport, of
Park Terrace, Parkside. The Kev. k.
W. G. Dempster officiated,’ and M,
John Dempster presided at the orgau.
The bride, who was given away by her
hrother, Mr. Charles Toms, wore a
charming frock of pale grey georgzett~,
embroidered with dull silver thread on
the edge of the floating side panels and
on the helt, With this was worn a
silver grey straw hat, drenched grey
feathers on the Lrim.  She carried a
houquet of pale pink and pale hlue
hlossoms.

Arthur and Rita lived at 73 Tusmore Avenue, Tusmore until the early 1940s after which they moved to 12
Northumberland Street, Heathpool. Their marriage lasted 27 years until the untimely death of Rita in
October 1950 at the age of 59.




Arthur and Rita had three children.

Given Birth
Surname Names Date of Birth Gender Father Mother Residence District Book/Page
DAVENPORT John 05-May-1928 M Arthur Gladys Adelaide Adelaide  211A/563
Vernon Rita

DAVENPORT TOMS

DAVENPORT  Hilaire 01-Dec-1923 F Arthur Gladys Adelaide Adelaide  126A/262
Vernon Rita
DAVENPORT TOMS

DAVENPORT  Elizabeth  11-Dec-1926 F Arthur Gladys Adelaide Adelaide  185A/417
Anne Vernon Rita
DAVENPORT TOMS

After Rita's death, the Heathpool property was auctioned in July 1952 and Arthur would move to
Bridgewater where he would reside at for his remaining life.

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954),
Saturday 5 July 1952, page 19
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Two years after Rita's death, Arthur married a second time to Miss Margaret Murray.

Mail (Adelaide, SA: 1912 - 1954)
Saturday & November 1952, page 38

Quiet wedding

THE marriage of Miss
Margaret Murray, of
Medindie and Aldgate, to
Mr. Arthur Davenport, of
Heathpool, was quietly
celebrated last week,

National Library of Australia

Arthur had continued to play golf at the North Adelaide Golf Club throughout his life and also later at
the Mount Lofty Golf Links. He and Rita were avid bridge players with the "Duplicate Bridge Club" and
mixed in wide Adelaide social circles.

Arthur Vernon Davenport died on 16 July 1964 in South Australia at the age of 69 and was interned at
the Anglican North Road Cemetery, Nailsworth with his wife Rita, Mother, Father and two of his
siblings who had died in infancy.

Family Legacy

Arthur and Rita's son John attended St Peter's College and then studied medicine at Adelaide
University. In his first year he was awarded the Elder Prize. He graduated MBBS in 1952. In his final
year he won the Charles Gosse Medal for Ophthalmology.

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1934)
Thursday 5 December 1946, page 3

ELDER PRIZE IN
MEDICINE

Mr. John Davenport

Recommended
On the result of the first year
medical examinations announced
al the University of Adelalde yves-
terday. Mr n Davenport, of

He gained first place in the list
g'!'dnnm.“p tea who passed with
Mr. Davenport, who is & son of
Mr. and Mirs. Arthur Davenport
haz been in residenre at St. Mark's

College this . Before entering
the Unl this . he at-
tended St Peter’s ;
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Their two daughters both attended Presbyterian Girls' College.

Elizabeth married Harold Quigley in 1952.

Hilaire married Colin Moodie in 1954. She had been working as secretary to the editor of the British

publication "The Commonwealth".

Bombay
Wedding
Today

Sonth Nuastealinng Mies
“’l.!ll" lhi\
arrivedl I"m.’-;q'\ for

her wedding with the A )s-
'er Colin T Moodier to-
ny

For the ceremony in *the
Chureh of Eng'and chapel
Malabar Hill, Miss Daven-
port will wear a short off-
white frock of lare over
satin with a chic little hat

Alter visiting Darifeeling.
Mr Moodie and his wife
will live at the Australian
Legation, Strand Hotel an-
nexe. Raneoon
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Advertiser (Adelaide. SA : 1931 - 1954), Saturday 16 October 1954, page 12

Hilaire is the daughter of
Mr  Arthur Davennort. of
Bridgewater and the late
Mrs Davenport. Her
fance is the son ol Mr and
Mrs R T Moodie of Haw-
thorn. Victoria, formerly
ol SA.

From S.A.

An old scholar of St
Peter's and St. Mark's Col.
leges. SA, Mr Mboodie was
in charge of the Depart-
ment of External Affairs
London office before his ap-
pointment to Burma

Miss Davenport went to
England in 1852 This
vear she held an interesting
post a5 secretary to the
rditor of “The Common-
wealth ™

- - - e ~ .

National Library ot Australia

Profile Prepared by:

Rob O'Shannassy

AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial committee

Sources and Acknowledgments:

National Library of Australia - Trove (Digital Newspapers)

National Archives of Australia - WW1 Service Records

Virtual War Memorial Australia - Photograph of Arthur Vernon Davenport
Adelaide University Archives - University Calendars

Ancestry.com
Geneaology SA

Sir Samuel Davenport (1818-1906) (Photograph State Library of SA B5575)

Davenport, Arthur Vernon v.1




