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Lieut. William Russell Goodwin

Colman
(Military Cross)

Football Club: A Grade 1915
(Intervarsity 1921)
Cricket Club: B Grade (1914/15)
A Grade (1919/20-1921/22)
(Intervarsity 1921)
Sports Awards: Blue Football (1921) & Cricket (1922)
Degree: BE (1922)




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is
to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will
be recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of William

Russell Goodwin Colman. It is compilation of information and
photographs collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=59105
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William Russell G COLMAN

Regimental number 2552

Place of birth Woodbville, South Australia

Religion Congregational

Occupation Student

Address Upper Sturt, South Australia

Marital status Single

Age at embarkation 18

Next of kin Father, William Edward Colman, Upper Sturt, South Australia
Enlistment date 2 August 1915

Date of enlistment from Nominal Roll 26 July 1915

Rank on enlistment Acting Sergeant

Unit name 27th Battalion, 6th Reinforcement

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/44/2

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A24 Benalla

on 27 October 1915

Regimental number from Nominal Roll Commissioned

Rank from Nominal Roll Lieutenant

Unit from Nominal Roll 27th Battalion

Fate Returned to Australia 28 February 1919
Medals Military Cross

'For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. In broad daylight he led his
men across the open, entered the enemy line, and captured some 800 yards
of trench, together with 20 prisoners, inflicting considerable losses on the
enemy. The success of this operation was due to his courage and initiative.'
Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 23

Date: 12 February 1919

Other details Medals: Military Cross, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=59105

Service Record

Biography



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3273244

Early Life

William Russell Goodwin Colman (known as Russell and as "Joe") was born on the 10™ Of April 1897 at Woodville,
South Australia, the only child of William Edward Colman and Alice Louisa Waters. He was baptised at St. Margaret's,
Woodville, SA on the 29" May 1897. Tragically, Alice passed away on the 15™ October 1899 aged 27 years and 4
months. Joe’s father was a clerk in the accounts branch of the Post Office. William Snr had played A Grade Cricket for
North Adelaide and an uncle Robert William Waters played with Port Adelaide.

Schooling

Joe was at the Pulteney Street School in 1910 when he passed his Primary Examinations and he was awarded a
scholarship to attend St Peter’s College, Adelaide.

While at St Peter’s, Joe passed his Junior Examinations in December 1911 and Senior Examinations in December
1912 and five subjects in the Higher Public Examinations in December 1913. Joe was awarded a government bursary
in December 1913.

Joe played both football and cricket for St Peter’s College. He was a member of the Inter-collegiate Football team
who played Prince Alfred College in July 1913. He played cricket for St Peter’s in the SACA B Grade competition in the
1913/14 season and was a member of the Inter-collegiate Cricket team who defeated PAC in December 1913.

July 1913 Inter-collegiate Football Team

J T P S

Slale Library of Suclh Auslralia 280/1/17/840

Back row: Mr. F. A. Wyatt (sports master). C. C. Hayward, G. M. Muirhead, S. A. Fullerton, D. W. B. Middleton, R. B, Coulte, R. G. Horwood and C. A. L. Greig.
Middle row: C. E. Bagot, W. O. Jose (vice-captain), E. B. Lowe (captain), W. N. Riley, W. R. G. Colman, W. H. D. Stewart, and C. H. Fuller.
Front row: G. E. Jose, R. L. Bennett, L. C. E. Lindon and L. R. Pellew.

WRG Colman — Middle Row — Third from Right




December 1913 Inter-collegiate Cricket Team
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Members of Saint Peter's College cricket team, Adelaide. This is the team that played Prince Alfred College in
December 1913. Those appearing are: Back row (left to right) - L.C_E_ Lindon, E.B. Lowe, TA_ Caterer, A_P.
James, D.W.B. Middieton, R.G. Horwood. Middie Row (I to r) - RL. Bennett, W.N_ Riley, W.O_ Jose, H.O.
Hopkins. D_E. Colley. Front (1 to ) - W.R.G. Coiman. L_R. Pellew.

W.R.G. Colman - Front Row - Left

July 1914 Inter-collegiate Football Team

WRG Colman (Vice-Captain) — Middle Row — Third from Left
Back Row. W. H. Craven, R.G. Goodman, O. E. Colley, H.O. Killicoat, Mr. T.A. Caterer (Sports Master), P.A. Jennings, R.D. Hall and E.P. Hill
Middle Row. C.A.L. Greig, L.R. Pellew, W.R.G. Colman, W.H.D. Stewart (Captain), R.B. Coulter, R.G. Horwood, and G.E. Jose.
Seated in front. C. Roberts, K.G. Matheson, and G.L. Rutter




In 1914 Joe was a member of the committee which organised the St Peter’s College Sports and the Inter-collegiate
Sports. He represented St Peter’s at Inter-collegiate football (Vice-Captain), lawn tennis and cricket (Captain). In the
St Peter’s School Magazine (1914) Joe’s critique as a footballer was as follows:

December 1914 Inter-Collegiate Cricket Team
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WRG Colman Captain — Front Row - Third from Left

Joe played SACA B Grade cricket for St Peters in the first half of the 1914/15 cricket season. In one match against
Adelaide in December 1914 he made 47 runs and took 4 for 37.

He was third on the General Honours List in the Higher Public Examinations and was awarded the Angas Engineering
exhibition and a government bursary in December 1914. In March 1915 he passed Senior English Literature.

Pre War University

Joe commenced studying at Adelaide University in 1915 but did not complete any subjects that year as he enlisted
for WWI in July 1915, aged 18 years and 3 months.




Pre War University Sport

Cricket

Joe played B Grade Cricket for Adelaide University in the second half of the 1914/15 season. In the last match of the
season in April, he was the team’s highest scorer and the grade’s third highest scorer for an individual innings,
scoring 56 not out.

Football
Joe was a back for Adelaide University A grade in the 1915 season. Due to the high proportion of Amateur League

players enlisting, the 1915 season was curtailed and finished in August 1915. As Joe had not left for the front he was
able to play in the semi-final which University lost to Semaphore Central.

Rowing
Joe was also a member of the Adelaide University Boat Club as he was listed on the Oarsmen’s roll of honour in
August 1915.

World War |
W.R.G. Colman in camp at Helipolis, Egypt in 1916 (Colman family)

Joe signed his attestation papers on the 26™ July 1915 but is officially considered to have enlisted on the 2" of
August 1915 (SN 2552). He had his father’s permission to enlist. Joe was 5’7" tall, weighed 154 Ibs and had a fair
complexion, blue eyes and fair hair.

Joe embarked from Adelaide as an Acting Sergeant on the HMAT “Benalla” on the 27" October 1915. They dropped
anchor at Port Tewfik in Egypt near Suez on 20th November 1915, where they conducted further training, re-
organised and paused as the AIF extracted from Gallipoli and returned to Egypt.

Joe spent most of January 1916 at the No 2 General Hospital AIF, Ghezirch, Egypt with paralysis of the right side of
the face. On the 28" March 1916 he was reverted to a Corporal for failing to obey orders and in April 1916 he
reverted to the rank of Private at Estaples, France.

On the 29 June 1916 Joe was wounded in action while in France and was taken to the No 3 Stat. Hospital , Bologne,
France and then on the HS ‘Jan Breydel’ for England. He has received a gunshot wound to the face and in England he
was at Edmonton Military Hospital England. He was discharged from hospital on furlough on the 31t August 1916.

On the 20t September 1916 Joe was with the 7™ Training Btn. He contracted the mumps in November 1916 and was
at the Parkhurst Hospital then the Fargo Hospital before rejoining the 7™ Training Btn. at Rollestone.




On the 4" February 1917 Joe proceeded overseas to France and he was made a Lance Corporal on the 15" March
1917 then a Corporal on the 16" July 1917. On the 1t August 1917 Joe was transferred to the Officer Training Corps
and was promoted to 2" lieutenant on the 9™ November 1917. On the 14" December 1917 Joe proceeded overseas
to France and he was in Belgium by the 19" December 1917. He was promoted to Lieutenant on the 23™ April 1918,
a day later he was wounded in action but remained on duty.

During fighting near Villers Bretonneux on the 8" July 1918 (known as the ‘Peaceful Penetration’), “In broad daylight
he led his men across the open, entered the enemy lines, and captured some 800 yards of trench, together with 20
prisoners, inflicting considerable losses on the enemy. The success of the operation was due to his courage and
initiative.”

7th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

Headquarters,
8th July, 1918.
Headquarters,
2nd Australian Division.

REFORT ON MINOR OPERATION, JULY 8, 1918.

At 10 a.m. {o-day the 27th Battalion sent out a strong patrol
pader Lieut. W. R. G. Colman, 27th Battalion. This party ent_ered
the enemy’s trench a¢ C.26.b.9.1. and moved in a north-easterly direc-
tion. At the same time a second patrol left our block at P.31.b.3.0.
and moved in a south-westerly direction.

The first party curprised an enemy post, capturing 13 prisoners
(265 R.I.R.), 1 heavy M.G., ard killing 6 Germans. This length of
trench was captured by 10.40 a.m., and then occupied by a Company
of 27th Battalion. A bleck was established at P.21.b.05.35.

At 12.16 p.m. to-day the same two parties under Lieut. Colman,
entered the enemy’s trench south of the road at 0.36.d.95.99. and
worked along the trench in a south-westerly direction. This part of
the trench was cleared very quickly. Four prisoners (g7 I.R.) were
captured, and 1 L.M.G. The enemy trench running from the road
at P.31.c.05.95., to 0.36.d.8.4., to 0.36.d.5.4., was then occupied with-
cut opposition, and the newly captured trenches in 0.36.d. occupied
with one Company of 27th Battalion.

A post was established along the northern side of the railway
at 0.36.d.25.30.

Enemy Infantry showed no fight and there was no hostile artillery
or machine gun fire. Late in the afternoon the enemy started sniping
at a distance of 1,000 yards.

The trenches captured were in fair condition, and though very
shallow in parts, still serve a very good continuous line with a good
field of fire.

The whole operaticn was carried out with exceptional skill, daring
and promptness, and reflected the greatest credit on 21l who took
part.

There were no casualties on our side.
Man. A. Wisdon,

Brig. General,
Commanding 7th Australian Infantry Brigade.

As a result on the 31° July 1918 Joe was awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.”




From the 20" July to 2" August 1918 Joe was at the Army Rest Camp and on the 24" August 1918 proceeded to
England on leave. From 26 October to 9" November 1918 he was in Paris on leave. On the 26" January 1919, Joe
embarked to England for RTA (return to Australia) he was demobilised on the 13 February 1919.

On the 28™ February 1919 Joe returned to Australia on the ‘Anchises’ and disembarked at Adelaide on the 16" April
1919.




In November 2013 the book ‘There and Back with a Dinkum’ (Paperback ISBN: 9781925003604)

by W.R.G. Colman, edited by Claire Woods and Paul Skrebels was published. In the persona of his narrator, John
Carlton, Colman journeys from schoolboy cricket captain in Adelaide to infantry officer on the Western Front, where
he is twice wounded and awarded the Military Cross for gallantry. A thoughtful and intelligent writer, he tells what it
means to be a civilian in a soldier's world.

Post War University

On his return to Australia Joe returned to studying engineering at Adelaide University and at the School of Mines.

In July 1919 before a crowd of 35,000 Joe represented the 27" Battalion in a football match against the 10%"
Battalion.

Members of the 27th Battalion Football Team which defeated the 10th Battalion Team 10 goals 5 to 4 goals 5 on Adelaide
Oval in front of a crowd of 35,00l

B 27th Battalion Football Team [l
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W.R.G. Colman Back row 2nd on right




In March 1920 he competed in the mixed doubles handicap at the South Australian Open Tennis Championships in
Adelaide.

At the School of Mines he passed such subjects as Assaying | and Machine Designs. In May 1921 Joe was awarded a
bursary from the Mining and Metallurgical Bursaries Fund. In December 1921 he completed the necessary
examination to gain a fellowship diploma from the Department of Mining and in December 1922, he completed the
necessary practical work he was awarded the Fellowship Diploma. He completed the practical work at Broken Hill.

He gained his Bachelor of Engineering in December 1922.

Post War University Sport

Football
Joe may have played some B Grade matched for Adelaide University in 1920. He played Intervarsity football for
Adelaide University in 1921 and was awarded a Blue for football in 1921.

W RG Coleman, J. E Ashlon D K McKenjic, WHullon(coad) CK Hashard, O Zieqles, E H. Fischer

W. Symons, [ C Borden, TW.Tassie(v) H.G Prest(copt) RO Fox, (MHone, HL Davie

I A.Farranl, (e W:Nm(g‘_ AS DB Coxcks. L.T. Gun, E.J Swon

Won by Melbourne —aquq lo 8-a Held in Meolbosene

W.R.G. Colman — Back Row — 1st on Left




Cricket

Joe played A Grade cricket for Adelaide University in the 1919/20 to 1921/22 seasons. In December 1921 Joe played
Intervarsity cricket for Adelaide University. He scored 18 runs in the first innings of the match. He was awarded a
Blue for Cricket in 1922 making him a Double Blue.

December 1921 — Adelaide University Intervarsity Team
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1921 h:ervarsity - Held in Adelaide - Won by Sydney
.

back row: J Howlett (carefaker), W.M.Symonds, W.R G.Cclman, LT.Gun, A B Barker, RT.Smith, E.J Harbison, scorer front row: J.F Astley, |.V.Pellew (vice capt),
G.E Jose (capt), H.M.Fisher, TD.Finey held in Adelaide: won by Sycney

W.R.G. Colman — Back Row — Third from Left

Career & Family Life

On the 7 January 1922, Joe married Mary Winifred Dick, the daughter of John Dick at the Holy Trinity Church,
Adelaide. They had a son who was born in late 1923 or early 1924 (Grahame Russell) and a second son born on the
20t August 1926 (Geoffrey William).

Joe and Mary lived at Broken Hill. Joe was awarded his Victory Medal at the Anzac Commemorations at Broken Hill in
1922. He joined the RSL Cricket team then in September 1923 the St Peter’s Cricket Club at Broken Hill. Joe
represented the Barrier District Cricket League in a match against the Gawler Association at Gawler, SA in April 1924,
East Torrens in Broken Hill in January 1925 and the SA Association in March 1926. In late September or early October
1926 the family left Broken Hill.

On the 5™ October 1926 Joe departed Brisbane onboard the ‘Marella’ bound for Singapore. In a letter to the
secretary of the Barrier District Cricket League in January 1927 Joe stated that he was in good health and settling
down in his new surroundings.




Joe was working at Pungah, Siam (Thailand). It is unclear when the family joined him but it appears that Joe later
moved to a position in the Federal Malay States (FMS, Malaysia). In 1929, Mary and the two boys (aged 6 and 2)
returned to Australia from Singapore. They arrived in Fremantle, WA on the 15™ July 1929.

Their country of residence and their intended future country of residence were both recorded as FMS so the trip
appears to have been a holiday.

The family may have moved to Tasmania as early as November 1930, however the first definite record from the
newspapers of Joe’s residence in Tasmania is in June 1931 when he is listed as playing golf at the St Helens Golf Club.

Joe was manager of the Siamese Tin Syndicate Ltd (the largest and most complete alluvial tin mining operation in
Tasmania). In September 1932 he captained the employees of the Siamese Tin Syndicate Ltd in a cricket match
against the St Helens team.

8T. HELENS v. SIAMESE CO.

Much interest was taken in the mat:h
at St. Helens on Saturday between the
local team and a team compnising the
men employed by the Shamese Tin
Syndicate Ltd. A good crowd watched
the match, which was keenly contest-
ed. The final scores were:—

Slamese Co., 6—10.

St. Helens, 5—9.

Bewt for Siamese Co., which wag cap.
tained by the manager (Mr. W. R. G.
Colman), were I. Dwyer, T. Dwyer,
J. Munroe, R, Fitagerald, R, Blair, and
F. Woolley; and for St, Helens, J. But-
ton (captain), L. Barber, V. Haley, G.
Wright, ang S. Clifford.

M. Russell umpired.

J. Treioggen for St. Helens had to re-
tireatthe beginning of the last quarter
gor medical attention with a fraxtured
aw.

After the match over 50 guests sat
down to dinner at the Bay View Hotrl,
when both teanmys were the guests of the
Siamese Tin Syndicate.

In about 1933 Joe’s father moved to St Helens, Tasmania. In August 1934 Joe and Mary were among the delegates of
the Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy who visited the Mt Lyall Company mines at Queenstown,
Tasmania. Joe was a keen Tennis player. Joe competed in the annual Hobart summer tournament in January 1935
and he won the St Helens Tennis Association (Mens) championship in 1935.

In April 1935 Joe and Mary were in Adelaide. They were given a farewell luncheon by members of the 27t Battalion
before their departure to London to attend the King’s Jubilee celebrations. They returned to Australia via
Southampton, England onboard the ‘Hobson Bay’ which departed on 11" September 1935 and arrived at
Freemantle, WW on the 16 October 1935.

In March 1936 Joe was appointed a member of the Licensing Court for Portland, Tasmania.

On the 3™ of September 1936, Joe’s father passed away, aged 70. He was buried at the Carr Villa Cemetery.
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From February 1937 to February 1938 Joe was the President of the Portland sub-branch of the RSSILA (RSL) at St
Helens. In May 1937 Joe was in Adelaide for the 22" anniversary of the embarkation of the 27t Battalion.

OFFICERS MEET
AGAIN

27th Batt. Reunion

About 35 officers of the 27th Batta-
lion Club met at an informal luncheon
at the Returned Soldiers’ Club today.

The reunion of members -of the bat-
talion, on the twenty-second anniver-
sary of its embarkation. will be held]
tonight.

The original commander, Col. W.
Dollman, presided at the luncheon to-
day. Another commander, Col. J. C.
F. Slane, was present. The third officer
to command the battalion. Col. F. R.
Chalmers, is in Tasmania. He sent a
telegram to hig colleagues today. “Good
luck and best wishes."” Greetings were
also received by the secreiary (Lieut
S. S. Woods) from other officers in nther
States. .

The president of the Returned Sol-
diers’ League (Major W. 8. Hoskin2)
was present as 3 27th Battalion oMi-
cer,

Three members came from other
States—Lieut W. R. G Colman from
Tasmania. and Capt. W J. Dickens and
Lieut. E, Hollowav from Victoria Capt.
Dickens motored 750 miles from Gillies-
tor to be present

The battalion's padre. the Rev. A
H. Gallop. sent greetings from Svdnev
The Rev. A. I Brown. of Walkerville,
was present as an officer of the batta-
lion. He enlisted as a nrivate and re-
turned as a lieutenant. ioining the
Methodist Ministrv after the war

\

Joe and Mary’s two sons attended Hutchins School, a boarding school in Hobart. Both Grahame and Geoffrey were
good sportsmen and scholars. Grahame won the Senior Newcastle Scholarship in 1936, he played tennis, was a cadet
and a member of the school cricket premiership side. In 1940 he was Dux of the School and won a scholarship.
Geoffrey was the School Tennis Captain in 1941.

Joe was again President of the Portland RSL in 1939 and he gave an address at the Anzac commemorations that year.
During WWII Joe continued in his role at manager of the Siamese Tin Syndicate Ltd. He was still playing golf at the St




Helens Golf Club and had been appointed a Justice of the Peace. From March 1940, Joe was Chairman of the St
Helens branch of the Red Cross Comfort s Fund.

COMFORTS FUND

Mr. W. R. G, Colman was elected
chairman and Mr. W. L. Whittaker hon,
sec. when a branch
of the Comforts
Fund was formed in
March, 1840. When
leaving to enlist for
home defence, the
secretary's position
was taken by Miss
M. Whittaker, and
her resignation re-
cently, when trans-
ferred to Hobart, i@
left the osition §
again vacant. Thel
appointments of "

rs. W. R. Colman o W
as secretary and Miss Gwen McPhail
assistant secretary were made at the
monthly meeting.

Joe and Mary’s elder son, Grahame, attended Melbourne University, Victoria. He played cricket for the University
and was awarded a Half Blue in April 1946. On gaining his MB BS he was appointed a resident at Prince Henry’s
Hospital in March 1946. He married Lesley Patricia Briant, the daughter of Mr and Mrs L P Briant, 113 Warrigal Rd,
Surry Hills, Victoria. After completing his residency Grahame commenced a practice at Surry Hills in September 1917.
Grahame and Lesley had a son, William Russell, born 24 June 1947 and another son (probably John Campbell
Colman) born on the 11" January 1949.

In April 1946 the St Helens Golf Club was revived after a three year recess due to WWII and Joe was elected
President of the Club. He was still the President in 1954.

Joe and Mary’s younger son, Geoffrey, attended the University of Tasmania from 1946, where he studied law. In
1947 he was Captain of the University’s Intervarsity Football team. He was admitted to the Bar in Tasmania in 1948.
Geoffrey became engaged to Ella Dawn Greuber, New Town, in January 1949. Geoffrey was an associate to the Chief
Justice of Tasmania (Sir James Morris). The couple moved to Melbourne and Geoffrey was admitted to the Victorian
Bar in May 1950.

April 1950

[ PRI

M. AND MRS W. R, G. Col-
man, of St. Helens, left

it the week-end for a visit to

relutives in Melbhourne,




On the 2" September 1954 Geoffrey and Ella had a son (probably Christopher Russell Colman) at Moss Giles
Hospital, Surry Hills, Victoria.

By 1958 Joe and Mary had moved to Victoria and were living at 1 Acacia Street, Camberwell, Vic.
Tragically for family, Grahame Russell Colman passed away in 1964, aged 40.

Death

William Russell Goodwin Colman passed away on the 15" January 1966, aged 68 years.

In 1977 Mary was living at 1/2 William Street, Ringwood, Vic.

Geoffrey William Colman became a QC, he passed away in the year ending 30 June 2009.

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer - AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee
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