
 

 
 

Lieut. Leslie George William Caust 

 

 
 

Played with Adelaide University  

 

 

Football Club: A Grade (1911 & 1912) 

(Intervarsity Football 1911 & 1912) 

Cricket Club:  A & B Grade (1910/11 – 1912/13) 

Degree:  BA (1921 - Teacher)  



 

 
 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Leslie George 

William Caust.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 



 

The AIF Project 
 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=49209 
 

 
 

Leslie George William CAUST 
 

Regimental number 2709 

Date of birth --/01/1889 

Place of birth Summertown, South Australia 

Religion Methodist 

Occupation School teacher 

Address Summerton, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 26 

Next of kin Francis J Caust, Summerton, South Australia 

Enlistment date 18 May 1915 

Date of enlistment from Nominal Roll 27 May 1915 

Rank on enlistment Private 

Unit name 10th Battalion, 8th Reinforcement 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A68 Anchises 

on 2 September 1915 

Regimental number from Nominal Roll Commissioned 

Rank from Nominal Roll Lieutenant 

Unit from Nominal Roll PSL 

Promotions 2nd Lieutenant 
 

Unit: Gen INF Reinf 

Promotion date: 28 October 1916  

Lieutenant 
 

Unit: Perm Super List 

Promotion date: 1 December 1917  

Fate Returned to Australia 3 July 1919 

  

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=49209


 

Service Record 
 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3221662 
 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3221662


 

Biography 
 

Early Life 

 

Leslie (Les) George William Caust was born on the 19th January 1889 at Summertown, SA. He was the son of Francis 

(Frank) James Caust and Annette Caust (nee Kennings).  Les’s father was an undertaker in the Chain of Ponds and 

Summerton areas of South Australia. 

 

Les had six siblings. They were Louis Victor ( b 1886 ), Edgar Horace ( b 1890 ), Ina Miriam ( b 1893 ), Arnold Francis 

Harcourt ( b 1896), Reginald Allan (b 1897) and Bessie Alva (b 1900). 

 

Schooling 

 

Les commenced his schooling at Uraidla and was an unpaid monitor at the Uraidla School from 1902-1905. He 
passed the Education Department Candidates Examination in 1904. He was confirmed as a Pupil Teacher in May 
1906 and attended The Pupil Teachers' School in Grote Street, Adelaide in 1906 and 1907 (became Adelaide High 
School in 1908). In September 1906 he passed the School of Arts examination in First Grade Model Drawing. Les 
passed the Junior (1908) and Senior Examinations (1909). He was also described in a later AHS Magazine article as a 
good cricketer.  
 

Adelaide High School Magazine 1915 

 
 
 
In 1908 and 1909, Les was a pupil teacher at Uraidla. In August 1909 he was promoted from third grade to fourth 
grade. He played football (captain) and cricket for Summerton and was secretary of the Literary Society. 
 
 

July 1909 

 

 
Sadly for the Caust family, Les’s mother, Annette, passed away in July 1909 after a short illness.  
 
 



 

 

Adelaide University 
 

Les studied at the University Training College (Teachers) in 1910-1911 and continued to study toward his Bachelor of 

Arts at the University of Adelaide until he enlisted for WWI in 1915. After WWI he returned to his studies and gained 

his BA in 1921. 
 

Adelaide University Sport 
 

Rowing  
 

Les rowed for Arts III in the Adelaide University Schools regatta held in August 1910.  

 

Cricket 
 

Les played for the Adelaide University Cricket Club in the 1910/11 to 1912/13 seasons. In his first year he played all 

his games for the B Grade team.  A very useful batsman and occasional bowler and wicket keeper, he performed well 

throughout the season but was always unlikely to gain promotion into the established and talented A grade team.  

Les finished the season with 335 runs at an average of 27.9. At the end of the second completed round of matches 

University were on top of their Division 1 and were to play leaders of Division 2 (East Torrens) in the Grand Final.  

 

B Grade Batting Statistics and Premiership Table - AUCC Season 1910/11 

 

 

 

In the hard fought B Grade Grand Final held in late April 1911 on the St Peter's College Oval, Les was the third 

highest scorer for University with 33 from a first innings total of 189. Unfortunately the side lost the B Grade grand 

final narrowly to East Torrens in a very exciting finish.  



 

               
 

Les played 8 of the 10 A Grade games  in the 1911/12 seasons, however he only made it to the crease on 5 occasions 

and in  1912/13 seasons  he played the first 2 games in A Grade having a single innings and failing to score. At this 

stage his teaching duties may have interfered with his cricket and his last few games for the Club were in B Grade, 

without much success. 
 

A Grade Averages 1911/12 Season 

 
 

 



 

Football 

Les played A Grade football for the Adelaide University Football Club in 1911 & 1912 (the first two years of the 

Amateur League). He was a member of the 1911 Premiership side. Les also represented Adelaide University in the 

Intervarsity matches held in 1911 and 1912.  
 

 

LGW Caust – Back Row - Seventh from Left 

Pre War Career 
 

In 1912 Les was appointed an Assistant Teacher at Le Fevre Peninsula District High School (Semaphore South), this 

was followed by Assistant Teacher positions at Adelaide High School (Jan-May 1913) and Port Pirie District High 

School from May 1913 until May 1915 when Les enlisted for WWI. While at Pt Pirie, the Inspector’s comments on Les 

were “earnest, anxious, intelligent, influential, effective in teaching and discipline, a fine sportsman’. 
 

World War I 
 

Les enlisted in the AIF on the 17th May 1915 as part of the 8th Reinforcements of the 10th Battalion. He was 26 years 
old, 5’10¼ ” and weighed 171lbs. His trade on enlistment was classified as School Teacher.  
 

 
 

Les embarked at Adelaide for overseas on the 2nd September 1915 aboard the Morea. . He injured his knee on 
Lemnos Island off Gallipoli in November 1915 and the knee continued to cause him trouble through the war. He 
joined the 43rd Battalion on 20th November 1916 and was appointed a Lance Corporal on 1st March 1916 and then 
Corporal on 7th August 1916. 
 



 

On 28th October 1916 Leslie was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant with the 10th Battalion and on 1st December 1917 
to Lieutenant. Les was wounded on 25 July 1916 at Pozieres with a gunshot wound to the hand and spent 2 days in 
hospital before being classified as fit. He was one of the 350 men who were killed, wounded or missing at Pozieres. 
 

 
 

 

Group portrait of officers and non-commissioned officers of 
8th Reinforcements of the 10th, 12th and 16th Battalions, 

at Mitcham camp in 1915 (later Colonel Light Gardens), Adelaide, South Australia. 

 

LGW Caust – Back Row – Second from Left 

Identified from left to right 

Back row: 2568 Corporal (Cpl) Leslie Gordon Shannon from Bagot's Well, SA; 2709 Pte Leslie George William Caust from 

Somertown, SA (later Lt); 2567 Cpl Alan Kenmore Brooker, from Kent Town, SA; Cpl Mac... (unidentified), 2608 Cpl Roy Reginald 

Foulkes from Gilles Plains, SA (later Sergeant); and 2631 Cpl Douglas Bertram Bert Crisp from Rosewater, SA. 

Second row from back: 2606 Sergeant (Sgt) James Finlay from Hyde Park, SA; 2559 Sgt David Jesse Henry Millard from Port Pirie 

SA; 2603 Cpl George Evans from Stepney, SA; 914 Sgt Leonard Charles Gardner from Murray Bridge, SA (later Company 

Quartermaster Sergeant); 2593 Sgt James Eric Mayne from North Adelaide (later Company Sergeant Major); and 2664 Sgt 

Samuel (Sammy) Aynsworth Osborne from Prospect , SA (later awarded the Military Medal). 

Third row: 2558 Cpl William Roland (Bill) Brooker, from Kent Town; 2592 Cpl Ernest George Hodge from Alberton SA (later Lt); 

2602 Sgt Maurice Leonard (Len) Gurr from North Kensington, SA (killed in action in France between 6-10 April 1917); 2600 Lance 

Corporall Libby Sibly (Lib) Waye from Willunga, SA; unknown, unknown, and 2632 Sgt Hugh Gordon Garland from Alberton, SA 

(later Lt and awarded DCM and MM and killed in action in France on 3 May 1918); 

Front row: Lt Stewart; Lt Herman Fritz Hubbe from Knightsbridge, SA (later Captain and killed in action in France on 23 July 
1916); Lt James (Jim) Churchill Smith from Prospect, SA (later Major and awarded MC and bar and MID); Lt Colin Macpherson 

Smith from Cockburn, SA (died of wounds at Passchendaele, Belgium on 6 October 1917 (brother of the aviators Ross and Keith 
Smith)); Lt. Virgil Tucker from Ballarat, Victoria (later Captain and killed in action at Bullecourt, France on 11 April 1917). 



 

 May 1917 

 
 

Les returned to Australia aboard the Zealandic, disembarking in Adelaide on 20th August 1919. His appointment in 
the AIF was terminated on 29th October 1919. 
 
Les’s brother Arnold was a Private in the 27th and later in the 10th. He was wounded in 1916 and in August 1918 he 
was taken to the Beauford War Hospital, Bristol, UK with appendicitis. He returned to Australia on the ‘City of York’ 
in February 1919.  
 

Post War Career and Family Life 

 
On returning to Adelaide, Les was appointed an assistant teacher at Woodville High School and from January 1920 
he was appointed an assistant teacher at Norwood High School. 
 
Les married Eva Janet Dunstone in Port Adelaide in 16th December 1919. 
 
Les became a Senior Master at Norwood High School in 1921 and Deputy Head Master in 1929. Having returned to 
his studies, Les gained his BA in December 1921. 
 
Les and Eva had a daughter Margaret Kennings (born 15 October 1920), a son David Kennings (born 29 November 
1922), a daughter Gwenyth Christina (born in 2nd March 1926) and a son Leslie James (born 1 June 1930). 
 
After 18½ years of service as a teacher and aged 41 years, Les was appointed a School Inspector in September 1930. 
He was inspector of the Mid North District and was based at Port Pirie and lived on Balmoral Road, Port Pirie. 
 



 

Les became a member of the Kingston Park Golf Club while at Port Pirie and his name regularly appeared in the 
newspapers in relation to golf competitions.  
 

January 1935 School Inspectors Annual Conference 

 

LGW Caust – Back Row – Fourth from Left 

 
In August 1938 it was reported that Les was playing much better golf this season at Port Pirie. 
 

 
 

September 1938 – Conference of School Inspectors 

 

LGW Caust – Back Row – Third from Left 



 

 
 

January 1940 – Conference of School Inspectors 

 

LGW Caust – Back Row – Fourth from Left 

 

From January 1940 to June 1945, Les was based at Kadina on Yorke Peninsula and he and the family were living at 

Winter Street, Kadina East. Les became an active member of the Kadina Golf Club.  

 
In 1940 Les and Eva’s elder daughter Margaret was studying toward a Bachelor of Arts at Adelaide University. In May 
1944 she became engaged to Alec, the eldest son of Mr & Mrs AG Ward of Kadina. They were married in September 
1944. They had a son born on the 19th December 1948. 
 
Les’s father, Frank, passed away in June 1942. In mid 1945, Les and the family moved to Toorak Gardens, Adelaide, 

SA.  

 
Les and Eva’s elder son, David Kennings commenced studying medicine at Adelaide University in 1941. He enlisted as 
a Private on the 7th October 1941. As his WWII record has not been digitised we do not know any further details of 
his WWII service. He gained his MB BS from Adelaide University in 1946. In February 1947 he married Frances 
Therese (Tess) Kinnane of Colonel Light Gardens, SA. The couple had a son born on the 14th December 1947. 
 
In February 1948, Les and Eva’s younger daughter, Gwenyth, married Dr John H Slade, the son of Mr and Mrs 
JHG Slade of Burke Street, Tusmore. They had a daughter, Christina, on the 29th June 1953. 
 
Les was appointed assistant superintendent of primary schools in December 1948.  
 
In May 1952, Les and Eva’s younger son, Leslie became engaged to Patricia Noyes, the daughter of Mr & Mrs AT 
Noyes of Beulah Park. The couple married in May 1954. Leslie James Caust gained his MB BS from Adelaide 
University in 1954. 
 
In January 1954, aged 65 years, Les retired and his views on the changes in education were published. 
 



 

 

Death 
 
Tragically, less than a year after his retirement, Leslie George William Caust died in Adelaide, SA on 14th October 
1954 at his residence at 115 Watson Ave, Toorak Gardens, SA. He was buried at Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide. 
Eva Janet Caust died in 1965 aged, 75 years.  

 



 

 

Family Legacy 
 
Margaret Kennings Ward was awarded an AM for services to education in the Australia Day honours list of 1980. She 
passed away on the 10th September 1986. She had been living at Toorak Gardens, Adelaide, SA.  
 
Dr David Kennings Caust passed away on the 23rd August 1968, aged 45. He and Tess were the parents of Martin, 
Josephine, Catherine, Lesley and Margaret.  
 
Gwenyth Christina Slade became a senior tutor in Economics at Flinders University, South Australia. Her husband Dr 
John H Slade (MB BS, Adelaide University, 1946) was a specialist in the field of ophthalmology. They lived at Unley 
Park, Adelaide. Their daughter, Emeritus Professor Christina Slade, was Vice-Chancellor of Bath Spa University from 
January 2012 to August 2017. 
 
Dr Leslie James Caust moved to Victoria and was a member of the ear, nose and throat unit at the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital. He lived at 635 Walpple Street, Kew, Victoria and passed away in 1999. 
 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer - AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

 
Sources and Acknowledgements: 

 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/368752 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C203766?image=2 
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C203766 
https://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/browse/person/115776 
The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – Leslie GW Caust) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Ancestry.com.au 
Chronicle (Adelaide), Thursday 21 October 1954 
http://thesignsofthetimes.com.au/57/678045.htm 
University of South Australia 
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/condon/teachers/Teachers.asp?TeacherID=7430 
www.adelaidehs.sa.edu.au/ 
World War 1 from the AHS Magazines.pdf 

University of South Australia 
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/condon/teachers/Teachers.asp?TeacherID=7430 
Kym Bielby AUFC/AUCC WW1 Researcher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caust, Leslie George William  v.1 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/368752
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C203766?image=2
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C203766
https://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/browse/person/115776
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html
http://thesignsofthetimes.com.au/57/678045.htm
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/condon/teachers/Teachers.asp?TeacherID=7430
http://www.adelaidehs.sa.edu.au/
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/condon/teachers/Teachers.asp?TeacherID=7430

