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Lieut. Lancelot Carthew MM

Military Medal

Football Club: 1914 & 1915

(Intervarsity Football 1914)

and
Cricket Club: 1914/15
Sports Awards: 1914 Blue for Football
Student Teacher when enlisted for WWI

Degree - BA (1932)




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is
to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will
be recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Lancelot

Carthew. It is compilation of information and photographs
collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=48170

Lancelot CARTHEW
Regimental number
Place of birth
Religion
Occupation
Address

Marital status

Age at embarkation
Next of kin
Enlistment date
Rank on enlistment

Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll number

Embarkation details

Regimental number from Nominal Roll
Rank from Nominal Roll
Unit from Nominal Roll

10762

Scotts Creek, South Australia
Methodist

Student

Stott's Creek, South Australia

No

22

Mother, Mrs S A Carthew, Stott's Creek, South Australia
7 September 1915

Gunner

Field Artillery Brigade 6, Reinforcement 2
13/34/2

Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A19 Africon 5
January 1916

Commissioned

Lieutenant
6th Field Artillery Brigade

Recommendations (Medals and Awards) Military Medal

Fate
Medals

Other details

Recommendation date: 15 September 1917
Effective abroad (still overseas)

Military Medal

'On the 14th September, 1917, at ZILLEBEKE, the 18th Battery position was
heavily shelled from 3 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. with 5.9" and 8". At 3.36 p.m. an
ammunition dump alongside No. 1 gun was hit and it and the gun pit
caught fire. These men [8360 M.A. COCKER, 8381 D.D. BRADBURY, (8381) Lt
E.J. SHEPHERD, (10762) Lt L. CARTHEW] on Lieutenant DODD calling for a
party rushed out of the shelter trench in the face of the heavy fire and with
water from adjacent shell holes succeeded in putting it out. Later the pit
was again hit and it and the ammunition and an adjacent pit caught fire.
These men again went out with Lieutenant DODD in the face of the shelling
and succeeded in saving the guns and ammunition. They displayed great
gallantry and determination in the face of very considerable danger.'
Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 31

Date: 7 March 1918

War service: Western Front
Medals: Military Medal, British War Medal, Victory Medal



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=48170
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=ART.FAB6R2

RSL Virtual Memorial

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/149585

Service number 10762, Gunner, 6th Field Artillery Brigade , AIF WW1

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/549968

Service number S75466, Lieutenant Colonel, Born 25 Apr 1893, Died 10 Feb 1967
Biography

World War I:

Enlisted in Scotts Creek, South Australia 7th September 1915

Service number 10762

2nd Reinforcements, 6th Field Artillery Brigade

Awarded the Military Medal 6th October 1917

Commonwealth of Australia Gazette:
7 March 1918 - Page 399, position 105

London Gazette:
19 November 1917 - Page 11974, position 6

World War II:

Enlisted in Mount Gambier, South Australia 15th April 1942
Service number S75466

9th Battalion South Australia Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC)
Retired 14th February 1946

Personal:

Attended The University of Adelaide, completing a Bachelor of Arts.

Played for Sturt in the South Australian National Football League (SANFL), debuting 31st July 1920 in round 12 as the

220th senior player of the club.

Married Doris Cleggett in 1923



https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/149585
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/549968

WWI Service Record



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3215390

Biography:

Early Life

Lancelot was born in 1893, the son of Stephen Pellew Carthew and Sarah Ann Mackereth." He had four brothers
Stephen, Sydney, George, and John and four sisters Mrs. Norris (of Adelaide), Mrs. J. McNamara (of Blackwood ) and
Misses Stella and Ada Carthew (per his father’s headstone at Scott Creek Cemetery)."

Education

Lance attended Adelaide High School where he completed his Primary Public Exams in 1909 and Junior Public Exams
in 1910. In the Senior Public Exams in 1911 he passed seven subjects and was mentioned in the General Honor List..
While at Adelaide High School he demonstrated excellent sporting attributes playing both football and cricket. He
captained the football team in 1911.

Adelaide High School 1st Football Team 1909

Adelaide High School 1st Football Team 1910




Adelaide High School 1st Football Team 1911
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Adelaide High School 1st XI Cricket Team 1910
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Adelaide High School 1st XI Cricket Team 1911
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Adelaide University

After High School he began studying to become a Teacher at the Teachers Training College and completed subjects
at the Adelaide School of Arts and Adelaide University.

Adelaide University Sports

Lance played both Football (1914 & 1915) and Cricket (1914/15) for Adelaide University. He played in the 1914

Intervarsity Football match against Melbourne University and gained a Blue for Football."” Lance was also a member
of the Adelaide University Rifle Club."

1914 AUFC ‘A’ TEAM

BACK ROW: T.B. Sard, W.]. Phillips, A.E. Williams, J.B. Laurie, C.R. Cole, W.]: Price, A.H. Limb, E.G. Dorsch,
L. Carthew, ].D. Northley, C. Gurner. !
MIDDLE ROW: N.V. Mengerson, C.E. Pellew, L.A. Hayward (Vice-Captain), J.W. Blacket (Captain), D.M. Steele, W.A. Rollison.
FRONT ROW: L.G. Holmes, F.E. Williams, H.C. Thrush, W.0O. Jose.




World War |

Lance enlisted on 7 September 1915 as a Gunner in the Field Artillery Brigade. He was a 22 year old student and was
described as 5 foot 10 inches high with a medium complexion, blue eyes and dark hair. Lance embarked from
Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A19 Afric on 5 January 1916.

His service was on the Western Front.

Group portrait of 18th Battery in 1916. FiSS.
18th Australian Field Artillery Battery .
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10762 Bdr Lancelot Carthew (2nd Row from back 6th on Left)

He received the Military Medal for action at Zillebeke on 14 September 1917 for “great gallantry and determination
in the face of very considerable danger”. Lance saw the matter quite differently and he described the incident as
follows, in a letter to the students at Adelaide High School.

"Thank you very much for the congratulations; in my case were hardly deserved, as | did nothing at all extraordinary
- the only thing was that there happened to be an officer nearby. You see, our gun post was set on fire by a shell
from Fritz, and as we had some stuff in it we dashed out to the rescue. The fire was put out and the gun and
ammunition saved, and | got my things, so everything was all right. He was putting over some 8-inch stuff at the
time, so it was a foolish thing to do; however we all got out of it, so was quite all right. Yes, | know sergeant
Bradbury. He was at the school the first year | was there. | knew him then. At present he is away from the battery
pretty ill with dysentery. All the same, you can cut the hero rot out, as there was nothing heroic about it - more of an
impulse than anything - to be heroic a thing must be deliberate in my estimation, and that was anything but
deliberate.”

He returned to South Australia on the Nestor on 12 December 1919.

Post War Studies
Lance recommenced his studies at Adelaide University in 1920 and gained a Division Il pass in Physics | in November
1920"". He was President of the Adelaide High School Old Scholars Association in 1920""




Sport
Lance played football for Sturt from 1920, commencing in the B grade and becoming the 220" A grade player for
Sturt when he played his first game on 31 July 1920.* He played 14 matches for Sturt in 1920-1921.%

Marriage and Family

Lance married Doris Cleggett on 26" December 1923 at Christ Church.” Lance and Doris’s first child (a son, Brian)
was born on 3rd November 1924." Their daughter was born in 1924, followed by a son (Lancelot George) who
tragically lived only 13 months™ and finally a son (John) in 1929.*

Career
Lance was Headmaster of five schools throughout a teaching career that spanned over 30 years.
e 1923-25 Burra High School.™
e 1926-36 Gladstone High School.™"
e 1937-38 Mt Barker High School™"
e 1939-51 Mt Gambier High School. *
e 1952-55 (Second Term) Port Pirie High School.™
e 1955-58 Unley High School™

1951 - Photograph of Mr Carthew, Headmaster of the Mount Gambier High School™
Other Activities
Lance was actively involved in the communities where he was Headmaster including being Captain of the Kooringa
Football team and the Kooringa Cricket Club 1925 . A member of the Kooringa Tennis and Burra Golf Clubs.
Secretary of the local RS&SI League.™

Further Studies
Lance graduated with a BA from Adelaide University in 1932.

World War Il Service

Lance served in the 9™ Battalion South Australian Volunteer Defence Corp (VDC) from 15™ April 1942 to 14 February
1946. The DVC was modelled on the British Home Guard.

Death
Lance died at the Blackwood Community Hospital on Feb. 10, 1967 and is buried in Centennial Park Cemetery, Plot:
RSL, Wall 126, Niche BO02*".

Family Legacy
(Sons)

Brian Carthew (b 1924 - d 1997) attended Adelaide University and graduated in 1947 with a Bachelor of Engineering
degree (Mining). He was employed by B.H.P. in Broken Hill after graduation.

John Carthew (b 1929 - d 2019) also studied at Adelaide University earning a Bachelor of Engineering degree
(Mining) in 1952. In the 1970s he was the Superintendent of Collieries, Queensland Coal Mining Company Ltd. He
was a member of the Panel of the Warden's Enquiry into the accident at the KIANGA NO. 1.UNDERGROUND MINE ON
SATURDAY, 20th SEPTEMBER, 1975. There had been 13 fatalities.



https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&GSln=Carthew&GSbyrel=in&GSdyrel=in&GSob=c&GRid=151939090&CRid=2213786&
http://trove.nla.gov.au/goto?i=picture&w=208516002&d=http://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/BRG+347/3665&s=Rj2dzqAueaO6xO9SpoJV5T3jlsWyUWtPR0h7eBaHQ7I=

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee)
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Team Photos
Adelaide High School Magazine
Adelaide University Football Club History, Fred Bloch

Military Photos
Australian War Memorial

Rob O'Shannassy (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee Researcher)

Carthew, Lance v.3
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