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Joseph Arnold BLACKET

Regimental number
Date of birth

Place of birth
School

Other training
Religion
Occupation
Address

Marital status

Next of kin

Previous military service
Enlistment date

Rank on enlistment

Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll number

Embarkation details

Regimental number from Nominal Roll
Rank from Nominal Roll
Unit from Nominal Roll

Promotions

Other details from Roll of Honour Circular

1667

--/08/1894

Goolunga, South Australia

Adelaide High School, SA

University Training College, SA

Methodist

School teacher

Sydenham Road, Norwood, South Australia
Single

Mother, Mrs Martha Blacket, Sydenham Road, Norwood,
South Australia

Served in the Citizen Military Forces, SA.
17 May 1915

Corporal

27th Battalion, 2nd Reinforcement
23/44/2

Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board
HMAT A61 Kanowna on 23 June 1915

Commissioned
Lieutenant
27th Battalion

2nd Lieutenant

Unit: INF27
Promotion date: 29 July 1916

He was killed by a German officer who had been taken
prisoner. The officer pulled out a pistol, shot Blacket, and
ran towards the German lines; he (the officer) was shot
and killed.



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=24063

Fate

Place of death or wounding

Date of death

Age at death

Age at death from cemetery records

Place of burial

Panel number, Roll of Honour,
Australian War Memorial

Miscellaneous information from
cemetery records

Family/military connections

Killed in Action 10 June 1918
Morlancourt, France

10 June 1918

23.9

23

Franvillers Communal Cemetery Extension (Plot I, Row F,
Grave No. 6), France

109

Parents: John and Martha J. BLACKET, Sailsbury, South
Australia. Native of Koolunga, South Australia
Brother: Captain John Wesley BLACKET, 27th Bn,

Mentioned in Despatches; killed in action, Messines, 4 July
1916

Note — Joseph was born at Koolunga, SA not Goolunga




Service Record

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=3088137
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Virtual War Memorial Australia

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/181005

BLACKET, Joseph Arnold

Personal Details Service History Personal Stories

Service Number: 1667
Enlisted: 17 May 1915, Keswick, South Australia
Last Rank: Lieutenant
Last Unit: 27th Infantry Battalion
Born: Koolunga, South Australia, 28 August 1894
Home Town: Morwood, South Australia
Schooling: Adelaide High School and University of Adelaide
Occupation: School Teacher

Died: Killed in Action, Morlancourt, France, 10 June 1918, aged 23
years

Cemetery: Franvillers Communal Cemetery Extension
I.LF.6.

Memorials: Angaston Methodist Honour Board WW1, Australian War
Memorial, Roll of Honour, Mational War Memorial (South
Australia), Norwood M The Fallen of WW1 & |l Kensington
& MNorwood District®, University of Adelaide WW1 Honour
Roll Mitchell Bldg®

Correction to the Virtual War Memorial Biography below.

Unfortunately the information that Joe played football for Adelaide University in the Amateur
League is incorrect.

Joe’s brother John Wesley (Jack) Blacket played for both Norwood and Adelaide University but all
evidence located to date shows that Joe only played for the Norwood Football Club.



https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/181005

Biography - Virtual War Memorial Australia

Brother of Capt. John Wesley Blacket (/explore/people/86275) who was killed in action in Belgium
on 04 Jul 1916.

Joseph Arnold Blacket was born on 28 August 1897 in Koolunga, South Australia. His parents were
Reverend John and Martha Jane Blacket. His religion was Methodist and he lived on Sydenham Road,
Norwood, South Australia. He received an education at Adelaide High School and Adelaide
University. He worked as a school teacher and played two games for the Norwood Redlegs before he
went to war. These 2 games were played on May 1 and May 15 and were against North Adelaide and
Sturt. Blacket was particularly sporty as he played footy at Adelaide University in the Amateur
League and played cricket as well. He studied at Adelaide High School and was attending university
when he enlisted. He was not only a member of the Norwood Redlegs but he was also part of the
choir at the Norwood Methodist Church. On May 17 1915, he enlisted for WW1 and was a member
of the 27th Infantry Battalion. He was 20 years 9 months old when he enlisted. His height was 5 feet
14 inches and his weight was 150 pounds. He had fair complexion and hair with grey eyes.
Additionally, he had a chest measurement of 32.5 - 35.5 inches. Prior to enlistement, he had
sufficient military experience to go to WW1 and attended the Mitcham Training Camp.

After enlisting, he embarked on the HMAT Kanowna A61 on 23 June 1915 with his battalion. He
arrived in Alexandria on September 4 1915 as a Corporal and had a service number of 1667. Blacket
was promoted to Sergeant on December 12 1915. Unfortunately, during that month, his battalion
was evacuated due to approximately 218 deaths and 75 missing soldiers. He proceeded to join the
B.E.F. (British Expeditionary Force) on March 16 1916. He disembarked Maxilla 5 days later after
fighting for the B.E.F. Blacket was promoted again to Sergeant Major on May 9 1916. On May 5
1917, Blacket was wounded in action and suffered from a fractured clavicle. He was transported
from France to Rouen where he spent a week in hospital. Then, Blacket was transferred to England
to another hospital in Wandsworth. He was discharged shortly after and on July 22 1917, he went to
Pham Downs and posted for the 7th Battalion. He fought in Pham Downs from July to November
1917. On December 1 1917, Blacket was transferred back to the 27th Battalion and fought in France
and Belgium. On June 11 1918, he was killed in action in France. He was shot by a German officer
who was being taken prisoner. Blacket spent all of the war on the Western Front except when he
was recovering in hospital.

Blacket was buried at the Franvillers Communal Cemetery and Franvillers Communal Cemetery
Extension in France. He has a memorial at the Adelaide HR1 University of Adelaide Mitchell Building
and the Angaston Methodist Honour Board WW1. There is also a monument where the Mitcham
Training Camp was held in honour of all the people who fought for Australia in WW1. Blacket and all
Australian soldiers will be remembered for their service in the war and their dedication to fighting
for their country.

Blacket's service in the war was excellent since he contributed over a period of 3 years. His family
has a history of serving in the war. His brother served in WW1 and was killed in action in Messines
onJuly 4 1916. Additionally, he had two other brothers who were Maurice Newton and Samuel
Bertram Blacket who both survived the war. ANZAC stands for Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps. Blacket, being an ANZAC soldier, reflected the ANZAC spirit in serving in the war for his
country. He fought for different troops and survived for most of the war, and showed true courage
during battle. His service and dedication during the war positively reflected the ANZAC spirit. His
family should also be honoured as they have fought for Australia as well.



https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/86275

Early Life

Joseph Arnold (Joe) Blacket was born on the 28th October 1894, the eighth of fifteen children born
to Rev John Blacket and his wife Martha Jane (Pattie) Fidler. Joe was born at Koolunga, SA.

Joe’s siblings were John Wesley (b 1886), Phoebe Matilda (b 1887), Caleb Edward (b 1889), Leonard
Whitefield (b 1888), Hilda Kathleen (b 1891), Ruth Fidler (b 1892), Maurice Newton (b 1893), Samuel
Bertram (b 1895), Minnie Constance (b 1897), Florence Martha (b 1898), Harry (b & D 1899)'Arthur
Howard (b 1901), Cyril Augustine (b 1904) and Kenneth Bernard (b 1906).

Joe’s father, Rev John Blacket, was a minister in the Methodist Church and he went on to serve in
thirteen Methodist circuits in South Australia, most of them in the country. His biography can be
read on the Australian Dictionary of Biography at http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/blacket-john-
5259. He wrote eight books of philosophy and history, most famously "History of South Australia"
about the first thirty years of South Australian settlement.

1910 - The Blacket Family

JA Blacket — Back Row — Far Right

Back Row: Caleb, Maury (Maurice), John (Father), Wes (John Wesley), Len (Leonard) and Joe (Joseph
Arnold)
Middle: Hilda, Minnie, Ruth, Cyril, Martha (Mother) with Bern (Kenneth Bernard aka Bernie), Phoebe
and Florence
Bert (Samuel Bertram), Arthur and Mick (the dog)

Photograph supplied by:
Michael Blacket son of Graham Blacket (the third of four children of Bernie and Edna Blacket)
Names provided by Gladys Edna Blacket (Michael’s grandmother)

! Neither the birth nor the death of Harry appears in South Australian Births, Deaths and Marriages records.
This was common for still births or for children who died soon after birth. Information supplied from Blacket
family history by Michael Blacket.
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Schooling

Joe Blacket along with many of his brothers and sisters entered their school work into the Northern
Agricultural Society Show at Auburn. Joe was awarded various prizes for his school work in 1906-
1908.

By December 1908 Joe was at school at Hindmarsh, SA when he passed the Education Department
Monitors Examination. (Class II, Division B). Joe was appointed an unpaid monitor at the Hindmarsh
School for 1909.

In July 1909, Joe represented the Hindmarsh School in a football match against Flinders Street
School to be the curtain raiser for the West Torrens Il and prospect match. Joe was named among
the best players for Hindmarsh School who easily won the match.

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912) - 16 July 1909

SCHOOLBOYS,

Arrangements have been made for &
imatch between Flinders Street and Hind-
miarsh Schoals at the Hindmarsh Oval prioe
to the eontest between West Torrens TI.
wnd  Prospeet Hindmarsh  School. —W,
Perking teaptain), L. Johns, F, Scriven, R.
Battve, R. Warhington, L. Oaten,
Groves, (i, Duncan, 8. Rutler, J. Blacket,
A, Adeeck, K. Wilson, W. McCloughes. C,
Payne. R, Pain, (. Robert=on, A. Tinkin,
and F. Swansbiry: emergencies. A, W
and F. Drew, Flinders Street Sebool —H.
rake (captain). L. Millar (vice), P, Beas-
lev, H. Green, JJ. McAnna, K, Scott, F.
Forsvth, T, Cook., I'. Rohb, A. Bates 8.
Jacohe, F. Morter R. Poumsett, G. Sin-
clair, W. Eicke. (. Rarrett, F. Whitt's, and
A. Vickery: emergenciex, W, Ketch and O.
Raymand,

e

In August 1909 Joe scored two of the six goals accumulated by Hindmarsh School when they
defeated North Adelaide School.

Joe was appointed an unpaid monitor at the Hindmarsh School for 1910 and he passed the Pupil
Teachers Entrance Examinations in December 1910.

From 1911 Joe attended Adelaide High School. He passed the School of Arts Examination in First
Grade Plane Geometry in June 1911 and Intermediate Solid Geometry in December 1911. Joe passed
six subjects (English Literature, English History, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry and Physics) in the
Junior Public Examinations in December 1911.

Joe became a member of the AHS Cricket team in 1911 and the football team in 1912. He played in
the Past versus Present scholars football match in August 1912.

In addition to his studies Joe was a teacher at the Bowden Sunday School in 1912.

Joe passed four subjects (English Literature, Modern History, Arithmetic and Algebra) in the Senior
Public Examinations in December 1912.




1911 - Adelaide High School - Cricket Team

‘ourzegew 100yos YFIH dpieIdpy 24l

ADELAIDE HIGH SCHOOL FIRST CRICKET ELEVEN

JA Blacket — Seated on Ground — At Left

1912 - Adelaide High School — Cricket Team

CRICKET TEAM. 1912

STANDING | €. L GOODEN. G EATON, £ M. JOHNCOCK W. FAVY © A DOWLING. A1 SMITH W £ 5 ARMITAGE.
BITTING . J. BLACKET L CARTHEW VICE-Carrain’ MN ALLEN (Cwicrsy Mastan) &€ W MATTNE® (Carrainl © RICHARDS.

JA Blacket — Seated — Far Left




1913 - Adelaide High School - Football Team

FIRST EIGHTEEN

JA Blacket — Front Row — Third from Left
In March 1913 Joe was promoted from Junior Teacher Second grade to Junior Teacher Third grade.

In April 1913, Joe’s father, Rev John Blacket was transferred with the Methodist Church from
Hindmarsh to Sydenham Road, Norwood.

Joe was among the best players for the AHS Football team when they played the Onkaparinga
Football Club at Balhannah Oval in August 1913. He scored three goals in the Past versus Present
football match in September 1913.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 8 September 1913

ADELAIDE !!!B! KBOOL. PAST VERSUS

M 15 10 behinds; Pasts, 2 s

5 behinds. Jose (3),

Blacket (3), Pomroy (2), Treloar (2),

), J Maddigan; Pasts,

&ldk.(!). Best Bawden_ JQn.J
Maddigan; Pasts, Sard Gluis, &D&

Nietz, O’Neill, and Pope.




Joe played both football and tennis for AHS against Melbourne High School in September 1913.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 26 September 1913

INTER-STATE HIGH SCHOOL MATCH.

On Wedpesday morning a partr of 31 boys from
the Meclbourne High School arrived in  Adelaide.
They were met and welcomed by representglives
of the Adelaide High School, with whom they
will enzage in a series ol contests. To-<day they
will play the annusl football match on the Jubilec
Osul. Teams: M HS8 —Colvin (captaim), Came-
ron_ Playle, Gluvas, Sutherland, F. Tate, A, Tate,
Augwin, Hercules, Hotton, Caree, Carvoll, Sher.
win, Feder, Coventry, Calliman, Lord," Boyes.
A.H.8 —Johmoock (captain), Maddigan), Pavy,
, Blacket, Bawden, Poole, Dowling, Marke, Pom-
rov. Treloar, Corry, Bundey, Polden, Gaskell,
Davey, Green, Jose, Dolan,

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 27 September 1913

INTERSTATE HIGH SOHOOL MATCH l

The visiting Melbourne High School team
played the local lads on the Adelside High
School courte on Thursday afternoon. The mud:\
was productive of good and exceedmly exciting |
tennis, the Adelaide boys event ¥ vinning|
by one game, the set tally being equal. Scores:—
Malbourne High School, § sets, & i Ade- |
imide High School, 9 sets, 88 games, wden and
Tiver (Adelaide) beat Sherwin and Cameron,
56, 6—1; Jacoh and Rlacket lost to Pizpey and |
Crebbin, 56, 2--6; Schubert and Statton jost
to (oivin and Feder, 5-6, 5 6. Bawden beat
Sherwin, 6—4, 6—4: Tiver beat Cameron, 64, |
5-—6; Jucobs beat Pizzey, 6 -5 6-4; Blacket |
kst to Crebbin, 2—6, 1-6; Schudert beat Col-
vin, 6—2, 65, Statton v. Feder, 46, 64

Joe played tennis for Sydenham Road Methodist in the 1913/14 Lawn Tennis season.

Joe passed First Grade Model Drawing in the Education Dept Art Examinations held in August 1913
and Second Grade Model Drawing in the November 1913 examinations. He also passed
Trigonometry in the Senior Public Examinations in December 1913.

In March 1914 Joe was promoted from Junior Teacher third grade to Junior Teacher fourth grade. He
passed the Senior Examination in Geometry and Matriculated in March 1914.

In the 1914/15 cricket season Joe played for Sydneham Road Team in the East Torrens and Eastern
Suburban Association.




Football

In May 1914, Joe commenced playing B Grade football for the Norwood Football Club. His career
with Norwood was spent mainly in the B Grade (Reserves — then referred to as the Juniors) however
in May 1915 he played two A matches.

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 29 April 1915

In addition to ibese. the selection com-
mitiee has its eye on Johuncock, from the
University club, a -ollower and forward:
5.  Suhard (hali-forward), N. Subard
(rover), Knaggs (pack), Joe Blacke:, and
J. Nowton, all from the juniors. W
Ha:cher, a big, well-built lad trom Vir-
ginia, also has distince posanbilmes. Nor-
wood’s prospects for the season  depend
very largely on the way these juniors
shape. o far, they promise weli: bat,
until they have been in the testing po.,
oné ¢camnoi pass an opipiom,

http://www.redlegsmuseum.com.au/ON FIELD/PLAYERS/BLACKET Joseph.aspx

PLAYERS - BLACKET, Joseph

Joseph Arnold BLACKET

STATISTICS

Guernsey Mumber: 2

Career: 19135

NFZ Games: 2

NFC Goals: 0

Debut: v Morth Adelaide (Morwood) 1st May 1915
Finale: v Sturt (Morwood) 15th May 1915

Joseph Arnold Blacket was born at Koolunga in South Australia on 28 August 1894, His parents were Reverend
John and Martha Jane (nee Fidler) Blacket. He studied at Adelaide High School before attending Adelaide
University prior to enlisting in the army in May 1915.

Blacket joined the Morwood Football Club in 1914 when he played several games for the B team ( Reserves)

In 1915 he played two league games for Norwood. His final game was against Sturt at the Parade just two days
before enlisted in the army.

On 17 May 1915 he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) and embarked on 23 June 1915 for Egypt with
the 27th Battalion together his brother, John Wesley Blacket. Both brothers served at Gallipoli until the
evacuation, after which the battalion was sent to the western front in France. During this time, Joseph rose from
corporal to first lieutenant

Apart from time spent in English hospitals and furlough, Joseph Blacket remained on the western front until he
was killed in action in France on 10 June 1918.

John Blacket was killed in action in July 1916. Two other Blacket brothers, Maurice Newton and Samuel Bertram
enlisted in 1916 and both survived the war.

W Heading Mar 2014 amended April 2017
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University

In 1915, Joe commenced studying at the University Of Adelaide. He was undertaking studies in
Education and English Literature.
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Adelaide University Student Card
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Joe enlisted on the 17" May 1915, aged 20 years and 9 months with Service Number 1667. He listed
his mother, Martha as his next-of-kin. Joe occupation was School Teacher. He was 5’ 7%, 150 Ibs,
with a fair complexion, grey eyes and fair hair. He had been serving in the 79" Infantry (Militia) for
two years prior to his enlistment.

Permission from Father to enlist




Joe’s war service is well documented in the Virtual War Memorial Australia biography above,
however it should be noted that Joe was 5’ 7%“ tall not 5’ 14” tall.

The Adelaide High School Magazine stated “Pte. J. A. Blackett was one of the most popular boys of
1913, both in the cricket field and football field. He has gone into the Infantry.”

Further details below are from local newspapers including sections of letters written by Joe while on
active service.

Joe was farewelled by members of the Sydenham Road Methodist Church. He left for the front on
the 24" June 1915.

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 22 June 1915

SEND-OFF TO PRIVATE RBLACKET.

The members of the Sydenham Road
Methodist Charel,  Norwood, et at s
social gathering on luesday, June 15
to bid  farewe!l 0o Mr. Joe Blackes
prior to hi< departure o the war. The
trall, wheh was tasteiully decorated by
the ladies, presented an  atiractive ape
gearance, aiel tie musical programine
submitted was well received, Mr. Rlacket
Wis  made e pecipient of  u wristles
wareh and ciasp koo, from the mens
ters of the chosr, tennos, eluby, and seniog
vlass in the Sunday school, The vart-
ous mtereste were tepresented by Messry,
J. Tonkin  hoiry, Mioscheil (Sunday
schoolh, W. Harry (chureh). H. Hanecock
tteiinis by, and P Williams  (ericket
elub. Eaclt speaker bore testimony 'to
thie high regard 'n whieh the guest was
Dol by s’ tellow-members, and ex
preszed the hope that, in common willl
nis tellow volunteers, Mr. Blacket woura
pass safely through all the perils abouf
to be taeod.  Mr. Blacket, whose elde
hraihier (Capta n Blacket) has already Tefy
for actve  ferviee, suitable respondod
and expressed his intention of fulhlling
i's duty 10 King and country whatevel
sacrificc that tnvelved.

Critic (Adelaide, SA : 1897-1924) - 23 June 1915

TEACHERS AT THE FRONT.

The following list has been sup-
plicd of teachers of the South Aus-
tralian  Education Department who
have volunteered for active service:--
Messrs, F. C. Beech, H. R. Oborn, J.
S. Blackburn, S. W. Coombe, J. A, W,
Kayser, W. J. F, McCann, C. R. Mc-
Laren, J. E. Pearce, 1.. M. Gellert, L.
G. W. Caust, C. E. Padman, C. S
Mugford, F. S. Jeffery, F. A. Munro,
V. K. Dickinson, J. A. Blacket, W. L.
F. Taylor, E. B. Silver, N. C. E. Cur-
rie, A. V. Bawden, B. M. Francis, J.
H. Curtis, A. A. Verran, P. R. Bignell,
T. W. Ridler, C. F. Rogers, A. R.
Morcom, R. T. Wells, G. S. McDon-
ald, E. L. Roesler, and T. FE. \W.
Schmidt.




"LETTERS FROM THE FRONT"

Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940) - 22 October 1915

LETTERS FROM THE FRONT.

By the last mail the Rev, J. Blacket
received letters from his sons at the
front, from which the following are ex-
tracts : —

Corporal J. A. Blacket, writing on
August 31, says: —‘“We received orders
yesterday to be ready to move in a day
or two. It came out in orders that
Thursday was the day. We will
landing somewhere in Gallipoli. Still
send your letters to the same address.
Whatever happens. so long as I do my
share, I shall feel perfectly satisfied.”

On August 28, Captain J. W. Blacket
writes : —‘‘In this war there seems to
be a great number of casualties, and
one never knows whose turn it will be
to go next.”” After an injunction not
to worry on his account, the writer
says: —‘I only want to have the satis-
faction of knowing that I am doing my
job, and doing it satisfactorily. I should
never have been satisfied to stop out
of this, and to know that many another
was losing his life for me. T am quite
satisfied that I have domne right, and T
am contented and happy. T trust that
God will bless all my dear ones at home,
and myv many other friends in South
Australia.”

Since the ahove was written the Rev.
J. Blacket has received information
from the Defence authorities that his
son, Captain Blacket, was wounnded,
and on Sunday last a cable was received
from London stating that he was not
wonnded seriously and was doine well.

The Rev. Richard Jackson, of Bromp-
ton, has received word that his son,
who was wounded, is now in a hospital
in London. He arrived there with
scarcelv sufficient clothing, bnt like a
trne soldier he writes cheerfully. One
of his hands will be of little use to him
for some months.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 13 November 1915

A" letter received trom J. \. Blacket,

descriving how  his brother (the

cap-

tain) was woanded, stites that the lance

~or

time, died hali-an-hour later.

poral, who wne struck at the same |

|




Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940) - 25 February 1916

Cold at Gallipoli.

Before the evacuation at Gallipoli
Coropral J. A, Blacket writes: — °

“You will have to excuse writing and
shortness of letters. Tt is so cold that
I ecan scarcely hold the pen. Last
Saturdav night we went to bed ahout
5.30, as it was then dark. When we
woke up next morming everything was
covered with snow. Snow fell all day,
and we made the most of our blankets.
Everywhere was snow and slush. Mon-
day morning evervthing was frozen
hard: all the slush was like stone.
Water left out for a minute was
frozen. My mate and T sleep together,
and so have the benefit of four hlankets
instead of two. T am writing this
while sitting under the hlankets, and
have to keep stopping to warm my
fingers.”

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) — 14 October 1916

PERSONAL NOTES.

The Rev. John Blacket, of Norwood,
tas received  motice that his son, Szt
Major Joseph A. Blacket, serving with the
forces 1n France, has been promoted (o the
position <i lientenant.

.
' & T 1 AP LX 1 -

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) - 18 November 1916

BIOGRAPHICAL.
LATE LIEUT. NORMAN SELTH. |

Mr. Belth, of Beulah road, Norwuod, has
received ormation ng the cr
cumstances under which hia son, Norman

and respected by all who knew him. The
night of a charge we had to move over
about 400 yards of lands before reaching
the encmy's trenches. 1|
m"uo man's land” tha very
ly by a shell. He wan a soldier and
A man res by use all, and his loss will
be moat keenly felt. It ia n to
bemoan hig fate, yet it in hard, but what
better ending could » man have than to
lay down hia life to save others?”

;n
¢
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"OUR HEROES LIEUTENANT BLACKET WOUNDED."
Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 21 November 1916

-
1IE v A CEET WOUNDED,
'l}&.:r.?\ :Tm’ulch%l. gﬂ‘aﬂ, has 1o
cewed npormation that Lis son (Lientow
ant 1. A Blaket) has been wounded,
Ue went with his brother, the late Captiuun
d. W, Riacket, to (mll-pou and followed
hun to France, where he has since Deéen
in  ths trenches, Hoth brothers were
'members of the Tith Hattalion umnder

Lieitenint-Coloned Dollman.

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) - 18 May 1917

PERSONAL NOTES.

The Rev. .J. Blacket ‘aaa eceived an m
timation from the miligary  autharities
that his son, bLeeut. J. A, Blcket, has |
beem  wounded for the second tima in
France.  His injury is not serious.

Letter from Rev J Blacket to the University of Adelaide




Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) - 7 July 1917

THE LATE PRIVATE HOOPER. |
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7" April 1918 — 27" Battalion
France: Picardie, Somme, Corbie Albert Area, Beaucourt-sur-I'Ancre

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 02393
Lieut JA Blacket, Front Row — At Left




Death

Joseph Arnold (Joe) Blacket was killed in action on the 10" June 1918. He was buried at Franvillers
Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) — 21 June 1918

THE AUSTRALIANS.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

TER LATE LIEUT, JOSEPI BLACKET.

active srvice—Limgt, Jaseph A, Blacket
n«m(hubmdw(hchu(hw..lm“
Blucket, at Gallipoli, mw active service there,
And sinoe the evacuation had been doing serviee
on the westcrn fromt, Mr, Blacke; tao
more eons there.

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 22 June 1918

THE AUSTRALIANS.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

LATY. LIFAT, J. A. BLACRFET,

The Wee. J uod Mz Blackee, of Salishury,
bave been nogified that their soan, Lieut. Joseph
Arnold Blarket, way killed in seticn oo June 10,
The devensed soldnr entstnd in My, 1915, and
the fol'owing monts left for Egwpt with the 7nd
Relnfor-vmas- of the Zith Baitalion, of which
hix brother (U Lite Capt. J. W, Blacket) nas
Adjusaut.  With bis brother be werved in Galli-
poli. an! wo< therr uniil the evacuation. Re
tormng 10 vt he was mnd wxh the Gt
Astrpliza troorw to Prasmee,  With the exorp-
thon of the time spett in Engligh hospilals (hav-
ing bevn twice worsadid), and also o2 Weine
iog eamp and on frlonsh, be remained on the
wosterr [t until the e of s desth,  From
corpory] he rase to the peation of first lienlenamt

o D Compare, 0 h Hattalon fn comuym
with oo coptain rotder (ara el prar to Mes
sitee), he waom the =ren of a1l b amrades
Por wome Loy e sl of 40t Adelsuke Higd

Nhool, md pevor o leaving for the front was
atending the [ aiversity o onanection with the
Edication Depuartwent in all manlr spoets he
te sodier took 4 Lewn interest, and was 3 o
ber of the Norwnod football tcum. He amn
als & member o the young men's cus, and of
the chrir | the Sudenbum Road (Norwood)
Methodii Chur i,  He s 25 vears of age, Two
Tuthers ane il servingz with toe Plodeers in
Prance.




LATE LIEUT. J. A. BLACKET
Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 — 1931) — 29 June 1918

LATE LIEUT. J. A, BLACKRT,

The Rev. J. ad Mm, Blacket, of Balidwry,
have bren notified that their son, Lieut, J
Arnold Blacket, wag killed in action on June 10,
The decensed woldier enlisted in May, 1015, and
the following manth Jeft for Reypt -lm the fad
Reimlorcaments of the £7th Uatt:lio. of which
his brother (tho Iate Cupt. w. lhcul) was
Adjmt. With hkis hnthef be served in Galli-

was there until the evacuation. Re-

ﬂoa of tho time spent in English lhln (hav-
e e e s
Dy e on ¢

umh until the & of his death. From
corpotal ho rose to the position of finet lieuicnant
of D Compa Wih Battalion. In comman
with his ' brother (whe fell near to Mes-
sines), he womr the evieem of all his comraden
For some time hnudbd al the Adeluide Migh

Eclivo) prior o Jmving for he fronk was
™ the Unimdq in connection wilh the
FEdoation Deparianen In all sanly sparta Che

uhwldhhctcum interrsl, and was o mem-
ber of the Norwood [ootball team. Jla wus
choaaw_.ot mque-'ovh- and of
the cheir sl the (Norwood)
Methodist Ohorch, - 28 mot age. Two
Mﬂ-n are slill -tvinl with the Ploneers in

The Adelaide High School Magazine recorded the following:-

“Extract of letter from Lieutenant Edward Mattner, M.M., D.C.M., M.C. :- Once more death has
claimed one of the finest lads who ever walked the floors of A.H.S. Poor old Joey Blacket paid the
supreme sacrifice on June 11, gallantly leading hismen in a charge. Such noble characters as Joe one
is only privileged to meet occasionally. The term 'Man' can be applied to him in every respect.

According to letters which have been received by his father, the Rev. J. Blacket, Lieutenant Joe
Blacket met his death by an act of treachery. He was in charge of his own company (D" Company,
27th Battalion), and was attacking the German lines. A German was in the act of surrendering to
Lieutenant Blacket, when the former suddenly drew a revolver and shot the officer through the
heart, killing him instantly. The German was not allowed to survive many seconds, and the incident
caused the greatest indignation and sorrow amongst his men.

Lieut. Joseph A. Blacket, in his final year, was perhaps the most popular fellow in the School. He was
a great sport - cricketer, footballer, and tennis player - and a leader always, as he is remembered as
one of the big men who has passed through this School. He met his death by an act of treachery. He
was in charge of his own company "D" of the 27th Battalion, when a German who was in the act of
surrendering suddenly drew a revolver and shot the officer through the heart. He was quickly
avenged, but that does not bring back Joe Blacket to us. He has gone "over the top" never to return,
but his life's work and influence, though short in one sense, in another it will live on. The traditions
not only of the School but Australia are made by such lives as Joe's.”
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Australia War Memorial — Grave of JA Blacket

AWM Image: J00026
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The grave of 1667 Lieutenant Joseph Arnold Blacket, age twenty four years, 27th Battalion, of
Norwood, SA, killed in action 10 June 1918, in Franvillers Communal Cemetery Extension.

In the background is the cross bearing the name of 132260 Lance Corporal Joseph James Francis,
160th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers, who died on 20 July 1918, age 22; 4776 Private Keith
William Evans, 56th Battalion, enlisted Balmain, NSW, killed in action 18 July 1918.

This image is one of a set of photographs of the original graves of some members of the 27th
Battalion. The Battalion funded the purchase of the camera through its adjutant Captain (Capt)
Southon for 5541 Pte G R Barrington to photograph the graves. The camera and negatives were then
acquired by Major John L Treloar on behalf of the Australian War Museum, reimbursing costs for the
camera to Capt Southon.

Australia War Memorial

Location on the Roll of Honour

Joseph Arnold Blacket's name is located at panel 109 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial (as
indicated by the poppy on the plan).

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Lieutenant

BLACKET, JOSEPH ARNOLD
Died 10/06/1918
Aged 23

27th Bn.
Australian Infantry, ALLF.

Son of John and Martha |. Blacket, of
Salisbury, South Australia. Native of
Koolunga, South Australia.

INSCRIPTION

“DUTY NOBLY DONE EVEN SO FATHER FOR SO IT SEEMED
GOOD IN THY SIGHT”




Franvillers Communal Cemetery Extension
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Grave of Lieut. JA Blacket is at I.F.6.




Brothers

Capt. John Wesley (Jack) Blacket enlisted on the 30" January 1915 and served in Gallipoli, France and
Belgium. He was killed in action near Messines, Belgium on the 4™ July 1916.

BLACKET, John Wesley

Captain
‘ 27th Battalion

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN

Born 20 July 1886 at Gumeracha, SA

Son of John BLACKET and Martha Jane nee FIDLER
Of 17 Sydenham Road, Norwood, SA

Occupation prior to enlistment School Master
Enlisted 30 January 1915

Served in Gallipoli, France and Belgium

Killed in action near Messines, Belgium 04 July 1916
Buried La Plus Douve Farm Cemetery IB 9

On the 6" April 1916, Maurice Newton Blacket, aged 23, and Samuel Bertram Blacket, aged 21
enlisted. They were both in the 5" Pioneer Battalion and they embarked together from Outer
Harbour on the 14™ August 1916, just days after the memorial service held in Jack’s honour. Pte
Samuel Blacket received a gunshot wound on the 18" May 1917, he returned to Australia on the 25™
March 1919. Cpl Maurice Blacket returned to Australia on the 21°* May 19109.

Cpl. M.N. Blacket Pte. S.B. Blacket

Leonard Whitefield Blacket enlisted on the 23™ January 1917, aged 29. He undertook some training in
camp but was declared medically unfit as he suffered from petit mal seizures. He was discharged on
the 28" February 1917.




Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer
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