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Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of James 

Anderson Yuill.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE  



 

The AIF Project 
 

 
 

James Anderson YUILL 
 

Place of birth Glenelg, South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Shipping clerk 

Address 57 Penzance Street, Glenelg, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 28 

Next of kin Sister, Miss Elsie May Ford Yuill, 57 Penzance Street, Glenelg, South Australia 

Enlistment date 10 August 1915 

Rank on enlistment Acting Sergeant 

Unit name 27th Battalion, 8th Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/44/2 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A30 Borda on 

12 January 1916 

Rank from Nominal Roll Lance Corporal 

Unit from Nominal Roll 10th Battalion 

Fate Killed in Action 22 August 1916 

Age at death from cemetery records 29 

Place of burial No known grave 

Commemoration details Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France 

Villers-Bretonneux is a village about 15 km east of Amiens. The Memorial stands 
on the high ground ('Hill 104') behind the Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, 
Fouilloy, which is about 2 km north of Villers-Bretonneux on the east side of the 
road to Fouilloy.  
The Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux is approached through 
the Military Cemetery, at the end of which is an open grass lawn which leads 
into a three-sided court. The two pavilions on the left and right are linked by the 
north and south walls to the back (east) wall, from which rises the focal point of 
the Memorial, a 105 foot tall tower, of fine ashlar. A staircase leads to an 
observation platform, 64 feet above the ground, from which further staircases 
lead to an observation room. This room contains a circular stone tablet with 
bronze pointers indicating the Somme villages whose names have become 
synonymous with battles of the Great War; other battle fields in France and 
Belgium in which Australians fought; and far beyond, Gallipoli and Canberra.  
On the three walls, which are faced with Portland stone, are the names of 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=335304


 

10,885 Australians who were killed in France and who have no known grave. 
The 'blocking course' above them bears the names of the Australian Battle 
Honours.  
After the war an appeal in Australia raised £22,700, of which £12,500 came 
from Victorian school children, with the request that the majority of the funds 
be used to build a new school in Villers-Bretonneux. The boys' school opened in 
May 1927, and contains an inscription stating that the school was the gift of 
Victorian schoolchildren, twelve hundred of whose fathers are buried in the 
Villers-Bretonneux cemetery, with the names of many more recorded on the 
Memorial. Villers-Bretonneux is now twinned with Robinvale, Victoria, which 
has in its main square a memorial to the links between the two towns.  

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 

  Australian War Memorial 

61 

Miscellaneous information from 

  cemetery records 

Parents: John Ford and Katie YUILL 

Other details War service: Western Front 
Medals: British War Medal, Victory Medal 

 

 

Virtual War Memorial Australia 
 

 
 

 

 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/273693


 

Service Record 
 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3456296


 

"LATE LCE.-CPL. J. A. YUILL.  

Deep regret will be felt in Adelaide and Sydney by news of the death of Lce.-Cpl. J. A. Yuill, 
who was killed in action in France on August 22. The deceased was educated at St. Peter's 
College, and subsequently employed with the Adelaide Steamship Company for several 
years. He was for a short period at Murat Bay, and then proceeded to Sydney, where he 
was associated with the well-known firm of Messrs. G. S. Yuill & Co., Limited. He was a 
resident of Glenelg for more than 20 years, and left Adelaide for the front early in January 
last. His younger brother, Pte. J. F. Yuill, who is serving with a machine gun company, has 
been wounded in France." - from the Adelaide Register 23 Sep 1916  (nla.gov.au) 

From the book Fallen Saints  - 

 

 James Anderson Yuill of Glenelg was born at Kent Town South Australia. After leaving St Peter's College he was a 

shipping clerk with the Adelaide Steamship Company at Murat Bay, Ceduna, South Australia before then proceeding 

to Sydney where he was associated with the well-known shipping and export firm of G. S. Yuill & Co. 

 

James had no previous military experience and his only experience with weapons would have been that gained 
during the four months he was a member of Sydney Athletics Rifle Club. 
 
 He enlisted in Adelaide on 10 August 1915 and was posted to the Infantry Base Depot at Mitcham Camp where 
throughout September he attended an NCO Course. At the completion of the course, he was made an acting 
sergeant and allotted to the 7th quota of reinforcements for the 27th Battalion. A fortnight later, he was reallotted 
to the 8th quota and sailed with that quota aboard HMAT Borda on 12 January 1916. 
 
Upon reaching Egypt, he was transferred to the 10th Battalion and at the end of February when he joined them at 
Serapeum was reverted to his substantive rank. 
 
He was appointed lance corporal on 1 August but on 22 August just eight days short of his 29th birthday 3312b Lance 
Corporal Yuill, A Company, 10th Battalion was killed in action. 
 
His brother Private John Ford Yuill, (OS) 25th Battalion AIF was wounded in France and invalided home to Australia in 
1917. His eldest brother Private William Keith Yuill, (OS) 53rd Battalion AIF returned to Australia after the war.   
 

Grave Secrets 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59924102


 

Additional Biography 
 
Early Life 
 
James (Jim) Anderson Yuill was born at Kent Town, Adelaide, SA on the 18th June 1887, the son of John Ford Yuill and 
Katie Henriques. 
 
Jim’s father John Ford Yuill was born in Scotland and educated at Peterhead and at Aberdeen University. Due to ill 
health and requiring a warmer climate he migrated to Adelaide, Australia in 1868. He worked for the Mercantile 
Marine & Insurance Co. John returned to London to qualify as an ‘average adjuster’ and was the only man in South 
Australia to hold a Lloyd’s certificate as a marine adjuster. He was well known as an accountant, auditor, valuator 
and fire insurance adjuster. 
 
John Ford Yuill married Katie Henriques in Victoria, Australia in 1882 and the couple had four sons and three 
daughters, Elsie May Ford (b about 1883), Mary Joan (b 1884), Margaret Skelton (b 1886), James Anderson (Jim b 
1887), William Keith (Keith b 1889), George Ashwin (b 1892), John Ford (Ford b 1894). 
 
Jim's father had played cricket in the very early days of club cricket in South Australia. He played for the "South 
Australians" during the 1974/75 season and was still playing occasional social games in the 1880s. This was in the 
early days of the South Australian Cricket Association which was formed in 1871. In 1877 he was one of three 
nominations from the South Australians Cricket Club to be appointed to act as SACA umpires. 
 

                 
 



 

 
 

Schooling 
Jim attended St Peter’s College, Adelaide where he passed four subjects (Geography, English History, Latin 
and German) in October 1902. Jim represented St Peter’s in the Inter-collegiate cricket match against Prince Alfred 
College (PAC) in December 1902 and he won the December Form Prize for "Form Remove Beta". 
Tragically for the Yuill family, Jim’s father, John Ford Yuill, passed away in March 1903, aged just 56 years.  
 

Jim played Inter-collegiate football against PAC in July 1903. In September 1903, Jim was third in the Long Jump at 
the St Peter’s Sports and in October 1903 he tied for third in the Long Jump at the Inter-Collegiate Sports. Jim 
represented St Peters at Inter-Collegiate cricket for a second time in December 1903. He passed two subjects 
(English Literature and Algebra) in the Junior Examinations in December 1903.  
 
 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) - 19 December 1903 

 
 

The St Peter’s College club report for the 1903/4 season said that “The best all-round man in the team before 
Christmas was J.A. Yuill. He is a good medium paced leg break bowler, a safe bat, and good field. ... He obtained 23 
wickets with an average of 23 runs.” 
 

Early Career 
 
Jim was only 16 years old when he left school and joined the workforce; perhaps his move from school to the 
workplace was necessary due to his father’s death. Jim joined the Adelaide Steamship Company. He won the 150 



 

yards handicap race at the company picnic in February 1904. In June 1904 he was a member of the Adelaide 
Steamship Company football team in a match against the AMP Society. 
 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 11 June 1904 

 
Jim played cricket in the Shipping Companies match at Adelaide Oval in January 1907. In February 1908 Jim and Mr F 
Lancelot Parsons left by the “Grantala” on a trip to Sydney. 

 
Sport 
 
Cricket 
 
Jim commenced playing cricket for the Glenelg Cricket Club in November 1904 and he became the Honorary 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Club in September 1905. He was also the Honorary Secretary of the Glenelg Oval 
Association from at least September 1908 a position he held until he moved to the country in 1912.  
 
When the Glenelg Cricket Club entered the South Australian Cricket Association B Grade in 1907/08, Jim was a 
member of the team along with this younger brother WR (Keith) Yuill. Jim made a top score of 81. Other brothers, 
John Ford Yuill (jnr) and George Ashwin also played with Glenelg but did not play in the top side.  
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

JA Yuill – Second Row from Front – Second from Right 
In 1908/09 the Glenelg Club was promoted to the A Grade competition and Jim was a member of their first team 
who played the other new A Grade club University at Glenelg Oval in October 1908. Jim bowled a tight 6 overs for 
only 6 runs, but did not bat. 
 

 



 

Having played in Glenelg's first ever A Grade game, not having batted and given his position in the alphabet, Jim is 
now designated as cap number 11 for Glenelg. His brother Keith is cap 14. 
 
Jim batted 5 times in the 1908/09 season scoring 60 runs with a high score of 45. He batted on all 5 occasions 
“without a cipher (sic)” (duck) and therefore had an average of 12. He bowled 30 overs, 3 maidens, 175 runs for 1 
wicket.  

Averages for the 1908/09 Season 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) - 24 April 1909 

 
 

Averages for the 1909/10 Season 
 

 



 

Averages for the 1910/11 Season 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 31 March 1911 

 

 
In February 1911 Jim played in a B Grade match for Glenelg with his two youngest brothers, George Ashwin and John 
Ford Yuill (jnr). Jim and Keith’s A Grade matches for Glenelg from 1908/09 through 1911/12 are summarised below. 
 

 
 
Jim Yuill played his final A Grade game for Glenelg against Adelaide in October 1911 coming in as a replacement for 
an unavailable player. He did not get a bat or bowl or take a catch. He does not appear to have played for the 
Glenelg again in the 1911/12 season (A grade or B grade). It is most probable that this was Jim as the Glenelg Cricket 
Club history does not credit his youngest brother John Ford as having played any A Grade Cricket for the club. John 
Ford Yuill (jnr) was known by his middle name and when referred to by a single initial he was generally F Yuill. 
 
Lacrosse 
 
Jim played A Grade lacrosse for Holdfast Bay from at least the 1907 season until 1911. On the 8th August 1909 he 
played Lacrosse for South Australia against Victoria at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.  
 
He also played in the Old Scholars Lacrosse match for St Peter’s against PAC in 1909. 
 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 9 August 1909 

 



 

Jim was on the committee which organised the 1910 Interstate Lacrosse Carnival but missed selection for the SA 
team. He was on the up for selection again in 1911 but again did not make the team. 
 
He was vice-captain of the Holdfast Bay A Grade in the 1911 season  
 
Athletics 
Jim competed in the 135 yards handicap flat and the 440 yards handicap flat races at the South Australian Amateur 
Athletic Association sports meeting on Adelaide Oval in April 1906. 
  

University 

In 1911 Jim commenced studying toward a Diploma of Commerce at the University of Adelaide. He gained a Division 
II pass in Business Practice and a Division III Pass in Commercial Law in December 1911. 
 
It is likely that Jim was undertaking the studies in the evening and/or part-time. 
 

University Sport 
 
In January 1912 J. Yuill played B Grade cricket for the Adelaide University in a match against his former team, 
Glenelg. This appears to be his one and only game for Adelaide University and it is likely he was called in as a late 
replacement as he was not originally named in the team.  
 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) - 27 January 1912 
Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) - 3 February 1912 

 
 
 

Murat Bay, West Coast, SA 
 
In April 1912 Jim left Adelaide and set up an agency business at Murat Bay (now Ceduna) on the West Coast, SA. He 
was the agent for his former employer Adelaide Steamship Company and a number of other firms.  

  



 

Eyre's Peninsula Tribune (Cowell, SA : 1910 - 1950) - 26 April 1912 

 

 
He played cricket for Murat Bay in a match against Denial Bay in July 1912.  
 

West Coast Sentinel (Streaky Bay, SA : 1912 - 1954) - 26 July 1912 

 
 
Jim was on holidays in Adelaide in August 1912 and in September 1912 he performed the song “I do like to be beside 
the seaside’ at a Smoke Social held to welcome the Streaky Bay Footballers to Murat Bay.  
 

West Coast Sentinel (Streaky Bay, SA : 1912 - 1954) - 15 November 1912 

 
 
Jim disposed of his business at Murat Bay in June 1913 and moved to Sydney.  
 



 

West Coast Sentinel (Streaky Bay, SA : 1912 - 1954) - 13 June 1913 

 
 

Sydney, NSW 
 
In Sydney Jim took up a position as a shipping clerk with the company GS Yuill and Co Ltd. 
 
GS Yuill and Co Ltd was a shipping company and frozen meat exporter. The company had been founded by George 
Skelton Yuill, Jim’s uncle and the youngest son of Rev James Yuill and his wife who’s maiden name was Anderson. 
Jim’s younger brother, Keith, had joined the firm in Sydney in mid 1912. 
 
Keith commenced playing lacrosse for the Sydney Lacrosse Club shortly after he moved to Sydney and in July 1913 
Jim joined him in the First Grade team. Although he only joined the side part way through the season, Jim quickly 
became a valuable member of the team and was a member of the side who were runners-up in the First Grade 
premiership match in August 1913.  
 
Jim played Third Grade cricket for North Sydney in the 1913/14 season and in one match against Waverley he had an 
innings of 124 runs. His brother Keith also played for the North Sydney Cricket Club. 
 

The Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954) - 22 February 1914 

 
 

Jim and Keith both played lacrosse for the Sydney Club again in the 1914 season. Unfortunately due to work 
commitments, Jim was unable to seek selection for the New South Wales team which was to tour New Zealand in 
1914. However, both Keith and Jim were selected for the Inter-State match between NSW and Queensland played in 
August 1915.  
 

Referee (Sydney, NSW : 1886 - 1939) - 15 July 1914 

 

 



 

Saturday Referee and the Arrow (Sydney, NSW : 1912 - 1916) - 22 August 1914 

 
 

It is unclear if the brother’s continued to play cricket for North Sydney in the 1914/15 season. They commenced 
playing lacrosse for Sydney in the 1915 season but due to the impacts of World War I the competition was 
suspended in July 1915.  
 

New South Wales Lacrosse Team 

Referee (Sydney, NSW : 1886 - 1939) - 26 August 1914 

 

WK Yuill - Middle Row – Far left and JA Yuill – Front Row – Far Left 
 



 

Sydney Lacrosse Team 
Saturday Referee and the Arrow (Sydney, NSW : 1912 - 1916) - 19 September 1914 

 

Middle Row – JA Yuill (Second from Left) and WK Yuill (fourth from Left) 
 

World War I 
 
Sadly for the Yuill family their mother, Katie passed away suddenly on the 25th June 1915, at Penzance Street, 
Glenelg. 
 
Jim returned to Adelaide (one assumes for his mother’s funeral) and undertook a medical examination on the 30th 
June 1915 at Keswick, Adelaide. 
 
On the 10th August 1915 he enlisted in the eighth reinforcement of the 27th Battalion with Service Number 3312. He 
was 28 years old, 5’8 3/4 “, 144 lbs, with a medium complexion, blue eyes and brown hair. He named his sister, Elsie 
May Ford Yuill as his next-of-kin and stated that he had been a member of the Sydney Athletics Sports Rifle Club for 
four months.  
 
He attended Non Commissioned Officers’ School in September 1916 and Officers’ School in October/ November 
1915. While in Adelaide he attended the Hunt Club races and the “Dickens Fair” in late September 1915. 
 
Jim was an acting Sergeant from the 16th November 1915. He embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board 
HMAT A30 Borda on 12th January 1916 and joined the 7th Training Battalion at Zeitoun (a training base at Cairo, 
Egypt) on the 27th February 1916. He then reverted to the ranks when he was transferred to the 10th Battalion on the 
28th February 1916 at Serapeum, Egypt. 
 
On the 23th March 1916 he departed from Alexandrina, Egypt and disembarked at Marseilles on the 3rd April 1916. 
He served with the 10th Battalion in France and on the 1st August 1916 he was promoted to Lance Corporal.  
 



 

Death 
 
The 10th Battalion diary reports that they were in operations near Pozieres from the 16th to the 23rd of August 1916. 
On the 22nd August 1916 in the field in France, Lance Corporal James Anderson Yuill was killed in action. 
 
Having no known grave, Jim is remembered at the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, Departement de la Somme, 
Picardie, France.  
 
He is also remembered at the Yuill family plot at St Jude’s Church, Brighton. 
 
He left an estate valued at £2,000.  
 
In the early 1920s, the Glenelg Council named some new streets, in honour of some of the fallen of WWI. Fittingly, 
Yuill Street, named for Jim Yuill, is across Brighton Road from the Glenelg Oval. 
 
 

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) - 28 September 1916 

 
 

Telegram announcing the Death 

 
 



 

"LATE LCE.CPL. J. A. YUILL." 
Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) - 30 September 1916 

 
 

West Coast Sentinel (Streaky Bay, SA : 1912 - 1954) - 30 September 1916 

 



 

"LATE LANCE-CORPORAL J.A. YUILL." 
Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 7 October 1916 

 
 

"LANCE-CORP J A. YUILL." 
Glenelg Guardian (SA : 1914 - 1936) - 5 October 1916 

 



 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 
 
 

Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, France 

 
 



 

 
 

Australian War Memorial 

 
 

 



 

St Jude’s Cemetery, Brighton, SA 

 
 
 

Brothers - WWI Service 
 
William Keith Yuill 
 
Service History 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3456303 
 
Virtual War Memorial Australia  https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/200248 

 
Keith enlisted on the 26th August 1917 at Sydney NSW. He was a Private with the 53rd Battalion and departed from 
Australia onboard the HMAT ‘Osterley’ from Sydney on the 8th May 1918, disembarking at Liverpool on the 10th July 
1918. Having attended the School of Musketry, Tedworth (sic) he embarked for Le Havre, France via Southampton 
on the 17th October 1918. He spent some time before the end of hostilities on Escort Duty. He returned from France 
on the 8th February 1919 and proceeded to the AIF Headquarters, London. From the 7th August 1919 was in London 
on Non Military Duty. He was discharged in London on the 12th September 1919. Keith’s wife had travelled to 
England. Keith remained in London to meet with the managing director of GS Yuill Co Ltd, Sydney and returned to 
Australia (with his wife) at a later time.  
 
 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3456303
https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/200248


 

John Ford Yuill 
 
Service History 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3456298 
 
Virtual War Memorial Australia  https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/206619 
 
Grave Secrets http://ww1sa.gravesecrets.net/yo---yu.html 
 

 
 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee) 
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