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Played with Adelaide University 

  

Football Club: 1913 - 14 

Law Student / Articled Clerk 1912 -1914 



 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to 

ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of John Mitchell 

"Jack" Sinclair. It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 

 



 

John Mitchell SINCLAIR 

Regimental number 619 

Place of birth Alberton, South Australia 

School Kyre College and Adelaide University, South Australia 

Religion Baptist 

Occupation Law student 

Address c/o J H Sinclair, Grange, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 20 

Next of kin Father, J H Sinclair, Grange, South Australia 

Previous military service Served for 6 years in the Junior and Senior Cadets. 

Enlistment date 27 August 1914 

Place of enlistment Morphettville, South Australia 

Rank on enlistment Corporal 

Unit name 10th Battalion, E Company 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/27/1 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board Transport 

A11 Ascanius on 20 October 1914 

Rank from Nominal Roll Sergeant 

Unit from Nominal Roll 10th Battalion 

Fate Killed in Action 30 July 1918 

Place of death or wounding Merris 

Age at death 24 

Age at death from cemetery records 24 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF10CE


Place of burial No known grave 

Commemoration details Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France 

Villers-Bretonneux is a village about 15 km east of Amiens. The Memorial 
stands on the high ground ('Hill 104') behind the Villers-Bretonneux 
Military Cemetery, Fouilloy, which is about 2 km north of Villers-
Bretonneux on the east side of the road to Fouilloy. 

The Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux is approached 
through the Military Cemetery, at the end of which is an open grass lawn 
which leads into a three-sided court. The two pavilions on the left and 
right are linked by the north and south walls to the back (east) wall, from 
which rises the focal point of the Memorial, a 105 foot tall tower, of fine 
ashlar. A staircase leads to an observation platform, 64 feet above the 
ground, from which further staircases lead to an observation room. This 
room contains a circular stone tablet with bronze pointers indicating the 
Somme villages whose names have become synonymous with battles of 
the Great War; other battle fields in France and Belgium in which 
Australians fought; and far beyond, Gallipoli and Canberra. 

On the three walls, which are faced with Portland stone, are the names of 
10,885 Australians who were killed in France and who have no known 
grave. The 'blocking course' above them bears the names of the 
Australian Battle Honours. 

After the war an appeal in Australia raised £22,700, of which £12,500 
came from Victorian school children, with the request that the majority of 
the funds be used to build a new school in Villers-Bretonneux. The boys' 
school opened in May 1927, and contains an inscription stating that the 
school was the gift of Victorian schoolchildren, twelve hundred of whose 
fathers are buried in the Villers-Bretonneux cemetery, with the names of 
many more recorded on the Memorial. Villers-Bretonneux is now twinned 
with Robinvale, Victoria, which has in its main square a memorial to the 
links between the two towns. 

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 

  Australian War Memorial 

60 

Miscellaneous information from 

  cemetery records 

Commemorated on Supreme Court Roll of Honour, Adelaide, South 

Australia. Inscription ('Those Who Fell') reads: 'Ante diem periit sed miles 

sed pro patria' ['He died before his time, but as a soldier, and for his 

country.' From the poem 'Clifton College' by Henry Newbolt]. Parents: 

James and Helena SINCLAIR 

Other details War service: Egypt, Gallipoli, Western Front 

Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Sources NAA: B2455, SINCLAIR John Mitchell 

 
 

 

http://www.aa.gov.au/cgi-bin/Search?O=I&Number=8085574


National Archives of Australia - Service Records 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8085574 

 

 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8085574


 

 



 

Biography 

 

Early Life 
 
Jack Mitchell (Jack) Sinclair was born of the 7th July 1894 at Alberton, South Australia, the son of James Hugh 
Craige Sinclair (1857-1943) and Helen Close (1866-1948). 
 
Jack’s father, James, was the Assistant Crown Solicitor and later a stipendiary magistrate in Port Pirie and at Port 
Adelaide, South Australia.  
 
Jack was the eldest of five children. His siblings were Thomas Walter (b 1896), Grace Nellie (b 1894), James Hugh 
(b 1900), and Jean Lily (b 1902)  
 

Education 
 
Jack attended Kyre College (which became Scotch after WWI) until 1910. He played football in the Second 18 and 
according to the school magazine performed well in various other athletic events including the 150 yards run and 
the 80 yards walk.  Jack also received a prize in 1909 for his academic achievements. He attended Kyre College at 
the same time were Howard Florey and Victor Richardson. He passed Latin in the special Senior Examinations in 
March 1911 while still at Kaye College. 
 

1909 - Kyre College Staff and Students 
 

 
 



 
 

In a newspaper report of the Prince Alfred College speech day in December 1912, Jack was included as an old boy 
of PAC who had passed examinations toward a LLB, however Jack's name does not appear in the PAC Chronicles 
in their WWI Roll of Honour. It is therefore unclear if or when Jack attended Prince Alfred College. Jack’s Adelaide 
University Registration card (below), records that he matriculated in August 1911. Jack was actively involved in 
Kyre College Old Boys activities while at University.  
 

Adelaide University 
 
Jack studied law at Adelaide University from 1911 to 1914. He was articled to Noel Webb (of the firm Webb & 
Kelly) in 1914 and had completed many subjects towards the Final Certificate in Law. 
 

Adelaide University Registration Card – JM Sinclair 

  



Adelaide University Sport 
 
Football 
An athletic individual of 6 feet in height, Jack played football for the AUFC B team in 1913 and 1914.  
 
Rowing 
Jack also rowed for the Adelaide University Boat Club. 
 

War Service 
 
Jack enlisted on the 27th August 1914 with Service Number 619. He was 20 years and 2 months old, 6’tall and 174 
lbs with a fresh complexion, blue eyes and fair hair. He embarked on the HMAT ‘Ascanius’ on the 20 October 1914 
and disembarked in Egypt. 
 
He sent a letter back to his father dated the 22nd February 1915, from Cairo, Egypt, describing his visits to the 
Museum, Zoo, Bazaars and a Mosque.  
 

WAR DAY BY DAY. (1915, March 24). Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 – 1924 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article124927032 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article124927032


 

 

Letter from JM Sinclair to his Father 

 
 
Jack left Egypt on the 2nd March 1915 onboard the ‘Ionian’ and was with the 10th Battalion’s landing at Gallipoli 
sometime in the period 25th/29th April 1915. Jack’s service record states that on the 2nd May 1915 Jack was 
wounded in action receiving a gunshot wound to the right ankle. A later letter from Jack’s father to the University 
of Adelaide states that Jack was wounded on the ‘day of the landing’ at Gallipoli, 25 April 1915. 
 
The first convoy of 600 badly wounded soldiers reached Malta on 4 May 1915, on HT Clan McGillivray. The men 
were under the medical care of Captain V Benjafield Australian Medical Corps (AMC). Of these, 160 severe cases 
were admitted to Valletta Hospital; the remainder went to Tigné Hospital to be treated as convalescents. Jack was 
with the group who went to the Tigné Hospital and he was later transferred to the St George Hospital, Malta. 
While in Malta Jack wrote to his father, expressing the hope that if Italy entered the war it would be over before 
very much longer. Jack was also mentioned in a letter from a South Australian soldier which was published in July 
1915 (both below). 
 
On the 1st August 1915 Jack left Malta and returned to Alexandria, Egypt onboard the ‘HS Karoa’, then returned to 
Gallipoli via the ‘Oxonian’ and rejoined his unit at Gallipoli on the 7th August 1915. Jack was promoted to 
Temporary Sergeant on the 1st September 1915. In mid October Jack had his first offence recorded on his service 
record. He was severely reprimanded for not obeying orders.  

  



LETTERS FROM THE FRONT. (1915, July 6). The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5473554 

 

Letter from JM Sinclair to his Father 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5473554


LETTERS FROM SOLDIERS. (1915, July 20). Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 – 1924 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105481415 

 

Letter from an un-named SA soldier which mentions Jack Sinclair 

In a letter from Jack to his parents dated the 30th October 1915 Jack details some close shaves he has had while in 
action in the Dardanelles (see below). By the 20th November 1915 it was illness not injury which took Jack out of 
the fighting. He was admitted to the 3rd Field Ambulance then to the 1st Australian Casualty Clearing Station. Jack 
was then taken by the Hospital Ship ‘Delta’ to the British Red Cross No 19 General Hospital at Alexandra, Egypt. 
Jack did not recover from his bout of pneumonia until late in January 1916 and he remained in Egypt until 9th May 
1915.  
 
On the 9th May 1915 Jack embarked from Alexandrina, Egypt and disembarked at Marseilles, France. By the 20th 
May 1915 Jack was in Estaples, in northern France.  
 
His Service Record over the four years records several bouts of influenza and other common illnesses such as 
trench foot and venereal diseases. He was hospitalised at least six times. He also had an interesting record 
regarding reprimands for being late to parade, insubordination and drunkenness and being demoted from 
temporary Sergeant to Corporal (September 1916). 
 

On the 26th October 1916 Jack was promoted to the rank of Sergeant. In mid November 1916 Jack suffered from 
severe trench foot in the trenches in Belgium and he was first sent to hospital in Rouen, France, then via Le Havre, 
France to England. Having recovered from trench foot he was granted some furlough then served at Brigade 
headquarters, Perham Downs.  

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105481415


Close Shaves. (1915, December 21). The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59987778 

 

Letter from Jack Sinclair to his parents 

December 1916 

 

Letter from Jack’s father to the University of Adelaide providing details of Jack’s service 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59987778


In early 1917 Jack spent 49 days at the Australian Dermatological Hospital, Bulford, Wiltshire receiving treatment 

for VD. 

 
 

Jack remained in England until October 1917. He was based at Perham (Wiltshire) then at Wareham (Dorset). 

From the 25th March 1917 to the 19th September Jack was with the 70th Battalion. During that time he was 

severely reprimanded for failing to appear at early morning parade. Jack then transferred back to the 10th 

Battalion and was based at Hurdcott, Wiltshire, where he was twice reprimanded, once for missing parade and 

once for being late for parade. 

 

Jack left England, via Southampton on the 9th October 1917 landing at Havre. Shortly after his arrival in France he 

was again in hospital receiving treatment for VD. He was out of hospital by mid November 1917. Jack was 

considered but not accepted for the Brigade Mining Coy. 

 

On the 6th May 1918 Jack was admitted to the 3rd Field Ambulance with tonsillitis. He was transferred to the 15th 

Casualty Clearing Station then to the 25th General Hospital. Jack then contracted influenza and he did not return 

to his unit until the 5th July 1918. 

 

Death  
 

John Mitchell (Jack) Sinclair was killed in action at Merris, France on 30 July 1918, aged 24 having served for 

almost four years. He has no known grave and is commemorated at the Villers Bretonneux Memorial (Australian 

National Memorial - France).  

 

 

Villers Bretonneux Memorial  



LATE SERGEANT JACK SINCLAIR. (1918, August 14). Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article106505438 

 

 

Expression of sympathy on the death of Sgt Jack Sinclair 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article106505438


THE AUSTRALIANS. (1918, August 17). The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 – 1929 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60373043 

 

 

Expressions of sympathy on the death of Sgt Jack Sinclair 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60373043


John Mitchell Sinclair's name is located at panel 60 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial 

(as indicated by the poppy on the plan). 

 

 

 

Thomas Walter Sinclair 
 

Jack’s brother, Thomas Walter Sinclair also served in the 10th Battalion, AIF. Fortunately for the Sinclair family, Tom 

returned from his WWI service.  

 

 
  



 

Profile by: Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC ANZAC Memorial Committee) 
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