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Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to
ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Malcolm
George Douglas Murray. It is compilation of information and
photographs collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC ANZAC MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

Regimental number
Place of birth

School

Religion
Occupation
Address

Marital status

Age at embarkation

Next of kin

Previous military service
Enlistment date

Rank on enlistment

Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll number

Embarkation details

Rank from Nominal Roll

Unit from Nominal Roll

Malcolm George Douglas MURRAY

3647
Adelaide, South Australia

St Peter's School, Adelaide, South Australia, and Trinity College,
Cambridge, England

Church of England

Farmer

Eastwood, South Australia
Married

30

Wife, Mrs M L Murray, 'Hatherton', Park Terrace, Eastwood, South
Australia

Served as Lieut in King Edward's Horse.

3 October 1917

Private

9th Light Horse Regiment, 33rd Reinforcement
10/14/5

Unit embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board SS Port Darwin
on 30 April 1918

Private

9th Light Horse Regiment

Other details from Roll of Honour Circular Whilst at Cambridge he surprised Oxford by taking down C B Fry's record

Fate

Place of death or wounding
Age at death

Place of burial

Panel number, Roll of Honour,
Australian War Memorial

Miscellaneous information from
cemetery records

for the long jump and put the inter-university figures up to 22ft 1/2in.
Died of disease 25 October 1918

Damascus, Syria

31

Damascus British War Cemetery (Row D, Grave No. 41), Syria

7

Parents: Malcolm and Rebecca MURRAY; husband of Margaret Louise
MURRAY, 5 Warrington Crescent, Maida Vale, London. Native of Adelaide,
South Australia




Service Record

recordsearch.naa.gov.au



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=7992222

RSL Virtual War Memorial

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/56707

MURRAY, Malcolm George Douglas

Service
Number: 3647
Enlisted: 3 October 1917, Adelaide, South Australia
Last Rank: Trooper
Last Unit: 9th Light Horse Regiment
Born: Adelaide, South Australia, 4 January 1887
Home Town: Magill, Campbelltown, South Australia
Schooling: St Peter's College, Adelaide and Trinity College, Cambridge
Occupation: Farmer/Grazier
Died: Died of lliness (dysentery), Syria, 25 October 1918, aged 31 years
Cemetery: Damascus Commonwealth War Cemetery
Memorials: Adelaide National War Memorial (WW1), Australian War Memorial, Roll of Honour
World War 1 Service
3 Oct 1917: Enlisted AIF WW1, Private, SN 3647, Adelaide, South Australia
30 Apr 1918: Embarked AIF WW1, Private, SN 3647, 9th Light Horse Regiment, SS Port Darwin,
Sydney
30 Apr 1918: Involvement AIF WW1, Private, SN 3647, 9th Light Horse Regiment,
Enlistment/Embarkation WW1
25 0ct 1918: Involvement AIF WW1, Trooper, SN 3647, 9th Light Horse Regiment



https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/56707

Biography

From the book Fallen Saints - (by Robert Kearney)

Malcolm George Douglas Murray of Eastwood, South Australia was born in Adelaide in 1887.

He was educated at the Collegiate School of St. Peter, Adelaide and later at Trinity College, Cambridge England.

Whilst at Cambridge he surprised Oxford by taking down C B Fry's record for the long jump and put the inter-
university figures up to 22ft 0% inch. While in England he served three years as a Lieutenant in the British Territorial
Army (King Edwards Horse) [i]

Prior to enlisting in the AIF on 3 October 1917, he was a grazier and with his wife and two children lived and worked
on his farm at Magill on the edge of the Adelaide hills.

Immediately after enlistment, he was posted to B Company at Mitcham Camp and towards the end of October
joined the 33rd quota of reinforcements for the 9th Light Horse Regiment. He was made an acting corporal on 16
February 1918 and at the end of April Corporal Murray, 33rd reinforcements, sailed from Sydney aboard HMAT Port
Darwin. After disembarkation at Suez on 7 June, he reverted to his substantive rank that day but was promoted to
corporal two days later and allotted to General reinforcements on 19 June.

He reverted to Trooper on 9 August and joined the ranks of the 9th Light Horse Regiment on 18 August 1918 but on
8 October was admitted to the French Hospital at Damascus suffering from the effects of acute dysentery and died
there on 25 October 1918; he was 31 years of age.

Malcolm’s uncle, the Honourable Sir George John Robert Murray, KCMG, BA, LLM, who had also attended the
Collegiate School of St Peter as a boy, served South Australia as the Chief Justice, Chancellor of Adelaide University
and Lieutenant Governor.

[i] Australian War Memorial, Roll of Honour data base - Murray, Malcolm George Douglas — Roll of Honour circular,
viewed 21 January 2006.




Biography

Early Life

Malcolm George Douglas Murray was born on the 4th January 1887, the son of Pulteney Malcolm Borthwick Murray
and Rebecca Brown (SA Birth Registration 388/166). He was known by his third forename, Douglas.

Schooling
Douglas attended St Peter’s College from 1897 to 1905. In 1901 he won the College Chemistry Prize and in 1905 he
passed the Senior Public Examinations.

He competed in the College Sports from 1899 and in the Intercollegiate Sports from 1900. At the 1903 College sports
he set a new Broad (Long) Jump record of 18’ 11”. He broke his own record in 1904 jumping 19’ 2%4” and again in
1905 jumping 19’ 10%”. In 1905 Douglas was second in the St Peter’s College Cup and had the honour of captaining
the Inter-Collegiate side. Douglas won the Long Jump at the 1904 and 1905 Inter-Collegiate contests, creating a new
record in 1905 by jumping 20’ 1” and winning by over 2% feet. His Inter-Collegiate record was not broken until 1912.

———

The sensation of the afternoon wis pro T
vided by M. G. D. Murrey, cavtam of (he
St. Peter s team, who in the semor long |
mp made oaoe I'enp winch gt s fellow- |
compelitors hopelessly out  of  the gl |
Last year Murray won the same event hy
covering 14 fL. 6 in., and defeated A G,
Trott (P.A), who m 198, had estaliliched
a record by cleanng a turther 23 . Azun
at the 8t Peter’s sporte on Saturday week |
Murray won the long jump by springing
over the remarkable space of 19 11, 10, .
The climax, however, wes renchiad on Sat-
urdav. A space of about 5 square [oct
facing the pavilions had been dug and a
bed of sand laid down ax a soft spat for
competitors to land on. Thie ares it was
thowght would be sufficrently fxcze 1or any-
thinz but an extraordinanly good or lad
l:mp Murray took a long and rapil eun,

aped high, and landed on  the Jurther
edge of the mndbed. The storm o dieers
was renewed when it was announced that
the istance covered had beon ) ft. |
in. Murray was not  requirad to jamn
again.  The second man coverad 2 ft, 7]
in. 'eml “l“lf'kj (8.P.) created enthnsivem |

In 1904 Douglas competed in the Inter-Collegiate Gymnastics competition winning the Jumping (6’ 0”) and Tiger
Leaping Events and in 1905 he was equal first in the Tiger Leaping (7’ 3”).




Douglas also played Intercollegiate Football in 1903-05.

Front Row (from left to right)—H. M, Moyes, V. Cresdee, W. H. Stevensen /vicewaptain), L. A, Lewis
(captain),H. B, James, M. G. D. Murray, and .. B. Dean,
Middle Row—C. R. Wallmann, L. W, Gill A V. Stephen, J. Forvest, E. P. Turner,
A J. S Lindray. and A, E, Roes.
Back Row—H. I". Pincombe, H. J. Webb, i, G. Tawkes, and W. R, Warren.

THE 8T. PETER'S COLLEGE TEAM,

1904 Intercollegiate Football - M.G.D. Murray Front Row — Second from Right

Adelaide University
Douglas commenced studying toward a Bachelor of Science degree at Adelaide University in 1906 but in July 1907 he
departed for England to commence a BA at Trinity College, Cambridge.

Sport

Athletics

In the South Australian Amateur Athletics competition in April 1906 Douglas came second in the Broad Jump and in
September 1906 he went one better, winning the contest. He represented the University in the 1906 Inter Varsity
Athletics competition.

Football

In 1906 Douglas played for Adelaide University in the Adelaide and Suburban competition.

Cricket

Also a cricketer, Douglas was not able to play for the University as team did not enter official competition in the
SACA until 1908/09. However, in the 1906/07 season he represented Havelock in one of the suburban grades. He
scored 108 runs in 8 innings with a high score of 39 not out and an average of 14.6, he took 9 wickets in 31.2 overs
at an average of 12.6.




1906 — Adelaide University Inter Varsity Athletics Team

Back: W.B.Angwin, G.C.Campbell, C.Yeatman.
Front: M.G.D.Murray, E.B.Jones, C.L.Jessop, C.R.Doudy, M.H.Moyes.
Held in Melbourne, won by Sydney, Adelaide second.

Cambridge University

In later July 1907, Douglas left for the UK to commence studying at Trinity College, Cambridge and by April 1908 he
had been selected to represent the Cambridge in the 120 yards hurdles at the Inter Varsity Athletics competition.

Douglas represented Australia at the Olympic Games in London but was beaten in the heats of the 400 yards
hurdles.

OLYMPIAN GAMES,

Australian Successes.

—

TONDON. Jule 21,

Frank Beanrepaire. the Melbourme swim.
mer, tinished fourth i the <eminnal of the
100 metres (100 13 vardas ewimming cham-
pionship, st was not placed in the final,
. M Danels | England |, the holder of rhe
100 vards amareur  championzhin record
(5% 2361, won the nnal i 6) 3%, beating
Zoltan de Halmay bv u vard. Pesurepaine
won hix heat for the 1500 mwires evenl,
bt F. W, Spriugtield. the Rrisbane cotn
pelitor, waz heaten in the preiimimary cen
test By Pattersb.

The athletic events contested vesterday |
included the #0 metres (1370 vurds
burdles, In this event M. . 12 Murray,
of Sonth Auvstralia (now at Trmity (ollege,
Cambridge! was  beaten  in his heat by |
Bacon, sn  American eompetitor, who |
covered the distance in 57e. which eon- !
stitutes a record for the Olympie inter- |
pationnl games, |

G. Towns, the Australian sculler, has ar-
rived in Enginnd, and was given a welonme
on Tue«dav by muny representative rewing
men, including Barry.




In 1909 Douglas represented Trinity College at the Cambridge University Sports and Cambridge University in the
Intervarsity Sports. He won the long jump at both events, jumping 20’ 11” for Trinity and 22’ % for Cambridge. He
also won the 100 yards flat and 120 yards hurdles for Trinity.

The following year, Douglas won the Inter-Varsity Long Jump with a leap of 21’ 5% however in 1911, Douglas did not
reproduce his best form and came second in the event.

OXFORD VERSUS CAMBRIDGE.

A LONG JUMP,

Mareh 4

2

The unlvqu'ty sporta  between Oxin:d
and Cambridge resulted in a victory ta
Oxford by 8 points to 4. :

Mr. M. G. D. Murray, an Adekiide otu-
dent, won the long jump for Cambildge

He covered 22 feet 0% inches.

on [Last year Cambrid i
covered 20 ft. 11 in. 4. The iy 3-'."%0&::32? o Ll
The workd’s record for & long jump stands o ! Koo yards, loog jump, lig.
= , Quarte ile, M1l mile, >
to the credit of P. O'Comnor. At Dublia three’ milos, (Arowing Lhe hamaer. i
on Auguat 5, 1901, be covered 24 i, 11% in. the weight.)

e )

1909

UNTVERSITY SPORTS.
CAMBRIDGE BEATS
OXFORD.

SIX EVENTS TO FOUR.
AUSTRALIANS COMPETING.

London. March 26.

The annual Oxford v. Cambridge
afhletic sports meeting was held
vesterday at Queen’s Club, and
Cambridge defeated Oxford by win-
ning six events to four.

M. G. D. Murray, of St. Peter’s
College, Adelaide, and Trinity Col-
lege, Cambridge, competed for the
long jump : and Angas, of Adelaide, |
was one of the Cambridge represen- .
tatives in the high lum‘p_. !

(Murray won the long jump both
in 1909 and 1910, Cambridge won

the sporta last year by seven events
to three. Cambridge h r

1910

While At Trinity College, Cambridge Douglas spent three years in King Edward’s Light Horse (composed of four
squadrons of colonial volunteers resident in the UK). He rose to the rank of Lieutenant.

M.G.D. Murray’s St Peters and Trinity College Medals




Farming

In 1912 Douglas returned to Australia and acquired Pinnacle Estate, near Grenfell in the central west of NSW. He
married Margaret Louise Campbell on the 8" March 1913 at Magill. The couple spent part of their honeymoon at the
Australia Hotel in Sydney.

MURRAY -CAMPRELL. —On the Sth March, at
St. George's Church, Magill, by the Rev., Harvey
Bbbs, Malcolnt George Douglas, son of Mm,  Mur-
ray, of Park-terrace, Park<ide, and the late Mal-
colm Murray, of Wirrabara, to Mwur t Louise,
daughter of Mra. Campbell, of Delaware Man-

sions, Msauda Vale, London, W., oend the late
Charles Campbell

Douglas continued farming after WW!I broke out and stated in February 1915 that he “would go to the front now but
for his wife.” From March 1915 Douglas and Margaret (“Madge”) spent a couple of month in Adelaide. While in
Adelaide their daughter Mary (Molly) Campbell Murray was born. Back in NSW, Douglas, of the firm, Murray and
Warren, who were large wheat growers on their Pinnacle Estate, motored over to Woodlands to get first hand
evidence of the Governments attempts to grow wheat in that area

In July 1916 Douglas was sworn in as a Justice of the Peace in NSW In November 1916 the Government proclaimed a
number of holdings which it is intended to acquire under the Closer Settlement Act. This proclamation included
Pinnacle Estate. However the couple were still, of Pinnacle Station, when on the 9" February 1917, at Darlinghurst,
their son (Alexander (Alec) George Campbell Murray) was born.

The book, ‘Fallen Saints’, states that Douglas then farmed at Magill, SA. Madge’s address on Douglas’ enlistment was
Park Terrace, Parkside (now Greenbhill Rd).

World War |

On the 3" of October 1917 Douglas enlisted at the Mitcham Camp as a Private in the ot Light Horse (SN 3647). He
was 30 years and 9 months old, 5’ 8” tall, with a medium complexion, hazel eyes and brown hair (going bald).

He embarked from Sydney on the S.S. ‘Port Darwin’ on the 30" April 1918. He disembarked at the Suez on 7" June
1918. He served briefly with the G.S. Rifles and was an Acting Corporal.

Douglas became ill with dysentery and was sent to the French Hospital in Damascus, Syria where he died of disease
on 25" October 1918. He was buried at the Damascus Protestant Cemetery. His is described in the obituaries below
as a Corporal perhaps due to his period of acting in that role.

Trooper Malcolm George Douglas Murray's name is located at panel 7 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian
War Memorial. He was survived by his wife and two children.




The Late Corporai Murray

A FORBES SOLDIER'S CAREER.

Ihe Vidlolade ‘Regster”  oi o lust
month has the tollowing to say con
cerning the death of Corporat MGYD
Murray, formerly of innacle  sta-
titt, Forbes:—

Cpl, M G D Murray, who died 1 4
Froneh nnilitary hospital in Damasen
at the end of Octdber, "while on ac-

tive servies, was an old scholar  of
St. Peter's College, where his fame
v an athlete was widely koown. He

was the rldcr' son of the late My

Mulcolm Murray, formerly of Wir-
rabara, and of Mrs., Murray, of Park
| eeracy, Fastwood, and was 31 yeary
of age. As a collegian he distinguish

el himsell in sport for several ycars,
rarticularly over hurdles, and won
nuny medals His greatest feat was
accomplished in 19035, when he was
captain. of bis school in the inter-
collegiate sports. He created a sur-
prise at the time by jumping 20ft.
viding at the first attempt in the
long jump contest with A G Tront
(I A, C.), thus beating the prevines
record of 1oft. Blin,  Upon leaving
St Peter’s College, he procecded to
England and entered T'rinity College, |
Cambridge—the Alma Mater of his
uncle, the Chief Justice (Sic George

L

and his deatl, on the eve of victory,
will be mourned by n large circle of

esteemed. He has left a widow and |

ter).

Murray)—where he subsequently stn
died for the arts degree There
again he proved his prowess a8 A
sportsman, and carried off many pri-

In 1909 he broke the inter-uni-
yersity (Oxford and Cambridge) re:
cord in a long jump of 251, lin Af-
ter having spent four years at ihe
famous English seat of Yearning, he
retnrned 1o Adelaide in 1012, and suh.
wequently acquired Pinnacles Station.
a1 Grenfell, New South Wales In
October, 1017, he sold out and joined
e ath Light Horse reinforcements
at Mitcham as a trooper He had
nievionsly held o commission as o
licutenant in an  Fnglish  regiment
(King Edward's Horse), to which he
Liclonged from 1007 to 1011, but was
of opinion that as an Australian he
would prefer to be attached to  Aus-
tralian troops, and acted accordingly
He left for TPalestine in April last,

iriends, among whom he was highly

two young children (a son and davgh-
A younger brother (Bmdr. J.
T. Murray) is at present in France

Cpl. M. G. D. Murray,

Opl. M. G, D, Mu.m\‘v. who dind in 8
French military hospital in Damamcus at
the end of Octaber, ‘while un active servics,
was an old scholar of St. Peter's Collegs,
where his fame as an athlete wns widely
known. TIle was the older @ of the late
Mr Maleolm .\Iur"’( formerly of Wirra-
bura, and of Mra, .‘umy, of Park ter-
race, Eastwond, and was 31 years of age.
Az a collegian he distinguished himself in
aport for several years, particularly over
burdles, and won many meda Hia
greatest frat waa acoomplished in 1005,
wnen ne was cap tain of his school in the
mter<o'leg'ate wiorts,  He created a sur-
priee at the time by jumping 20 ft. 11} in.
at the first attempt in the E)nu jump con-
test with A, (3. Trott (P.A.C.), thue beat-
{_-g !.hf pnsvlocnu l"‘ecord of l‘l .‘t.hS{ in,
1on Jeaving St. Peter's College, he pro-
cceded to l"m;}nud. and entered Triz':ty
College, L‘amhr:d?e—lhe Alma Mater of)
Eiz unele, the Chief Justice (Sir George
Murray)—where he mblcquent\{. studied
for the arts degree. Taere agsin he proved
his prowees as u aporteman, and carried off
many prizes,  In 1900 he broke the inter
university (Oxford and Cambridge) record
in a long jump of 22 ft, & in. Alter havin
sient four yeoars at the famous Englia
ecat of leaarning, he returnad o Adelaide
in 1012, and subscquently aequired Pin-|
nacley Station, at  Grenfell, New  South
Walea, In UOctober, 1917, he sold out
enid inined the Oth Light Homwe reinforce-
monts at Mitelhom as o teooner. e had
proviously heil a commision as a lieu
tenwnt in an  Koglsh regiment (King!
Palward's Hosad, to which he belonges
from 1907 149 1011, but was of opinon tﬁ-\t
a@ an Australian he would prefer to be
attached 1o Avatmlinn troops, and acted
aword nglv. Mo left for Palestine 1n|
Aprii last, and his death, on the eve of
vietary, will be mourned by a large circle
aof friond:, among whom he wius highly
esteemed.  He las left a widow and two
young chidmen (a son and daughter), A
vounger brother (Bmdr. J, T, Murzuy) i
at present in Frunce, [

Roll of Honor.

REFERRING to the death of Mr. Doug-
las Murray (late of Pinnacle) the
“Bulletin" saya : “A fine athlete was
wasted when Douglas Murrny died in
Damascus, at 31. He was one of the
A. B. Murray squatting clan of South
Australin; and a nephew of the Chief
Justice. For St. Peter's school in
1905 he put up the intercollegiate long-
jump record of 20ft. 113in. ; and then,
going on to Cambridge, hLe surprised
Oxford by taking down C. B. Fry's
record, and put inter-university figures
up to 22ft. 0%in. In England he was
a lieutenant in King Edward's -Light
Horse. When this war broke out he
sold his station at Pinnacle, got buck
to Adelaide, and enlisted there, feeling
that his proper place was with the
Australian forces,” Writing to Mrs.
W. Yeomans, Mrs, Murray said
“ . . . T had just got a letter
from him saying how well he wag: he
had just come out of action and every-
thing seemed to be going splendidly
v + . anda few days afterward 1
got the cable. I don't know any par-
ticulars yet, except that he died in u
French Hospital at Dimageus.”

To his maoy Grenfell friends the
news came as & great shock, and much
sympathy is felt for Mrs, Murray, who,
we understand, will shortly leave for
England.
e e




Legacy

Madge took Molly and Alec to England from June 1923 to December 1924. In April 1936 Mary Campbell Murray and
Alexander George Campbell Murray each inherited the income on £5,000 from the estate of their great Aunt, Miss
Margaret Tinline Murray (the sister of Chief Justice, Sir George Murray).

The family lived at Avenel Gardens, Medindie and frequently spent summers at Henley Beach. Madge and Molly
spent much of 1939 in the UK and travelling on the continent. Alec attended St Peter’s College and later became a
renowned photographer. He moved to Sydney then to London. In 1949 he was appointed London photographer for
the American publication ‘Theatre Arts’ and in 1952 he travelled to Kenya to photograph Clarke Gabel and Ava
Gardner.

Madge later took an apartment at Greenways, North Adelaide. Molly was ‘Miss Molly Murray, of Kensington Close,
London’ in March 1954 and had booked a passage to return to Australia in October.

Margaret Louise Murray died on the 28th June 1971 and was cremated at Centennial Park, SA.

ST. PETER'S TEAM of Old Colleglans In the match against Prince Alfred yesterday In-
cluded Mr, Jack Murray, the international. This was the family party (left to right)—
Alec. Murray, Mrs. Muarray, Mr. Murray (he played for Saints), Mrs. Douginss Murray

SPSC Old Collegians Match v PAC in 1931
(left to right) Douglas’ son Alec, Mrs Jack Murray, Jack Murray*, Douglas' Widow Madge.

*John Tinline Murray, Douglas’ younger brother was East Torrens, State and International Cricketer.

JOHN MURRAY

Full name: John Tinline Murray

Born 1st December 1892, Norwood, Adelaide. South Australia. Australia

Died 19th September 1974, Stirling, Adelaide, South Australia, Australia

Batting: Right-hand batsman

Bowling: Right-arm medium pace

Occasional wicket-

keeper

Teams: South Australia (Main FC: 1911/12-1925/26); Australian Imperial Forces (Other FC

1919-1919/20); Australian Xl (Other FC: 1924/25); All teams

St Peter's College, Adelaide Captain: 1909/10 - 1910/11
Lists of matches and more detailed statistics
First-Class Career Batting and Fielding (1911/12-1925/26)

M I NO Runs HS Ave 100 50 Ct
Overall 43 79 5 1964 152 26.54 4 6 38
First-Class Career Bowling (1911/12-1925/26)

Balls Mdns Runs Wkts BB Ave Swl 10wM SRate Econ

Overall 1106 7 695 12 2-63 57.91 0 0 92.16 377

This page was created by the CricketArchive Oracles




PORTRAIT: Miss Mary (Molly) Campbell Murray
(d. 1990, daughter of Malcolm George Douglas Murray and Margaret Louise Campbell)
Photographer: Alec G. C Murray (her brother)

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee)
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