
 

 
Pte. Malcolm George Douglas Murray 

† 
25th October 1918 

 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club - 1906 

Bachelor of Arts, Trinity College, Cambridge  



 

 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to 

ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of  Malcolm 

George Douglas Murray. It is compilation of information and 

photographs collected from a variety of historical sources. 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC ANZAC MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
 
 



 
The AIF Project 

 

Malcolm George Douglas MURRAY 

Regimental number 3647 

Place of birth Adelaide, South Australia 

School St Peter's School, Adelaide, South Australia, and Trinity College, 

Cambridge, England 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Farmer 

Address Eastwood, South Australia 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 30 

Next of kin Wife, Mrs M L Murray, 'Hatherton', Park Terrace, Eastwood, South 

Australia 

Previous military service Served as Lieut in King Edward's Horse. 

Enlistment date 3 October 1917 

Rank on enlistment Private 

Unit name 9th Light Horse Regiment, 33rd Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 10/14/5 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board SS Port Darwin 

on 30 April 1918 

Rank from Nominal Roll Private 

Unit from Nominal Roll 9th Light Horse Regiment 

Other details from Roll of Honour Circular Whilst at Cambridge he surprised Oxford by taking down C B Fry's record 

for the long jump and put the inter-university figures up to 22ft 1/2in. 

Fate Died of disease 25 October 1918 

Place of death or wounding Damascus, Syria 

Age at death 31 

Place of burial Damascus British War Cemetery (Row D, Grave No. 41), Syria 

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 

  Australian War Memorial 

7 

Miscellaneous information from 

  cemetery records 

Parents: Malcolm and Rebecca MURRAY; husband of Margaret Louise 

MURRAY, 5 Warrington Crescent, Maida Vale, London. Native of Adelaide, 

South Australia 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Service Record 
 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=7992222 

 

 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=7992222


 
RSL Virtual War Memorial 
 
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/56707 

 

MURRAY, Malcolm George Douglas 

 

Service 

Number: 
3647 

Enlisted: 3 October 1917, Adelaide, South Australia  

Last Rank: Trooper 

Last Unit: 9th Light Horse Regiment  

Born: Adelaide, South Australia , 4 January 1887 

Home Town: Magill, Campbelltown, South Australia 

Schooling: St Peter's College, Adelaide and Trinity College, Cambridge 

Occupation: Farmer/Grazier 

Died: Died of Illness (dysentery), Syria, 25 October 1918, aged 31 years 

Cemetery: Damascus Commonwealth War Cemetery 

Memorials: Adelaide National War Memorial (WW1), Australian War Memorial, Roll of Honour 

 

World War 1 Service 

3 Oct 1917: Enlisted AIF WW1, Private, SN 3647, Adelaide, South Australia  
 

30 Apr 1918: Embarked AIF WW1, Private, SN 3647, 9th Light Horse Regiment, SS Port Darwin, 

Sydney   

30 Apr 1918: Involvement AIF WW1, Private, SN 3647, 9th Light Horse Regiment, 

Enlistment/Embarkation WW1   

25 Oct 1918: Involvement AIF WW1, Trooper, SN 3647, 9th Light Horse Regiment 
 

 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/56707


 
Biography 

 
From the book Fallen Saints  - (by Robert Kearney) 
 
Malcolm George Douglas Murray of Eastwood, South Australia was born in Adelaide in 1887. 
 
He was educated at the Collegiate School of St. Peter, Adelaide and later at Trinity College, Cambridge England. 
 
Whilst at Cambridge he surprised Oxford by taking down C B Fry's record for the long jump and put the inter-
university figures up to 22ft 0½ inch. While in England he served three years as a Lieutenant in the British Territorial 
Army (King Edwards Horse) [i] 
 
Prior to enlisting in the AIF on 3 October 1917, he was a grazier and with his wife and two children lived and worked 
on his farm at Magill on the edge of the Adelaide hills. 
 
Immediately after enlistment, he was posted to B Company at Mitcham Camp and towards the end of October 
joined the 33rd quota of reinforcements for the 9th Light Horse Regiment. He was made an acting corporal on 16 
February 1918 and at the end of April Corporal Murray, 33rd reinforcements, sailed from Sydney aboard HMAT Port 
Darwin. After disembarkation at Suez on 7 June, he reverted to his substantive rank that day but was promoted to 
corporal two days later and allotted to General reinforcements on 19 June. 
 
He reverted to Trooper on 9 August and joined the ranks of the 9th Light Horse Regiment on 18 August 1918 but on 
8 October was admitted to the French Hospital at Damascus suffering from the effects of acute dysentery and died 
there on 25 October 1918; he was 31 years of age. 
 
Malcolm’s uncle, the Honourable Sir George John Robert Murray, KCMG, BA, LLM, who had also attended the 
Collegiate School of St Peter as a boy, served South Australia as the Chief Justice, Chancellor of Adelaide University 
and Lieutenant Governor. 
 
[i] Australian War Memorial, Roll of Honour data base - Murray, Malcolm George Douglas – Roll of Honour circular, 
viewed 21 January 2006. 
 

  



 
Biography 
Early Life 
Malcolm George Douglas Murray was born on the 4th January 1887, the son of Pulteney Malcolm Borthwick Murray 
and Rebecca Brown (SA Birth Registration 388/166). He was known by his third forename, Douglas. 
 

Schooling 
Douglas attended St Peter’s College from 1897 to 1905. In 1901 he won the College Chemistry Prize and in 1905 he 
passed the Senior Public Examinations. 
 
He competed in the College Sports from 1899 and in the Intercollegiate Sports from 1900. At the 1903 College sports 
he set a new Broad (Long) Jump record of 18’ 11”. He broke his own record in 1904 jumping 19’ 2¼” and again in 
1905 jumping 19’ 10¼”. In 1905 Douglas was second in the St Peter’s College Cup and had the honour of captaining 
the Inter-Collegiate side. Douglas won the Long Jump at the 1904 and 1905 Inter-Collegiate contests, creating a new 
record in 1905 by jumping 20’ 1” and winning by over 2½ feet. His Inter-Collegiate record was not broken until 1912. 
 

               
 

 
 

In 1904 Douglas competed in the Inter-Collegiate Gymnastics competition winning the Jumping (6’ 0”) and Tiger 

Leaping Events and in 1905 he was equal first in the Tiger Leaping (7’ 3”). 

 



 
Douglas also played Intercollegiate Football in 1903-05. 
 

 
 

1904 Intercollegiate Football - M.G.D. Murray Front Row – Second from Right 

 

Adelaide University 
Douglas commenced studying toward a Bachelor of Science degree at Adelaide University in 1906 but in July 1907 he 
departed for England to commence a BA at Trinity College, Cambridge. 
 

Sport 
Athletics 

In the South Australian Amateur Athletics competition in April 1906 Douglas came second in the Broad Jump and in 

September 1906 he went one better, winning the contest. He represented the University in the 1906 Inter Varsity 

Athletics competition.  

Football  

In 1906 Douglas played for Adelaide University in the Adelaide and Suburban competition.  

Cricket 

Also a cricketer, Douglas was not able to play for the University as team did not enter official competition in the 

SACA  until 1908/09. However, in the 1906/07 season he represented Havelock in one of the suburban grades. He 

scored 108 runs in 8 innings with a high score of 39 not out and an average of 14.6 , he took 9 wickets in 31.2 overs 

at an average of 12.6. 

 

 



 
1906 – Adelaide University Inter Varsity Athletics Team 

 

 

Back: W.B.Angwin, G.C.Campbell, C.Yeatman. 

Front: M.G.D.Murray, E.B.Jones, C.L.Jessop, C.R.Doudy, M.H.Moyes. 

Held in Melbourne, won by Sydney, Adelaide second. 

Cambridge University 
In later July 1907, Douglas left for the UK to commence studying at Trinity College, Cambridge and by April 1908 he 
had been selected to represent the Cambridge in the 120 yards hurdles at the Inter Varsity Athletics competition. 
Douglas represented Australia at the Olympic Games in London but was beaten in the heats of the 400 yards 
hurdles.  
 

 



 
In 1909 Douglas represented Trinity College at the Cambridge University Sports and Cambridge University in the 

Intervarsity Sports. He won the long jump at both events, jumping 20’ 11” for Trinity and 22’ ½“ for Cambridge. He 

also won the 100 yards flat and 120 yards hurdles for Trinity. 

The following year, Douglas won the Inter-Varsity Long Jump with a leap of 21’ 5½“ however in 1911, Douglas did not 

reproduce his best form and came second in the event. 

                 

1909 

 

1910 

While At Trinity College, Cambridge Douglas spent three years in King Edward’s Light Horse (composed of four 
squadrons of colonial volunteers resident in the UK). He rose to the rank of Lieutenant.   
 

 
 

M.G.D. Murray’s St Peters and Trinity College Medals 



 
Farming  
 
In 1912 Douglas returned to Australia and acquired Pinnacle Estate, near Grenfell in the central west of NSW. He 
married Margaret Louise Campbell on the 8th March 1913 at Magill. The couple spent part of their honeymoon at the 
Australia Hotel in Sydney.  
 

 
 

 

Douglas continued farming after WWI broke out and stated in February 1915 that he “would go to the front now but 

for his wife.” From March 1915 Douglas and Margaret (“Madge”) spent a couple of month in Adelaide. While in 

Adelaide their daughter Mary (Molly) Campbell Murray was born. Back in NSW,  Douglas, of the firm, Murray and 

Warren, who were large wheat growers on their Pinnacle Estate, motored over to Woodlands to get first hand 

evidence of the Governments attempts to grow wheat in that area 

 

 In July 1916 Douglas was sworn in as a Justice of the Peace in NSW In November 1916 the Government proclaimed a 

number of holdings which it is intended to acquire under the Closer Settlement Act. This proclamation included 

Pinnacle Estate. However the couple were still, of Pinnacle Station, when on the 9th February 1917, at Darlinghurst, 

their son (Alexander (Alec) George Campbell Murray) was born. 

 

The book, ‘Fallen Saints’, states that Douglas then farmed at Magill, SA. Madge’s address on Douglas’ enlistment was 

Park Terrace, Parkside (now Greenhill Rd). 

 

World War I 
 
On the 3rd of October 1917 Douglas enlisted at the Mitcham Camp as a Private in the 9th Light Horse (SN 3647). He 
was 30 years and 9 months old, 5’ 8” tall, with a medium complexion, hazel eyes and brown hair (going bald). 
 
He embarked from Sydney on the S.S. ‘Port Darwin’ on the 30th April 1918. He disembarked at the Suez on 7th June 
1918. He served briefly with the G.S. Rifles and was an Acting Corporal. 
 
Douglas became ill with dysentery and was sent to the French Hospital in Damascus, Syria where he died of disease 
on 25th October 1918. He was buried at the Damascus Protestant Cemetery. His is described in the obituaries below 
as a Corporal perhaps due to his period of acting in that role.  
 
Trooper Malcolm George Douglas Murray's name is located at panel 7 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian 
War Memorial. He was survived by his wife and two children. 
 



 

 
 

      



 
Legacy 

Madge took Molly and Alec to England from June 1923 to December 1924. In April 1936 Mary Campbell Murray and 

Alexander George Campbell Murray each inherited the income on £5,000 from the estate of their great Aunt, Miss 

Margaret Tinline Murray (the sister of Chief Justice, Sir George Murray).  

The family lived at Avenel Gardens, Medindie and frequently spent summers at Henley Beach. Madge and Molly 

spent much of 1939 in the UK and travelling on the continent. Alec attended St Peter’s College and later became a 

renowned photographer. He moved to Sydney then to London. In 1949 he was appointed London photographer for 

the American publication ‘Theatre Arts’ and in 1952 he travelled to Kenya to photograph Clarke Gabel and Ava 

Gardner. 

 

Madge later took an apartment at Greenways, North Adelaide. Molly was ‘Miss Molly Murray, of Kensington Close, 

London’ in March 1954 and had booked a passage to return to Australia in October.  

 

Margaret Louise Murray died on the 28th June 1971 and was cremated at Centennial Park, SA.  

 

 
SPSC Old Collegians Match v PAC in 1931 

(left to right)  Douglas’ son Alec, Mrs Jack Murray, Jack Murray*, Douglas' Widow Madge. 

 

*John Tinline Murray, Douglas’ younger brother was East Torrens, State and International Cricketer. 

 



 

 
 

PORTRAIT: Miss Mary (Molly) Campbell Murray 

(d. 1990, daughter of Malcolm George Douglas Murray and Margaret Louise Campbell) 

Photographer: Alec G. C Murray (her brother) 
 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee) 

Sources and Acknowledgements 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – M.G. Douglas Murray) 

SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Australian War Memorial  https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1659029/ 

The Adelaide University  http://hdl.handle.net/2440/63641 

https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/murray-9th-light-horse-regiment-74306492 

‘Fallen Saints’ by Robert Kearney 
State Library SA  http://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+54460 

Janne Filmer & Rob O'Shannassy (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Researchers) 
 
Murray, Malcolm George Douglas  v.1 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1659029/
http://hdl.handle.net/2440/63641
https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/murray-9th-light-horse-regiment-74306492
http://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+54460

