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Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who served 

in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on hold their 

academic, professional and sporting careers for King and Country in 

the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial 

Committee is endeavouring to identify every one of our players who 

served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their 

sacrifices and further contributions to society will be recognised by 

future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket bearing a 

plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Sydney Sylvanus 

Mills.  It is compilation of information and photographs collected 

from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 

 



 

The AIF Project 
 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=209587 
 
 

 
 

Sydney Sylvanus MILLS 
 

Place of birth Carrieton South Australia 

School Peterborough Public School, South Australia 

Other training University of Adelaide, South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Teacher 

Address Port Augusta West, South Australia 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 26 

Next of kin Wife, Mrs P H Mills, Quorn, South Australia 

Previous military service Nil 

Enlistment date 15 September 1915 

Rank on enlistment 2nd Lieutenant 

Unit name 10th Battalion, 15th Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/27/4 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board RMS Mongolia on 

9 March 1916 

Rank from Nominal Roll Lieutenant 

Unit from Nominal Roll 10th Battalion 

Recommendations (Medals and Awards) Military Cross 
 

'Great bravery, devotion to duty and powers of leadership and initiative. 

Personally rendered many gallant acts.' (Bullecourt 7 May 1917). 

Recommendation date: 14 May 1917  

Fate Killed in Action 20 September 1917 

Place of death or wounding Polygon Wood, Belgium 

Age at death 28 

Age at death from cemetery records 28 

Place of burial No known grave 

Commemoration details The Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial (Panel 17), Belgium 

The Menin Gate Memorial (so named because the road led to the town of 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=209587


 

Menin) was constructed on the site of a gateway in the eastern walls of the 
old Flemish town of Ypres, Belgium, where hundreds of thousands of allied 
troops passed on their way to the front, the Ypres salient, the site from 
April 1915 to the end of the war of some of the fiercest fighting of the war.  
The Memorial was conceived as a monument to the 350,000 men of the 
British Empire who fought in the campaign. Inside the arch, on tablets of 
Portland stone, are inscribed the names of 56,000 men, including 6,178 
Australians, who served in the Ypres campaign and who have no known 
grave.  
The opening of the Menin Gate Memorial on 24 July 1927 so moved the 
Australian artist Will Longstaff that he painted 'The Menin Gate at 
Midnight', which portrays a ghostly army of the dead marching past the 
Menin Gate. The painting now hangs in the Australian War Memorial, 
Canberra, at the entrance of which are two medieval stone lions presented 
to the Memorial by the City of Ypres in 1936.  
Since the 1930s, with the brief interval of the German occupation in the 
Second World War, the City of Ypres has conducted a ceremony at the 
Memorial at dusk each evening to commemorate those who died in the 
Ypres campaign.  

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 

  Australian War Memorial 

60 

Miscellaneous information from 

  cemetery records 

Parents: Howard and Susan MILLS; husband of Phoebe MILLS, Quorn, South 

Australia. Native of Carrieton, South Australia 

Medals Military Cross 
'For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. Under heavy 

bombardment by the enemy he carried out the work of consolidation. His 

section of the trench was repeatedly blown in, but with great tenacity and 

courage, he hung on and prevented the enemy from regaining his position.' 

Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 219 

Date: 20 December 1917  

Other details War service: Western Front 
Medals: Military Cross, British War Medal, Victory Medal 

 
 

  



 

Service Record 
 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=7981272 

 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=7981272


 

Virtual War Memorial Australia 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/98022 

 

 
 
Grave Secrets 
 
http://ww1sa.gravesecrets.net/mi.html 

 

  

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/98022
http://ww1sa.gravesecrets.net/mi.html


 

Published Biography 
 
https://familypedia.wikia.org/wiki/Sydney_Sylvanus_Mills_(1889-1918) 

 

Sydney Sylvanus Mills (1889-1918) 
 
Sydney Mills was born in Carrieton, South Australia in 1889. His father Howard Mills was a railway employee who 
moved to various locations around South Australia due to the nature of his work. Sydney was the eldest of 6 
children.  
 
Sydney attended the Peterborough Public School (known as Petersburg at the time) and the University of South 
Australia, where he trained as a teacher. He married Phoebe Taylor in Quorn in 1914 and the couple settled in the 
area.  
 

World War I 
 
Sydney was listed as a Lieutenant on the unattached list of his attestation papers on enlisting in the Australian 
Imperial Force on September 13, 1915. He obtained this rank having served as a cadet for 2 years from 1906 – 1907 
& 3 years in Commission in the cadets from 1908-1911. He enlisted at Port Augusta West in South Australia and was 
initially given the rank of 2nd Lieutenant. His vital statistics at the time were 5 feet 6 inches in height, weight 142 
pounds and chest measurement 33 and a half inches.  
 
Sydney was allocated to the 10th Battalion AIF, 15th Reinforcement, officer number 2196. The unit embarked from 
Adelaide, South Australia on board the RMS 'Mongolia' on 9th March 1916. He embarked overseas abound the HT 
'Ivernia' arriving in Alexandria on 20/5/1916 and then Marseilles on May 26, 1916.  

 
Military Cross 
 
Sydney spent a month and a half at base camp at Etaples before marching out to join the 1st Anzac Entrenching 
Battalion. He was only with the battalion for about 2 weeks before marching out to join his unit. On the 2/12/1916, 
he was given the rank of Lieutenant.  
 
In 1917, Sydney was pivotal in keeping a trench out of the hands of the German army at Bullecourt. Under heavy 
bombardment by the enemy he carried out the work of consolidation. His section of the trench was repeatedly 
blown in, but with great tenacity and courage he hung on and prevented the enemy from regaining his position.  
 
For his efforts in this particular trench, Sydney was awarded the Military Cross on July 2, 1917 for ‘conspicuous 
gallantry and devotion to duty”. His award was listed in the London Gazette on 14/8/1917, the Commonwealth of 
Australia Gazette on 20/12/1917, and his wife informed by letter from the Base Records Office on 15/1/1918. A link 
to the London Gazette entry is provided below:-  
 
Gazette Navigator 
 

  

https://familypedia.wikia.org/wiki/Sydney_Sylvanus_Mills_(1889-1918)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etaples
http://www.gazettes-online.co.uk/issues/30234/supplements/8390


 

Missing in Action  
 
For a brief time after this, Sydney was sent to Intelligence and Scouting School, rejoining his unit on August 25, 1917. 
He was reported missing in action in Belgium, September 20, 1917. The most reliable report concerning his 
disappearance came from a Sergeant J.B. Beckier of the 10th Battalion at the No. 7 Station Hospital in Boulogne, 
when he stated, "About daybreak on the morning of Sept. 20th, 1917, as we were getting ready for an attack on 
Polygon Wood, an enemy barrage was put on us and delayed our hop over. Lt. Mills was in the rear getting the 
stragglers together. I spoke to him at the time and then we got through the barrage and took up the position 
assigned to us. After that we lost sight of Mr Mills. We were not near enough to the enemy for him to have been 
taken prisoner and it was generally believed that he was knocked out."  

 

Killed in Action 
 
Further reports were gathered from other men regarding the incident to confirm if Sydney had been killed in action. 
Statements from Privates C.M. Cormack and F. Straney indicated that a shell had exploded literally on top of the 
group, and once the smoke cleared it was impossible to identify Sydney from the remains. Information from a 
Private Ridley (6014, B Company) indicated that the 9th Battalion had found his body and buried it, location 
unknown. Sydney Mills was officially listed as killed in action on 16/5/1918. 
 
Since his body could not be located, Sydney is commemorated at the Ypres (Menin gate) Memorial, Ieper, West – 
Vlaarideren, Belgium. Other medals he was awarded posthumously include the 1914-1915 Star, the British War 
Medal, and the Victory Medal. A link to the Advertiser newspaper article, speaking of his death, is attached below:-  
 

The Roll of Honour  
 

 
Memorial at Quorn which lists SS Mills 

 
References  

 Service Record of Sydney Sylvanus Mills, officer number 2196  
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5567736
https://vignette.wikia.nocookie.net/genealogy/images/f/f7/2008_0918Jun080098.jpg/revision/latest?cb=20090430090019


 

Additional Biography 

Early Life 
 
Sydney (Syd) Sylvanus Mills was born at Carrieton, South Australia on the 19th August 1889, the son of Howard Mills 
and Susan Margaret Jordan. 
 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 23 August 1889 

 
 
 
His father, Howard was a railway guard who worked in various locations around South Australia. 
 
Syd was the eldest of six children according to the familypedia biography (above). Four of his siblings were Vera 
Velerie (B 1891, Broken Hill, NSW), Harold Hurtle (b 1894, Petersburg, SA), Ileen (or Eileen aka Queen b 1896, 
Yongala, SA) and Roland Roy (b 1899, Petersburg, SA).  
 

Schooling 
 

Syd attended Primary School at Petersburg. He was a member of the Petersburg Boys’ Brigade and in November 

1901 aged 12, he was in Class 3 of the brigade when he was signatory to a letter thanking Dr and Mrs Smythe for 

giving the boys a picnic. 

 

"Social Side of the Petersburg Boys' Brigade." 

Petersburg Times (SA : 1887 - 1919) - 29 November 1901 

 

 



 

In June 1904, Syd was one of the banner carriers at the Petersburg Demonstration.  

 

"THE PETERSBURG DEMONSTRATION" 

Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1899 - 1910) - 11 June 1904 

Banner Heading the Boys’ Section in Procession 

 

Syd Mills - Left 

 

 

In October 1904, Syd passed three subjects (Geography, English History and Algebra) in the Primary Examinations. 

He was appointed an Unpaid Monitor at the School until 31st December 1905. He was given a bound volume of 

Standard Poets on leaving the School on December 1906 to pursue studies in Adelaide.  

 

In 1906 he passed examination in Intermediate Solid Geometry, First Grade Model Drawing and First Grade Model 

Drawing. Syd attended the Pupil Teacher School (Adelaide High School) and he passed nine subjects (English 

Literature, English History*, Geography*, Latin, Arithmetic*, Algebra, Geometry, Inorganic Chemistry and Drawing - * 

with credit) in the Junior Examinations in December 1906. His results made him equal 32nd in the state. 

 

Petersburg Times (SA : 1887 - 1919) - 8 January 1907 

 



 

 

 

 
 

In December 1907, Syd passed eight subjects; English Literature, History, Latin, Arithmetic and Algebra, Geometry, 

Trigonometry*, Physics and Drawing - * with credit) in the Senior Examinations.  

 

Syd became a Senior Cadet while at the Pupil Teacher School and he was appointed a Lieutenant on probation in 

April 1908.  

In March 1909 Syd was appointed a Pupil Teacher at the Hindmarsh School.   

He won a prize at the National Rifle Matches in the Military Section, in October 1910. 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 3 October 1910 

 

 

 

University 
 
Syd commenced studying at the University of Adelaide in 1910, undertaking studies in the Arts. He passed 
Intermediate Freehand in June 1911. In December 1911 he was equal first in the elocution examinations at the Elder 
Conservatorium he also passed the examination in History of the United Kingdom. 
 



 

Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 4 December 1911 
 

 
 
He maintained an interest in the Adelaide High School and was Assistant Honorary Secretary of the Old Scholars’ 

Association in 1912.  

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 20 March 1912 

 

 

Syd continued his involvement in the Cadets and was appointed a Lieutenant in July 1912. He was a member of the 

Adelaide University Arts Association.  

 

He passed both first and second year Latin in 1912 along with English Language and Literature. 

 

University Sport 
 
Syd played B Grade cricket for the AUCC in the 1911/12 and 1912/13 seasons.  Previously while teaching at the 
Alberton Public  School he had represented West Torrens East in B Grade in the 1910/11 season. 
 
In the 1911/12 season, Syd batted on seven occasions for a total of 60 runs with a high score of 17 and an average of 
8.5. In September 1912 he was appointed the B Grade Secretary of the club. In the 1912/13 season he also batted on 
seven for a total of 67 runs and an average of 9.5. His high score was 44 runs.  
 

 

 



 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 24 April 1912  -   Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) - 19 April 1913 

1911/12                                                                                        1912/13 

              

 
The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 21 September 1912 

 

Career and Family Life 
 
Syd was a pupil teacher at Hindmarsh, Aldgate and Alberton in 1910. He then undertook two years full time studies 
at the University of Adelaide before being appointed an Assistant Teacher in Charge at the Quorn School for the 
1913 year.  



 

"The Public High School, Quorn" 

Quorn Mercury (SA : 1895 - 1954) - 28 January 1913 

 

 



 

Syd gave a recital at St Patrick’s Day celebrations at Quorn in March 1913. By December 1913 he was secretary of 

the Oval Trust. He also gave elocution and vocal lessons while at Quorn.  

 

Quorn Mercury (SA : 1895 - 1954) - 20 January 1914 

 

Syd played cricket for Quorn in the 1913/14 season, scoring 18 runs and taking 1 wicket for 10 runs in a match 

against Wilmington in March 1914. He also played for Capowie in a match against Australs in March 1914. He was 

Honorary Secretary of the Quorn Recreation Ground Trust in 1914.  

 

On the 9th October 1914, Sydney S Mills married Miss Phoebe Harriet Taylor, the daughter of Mrs W Taylor of Pichi 

Richi, First Street, Quorn in a quiet wedding at St Matthew’s Church, Quorn. 

 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) - 17 October 1914 

 



 

 

"The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 24 November 1914 

 

 

Syd and Phoebe caught the train to Port Augusta shortly after their wedding and Syd commenced his new life as a 

husband and Head Teacher.  

 

Syd quickly became a member of the Port Augusta West community and was appointed Captain of the Port Augusta 

West cricket team for the 1914/15 season and Secretary and a registered player of the Port Augusta West Football 

Club. Syd represented the football club on the trust appointed to control the Port Augusta West oval. 

The Port Augusta Dispatch, Newcastle and Flinders Chronicle (SA : 1885 - 1916) 

20 November 1914 

 

 

When Hillary Dighton left Port Augusta West to joined the AIF in July 1915, Syd organised and participated in the 

musical program given at his farewell  

 

World War I 
 
Syd enlisted in the AIF on the 15th September 1916 aged 26 years and 1 month. 
 
His application for a Commission states that he was 5’6” tall and 142 lbs. He had previously completed two years as 
Cadet (1906-07) and three years Commission in Cadets (1909-11). He was a Lieutenant in the Senior Cadets, 81st 
Battalion. 



 

 
On the 31st August 1915 Syd qualified for rank of rank of 2nd Lieutenant and was appointed to the 15th 
Reinforcements, 10th Battalion.  
 
Syd embarked on the 9th March 1916 onboard the “Mongolia” from Adelaide landing at Suez, Egypt on the 4th April 
1916.  
 
On the 20th May 1916 he left Alexandrina, Egypt onboard the HT “Invernia” and arrived at Marseilles, France on the 

26th May 1916. 

 

He was taken on strength of the Australian Divisional Base Depot (ADBD) on the 29th May 1916 at Estaples, France.  

 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) - 11 March 1916 

 

 
On the 13th July 1916 he marched out to join the 1st Australian Entrenching Battalion. At some time in late 1916 Syd 

wrote the following letter back to student at the Adelaide High School. 

 

Adelaide High School Magazine 

 



 

In November 1916 a letter was received from Cpl BA Clarke, Headquarters Staff, 24th Artillery Brigade, AIF France 

giving details of a gathering of Quorn boys. Syd was present at the gathering where the boys didn’t talk about the 

war but reminisced about evenings at the Quorn Dance Club, singing in Mrs Bruse’s cosy parlour and the exploits of 

the cricket team in the 1914 season. 

 

"“QUORN ON THE LOOSE.”" Quorn Mercury (SA : 1895 - 1954) - 30 November 1916 

               

 



 

On the 2nd December 1916 Syd was promoted to Lieutenant with the 10th Battalion. Sometime in February 1917, Syd 

received a parcel of smokes from the Quorn Smokes Club and on the 18th February he wrote to thank the club for the 

variety of good smokes they had sent. 

"LETTERS FROM SOLDIERS." 

Quorn Mercury (SA : 1895 - 1954) - 15 June 1917 

 



 

On the 2nd July 1917 Syd was awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. 

 

 
 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 7 July 1917 

 



 

A report in the Quorn Mercury on the 13th July 1917 states that Syd was on furlough in England and Ireland after 

receiving the Military Cross however there is no mention of this furlough in Syd’s service record.  

 

He spent most of August 1917 at the Intelligence and Scouting School, France before returning to his unit on the 25th 

August. 

 

Syd was gathering troops for an attack on Polygon Wood, near Ypres, Belgium when an enemy barrage hit his 

position. He was declared as missing in action on the 20th September 1917. 

 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 12 October 1917 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Death 
 

Tragically for Phoebe and the Mills family it took many months for Syd’s fate to be accurately determined by the 

military. Syd was 28 years of age when he gave his life in the service of his country.  Syd’s wife never remarried, she 

lived at Quorn and died aged 71, on the 2nd August 1956. 

 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 6 June 1918 

 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 15 July 1918 

  



 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 26 June 1918 

 
 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) - 6 July 1918 

 

 

Adelaide High School Magazine 

 



 

Adelaide High School Magazine 

 

On the first anniversary of Syd’s death various tributes from Phoebe and the Mills family were printed in the South 

Australian newspapers. 

 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 20 September 1918

 
 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 20 September 1918 

 



 

The bulk of Syd’s effects were returned to Phoebe per the “Bulla” in June 1919, however one item, a cigarette case, 

engraved “SS Mills” arrived per the “Beltana” on the 22nd May 1919. The cigarette case had been located in the 

leather trunk of the late Lieut WFL Dodson, 10th Battalion (who had been declared missing in action on 20/21 

September 1917. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Having no known grave Syd is commemorated at the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 

 

Menin Gate 

 



 

 

SS Mills at Panel 7 - 17 - 23 - 25 - 27 - 29 - 31. 

Australian War Memorial 

 



 

 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee) 
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