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Sgt. Ronald George McKail

1.

6" August 1916

Football Club: 1915 A Grade
(Intervarsity 1912)
Degree: BSc (Forestry) 1914

SANFL: North Adelaide 1907 - 1913 (Captain 1913)




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to
ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Ronald George
McKail. It is compilation of information and photographs collected
from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC ANZAC MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=199892

Regimental number
Place of birth

School

Religion

Occupation

Address

Marital status

Age at embarkation
Next of kin

Previous military service
Enlistment date

Rank on enlistment

Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll number

Embarkation details

Ronald George McKAIL

4174

Albany, Western Australia

St Peter's (Catholic) College Adelaide, South Australia
Church of England

Forester Bsc

Millicent, South Australia

Single

25

Mother, Mrs E L McKail, 215 Gover Street. North Adelaide, South Australia
Served in the St Peters College as a SGT.

15 July 1915

Private

16th Battalion, 13th Reinforcement

23/33/3

Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A30 Borda
on 11 January 1916

Other details from Roll of Honour Circular He led B. Company of the 48th Battalion trenches in windmill Pozieres 6th

Fate
Place of death or wounding
Age at death

Place of burial

August 1916, he gained his objective and then had his leg blown off nearly
at the thigh and in this condition for 2 hours maintained command of his
men cheerfully ignoring his dreadful wound, he cheered up his wounded
and dying.

Killed in Action 6 August 1916

Pozieres, Somme Sector, France

27

No known grave



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=199892

Commemoration details

Panel number, Roll of Honour,
Australian War Memorial

Family/military connections

Other details

Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France

Villers-Bretonneux is a village about 15 km east of Amiens. The Memorial stands on
the high ground ('Hill 104') behind the Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, Fouilloy,
which is about 2 km north of Villers-Bretonneux on the east side of the road to
Fouilloy.

The Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux is approached through the
Military Cemetery, at the end of which is an open grass lawn which leads into a three-
sided court. The two pavilions on the left and right are linked by the north and south
walls to the back (east) wall, from which rises the focal point of the Memorial, a 105
foot tall tower, of fine ashlar. A staircase leads to an observation platform, 64 feet
above the ground, from which further staircases lead to an observation room. This
room contains a circular stone tablet with bronze pointers indicating the Somme
villages whose names have become synonymous with battles of the Great War; other
battle fields in France and Belgium in which Australians fought; and far beyond,
Gallipoli and Canberra.

On the three walls, which are faced with Portland stone, are the names of 10,885
Australians who were killed in France and who have no known grave. The 'blocking
course' above them bears the names of the Australian Battle Honours.

After the war an appeal in Australia raised £22,700, of which £12,500 came from
Victorian school children, with the request that the majority of the funds be used to
build a new school in Villers-Bretonneux. The boys' school opened in May 1927, and
contains an inscription stating that the school was the gift of Victorian schoolchildren,
twelve hundred of whose fathers are buried in the Villers-Bretonneux cemetery, with
the names of many more recorded on the Memorial. Villers-Bretonneux is now
twinned with Robinvale, Victoria, which has in its main square a memorial to the links
between the two towns.

146

PTE, JC McRail, BR (sic)

War service: Western Front
Medals: British War Medal, Victory Medal

Note: St Peter’s College, Adelaide is incorrectly stated as Catholic in the information above




Service Record

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=1947799
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Virtual War Memorial Australia

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/118605

"LATE SGT. R. G. McKAIL.

Mrs. E. L. McKail, of North Adelaide, has been notified that her son, Sgt. Ronald C. McKail, was killed in action in
France on August 6. Sgt. McKail was born in Western Australia, but at an early age came to South Australia with his
family. He was educated at St Peter's College, and after leaving that institution joined the staff of the Eastern
Extension Cable Company, in which he served for several years. When the Government instituted a Forestry
Department at the University, he was one of three success ful applicants chosen for the course, which he completed
in three years. At the same time, he gained his B.Sc. Degree.

When he enlisted he was Assistant Forester at the Mount Burr Forest Reserve, Millicent. While at college Sgt. McKail
was keenly interested in all sports, and captained the teams at both football and cricket in the intercollegiate
matches. He will be remembered by many as a member of the North Adelaide football team, of which he was
captain during his last season before leaving the city." - from the Adelaide Register 09 Sep 1916 (nla.gov.au)

From the book Fallen Saints - (by Robert Kearney)

Ronald George McKail of North Adelaide was born in Albany, Western Australia in 1889. While at St Peters College
he was a good all round student and sportsman and during the three years he served in the senior cadets was
promoted to the rank of sergeant.

He left the School in 1907 and after graduating (BSc) from Adelaide University was employed as a Forrester; he
subsequently joined the Eastern Extension Cable Company as a Training Officer. (sic)

He enlisted at Keswick on 13 July 1915 and attended the Mitcham Camp NCO School 21 July - 31 August. On 1
September he was posted to the 32nd Battalion and in October was made an acting sergeant. Throughout
November, he attended No 10 Officers School and at the beginning of December joined the 13th quota of
reinforcements for the 16th Battalion.

He sailed from Adelaide aboard HMAT Borda on 11 January 1916 was made an acting sergeant for the voyage but
upon reaching to Egypt was reverted to his substantive rank; he but was made a temporary sergeant again in March.

When the 48th Battalion was raised from the 16th Battalion he was taken on the battalion’s strength as a
substantive sergeant and sailed from Alexandria with the battalion aboard HMT Caledonian on 2 June; Sergeant
McKail was killed in action on 5 August; he was 27 years of age.

When completing the Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour circular in 1928 his mother offered the Australian
War Memorial her son’s diary and wrote a number of brief notes.

... led B Company of the 48th into the trenches in the vicinity of the Windmill at Poziéres and gained his objective
before a German bomb tore his leg off at the thigh. In spite of his horrific injuries he continued to command his men
until he died. [i]

In a letter to Base Records dated 12 Jan 1923, Ronald’s mother said her son had been killed during the taking of the
last two trenches taken at Poziéres.

... He was in command of the men operating there & 2 of his men informed me in 1917 when in London — that they
dug his grave at the top of the trench near the Wind mill.... [ii]

The following excerpt is from a letter written by Ronald’s brother Sapper John McKail (OS) 4th Field Company,
Engineers.



https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/118605
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59919507

Before the Brigade went into action at Pozieres, Pepper had been Brigade Gas Sergeant, a job that possessed the
merit of being fairly safe. He threw it up to go with his platoon, who bore the brunt of the heaviest artillery fire
possible, for the enemy threw a barrage behind and another in front, where they dropped with absolute accuracy in
the shell craters, and holes that the 48th Battalion had as their only cover. Pepper was killed by high explosive
carrying away his lower limbs; he had been wounded previously, but applied first aid and carried on. His platoon has
told me that they considered him a hero. No aid from the A.M.C. could come up as a barrage in the rear prevented
it. [iii]

On 30 September 1916, with one son dead and another still at the front Mrs McKail wrote to Base Records seeking a
death certificate for her son. She needed it urgently so she could probate his Will and set his affairs in order before
sailing to England to visit and support her daughter whose husband, a doctor in the British Army, had been listed as
missing in action for three and a half months. [iv]

Lieutenant George Dean (Old Scholar) specifically mentioned Ronald in a letter dated 4 April 1917.
Many | have met are dead — poor old Sgt. Pepper McKail, a tip top chap. [v]

[i] Australian War Memorial, Roll of Honour Cards 145, 1914-1918 War, Army - McKail, Ronald George viewed 5
October 2005

[ii] National Archives of Australia: B 2455, McKail, R G / 1947799, viewed 5 October 2005

[iii] St Peter’s School Magazine - W K Thomas & Co, Adelaide, May 1917, p. 59

[iv] National Archives of Australia: B 2455, McKail, R G / 1947799, viewed 4 February 2006

[v] St Peter’s School Magazine - W K Thomas & Co, Adelaide, August 1917, p. 42-43

McKAIL, Ronald George

Service no 4174
Sergeant
48th Battalion

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN

Born 1889 at Albany, WA

Son of John Frederick McKAIL and Ellen Louisa nee WRIGHT
Of North Adelaide, SA

Occupation prior to enlistment Civil Servant

Enlisted 11 January 1916

Killed in action 06 August 1916 in France

Aged 27 years

Commemorated Villers-Bretonneux, France

State Records of SA GRG 26/5/4/935




Biography
Early Life

Ronald George McKail was born on the 4™ March 1889, the third son and fourth child of John Frederick McKail and
Ellen Louisa Wright, at Albany, Western Australia.

His siblings were Cecily Helen (born 1891), Hugh Francis (born 1883) and John Cecil (born 1887).

Ronald acquired the nickname “Pepper” which was frequently shortened to “Pep”.

Pep’s grandfather, John McKail was an early settler in Western Australia, arriving from Deptford, United Kingdom in
1812. He moved to Albany, WA in 1835 and was an agent for Mr Anthony Curtis. John later became a merchant and
financier and a member of the Legislative Council for WA. He died aged 61. He had two sons and seven daughters
with his wife Henrietta Jenkins.

Pep’s father, John Frederick McKail, was involved in various partnerships that traded as agents under the business
name of “John McKail & Co” in Albany, WA. The family moved to Adelaide, South Australia when Pep was young.
Sadly for the family, Pep’s father passed away at Miss Tibbits’ Hospital, Wakefield Street, Adelaide on the 14" March
1901, aged 41. He was buried at the North Road Cemetery.

Schooling

Pep and his older brothers (John and Hugh) commenced at St Peter’s College, Adelaide in 1897.

Pep excelled academically. He won the Form Ill prize December 1899, the Form V] prize for Scripture in 1900, the
‘Remove b’ form prize for Scripture in 1902 and the ‘Remove a’ form prize in 1903. He passed Primary Examinations
in English History, Greek, Latin, French, Algebra and Geometry in 1903 and was second to HH Blackburn for the Allen
Classics Scholarship at St Peter’s College that year.

Pep passed three Senior Examinations (English literature, geometry, inorganic chemistry) in 1905 and seven (English
History, Greek, Latin, Arithmetic and Algebra (with credit), Geometry, Trigonometry and Inorganic Chemistry) in
1906. In his final year at St Peter’s, Pep passed five subjects in the Higher Public Examinations (Greek, Latin, Pure
Mathematics, Applied Mathematics and) Inorganic Chemistry and was awarded the St Peter’s Westminster
Scholarship for Classics.

Pep competed in the St Peter’s College Sports coming third in the Senior Obstacle race (400 yard) in September
1905. He was on the committee who organised the Sports in 1907.

Pep was also excelled at sports and played in the St Peter’s football team from 1905 to 1907. He was in the best
players in a match against Christian Brothers College in June 1905 and played for the present boys against the Old
Scholars’ team that year. He represented St Peter’s in intercollegiate football against Prince Alfred College from 1905
to 1907 and against Scotch College, Melbourne in 1906. He was vice-captain of the St Peter’s team in 1907.

In a newspaper article published shortly after Pep enlisted in July 1915, Pep was described as “one of the best
footballers the “Saints” ever had”.

He played South Australian Cricket Association B Grade District Cricket for St Peters in the 1906/07 and 1907/08
seasons and represented the College in intercollegiate matches against PAC in 1906 and 1907, captaining the side in
1907.
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"THE INTERCOLLEGIATE CRICKET MATCH: PLAYED ON THE ADELAIDE OVAL."
Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) - 28 December 1907

St. Peter's College Intercollegiate Cricket Team

ST, PETER'S TEAM
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RG McKail (captain) — Middle Row - Centre




In 1907 Pep won one of the two challenge cups presented at St Peters for rifle shooting (he was in the Cadet Corps at
St Peter’s for 3 years) and he attended the St Peter’s College Dance in December that year.

Early Career

After completing his schooling at St Peter’s College, Pep commenced working for the Eastern Extension Cable
Company (EECC) as a telegraphy apprentice.

He worked for the company for four years (1908 to 1911). In his final year at EECC he also commenced his forestry
degree at the University of Adelaide.

Pep represented the EECC in a “Reporters versus Telegraphists” football match in September 1911. Among the
players were four who had never played football and others had not played for many years, however, the EECC team
included RK McKail (League -North Adelaide), AK Schedlich (League- South Adelaide), JD Yeatman (probably D
Yeatman — Amateur League - Glenferrie) and TF Flaherty (Amateur League- St Francis Xavier) and EECC won the
match easily.

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912) - 5 September 1911

FOOTBALL,

REPORTERS V. TELBGRAPHISTS.
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North Adelaide Football Club

McKail, Ronald George

Preferred Name:
Born: 4 March 1889
Deceased: 6 August 1916

Competition Total Games Total Goals

League 64 3
Total 64 3

Pep played League football in for North Adelaide from 1908 - 1913 seasons. He played 64 league games (see
https://nafc.com.au/history/player?playerld=0866c43f-212e-4f5b-9516-93f5¢28f5365 for more details).

In his second season with North, Pep was awarded the club medal for best follower. He was elected Vice-Captain of
the team for both the 1912 and 1913 seasons. When the 1913 Captain (B Leahy) broke his leg in May 1913, Pep was
elected Captain for the remainder of the season and took the team to the grand Final where they were defeated by
Port Adelaide.

"NORTH ADELAIDE."
Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 29 May 1909

NORYH ADELAIDE.

RG McKail - Back Row — Third from Left

In June 1910, Pep joined the team on a tour to Sydney where they played a match against a New South Wales
League team and another against Sydney.



https://nafc.com.au/history/player?playerId=0866c43f-212e-4f5b-9516-93f5c28f5365

North Adelaide Football Club
SYDNEY, JUNE 1910

RG McKail — Third Row — Fourth from left
Back row: W. Conway, G. Rager, J. McNamara, J. Burke, H. Brideoake, J. Burke, J. Dwyer, W. Harris, J. Bennett, J. Lawry, S. Sharp, A. Rosser, W.
Tuckey
Third row:E. Johns snr, R. Burton, H. Pash, R. McKail, K. Steele, P. Russell, V. Leahy, A. Sugg, A. Ewers, F. Allen, F. Lewis
Second row: J. Turnbull, A. Daly, A. Klose, C. Drew, B. Lamprell (manager), B. Leahy (captain), C. Nitschke (patron), T. Leahy, S. Williams, C.
Tuckey, H. Williams, G. Carty
Front row: N. Pash, D. O’Brien, M. Stevenson, F. LeMessurier, D. Nicholls, E. Jones

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 12 June 1912

McEKail played a magnificent game for
‘North, by consent was given
the m as best of the 36. He is a
wonderful worker, and is equslly at home
following or placed. He received gen-
erous applause for his fine play.

At the end of the 1912 season Pep joined the team on a visit to Broken Hill where they played against a team from
the Barrier Ranges Association. The team also visited the mines and were entertained at an ice skating rink. The full
team photo appeared in The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) on the 28th September 1912,
however the picture is quite dark so only the likeness of Pep is below.

RG McKail




The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 12 May 1913 Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 12 June 1912

Before the match on Satarday the North Eail agnifi
Adelaide players met m the dressing-room "Nonr:h, .nJ“ 35‘:.&;'1 con.:‘;.tu“:n;v?;
and elected R. G. McKail w ecaptain them the m as best of the 36. He is a
for she season, in place of B. Leahy, who wonderful worker, and is equslly at home
broke his leg a week previomsly. £. Le following or placed. He received gen.
Messurier was appointed vicecamtain. erous applause for his fine play.

In December 1913 at a smoke social given by the North Adelaide Football Club the years trophies were presented
and a number of gifts presented including a travel bag given to Pep for efficient service.

North Adelaide Football Club

1913 - RUNNERS-UP

RG McKail (Captain) — Second Row — Seventh from Left

Back row: W. Avery, J. Bruce (trainer), B. Moss (committee), J. Burke (trainer), G. Trescowthick, S. Seccombe, D. Cole,
J. McNamara (trainer), S. Sharp (assist.secretary), T. Catlow, S. Hine (trainer)

Third row: A. Rosser (timekeeper), D. Gay (trainer), C. Tuckey, S. Wallis, J. Wainwright, R. Nixon, B. Lamprell
(hon.secretary), T. Leahy (committee), A. Sandery, H. Teague, G. Pratten, A. Roberts (committee), T. Hodges (trainer)
Second row: F. Lewis (trainer), B. Leahy, A. Klose, C. Nitschke (patron), A. LeMessurier (vice-captain), C. Jessop
(president), R. McKail (captain), J. Bennett (hon.treasurer), P. Lewis, W. Harris (committee), R. Burton (trainer),
Front row: K. Threadgold, D. O’Brien, F. LeMessurier, E. Johns (committee), L. Thomas - absent

Other Sporting Activities
Cricket

Pep played B Grade cricket in the South Australian Cricket Association for North Adelaide (now Prospect) in 1908/09,
1909/10 and finally the 1910/11 season.

Pep made a total of 93 runs in the 1910/11 season from 9 innings with a high score of 31 not out, he also played a
minor role as a bowler taking 1 for 15.




The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 5 May 1911

NORTH ADELAIDE
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Pep also played cricket against a country team selected by Mr Frank McArdle, of Balaklava in March 1910.

The Areas' Express (Booyoolee, SA : 1877 - 1948) - 11 March 1910

Couxtey CricketeERs 1IN Towx,—As I
an adjunct to the visit to the Adelaide

Bhow last week, Mr. Frank McArdle,

of Balaklava, mustered a team of local

cricketers to play & match against a

team chosen by Mr. R. G. McKail

The result was a win for the country-

men. Becores.—MecArdle's team, 372;

108, Crouch 21, Clarke 42, lé

ire 82, B. Longmire 41, G.

682, McArdle 42 not out. Me-

's team 226, G. Bloomfield 71,

P. Desinazures 50 not out, Pinocombe

28. Tiller three for 11.

Even though he was enrolled for several years from 1911 and after completing the 1910/11 season with North
Adelaide, he did not ever play cricket with Adelaide University. It appears as a Forestry student that his summer
vacations may possibly have been spent in the South East of the State at the Mt Burr plantations where he would
gain practical experience. He did however play cricket for several seasons (1913/14 and 1914/15) for Millicent in the
South East of South Australia.

During the winter months he was back in Adelaide playing football again with North Adelaide.




Boxing

In November 1909 Pep was involved in a demonstration of boxing by Mr Frank Charlton’s School of Arms.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 1 November 1909

BOXING.
RONING DEMONSTRATION.

For severnl vears past the annual demon-
stration of the pupils of Mr. Frank Chbarl-
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dents of different colleges und the Univer-
eify, and many of them are veriable =ons
of Anak, and worthy of the repulation
which the Australan youth has in the ol
country for fine specimens of physical de
velopment, ‘The ?emamtntinn was one of
the Mr. Chariton has yet given. The
interest in the vanous events was well sus-
taned, and there was not a doll moment in
the proceedings. The aodience were workml
u|;l to a pitch of great excitement &t tunes
when the young bloods hit hard. but alwass
quite good-naturedly, and when an oppo-
nent managed (v make a good drive on the
wolar nlexis or Gid an womerert St was
equally effective the jadies and gentlemen

resent  shricked with laughter,  The

rothers Nash ojened the programme with
an illustration of the prelmminary stages of
the art of sell-defence. The exercises which
have to be gone through prior to perfection
in bosing impressed 1he swemblage greatly,
and they chevred the boys, Messms, U
Dare and M. McCuwley mve a v}ﬁomu dis-
Q}“)’ of boxing, and they were Tollowed by
Measms. J. G Seppelt_and F. LeMesaurier.
The most willing “go” of the evening was
hetween Messes. 1. Usher and R. O'Kelly,
The two youths sparred so willingly and
with sueh abandon that the ussemblage
broke into )oud cheering when they had
finwhed. Mess~. T. A, Shepley, K. C
Seott, R G, MeKail, R. B. Bronner, W. A,
Ross, W. . Nicholls. F. C. Powell, E. W,
Forwood, U, T. Maddigan, R. Mowat. R. G,
Bullock, M. Nash, and J. G. Christie also
gave displie of boxing. The Aeolian Male
Quartet (Messis, W, S ields, W, Bailey, A.
Behirndt, and F. Charlten, jun.) sang two
kumorous items« which wure greatly appre-
ciated, Miss Mayor and S Angelo
Detnodeny played' a banjo duet, “March
Australin”  (Demodena), excellently, and
they bad to respond to an imperative en-
core. Signor Demodena played on the man-
dolinre. **T'eddy Bear's picnie” (Bratton).
The aecompanists were Miss (iuf)nPatkn
and Mr. F. Croshy. Mr, Harold Bois
waz the secretary, Mr. G. Douglas was
leader of the ring,

—




Old Scholars Football

Pep represented St Peter’s Old Scholars in six consecutive football matches against PAC Old Scholars from July 1908
to July 1913.

St Peter’s Old Scholars Team
Critic (Adelaide, SA : 1897-1924) 23 July 1913:

-
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-
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ST. PETER'S COLLEGE (OLD SCHOLARS) TEAM.
Back Row—Messrs. Kobley, Stevenson, Thrush, Fraser, Kingsf:()rpugh.
Centre—Messrs. Wastell, Cummings, Taylor, Stidston, Nash, Kinnish,
Smith

Front—Messrs, Dempster, LeMessurier, McKail, Badger, Stevens, Jose.
Umpires—Messrs. Ninnes, Isaachsen, Tate

RG McKail — Front Row of Players— Third from Left

Old Scholars Cricket

Pep played in the 1908 and 1911 St Peter’s Cricket matches playing for Old Scholars against the present boys.

Tennis

In March 1911 Pep competed in the Men’s Doubles Handicap Class Il at the annual South Australian Lawn Tennis
tournament.




University

Pep commenced studying at the University of Adelaide In 1911. Pep, Alfred Leslie Pinches and Alfred Carl Schedlich
were the first three students to enrol in a Forestry degree. He completed subjects at the University and at the School
of Mines. In his first year he won prizes for both Botany and Forestry.

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 29 November 1911

‘ Physiogrspby  (55a) — Division IL (n
order of merit) — Goode, Kenneth Baur
den ; Riddle, Arthur Raymond, McKail,
Ronsld George ; Gault, Fstelle Ruth. Diwision
IT. (in ﬂphbdhl order)-Madigan, Paul Fd
ward ; Pinches, Alfred Leslie, Schedlich, Alfred

and
in —Division TT —MoKail,
mow m 111. (in alphabetical oﬂht)—
Pinches, Alfred Leshe; Schedlich, Alfred Carl J

Adelaide University Student Card for RG McKail
.:.':l MCIUML .)/(M ald %M}[
ADDRESS

. (o) o“‘ Dare or
€ Tmselyy &-vu MATHICULATION

umo-/qoé-!mv, 4““/{£‘¢~ x‘*? LT ‘;f“’ ‘Q{LI/ W;

c%-ﬂ‘o#/?&’ g\”ﬁ){&&ﬂ,%\/ //%lv&l(k ﬂucyléa‘&
 STATUS GRANTED HP Pbuu, 91(_(,1%4 /dl‘//.

Finsy
Tamm

L3 v
e Recuirr Resuu Remanun

Receiny Reanirr

11309 '7"- {11309 7/ . h3eq 3 Ny (’g
JS‘.Y_ | - 33} p v of. Nu Pe

l‘-’% | . Ni. o
= { 1B0g Ay 4 120q Nu £

%&(0?1/[ IsZ‘:’Ag.‘a :3!-.‘)‘:,1 Sz Pl
& MM'A7 e y byl 2as Ny

- 2/ N1
b N,

2 2 o% : o [
o 3
.‘N‘Lt ?‘1.’ CL’L AAY -

;ow h\v-wu\!f(.q N

/({B o&:,I’" au/ ‘ Ni3

5:-,.1 ( NI
F}/"” /ﬁ.z{y I ‘ Ni3 Fx




Pep completed the subjects toward his degree in 1913 and in March 1914 he also passed the Senior Examination in
French. When his degree was conferred in a special ceremony in May 1914 he was the first student admitted to a

degree in forestry in Australia.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 14 May 1914

The farst
etudent to obtain the di s Mr. R. (&,
McKaii of the Mount Forest. He
was admitted to the degree of Bachelor of
Science in F of the Universitv aof
Adelaide on W nesday, Mr. McKail
is tihe first wsiudent admitied to

the of forestry in Ausiral
ania, has displayed commendable
zeal dunu the three yearx s , &nd has
applied huanl( to arduous hoth in

the University and on the forest reserves
with energy and marked ability, and as are.
mlthemmtlnhnl-u'knfthe
degree in forestry.




University Sport

Football

Pep was a member of the 1912 Adelaide University Intervarsity side who lost to Melbourne University at University
Oval Adelaide in August that year. Pep was one of the best South Australian players in the match and he scored two

goals (see below).

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 13 August 1912

FOOTBALL

—_—

INTER'VARSITY MATCH.
A WIN FOR MELBOURNE,

A couple of hundred enthusiasts gath-
ered at the Univerity Oval yesterday
alernoun to wilhese the maich beiween]
the Melhourne and Adelaide University]
ecightecns, and they walched an jnteres!
ing contest. The ground was in
condition, but a shsrp ehower which fell
during she half-time Inierval made the
turf a trifie elippery. Although the Mel-
bourne nin was no! represented by their|
best e, they proved 300 strong for
ihe local dluder: s, and they had 5 com-
fortable margic at the finieh. The visi-
o; were A -upued,\‘hlol. of pllyeu'.“snd
they proved that (hey possessed plen
of dash. In the air they had the bet;
tar of the deal, and every man was able
to kick far and acoursrely. The Ade-
{gd. u,:? wp;nmb nfl "z':"m'::

¥ r op ue! |
clm the soores indicate.  The
wors very solid, but much too slow, a
ume after time they werebatten
the Melbourne men posessasd more daeb,
The local feam had to play a8 manshor’
during the greater part of the final term,
ns Blacke! received a nasty cut on t
head, and wana compelled to lesve the
field, Carier was central umpire.

The opening quamer was ep. id1

use of their pppurtunities. and o

to the accuracy of their &duvm the
locals were ahead at the nge of ends.
The second term wis in  Melbourne's
favor, and they had the bulk of the nlay
although at half-time they wove only 8
pointe to the good. Tn the thind quar
tar the visitors got into their stride, and
they went vight ahead. Play becams
erowded, and it was & common thing to
meg half a dozen men scrambling round
the ball. In the final bont Malbonme
continned 1o wprevail, and st the finish
they held a 35 poinm' advantage.

The winner's heet players ware :—Gray,
Martin, Kelly, Corhett, Douhleday, Park.
and Woods: while the mret prominent
Bonkh Anestralians were Williams, Me-
Kail. Rolliesan, Caust, Willemore, Hur-
ley, Cole, Schedlich. T Measurier. The

alkickers were :—Melbourme—~Park 6,
Nichalson 3. Milna 2. Willis 2, and Mar-
in, Adelside—McKail 2, Lo Messurier
2, Wiltan 2, Williarns, and  Schedlich,
Sonven 1 —

Firet,

Quarter.
Melhonyne, 3 goals 2 behinds,
Adelaide, § goale.

Recond Quarter,
Molbourne, 6 goals 5 behinda:
Adelaide, B goals 1 hehind.

Third Quarier.
Melbonrne, 8 goale 5 behinda.
Adelaide, B goals ¢ behinds.

Fourth Quarter.

Melhourne. 14 goals 10 behinde.
Adelaide, B8 goals 11 behinds.

Al night the Viewrians were tendered
dinner in the Aurors Hotsl, and the
; i

mrtunit waa taken
on win.




Pep continued to play league football for North Adelaide while a student at Adelaide University however after
graduation he moved to Millicent to commence his career and had to retire from league football.

In late July 1915, Pep travelled to Adelaide to enlist for World War . It is possible that Pep played one game for the

Adelaide University Football Club in the Amateur League on Saturday 31% July 1915, as he was listed among the 21
players available for the match.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 31 July 1915

Boat

Pep was a member of the Adelaide University Boat Club from 1911. He competed in the Henley-on Torrens carnival
in December 1911. He was stroke for the Science (Forestry) boat at the University Schools Races in July 1913.

Forestry Career

On completing his studies, Pep became the Assistant Forester with the Woods and Forest Department at the Mount
Burr Forest Reserve near Millicent.

Through sport, Pep quickly became a member of the Millicent community. He played cricket for Millicent from
January 1914 and became Secretary of the Millicent Cricket Club by November 1914. Pep spoke on behalf of the Club

when they farewelled their captain Mr ML Gurr when he enlisted in March 1915.

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 27 January 1914

CRICKET.

Millicent v. Hatherleigh.—These
teams will meet on Saturday next at
Millicent. The home team will be com-
posed of R. G. McKail, J. A. S. Wil-
liams, L. Gurr, L. Martin, J. A. Sullivan,
H. G. Armitage, ]. Wright, F. Tilemaaun,
P. McGregor, F. Webb, ]. Laurie and
W. Letschke.

In the winter of 1914 Pep played football for the Millicent Warriors assisting the team in winning its first premiership
in the Drainage Area Football Association competition.




The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 16 October 1914

. The Premier Toam.—It in lotarest-
ing W review the performnoces of the
Warrior team durniog the past sessom,
Upto the sent the ccotral

tatlon has 8 & '"beck oumber,” but
they have plodded on, and stuck tor
gether, determined each year to go tume
beller in the pext. Their bopes are sow
nllioei:; J'ot llcly)nhw been gedlnd
prem 1be insge Ases Footbal]
Association for 1914, with more

io their favor than any local tesm who
hes yet woo that distioction. Rach of
the olber competing teams for years past
has Bung s mame o the winds,
Hkewlioe the colors, bat the Warriors
bave niways been wilitioes in ke
sense of Lbe word, and the old familier
colors of to-day were lhose nsed in the
devs when *' Diopy" Boast was ‘‘ com-
mander in<hicl'* The Warsiors bave
been fortanaie (his year in more respects
tbao one. A more eorhuiastic pecrela
than Alex. Campbell wonkd be M3
lo fiad, M L. Gurr wes elected
captain of the team this sessom,
and bis ioe'roction smd superior overs
sigbt hay been o big factor in the succrss
of 1914, R. G, McKell bas elso dove
good service ag Gurr's sssistant.  But
all the expericoce that could be brought
10 bur:'oild be of little valoe without
men of Every playing member of
the Warrioe tesmi desarves Lbe highest
credit. They played gentiemtanly foot-
ball throughent, wod their conduct on
the field gave speclalors something (o
sdmire, Presideot Grigg is on eathuslas-
tic Jeader, and his molor car hos been
requisitioned on many occssions Lo con-
vey playérs Lo Lhe feld (o matches awny
[rom home. Thes season apetied at Taota-
nools on Msy 23, when the Warrlors in-
flicted a crushing defeat on Tigertows,
They then reprated the dose in & mateh
Ageinat the Blues. The latter beat them
by a small margin in the next meet, and
from then on they mever took defest.
Of the last three mviches wilh the Bloes
they won (wo smd drew ote, Thus the
Warriors scored 27 poliutls, Blues 18 and
the Wanderers 4.

In addition to football and cricket, Pep was a member of the Millicent Tennis Club and he competed in the men’s
handicap singles in March 1915 and won his semi-finals match but lost the final to Mr WS Hobart.

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) -9 March 1915

TENNIS

Millicent Club Toursaments. -lu
the second roand of the men's handicep
singles, W. A. Lawrie (owes Lhree-sixths
15) has beaten T. F. Stuckey (receives
15). W. 8. Hobart (owes 40) beat L. W.
McMahon (owes 30), 3—6, 6—2, 6-1.
F. J. McLaughlin (owes three sixths 135)
heat M. L. Gurr (uwes three-sixths 15),
f~, 65, In the semi-fipals, R, G.
M¢Kail (owes 30) beat F. J. McLaughlin,
-1, 63,

Pep was a member of the Millicent Caledonian Society's and he competed in the handicap Hurdles, 130 yards, at the
Society's Highland Gathering which was held on Easter Monday, April 5, 1915. He was also an active member of the
Millicent Rifle Club.




Pep’s forest diary is held by the University of Adelaide library (MSS 634.9 M153 see
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/special/mss/mckail/)

Ronald George McKail
Forest Diary

MSS 634.9 M153

Biographical

Born in Albany, Western Australia in 1890, Ronald George McKail, went to school at St
Peter's College Adelaide, South Australia. He went on to study Forestry at the University
of Adelaide, becoming the first graduate of forestry. In 1915 he enlisted in the Military
embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A30 Borda on 11 January
1916.

He was wounded and killed in action in Pozieres, Somme Sector, France, on the 6th of
August 1916.

Contents

Diary. lllustrated. 1v.

Diary contains inscription in front: "This is the forest diary of the Late Ronald George McKail, who was the first graduate of
Adelaide University in forestry. Ronald George McKail fell in action in France after having served in the Australian
Expeditionary Forces in Egypt, etc."

2 panorama plates.
Stored with MSS oversize matenal

World War |

Pep and Peter Sutherland left Millicent on the 2™ July 1915 to proceed to Adelaide to enlist.

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 2 July 1915

Volunteers from Millicent. —Private
L. Loudon will be returning to Millicent
today, to say farcwell 1o his Jocal friends
prior ta leaviog for the front. He will
go back to Adelside on Monday. On
Saturday the members of the Caledonian
society will entertain him at a farewell
sociel at the Grand hotel, when all
friends of the guest will bz welcome.
Should any cther voluntecrs return with
Psrivate Louden, they will aiso be enter-
taived.—NMessrs R. G. McKasil aud Peter
Sutherland will proceed toadelaide to-day
to enli:t. Before the departure of the {rain
this afternoon, their friends wiil meet at
the Miliicent hotel to partake of a
parting glass with them.—Lsuce-cpl, M.
L. Gurr was o ill to lsave with his
troop when the last r-inforcements Jeft
Adelaide. Re is now et the Keswick
hospital, saffzring {rom rhenmatic fever,
aad will probably be conficed there for
several weeks,

Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA : 1861 - 1954) - 7 July 1915

Un Friday afternoon, at the Millicent
Hotel, Messrs. I'. Butherland, K. G, Mc-
Kail, and Garnet Haines, three of our:
young men who are going to Adelaide to
join the ex litionary forces, were enter-
tainod,  Mr. F. Kayser presided. 1o the
forenoun, ut the residence of Mr. and Mrs.
Kayser, Mr. McKail and several of his
bachelos friends were entertained ut lunch.



https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/special/mss/mckail/

Pep commenced the enlistment process on the ot July and enlisted on the 13" July 1915 with Service Number 4174.
He was 25 years and 4 months old, 5 foot 9% inches tall and weighed 159 Ibs. Pep had a dark complexion, brown
eyes and black hair. His mother was listed as his Next-of-kin.

From the 21* July 1915 to 31 August 1915 Pep attended Non Commissioned Officers School. He was appointed a
Private in the 32" Battalion from the 1% September to the 15" October 1915 then an acting Sergeant from 16™
November 1915 with the 13" reinforcement of the 16™ Battalion.

The North Adelaide Football Club held a smoke social at the North Adelaide Institute on the 29" September 1915 to
honour Pep and other A and B grade players who were about to go into camp.

Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 9 October 1915, page 7

WHITES.

The members and supporters of the
North Adelside A and B Football Clubs
rolled up in full fotmnlo ‘: -?o%e mh| s
L .. 0. | P 3
=ncyd, G. ntm A<bhurst, W, Ham-
ilton, J. Craig, £. King, J. McKenzic,
and J. Farle, past and prescnt members
of the cimb, at the North Adelaide lo-
stitute.  These players are now in camp,
sud will ghortly Jexve 10 the front. 1ne
ball was tastefully decorated
and a liberal display of buating. M.
C. L. Jessop (president of the club) pre-
sided. and was supported by
t!ld Dovms, Ald. Cohen and Mr, G,
Yates, MH.R, wrote regretting their
inability to_be presear, and wi the
boys the best of luck and a safe return,
The proceedings opencd with the toast of
the King, which was enthusiastizally
bonoured. The toast of “Our Boys for
the Front” was submitted by the chair-
man, who in a stirring specch gaid that
while they were in ome senre far remov-
od from the terrible struggle they were
in another sense in the midst of it. They
were removed from it becauvse our great
British Nave. aided Ly our own Ausira-
lian ehips. had vot only nd the seas of
those German maritime pesls  the
Emden and her confreres, hut had also
hottled up the main body of their fleet.
That they were in the midst of the strug-
gle wae t forcibly home to them
that night they gathered to say
farewcl]l to romrades whe were going to
the front to risk wounds, disease. and
death itself. Ther weare going because
they were citizens of the Gread British
'Empire. whe hated tyranny. trickery. de-
ceit, and oppression. He was remioded
of a speech delivered by that great Eng-
lizh siatesman, the late Right Hon. Jo-
seph Chamberlam, who did so much to
bind the British Empire tosethor. In
the couvrse of that speoch, delivered w0
o age as 1885, be uticred some words
which were almesy startlingly prophetic.
He said:—" This ereat British Ewmpire ol
ours is hound together bw a thread appar-
ently so slender that even a hreath could
gover it, but it i. a th capable of
carrying a4 fone «wf egentiment  whick

would yet prove a potent [getor in_the

history of the world.”™ How true those|
words were'today., This thread of sen- |

timent had dranm all her ohildren to
the help of the old motherland in her
time of stress and stroggle, and \\'Iuo'
would eny that szeeh bein would not
prove the turming point in the great #lrug-
gle?  The fact that their guests were!
members of the old red and whiles was,
sutficient guarantes that they would play’
Qf'nm’ nobly and well. Thes bad pilay- |

it nobly and wel] em tite foothall ficld !
and would de 2o again an Galiipoli's |
ireights. They had fought like sportsmen |
for the old red and whites. and would
fight* like heroes for the old red, white, |
snd blue. They were wen of nroved conr-
age and irained athletes. Welilngton was|
reported (o bave «aid that Waterioo was
age and {ramed athicles. W elington was|
reported (o bave said that Waterioo was
won on the playineg fields of Fton. Might
not the victory which would free the'
worid froin a hvpoer'tizal iyrant well be
wop on the piaying field= of ke Britich

Empive? 1 Appizuse.)
The ioast was supported hy Al
Teasce and Messrs. C. H. Nitachke. (.

McEwin, H. E. Wadey, and J. V. Ben-
nott, and drunk with gzreat enthusinem,
Fach of the soldiers was presented with |
a moner belt. The toast “North Ade-,
laide A and 1 Faotball Clubs™ was nro-|
pagesl Ly My, J. Evans, and responded to
liy Mr, R. Burion, wbo mentioned that
i addition to those they were honouring
that evoning several of their memhers
were alveady serving vheir King and couns |
try. He refoerred (o D, B, I, Jdaner, T,
N. Le Mesanier, C. F. Drew, and Koen
Steote, and Mesrs, Tom Sadlier. W,
Davnee, P Russell. 1. Jdnhne, Elirvidae
(2. = Shillom, L. Sandery, and Robley.
A capltnl musical prozrammne was carrind
stit. and mueh entoved br all present.
thase contributing ta the evening's en.
tertainment  being Mears, P Resmun,
Nan VBrien, H. King, G. Whittle, R
H. Greuiell. and Eary Werde. 11 wasg
unforiungte that the secretary of {he
wivh (M. €. Youns) was nrevcoated from
being present through havine met «ith a
hirerle  arciden:. I Lic  absener  tha
Aqrien of geeratzte devaved ymes M. W,
.. Harris, xho worked havd, zrd 1he gue
rorz A *he oatheres war larpey due to
“iz effcils




On the 23" October 1915 Pep was present when the “Gawler Races” were held at Victoria Park due to the
requirements of martial law.

Pep returned to Millicent on the 8" to 14" December 1915 to spend some of his final leave with friends. He also
spent some time at Pt Elliot, returning to Adelaide on the 4™ January 1916.

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 10 December 1915

Volunteers.—Sergeant R. G. McKail
catue to Millicent on \Wedoesday night,
lo spend bis final Jeave, and will return
to Adelaide on Saturday. He expecls to
leave Australia before Christmas. At
8.30 to-night, at the Grand hotel, all
friends of Sergt. M:Kail are invited to
meet for the purpose of biddiug him
guudbye.  Privales Deap, Inns, Serle,
and Cunniogham are eitber in the town
or were at Millicent during the week,
and i1f it 1s possible for any of them to
sltend the farewell gathering to-nmight
they will be cordially welcome'.

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 14 December 1915

A Soldier Farewelled.—At the
Grand hotel on Friday night a number
of residents entertsined Sergt. R. G, Mc-
Kail, who returned to Adelaide on the
following morping, and expects to leave
Australia within a few days. Captain T.
F. Stuckey presided. After the cus-
tomary loyal tosst, the chsirman pro-
posed the beaith of Sergt. McKail, and
bis remarks - were supplemented by
Messrs M. Wi'liams, J. McLaughlin, M.
White, P. Aitken, F. Kayser, A.
Jumieson, W. Redford, W. S. Hobart,
and J. C. Capper, and the Rev. W. A.
Terry. Before Lhe toast was bonored,
the chairman made the guest the
recipient of acase of pipes and a wallet
coutaining several sovereigns, with which
he was asked to equip bimself with use-
ful articles that would serve to remind
bim of bis friends at Millicent. Sergt.
McKail replied in an interesting speech,
and gave a humorous account of his ex-
pericoces in camp. During the evening
songs were rendered by Messrs P, Don-
lon, W. 5. Hobart, W, Redford, and W.
Spehr.,

—




RG McKail

Pep embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A30 Borda on 11 January 1916 and arrived at
Zeitoun, Egypt and reverted to the rank of Private when taken on the strength of the 48" Battalion.

On 9" March 1916 he was made an acting Corporal and on the same dates an acting Sergeant. He left Alexandria,
Egypt on the 2™ June 1916 and disembarked at Marseilles, France on the 9" June 1916.

On the 22" August 1916 a rumour spread around Millicent that Pep had been killed in action, on that same day a

undated letter from Pep was printed in the ‘The South Eastern Times’ (Millicent, SA : 1906 — 1954) . The letter details
Pep’s experiences travelling through France and his time in Egypt.

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 29 August 1916

No Further Particulars.—We have
bad no coofirmation of the reported
death in France of Sergt. R. G. McKail.
There is reason to bope that there is no
truth in the report circulated so wildely
at Millicent last week

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) 2 September 1916

Sgt. R. G. M>Kail, who s at the front,
is revorted to be well




Pep’s letter (see below) may have been one of the last he wrote as despite the hopes and reports that Pep was at
the front and well, Pep had been killed in action on the 6" August 1916.

—————

A JOURNEY THROUGH FRANCE.

MILLICENT SOLDIERS' IMPRES-

SIONS.

An undsted letter, evidently writien
from Northern France, has reached us
from another Millicent officer, who
writes : —

‘“‘“The change from Egypt to France is
one of extremes. In the former land not
a blade of grass, not a drop of rain
Llessed the land; here it is one never-
ending sea of green and incessant rain,
and as cold as charity. To come from a
land as hot ss the hobbs of hell to this
chilly stmosphere is rather sudden, and
very productive of busky throats, snivel-
ling mnoses, and cold feet. The latter I
attribute to the dampness underfoot, al-
though if it were dry the sound of heavy
artillery fire quite handy would
prodoce a simjlar result. This is the
nearest we have been to the firing line,
and 1 don't suppose it will be long befare
we are doipng our bit, although the idea
of dodging the ‘iron foundries' they
fling at each other is mot too savoury to
s novice, and we in this battalion are all
mosre or less novices at the game. The
village where we are billeted was over-
run by the Germauns in the early part of
the war., The very bhouse where we are
billeted was visited, aud had Lo provide
food and wine for them. Theinhabitants
ought to consider themselves lucky st
being let off so lightly, especially the
female portion. Im & paddock attached
to this homestesd is a little f{enced-in
grave, with a tombstone, upon which is
cngraved the following: -'S. B. Armi-
stead, 11th Eussars, killed unear here
October, 1914. I hereby declare that the
best fun I have bhad I owe to horse and
bound.' I can conjure 8 picturc of a
don't-care devil of a fellow from that
epitaph. Other little graves can be sesen
with simple wooden crosses. Our trip
through France on our way to this part
was absolutely ao eyeopener—as far as
scenery goes, especially in the south of
France. I bhave read somewhere of the
smiling fields of France. , That expression
exactly sums 1t up io s nutshell. The
ficlds, houses, rivers, etc., all seem to
smile st one, while the women make wo
pretence of it.  After leaving Egypt we
expericuced beauntiful weather apnd calm
secas, with bardly a ripple, and pever a
sign of a submarine, although divers
rumors were current. Marseilles, con-
sidering it is a seaport, is & most pic-
turesque and beauntiful spot. Approach-
ing it one sails below tall cliffs, towering
up sbave the sea, and running sheer down
into it, and pass while, waxy-looking
rocks l?;!:ul jut out from the level of the

sca. Viewed from the sea, the land looks
a mass of serrated peaks, and the most
unlizely spot for lovel{ scenery and ver-
dant pastores. Oune i5 slill gazing at
these clifis, when an island, with a rcund-
towered building over its whole area, is
sc:n in & bay. All eyes céntre on this,
and gradually the boat swiogs rcund,
wheo Lhe outskirts of Marseilles come
into view., At first one cannot see the
sbipping, which 13 hidden bebind a pro-
montory, which is covered with green
trees and red-roofed houses, and looks
like a bit 3f Sydney harbor transported,
As we round this point, the shipping is
seen—atl jeast hundreds of mssts and
funnels, that show up bebind a high
stone pier. This pier ruus right round
the wharfs and moles, and forms an ad.
mirable protection sgainst the weather.
The moles and wharfs, and bangars on
the moles are all kept scrupulously tidy,
as compared with burbors in South Aus.
tralia. The whole city is tucked away
at the foot of bigh hills. We lay in mic-
stireams for a day, and immediately on
disembarkation were bustied into a train.
When | say train, 1 don’'t mean a self-
respecling passenger train, but consistiug
of one long line of trucks, with this
wrillen up on the side —'Hommes 3U.4¢/,
Chevaux (en long) -5.' These trucks
were about 15ft. x 3ft., so you can yuite
imagine how we slept at might. 1f you
bave ever noticed how neat and comfort-
able sardines Jovk in a Lin, yuu can form
some idea how we were pluced, only
winus the neatness sod comfortableness,
A patr of hob-uailed Loots 1 the pit of
| one's stomacl on ovpe side, amd (itta in
the stuall of the buck, are nol the best of
hedmates, especially if one waots to turn,
Going out from Marseilles, we passed

through a series of tlunnels, ooe of which
secmeld wan enarmous length, amnl ook
us fully five minutes to po throogh it
In between the tunnels we @el A line
view of the harbur, with its shappiog and
| business centres, awd 1all chimneys, de-
noting the factories. in the bonlers of

this, the red] of the Marseilles tides, mnl
[the green of the ustmand 1o Lthiat rung

—_—

‘ight down into tbhe clear blue of the sca,
sresent & picture that will not easily be
orgotten. In the centre of the harbor,
o the ntory that runs out into the
jea, and on the top of s high hill, is a
burch with a high me.glc. upou which
s & golden figure, that shines out ip the
sunlight like a blaze of light., After
leaving the hills just adjscent to Mar-
seilles, the railway travels along the
slope of the hills, and down below we sce
8 patchwork of crops and vines, with &
little wood at odd intervals. Every road
shows up white, aond is bordered on each

2 2 . e - " - & ———

- E r 3 - 7 ﬂ
rocks that jut out from the level of the
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hows up white, sod is bordered on each |
ide by loog lines of trees. Al the first
top we had tea, and also our first cou-
ersation with French women. This
as rather a novelty, not only on sccount
f the complete absurdity of it—for
seither party understood the other—but
!0 it marked the first talk since leaving
ustralia that we have had with a white
oman, one that we could feel was of
ur own flesh and blood. These women
re rakiog in sao honest penny or two
y selling chocolates, cakes, etc., seem-
ogly at a healthy price, too, as far as our
vowledge of French money went. The
next moraiog ded the most won-
lerful scenery t ever one could wish
o see. We travelled up the Rbone
Valley, past Valence, across the river
Isere, th b Vieane, and up to Lyons,
On our right the Rhooe was in sight the
whole way, its sides bordered by willows
and silver poplars. Juat beyond these
irees farms with the houses sll two-
storeyed, gable-roofed, and marseilles-
tiled, and the open fields of vineyards
and crops, occupy the flats. As a back-
ground, the hills slope straight up and
away into the distance. These hills in
Aastralia would be turned down by the
average cockey a8 ‘mafish,' as far ms
cropping or cultivation was concerned.
(‘Mafish’ is an Eg w‘:rd for ‘mo.
good,’ that bas gai st favor ameng
Australian (roops.) J;!"'Cf. there is
not & square yard that is not growiag
something, and it is a truly remarkable

ht to crane one's peck to look up a
hill, and then to see om top and up the
sides v{n&:. vegetables, cru;:;. and fruit
trees, with paths ruoai z up to
the summit. loreove:? it %.‘notpone
hill only, nor several hills, but every hill,
and far away in the distance one can see

hills similarly cropped. The most
pleasant part of it to me is the little
woodlet that every farm tends with the
utmost care. It shows what their opinion
is of the necessity of growing timber, for
they do not mind pmw fair portion
of their best land forest, and
judging by the result, it must be a pro-
Gitable concern to them. This class of
country continues up to Lvons, where we
cross Rhone uur travel up slong the
river Saone. Lyons is a large manufac-
turing city, where we were a
great welcome from the crowd, who
waved and threw kisees (a great habit of
theirs—lack of closer cootact leaves me
guecssing whether their actusl kissing is
dooe as cleguntl!y). [ must confess that
it was with great ret we left the Rhone
Valley, with its silver stream amid red
and green, with little clastered villages,
each with its spired church pestied awa
in the valleys, and with its hill crown
by some aocient ruin of either a charch
or a castle. Bat the river Saone, with its

surroending. provided equally fine
scenery. ot a sguare yard of the
whole countiry seems to be barren. Crops
wonderfully even, vine wonderfully
fresh-looking, with not a weed to be seen
fruit trees laden with fruit, long lines of
pianes and elms, all testify to the proe-
perity of the land ; while crowds of rosy-
checked kids testify to the fecundity of
the ‘genus homo Francais.” In Australia
we held an opinion that the birthrate of
France was pearly a thing of the past.
It msy be s0 in towns, but in the coun-
try it seems to be the reverse. While
tzkiag of French kids, the most amazing
' cheracteristic of them is their cleanliness.
From Maaseiiles to past Paris | never saw
a dirty child, and this was commented on
by nearly all of us. Neatly brusbed hair,
clean faces and hands, tidy clothes and
boots, was .lt::zi the case. This fact re-
flects great credit on their womeniolk,
for iu these times of stress money must
be scarce, and the work of a woman
great. In the fields, no young or middle-
aged were seen, old men and mere
youngsters doing the jobs in some cades,
while in others whole droves of women,
with big white sunbonnets, counld be seen
toiling. One's heart went out to these
women, especislly to the old women,
who would stop and wave and throw
kisses to us io a graceful way. There
no mistake about the eclegancy of the
French 1ace, for no action of theirs a
pears awkward, but done in such a man
ner that one immediately feels respect f
them, and this, too, from sun Australian
soldier who can bardly bé classed as a
great respector of persoms. Through the
gz:}eom scenery of the Saone, Lthrough
chalons near Saone, we came to Dijon, a
large city, with chimney stacks bristling
«ll over it, like bristles on a hedgehog.
Ouq the station at Dijon there were some
French ladies, who dealt omt some re-
refreshments, and some lassies, who were
after ‘Auptralian Rising Suns,” as souve-
nirs. ese lassies were winsome, and
thos bad no dificualty in getting what
they were after. One was smoking a fag,
with the utmost sangfroid ; and thst, too,
under a maternal wing. This custom
bardly appeualed to us, owing, no doubt,
to its strangeness. A few young ladies|
sffect the fag habit, but I have never seen
one yet smokiong io the main street. The
next part of the jouroey was missed,
owing to the blandishments of the god-
desa of sleep. We became easy victims
to her charms, despite the limited bed
spice. Much to onr disappointment, we
did not go throngh Pars, but skirted
round to Versailles. Oao our way we
passed through the forest of Thalon, con-
sisting chiefiy of hardwoods, such as oak,
beech, maple, and chestnut. A bhard-
wood forest at the best of times is a rather
tame affair, such as you know, but I feel

-urmnding, provided equally fne

certain that -r‘n (rgm its lack of




| nestness, your hypercritical eye (when
occasion demands 1) can find no fauit.
The broad leaves that these trees possess
make a veritable roof of leaves, and Lhe
floor looks moist and cool. After Ver-
suilles, 1 will lesWe you guessing our
direction and destinstion, for fear the
censoring officer lakes an  objection.
The gorth of Frauce bhacdly appealed to

us like the south of France. It looks
cold, and feels it, too. The e do
not possess Lhe same open welcome de-

meapor, nor do they exhibit the same in-
tercat in us ag Australians, much, as you
may surmise, to our regret. Soldiers of
all nationalities must be a very common
oocurrence in these parts, ¢ Frenach
saldier, s¢ we have seen him, looks a
solid antagoniet. Dressed in their Freoch
grey uniforms, with helmel, Lbey Jook
well, and the more one sees of them, the
less does he reckon the Germans' chaoce
is worth, By all reports, the Russiaxs
seemz to be doing well on the castern
front. Whether it 1s one of their cus-
Lomary sprints, or whether it will be sus-
taine:], remains to be seen. Upon its
success depends the duration of the war,
Germany and Ausiria, after two years of
lightipg, cangol possibly have a very
Iarge reserve lo Hiug from one part to
stiulther witbout weakening her forces on
the front from which they were taker,
and judgivg from her repeated attewipls
and failures to press through, once she
does that she is & gone coon. Still, she
may have u few cards up ber sleeve yet.
I will never regrel wmy tnp through
Fravce, apd ope can leel the spirit that
must be moving the Freuch armies, for a
man that would not fight for such a land
es Lhis would pot be worth his salt.  Al-
together they are a most lovable people,
sinougst whom one leels at bome at ooce,

not a stranger {u a strapge land, ss he
did 1y Egypt. The wvery look of the
Feyptiun, althoogh all smiles and
siucerity for the soldier, inspires no feel-
tng of coulidence, bul rather one of mis-
trust. A 'Gyp, | reckon, given s quiet
place, uo fear of the prescoce of soldiers,
aml a shurp koife, would soon provide
the amen to a fellow's life. At the best
thiey are a crawling, spivelling race.
The country homestead where we are
butleted 15 nmot oo inspiring, for the
melhads of samtstion are peculiar. A
wpieare courtvard at the rear, with build-
s round i, the dwelling one side,
stnbles, cuwbyre, barps, ete., luorm the
othier sule.  Tu the centre of the yard is
nolarge it of straw, waler, refuse, ete,
Al to aovery ilecomposed] slate, aml can
Iy be chised ag bealthy,  Thas ety

state mnay be due Lo the absence of the
men ol the front.  Every howmestesd is

cumracterised by the oumber of ocutbuild-
iogs, which, | suppose, are for the
housing ol stock during the winter
months. The milk separator is worked
by & dog, who is ied up inside a large,
circular, upright wheel, in such & man-
ner that lie has to keep runniog, and so
| rolates the wheel, which is shafted into
the separatar. The use of dogs in this
wiy 18 comwou in this district. Re-
member mme to all and sundry at Mills-
cent, especially to the boss. Len. Gorr
15 knocking ronnd these parts somewhere
but 1 have not had the luck th strike him
vet. I helieve his battalion has been
comgew it and 1 have heen wondering
I ow he hing been getling oun, ' :

Death

Sadly for Pep’s family the rumours of his passing were correct. Ronald George “Pep” McKail was killed in action on
the 6™ August 1916 at Pozieres, Somme Sector, France. “He led B. Company of the 48th Battalion to the trenches in
the vicinity of windmill Pozieres 6th August 1916, he gained his objective and then had his leg blown off nearly at the
thigh and in this condition for 2 hours maintained command of his men cheerfully ignoring his dreadful wound, he
cheered up his wounded and dying.”

A letter received in Adelaide on the 1° January 1917 gives an account that Pep was wounded in the calf but had the
wound bound and continued fighting but he was shot in the leg again and succumbed to his wounds the next
morning.

Pep has no known grave and is commemorated at the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, France. He left an estate values

at £1,360.




The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 2 January 1917

_Letters from eoidiers at the front, de-
'L‘r'bugha‘dt m Adela.r&e“"l > on New %w's Day,
! new mu!raﬁn% etails con-

"LATE SGT. R. G. McKAIL."
The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) - 8 September 1916

- ) s, . .,
Mrs. E L MeKail, of Narth Adelaide,
has bheen notifiad that her son, Q‘;t
Ronald C. McKail, was killed in aeiian
in France on Auguat 6. Sgt. MeKail vwas
born in Western Australia, but at an
early age came to Soath Australia with bia
family. He was educated at St. Peter's
College, and after leaving that institution
joined the staff of the Eastern Extension
Cable Company, in which he served for
several years, When the Government
mmsiituted a Forestry Department at the
University, he was one of three success
ful appheants chosen for the course,
which he completed in three vears. At
the game time, he gained his B Se. Degree.
When he enlisted he was \ssistant Fores-
ter at the Mount Burr Forest Regerve,
Millicent. While at college Sgt. MoKail
was krenly interested in all xports, and |
captained the teams at both foothall and '
cricket in the intercollegiate matehes. Hej
will be remembered by many as a member
VoYue Nardne NAaxie lonthafl tmm. of
which he was captain  during  his last
season before leaving the city.




The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 9 September 1916

C—

LATE SGT, R, . McKAIL

Mra. E L. MeKaidl, of North Adelaide,
hias  been  noltibed thet her som, Szt
Ronald €. McKail, was killed in action
i Prance on Aogost 6. Sgt. MeKad was
born m Western Awtrala, but at en
rarly age cume to Spath Australia with his
family, He was educated at 8t Peler's
College, and after leaving that institution
Joined the stafll of the Eastern Exteusion
Cable Company, in which be served for
several years When the Government

THE LATE SOT, I G, MaEATL.

matituted a Forestry Department at the
I| University, he was ome of three success
ful applicants chosen for Lhe ocoarse,
which ho completed in three years, At
the same time, bhe :mal his BSec. Degree,
Whest bo etilisted he wan Amsistant Fores
[tor at the Mount Burr Forest Reserve,
| Millient. While at college 8gt. MeKail
[ was boonly inlermeted in all sports, and
‘u;-tmtml the teama at both foothall and
Leneket ia the intereolleguate matches. o
{will be remembered by many as a member
Im’ the Nooth Adelarde footbad]l teim, of
lwhich be wos captam  durmg  hus last
- season before leaving the oty




"WOODS AND FORESTS DEPARTMENT SUFFERS A LOSS."
Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - -11 September 1916

WOODS AN FORFSTS DEPARTMENT
SUFFERS A [OSE,

Mrs. E T. McKail, of North: ~
hax reccived -d:icccd the dm"m

son ( it R, )y ®ho haw
been in actibn in . Ba = |
is known this is representative |
of the Woods and DPrepartient who
has paid the * macnifice m the war.
Sergeant. McKail, ot the time of enlisting’
for active sexrvico with ‘the ,

forces, was ussistant forester ,-i i%:c Mouns

13 ve, nesr icent,
the Booth-East. His tf in mu:

his diploma in May of B4,
There was also a special ioterest in the
fast that Mr. MeKail was the fipm

student adwitted to the degree of |

in Amstralamia, He

real in pursur g bis uring -
three ' courme, and petformed svdwons
labors not only in the University, but aleo
m the practical work earmied out on tue
varions forest reserves.  Younz  uien
Avuiring a rhorough \'noﬂmfm- ol the
prineiples seiences relating to lorests
and tree culture, gepecaily, must, ar tacie
experienues extond and mature, heiome an
asort of more than ordmary valur to the
Commonwenlth. He was an epthusiast 1n
all manly sparts, and dsiriig s (ollegre
career he Alled the position of cajtuin of
the teams representing 8t Peter's (ollsge
in the annaal inmﬁ&?& crivket and
foorball matches. Tater he captained the
North Adelaide football team during the
[ast season prior to removing to the couns
try. Keen pegret ix 21t by a larze (ircle |
of iriends. snd el symparay goes out
10 the boreavisd ‘

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 12 September 1916

Three  Serpt. McKail was 28 of age. Al
though be was & “*bird of e'' 80 far

Enquiries were in-
stituted 1o Adelaide, but failed to elicit
sny confirmstion of the report. The
vews tinged many Millicent bomes with
saduess, and there was keen relief when
it was made to appear that rumour had
bees false. That the intelligence was
cotrect, however, was evidenced I:s‘un

*

lom maph in Satu .
¥ ,'' which was mpnnlcd{:y
» photograph of the deceased soldier . —
“Mrs E. L. McKail, of North Adelaide,
hias been notified tbat ber son, . R.
G. McKall, was killed in action in France
on August 6. Sergt. McKail was boro in
Westernn Australia, bLul at sn early »
came to South Australia with his family,
He was educated ot St. Peter's College,
and after leaviog that institution joined
the staff of the Lastern Extension Cable
Oo-pn‘} in which he served for several
FEAIS. mcn:u:alliummd
n Forestry t ot the Universily,
lie was one of three successfal applicants
rliosen for the course, which Le com-
eted o three years. At the same time
¢ geined his B.Sc. Degree. When be
enlisted be was assistant forester st the
Mount Burr forest reserve, Millicent
While st college Serglt. McKail was
Leenly ioterested in all sports and cap.
tained the leams st both football and
cricket in the intercollegiate matches.
Ile will be remembered WaATY &N
wember of the North Adelaide football
team, of which he was captain during his

Tast season before leaving the city.'' |

s resideoce 1o the Millicent district was
copcerned, residents bere will mourn his
nntimely death because of their koow-
jelge of his fine personality sod the
splendid physieal and mental qualities
I:‘n( would bave hited bim iuto & pro-
minent and bighly aseful position in life.
A few bours before the news of hia deatl
liest reachbed Millicent a long, undated
letter, writlen by bim in France, was
published in these colnmuos, and lew of
liis friends had any Jdithicully 1o identify
1y the suthor of {I. The manner of his
desth would not be hard o guess. A
lvirn lemler of men and quite devoid of
fiar, he would Le in “the thick of
Hings' st the urst command to attack
tis epemy.  Straugely enough, Sergt
M Kall seemed 1o know hefore be left
Milljcent that the war was Lo mesn e
ool of wll thin:s mandane tn him e
wosty uo hurey to volunteer, 1o when
Yois own alert hrain bl shown b that
the Je Dl come whien e st go

out to Gght, then he took the momen-
tous step and weot forward without
flinching. Sdth men need no tombstone
epitaph, Sergt. McKail's is inscribed
indelibly in the minds ot all who were
privileged to know him intimstely.




"TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT McKAIL."
Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 13 September 1916

TRIRUTE TO SERGEANT MohAIL. l

Mrs. MoKail, mother of Sergeant R
i, MeRul), who was killed in action
on August 6 has received the (ollow.
_Ing  letter from tbe  Attorney-(ieneral,
Houn. J H. Vaoghan:—"Will you please
accept my deep and hearticit sympsathy
with you in the great blow that las
fallen upon vou in the deathh of vour
son st the front. I can only spesk
of bim as an officer ul the Forest De-
partmsent, but when the sad pews reached
me to-dday that he had fallen 11 camme
o me with the shock that one legls
when one loses a friend Before he Teft
South Australin he had, by his spNendid
devotion to the work of which he had
decided to give his life and enerpies,
shown such qualities as marked Tim
for one of the highest positions n the
Forest Service. Mr Corbin, only little
more than 3 week sgo, forwarded to me
A& long and most inturesting letter from
him, which showed how keen an interest
he still took. in forestry, even when Le
was facing the dangers and hardships
of war.. Only last Thursday, little know-
ing that he had already made the su
preme sgerifice, I gave official approval
ta Mr Corbin's proposal that the mili-
tary aunthorities should be asked (o re-
lease him from further duty and that
he shouid proceed to the Forest School
at Nancy, Fravee, and in April next re.
turn (o South Australia to take up the
work of sssistani lecturer in foresiry. =0
that scientific tramning might be given
hﬂmm .nl'i. neem&'onsl course
w in what regar r son's
charaoter ’:::! abilities vuuyol‘:eld in
the Forest Department. | mention thess
facts In the hope that in the hour ot
your grealest sorrow You may derive
same consolation from a knowledgs o
them. May I add that I feel that what.
ever he sy have acenmnlished, had
he Tived to fulfil the high expectations
we all had of him. he conld never have
done¢ anything worth as much as by lay-
‘ng down his life in the way he has
done. He has died as he lived—nobly
giving all to the cause of honor and
righteousness.”




The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 15 September 191

The Late Sergf. R, 4. McKail. -
Wedueaday's daily papers contain appro-
priate tribotes to the memory of Sergt.
R. G, McKail, of Miilicent, who was
killed in action in France lsgt month.
When the mendm St. Peter’s Col-

, Adelnide, bled on Tuesday
alter their lliclutlmu vacation, the
sctivg hesd master (Mr T. Aipslie
Caterer, B.A.) remarked that he wighed
to say a few words to the school ou
eveols (hat had happened during the
vacalion, They bad all followed the pro-
greas of the grest offensive, and it was
with sorrowiul hearts they had noted day
by day the toll the war bad made n
their old boys, One of those who rd
made the supreme sacrifice was Roopald
George McKail, and if he made special
reference to him it was because he had
left his mark in the classrooms and the
playing fields and as a pupil that wouald
always win for his memory the respect
and affection of masters and schooifellows
alike. Wholesouled, generous, buoyant-
ly bappy, hir-minded and cleau-liviag,
be was Lhe type any public school wished
1o send forth ioto the larger world to do
bis life's work honorably and suc-
cessfally. This beavy clond of sorrow,
however, hanging over them all was
lightened by the joyous news that a
fourth Military Cross had come to the
school through Edward Arnold van Sen-
den, and the coverted Victoris Cross bad
been awasded to Arthur Seaforth Black-
burn, of the “Fighting 10th," for con-

icuons  gallantry ' somewhere iu

rance,'' °° PESY i

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) - 4 November 1916
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Letter to the University of Adelaide detailing RG McKail’s Life and Service
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Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, France

Panel at Villers-Bretonneux Memorial including RG KcKail’s Name




https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1650076/

Ronald George McKail's name is located at panel 146 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial (as

indicated by the poppy on the plan).

For the first anniversary of Pep’s death a notice of remembrance appeared in the Adelaide paper ‘The Journal’,
inserted by Sergeant WP Russell, AIF, France.

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) - 4 August 1917

McKAIL.—In meomory of Sergeant R, G ‘Kai
(Pep.), killed in a»(?:m in France, 'on'dLl‘xf Ks"t‘!:
August, 1916.—Inserted Ly Sergcant W. P. Russell
A.LF., Frunce, ¥ :

It is likely that WP Russell was Company Sergeant Major, William Paterson Russell of South Australia and the 48"
Battalion who tragically was killed in action on the 12 October 1917 and is buried at the Passchendaele, New British

Cemetery, Belgium.

For many years the North Adelaide Football Club awarded the “RG McKail Memorial Trophy” to the clubs best junior
and at the Centenary of ANZAC Pep was remembered in the tribute (below).

“RG McKail Memorial Trophy”



https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1650076/

North Adelaide Football Club
Centenary of ANZAC — Tribute to RG McKail

Ronald George Mc Kail
(#4174, Private ; 16® Battalion - 13® Reinforcements)
(1907-1944; 63 Games - 3 Goals)
Ronald “Pep” McKal, joined the club straight fom St Pefer’s College in 1907, when he played 7 games. He
played a futher 7 games in1308 before he played n all 12 maiches in 1909, He later captained the dub in 1913
after inury put an end to Bemie Leahy’s season. He went onto play a total of
63 games (kicking 3 goals) before enlisting to fght in World War One at the
ageof 25
McKail was bom in Albany, Westem Australa, but at an early age came (o
South Australia with his family.
Whilst at St Peter's College, he excelled at sport Caplaining bath the Fisst XI
and the First XVl in 1907
After iBaving school he pined the Eastem Extension Cable Company
woking them unfl 1911, when he applied for the newly introduced Forestry
Department course at Adelaide Universty beng one of only firee applicants
chosen. Upon the completon of hs B.Sc degree he took up a postion as an
Assistant Forester at the Mount Burr Forest Resenve, Milicent and as such
missed he 1914 season with Nath Adelaide. The 1913 Grand Final was his

- isdeardosdalll (55t m 210 in the red-and-wite
.He ambarked for overseas on the 114 January 1916 with the 16" Battalion
Stationed at fe font line he saw alot of fighting before he was killed in acfon & Pozieres, Somme Sector,

August 6™ 1916

"He led B. Company of the 48th Battalion trenches in windmilj Pozieres 6th August 1916, he gained
his objective ond then hod his leg blown offneardy at the thigh and in this condition for 2 hours
maintained command of his men cheerfully ignoring his dreadful wound, he cheered up his wounded
and dying. *




Other Family Details

Pep’s brother John Cecil McKail enlisted on the 8" January 1916 and departed from Adelaide on the 12" August
1916, a mere six days after Pep’s death. It is probable that John did not hear of his brother’s death until he arrived in

the United Kingdom.

John initially served in his brother’s old battalion and later transferred to the 4™ Field Company Engineers. He was
wounded in action in France on the 23™ September 1917. (see further details below).

McKAIL, John Cecil

Service No. 2295
Private
48th Battalion

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN

Occupation prior to enlistment agent from North Adelaide, South Australia
Enlisted on 8 January 1916.

He embarked for overseas with the 4th Reinforcements from Adelaide on 12
August 1916 aboard HMAT Ballarat.

He saw action in France with the 48th Battalion before transferring to the
4th Field Company Engineers in July 1917.

On 23 September 1917 he was wounded in action in France and evacuated
to England and then onto Australia.

He was discharged medically unfit on 25 January 1918.

State Records of SA GRG 26/5/4/2779

Pep’s sister Cecily married Captain Reginald Blockley Lucas at West Hampstead, London, England on the 3™ April

1916.

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 13 May 1916

James's Church, West MM

Adclaide.

LUCAS—McKAIL —On the 3rd Apnl

Riglt Rev. Dr. Harmer, Bish

sisted by the Reov. Oldcro)d.aghqm.ud mocqu.
elder son of Mrs. A. R B. Lucas, Millswood, to
Cecily Helen, daughter of Mrs, McKail,

Captain Lucas was a doctor in the RAMC and he was reported missing at the front in a big offensive on the Somme in
June 1916. Pep’s mother travelled to the UK in October 1916 to be with her daughter. Captain Lucas was later
declared to have died on the 3™ July 1916 and he is commemorated at the Thiepval Memorial, Thiepval,

Departement de la Somme, Picardie, France.
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