
 

 
 

Sgt. Ronald George McKail 

† 
6th August 1916 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club: 1915 A Grade 

 (Intervarsity 1912) 

Degree: BSc (Forestry) 1914 

SANFL: North Adelaide 1907 - 1913 (Captain 1913) 

 

 



 

Background 
 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to 

ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of  Ronald George 

McKail. It is compilation of information and photographs collected 

from a variety of historical sources. 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC ANZAC MEMORIAL COMMITTEE  



 

The AIF Project 
 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=199892 

 

Ronald George McKAIL 
 

Regimental number 4174 

Place of birth Albany, Western Australia 

School St Peter's (Catholic) College Adelaide, South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Forester Bsc 

Address Millicent, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 25 

Next of kin Mother, Mrs E L McKail, 215 Gover Street. North Adelaide, South Australia 

Previous military service Served in the St Peters College as a SGT. 

Enlistment date 15 July 1915 

Rank on enlistment Private 

Unit name 16th Battalion, 13th Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/33/3 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A30 Borda 

on 11 January 1916 

Other details from Roll of Honour Circular He led B. Company of the 48th Battalion trenches in windmill Pozieres 6th 

August 1916, he gained his objective and then had his leg blown off nearly 

at the thigh and in this condition for 2 hours maintained command of his 

men cheerfully ignoring his dreadful wound, he cheered up his wounded 

and dying. 

Fate Killed in Action 6 August 1916 

Place of death or wounding Pozieres, Somme Sector, France 

Age at death 27 

Place of burial No known grave 

  

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=199892


 

Commemoration details Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France 

Villers-Bretonneux is a village about 15 km east of Amiens. The Memorial stands on 
the high ground ('Hill 104') behind the Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, Fouilloy, 
which is about 2 km north of Villers-Bretonneux on the east side of the road to 
Fouilloy.  
The Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux is approached through the 
Military Cemetery, at the end of which is an open grass lawn which leads into a three-
sided court. The two pavilions on the left and right are linked by the north and south 
walls to the back (east) wall, from which rises the focal point of the Memorial, a 105 
foot tall tower, of fine ashlar. A staircase leads to an observation platform, 64 feet 
above the ground, from which further staircases lead to an observation room. This 
room contains a circular stone tablet with bronze pointers indicating the Somme 
villages whose names have become synonymous with battles of the Great War; other 
battle fields in France and Belgium in which Australians fought; and far beyond, 
Gallipoli and Canberra.  
On the three walls, which are faced with Portland stone, are the names of 10,885 
Australians who were killed in France and who have no known grave. The 'blocking 
course' above them bears the names of the Australian Battle Honours.  
After the war an appeal in Australia raised £22,700, of which £12,500 came from 
Victorian school children, with the request that the majority of the funds be used to 
build a new school in Villers-Bretonneux. The boys' school opened in May 1927, and 
contains an inscription stating that the school was the gift of Victorian schoolchildren, 
twelve hundred of whose fathers are buried in the Villers-Bretonneux cemetery, with 
the names of many more recorded on the Memorial. Villers-Bretonneux is now 
twinned with Robinvale, Victoria, which has in its main square a memorial to the links 
between the two towns.  

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 

  Australian War Memorial 

146 

Family/military connections PTE, JC McRail, BR (sic) 

Other details War service: Western Front 
Medals: British War Medal, Victory Medal 

 

Note: St Peter’s College, Adelaide is incorrectly stated as Catholic in the information above 

  



 

Service Record 
 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=1947799 

 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=1947799


 

 

  



 

Virtual War Memorial Australia 
 
https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/118605 

 

"LATE SGT. R. G. McKAIL. 
 
Mrs. E. L. McKail, of North Adelaide, has been notified that her son, Sgt. Ronald C. McKail, was killed in action in 
France on August 6. Sgt. McKail was born in Western Australia, but at an early age came to South Australia with his 
family. He was educated at St Peter's College, and after leaving that institution joined the staff of the Eastern 
Extension Cable Company, in which he served for several years. When the Government instituted a Forestry 
Department at the University, he was one of three success ful applicants chosen for the course, which he completed 
in three years. At the same time, he gained his B.Sc. Degree. 
 
When he enlisted he was Assistant Forester at the Mount Burr Forest Reserve, Millicent. While at college Sgt. McKail 
was keenly interested in all sports, and captained the teams at both football and cricket in the intercollegiate 
matches. He will be remembered by many as a member of the North Adelaide football team, of which he was 
captain during his last season before leaving the city." - from the Adelaide Register 09 Sep 1916 (nla.gov.au) 
 
 
From the book Fallen Saints  - (by Robert Kearney) 
 
Ronald George McKail of North Adelaide was born in Albany, Western Australia in 1889. While at St Peters College  
he was a good all round student and sportsman and during the three years he served in the senior cadets was 
promoted to the rank of sergeant. 
 
He left the School in 1907 and after graduating (BSc) from Adelaide University was employed as a Forrester; he 
subsequently joined the Eastern Extension Cable Company as a Training Officer. (sic) 
 
He enlisted at Keswick on 13 July 1915 and attended the Mitcham Camp NCO School 21 July - 31 August. On 1 
September he was posted to the 32nd Battalion and in October was made an acting sergeant. Throughout 
November, he attended No 10 Officers School and at the beginning of December joined the 13th quota of 
reinforcements for the 16th Battalion. 
 
He sailed from Adelaide aboard HMAT Borda on 11 January 1916 was made an acting sergeant for the voyage but 
upon reaching to Egypt was reverted to his substantive rank; he but was made a temporary sergeant again in March. 
 
 When the 48th Battalion was raised from the 16th Battalion he was taken on the battalion’s strength as a 
substantive sergeant and sailed from Alexandria with the battalion aboard HMT Caledonian on 2 June; Sergeant 
McKail was killed in action on 5 August; he was 27 years of age. 
 
When completing the Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour circular in 1928 his mother offered the Australian 
War Memorial her son’s diary and wrote a number of brief notes. 
 
 … led B Company of the 48th into the trenches in the vicinity of the Windmill at Pozières and gained his objective 
before a German bomb tore his leg off at the thigh. In spite of his horrific injuries he continued to command his men 
until he died. [i] 
 
In a letter to Base Records dated 12 Jan 1923, Ronald’s mother said her son had been killed during the taking of the 
last two trenches taken at Pozières. 
 
… He was in command of the men operating there & 2 of his men informed me in 1917 when in London – that they 
dug his grave at the top of the trench near the Wind mill…. [ii] 
 
The following excerpt is from a letter written by Ronald’s brother Sapper John McKail (OS) 4th Field Company, 
Engineers. 
 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/118605
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59919507


 

Before the Brigade went into action at Pozières, Pepper had been Brigade Gas Sergeant, a job that possessed the 
merit of being fairly safe. He threw it up to go with his platoon, who bore the brunt of the heaviest artillery fire 
possible, for the enemy threw a barrage behind and another in front, where they dropped with absolute accuracy in 
the shell craters, and holes that the 48th Battalion had as their only cover. Pepper was killed by high explosive 
carrying away his lower limbs; he had been wounded previously, but applied first aid and carried on. His platoon has 
told me that they considered him a hero. No aid from the A.M.C. could come up as a barrage in the rear prevented 
it. [iii] 
 
On 30 September 1916, with one son dead and another still at the front Mrs McKail wrote to Base Records seeking a 
death certificate for her son. She needed it urgently so she could probate his Will and set his affairs in order before 
sailing to England to visit and support her daughter whose husband, a doctor in the British Army, had been listed as 
missing in action for three and a half months. [iv] 
 
Lieutenant George Dean (Old Scholar) specifically mentioned Ronald in a letter dated 4 April 1917. 
 
Many I have met are dead – poor old Sgt. Pepper McKail, a tip top chap. [v] 
 
[i] Australian War Memorial, Roll of Honour Cards 145, 1914-1918 War, Army - McKail, Ronald George viewed 5 
October 2005 
[ii] National Archives of Australia: B 2455, McKail, R G / 1947799, viewed 5 October 2005 
[iii] St Peter’s School Magazine - W K Thomas & Co, Adelaide, May 1917, p. 59 
[iv] National Archives of Australia: B 2455, McKail, R G / 1947799, viewed 4 February 2006 
[v] St Peter’s School Magazine - W K Thomas & Co, Adelaide, August 1917, p. 42-43 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Biography 
 
Early Life 
 
Ronald George McKail was born on the 4th March 1889, the third son and fourth child of John Frederick McKail and 
Ellen Louisa Wright, at Albany, Western Australia.  
 
His siblings were Cecily Helen (born 1891), Hugh Francis (born 1883) and John Cecil (born 1887). 
 
Ronald acquired the nickname “Pepper” which was frequently shortened to “Pep”. 
 

Pep’s grandfather, John McKail was an early settler in Western Australia, arriving from Deptford, United Kingdom in 

1812. He moved to Albany, WA in 1835 and was an agent for Mr Anthony Curtis. John later became a merchant and 

financier and a member of the Legislative Council for WA. He died aged 61. He had two sons and seven daughters 

with his wife Henrietta Jenkins.  

 

Pep’s father, John Frederick McKail, was involved in various partnerships that traded as agents under the business 

name of “John McKail & Co” in Albany, WA. The family moved to Adelaide, South Australia when Pep was young. 

Sadly for the family, Pep’s father passed away at Miss Tibbits’ Hospital, Wakefield Street, Adelaide on the 14th March 

1901, aged 41. He was buried at the North Road Cemetery.  

 

Schooling 
 
Pep and his older brothers (John and Hugh) commenced at St Peter’s College, Adelaide in 1897. 

 

Pep excelled academically. He won the Form III prize December 1899, the Form IVj prize for Scripture in 1900, the 

‘Remove b’ form prize for Scripture in 1902 and the ‘Remove a’ form prize in 1903. He passed Primary Examinations 

in English History, Greek, Latin, French, Algebra and Geometry in 1903 and was second to HH Blackburn for the Allen 

Classics Scholarship at St Peter’s College that year. 

 

Pep passed three Senior Examinations (English literature, geometry, inorganic chemistry) in 1905 and seven (English 

History, Greek, Latin, Arithmetic and Algebra (with credit), Geometry, Trigonometry and Inorganic Chemistry) in 

1906. In his final year at St Peter’s, Pep passed five subjects in the Higher Public Examinations (Greek, Latin, Pure 

Mathematics, Applied Mathematics and) Inorganic Chemistry and was awarded the St Peter’s Westminster 

Scholarship for Classics. 

 

Pep competed in the St Peter’s College Sports coming third in the Senior Obstacle race (400 yard) in September 

1905. He was on the committee who organised the Sports in 1907.  

 

Pep was also excelled at sports and played in the St Peter’s football team from 1905 to 1907. He was in the best 

players in a match against Christian Brothers College in June 1905 and played for the present boys against the Old 

Scholars’ team that year. He represented St Peter’s in intercollegiate football against Prince Alfred College from 1905 

to 1907 and against Scotch College, Melbourne in 1906. He was vice-captain of the St Peter’s team in 1907.  

 

In a newspaper article published shortly after Pep enlisted in July 1915, Pep was described as “one of the best 

footballers the “Saints” ever had”. 

 

He played South Australian Cricket Association B Grade District Cricket for St Peters in the 1906/07 and 1907/08 

seasons and represented the College in intercollegiate matches against PAC in 1906 and 1907, captaining the side in 

1907.  

 



 

 

 
 

"THE INTERCOLLEGIATE CRICKET MATCH: PLAYED ON THE ADELAIDE OVAL." 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) - 28 December 1907 

 

RG McKail (captain) – Middle Row - Centre 



 

In 1907 Pep won one of the two challenge cups presented at St Peters for rifle shooting (he was in the Cadet Corps at 

St Peter’s for 3 years) and he attended the St Peter’s College Dance in December that year.  

 

Early Career 

 
After completing his schooling at St Peter’s College, Pep commenced working for the Eastern Extension Cable 
Company (EECC) as a telegraphy apprentice.  
 
He worked for the company for four years (1908 to 1911). In his final year at EECC he also commenced his forestry 
degree at the University of Adelaide. 
 
Pep represented the EECC in a “Reporters versus Telegraphists” football match in September 1911. Among the 
players were four who had never played football and others had not played for many years, however, the EECC team 
included RK McKail (League -North Adelaide), AK Schedlich (League- South Adelaide), JD Yeatman (probably D 
Yeatman – Amateur League - Glenferrie) and TF Flaherty (Amateur League- St Francis Xavier) and EECC won the 
match easily.  
 

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912) - 5 September 1911 

 
  



 

North Adelaide Football Club  
 

 
 
Pep played League football in for North Adelaide from 1908 - 1913 seasons. He played 64 league games (see 

https://nafc.com.au/history/player?playerId=0866c43f-212e-4f5b-9516-93f5c28f5365 for more details). 

 

In his second season with North, Pep was awarded the club medal for best follower. He was elected Vice-Captain of 

the team for both the 1912 and 1913 seasons. When the 1913 Captain (B Leahy) broke his leg in May 1913, Pep was 

elected Captain for the remainder of the season and took the team to the grand Final where they were defeated by 

Port Adelaide. 

 
"NORTH ADELAIDE." 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 29 May 1909 

 

RG McKail - Back Row – Third from Left 

In June 1910, Pep joined the team on a tour to Sydney where they played a match against a New South Wales 

League team and another against Sydney.  

https://nafc.com.au/history/player?playerId=0866c43f-212e-4f5b-9516-93f5c28f5365


 

North Adelaide Football Club 
SYDNEY, JUNE 1910 

 
RG McKail – Third Row – Fourth from left 

Back row: W. Conway, G. Rager, J. McNamara, J. Burke, H. Brideoake, J. Burke, J. Dwyer, W. Harris, J. Bennett, J. Lawry, S. Sharp, A. Rosser, W. 
Tuckey 

Third row:E. Johns snr, R. Burton, H. Pash, R. McKail, K. Steele, P. Russell, V. Leahy, A. Sugg, A. Ewers, F. Allen, F. Lewis 
Second row: J. Turnbull, A. Daly, A. Klose, C. Drew, B. Lamprell (manager), B. Leahy (captain), C. Nitschke (patron), T. Leahy, S. Williams, C. 

Tuckey, H. Williams, G. Carty 
Front row: N. Pash, D. O’Brien, M. Stevenson, F. LeMessurier, D. Nicholls, E. Jones 

 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 12 June 1912 

 

At the end of the 1912 season Pep joined the team on a visit to Broken Hill where they played against a team from 

the Barrier Ranges Association. The team also visited the mines and were entertained at an ice skating rink. The full 

team photo appeared in The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) on the 28th September 1912, 

however the picture is quite dark so only the likeness of Pep is below. 
 

 

RG McKail 



 

 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 12 May 1913          Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 12 June 1912 

           

In December 1913 at a smoke social given by the North Adelaide Football Club the years trophies were presented 

and a number of gifts presented including a travel bag given to Pep for efficient service.  

North Adelaide Football Club 

1913 - RUNNERS-UP 

 

RG McKail (Captain) – Second Row – Seventh from Left 

Back row: W. Avery, J. Bruce (trainer), B. Moss (committee), J. Burke (trainer), G. Trescowthick, S. Seccombe, D. Cole, 
J. McNamara (trainer), S. Sharp (assist.secretary), T. Catlow, S. Hine (trainer) 

Third row: A. Rosser (timekeeper), D. Gay (trainer), C. Tuckey, S. Wallis, J. Wainwright, R. Nixon, B. Lamprell 
(hon.secretary), T. Leahy (committee), A. Sandery, H. Teague, G. Pratten, A. Roberts (committee), T. Hodges (trainer) 

Second row: F. Lewis (trainer), B. Leahy, A. Klose, C. Nitschke (patron), A. LeMessurier (vice-captain), C. Jessop 
(president), R. McKail (captain), J. Bennett (hon.treasurer), P. Lewis, W. Harris (committee), R. Burton (trainer), 

Front row: K. Threadgold, D. O’Brien, F. LeMessurier, E. Johns (committee), L. Thomas - absent 
 

Other Sporting Activities 

Cricket 

Pep played B Grade cricket in the South Australian Cricket Association for North Adelaide (now Prospect) in 1908/09, 

1909/10 and finally the 1910/11 season.   

Pep made a total of 93 runs in the 1910/11 season from 9 innings with a high score of 31 not out, he also played a 

minor role as a bowler taking 1 for 15. 

 



 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 5 May 1911 

\  

Pep also played cricket against a country team selected by Mr Frank McArdle, of Balaklava in March 1910.  

The Areas' Express (Booyoolee, SA : 1877 - 1948) - 11 March 1910 

 

 

Even though he was enrolled for several years from 1911 and after completing the 1910/11 season with North 

Adelaide, he did not ever play cricket with Adelaide University. It appears as a Forestry student that his summer 

vacations may possibly have been spent in the South East of the State at the Mt Burr plantations where he would 

gain practical experience. He did however play cricket for several seasons (1913/14 and 1914/15) for Millicent in the 

South East of South Australia. 

During the winter months he was back in Adelaide playing football again with North Adelaide. 

  



 

Boxing 

In November 1909 Pep was involved in a demonstration of boxing by Mr Frank Charlton’s School of Arms.  

 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 1 November 1909 

 



 

Old Scholars Football 

Pep represented St Peter’s Old Scholars in six consecutive football matches against PAC Old Scholars from July 1908 

to July 1913.  

St Peter’s Old Scholars Team 

Critic (Adelaide, SA : 1897-1924) 23 July 1913: 

 

RG McKail – Front Row of Players– Third from Left 

 

Old Scholars Cricket 

 

Pep played in the 1908 and 1911 St Peter’s Cricket matches playing for Old Scholars against the present boys.  

 

Tennis 

 

In March 1911 Pep competed in the Men’s Doubles Handicap Class II at the annual South Australian Lawn Tennis 

tournament.  

 

  



 

University 
 

Pep commenced studying at the University of Adelaide In 1911. Pep, Alfred Leslie Pinches and Alfred Carl Schedlich 

were the first three students to enrol in a Forestry degree. He completed subjects at the University and at the School 

of Mines. In his first year he won prizes for both Botany and Forestry.  

 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 29 November 1911 

 

 

Adelaide University Student Card for RG McKail 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Pep completed the subjects toward his degree in 1913 and in March 1914 he also passed the Senior Examination in 

French. When his degree was conferred in a special ceremony in May 1914 he was the first student admitted to a 

degree in forestry in Australia. 

 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 14 May 1914 

 

  



 

University Sport 
 
Football 

 

Pep was a member of the 1912 Adelaide University Intervarsity side who lost to Melbourne University at University 

Oval Adelaide in August that year. Pep was one of the best South Australian players in the match and he scored two 

goals (see below). 

 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 13 August 1912 

 



 

Pep continued to play league football for North Adelaide while a student at Adelaide University however after 

graduation he moved to Millicent to commence his career and had to retire from league football.  

 

In late July 1915, Pep travelled to Adelaide to enlist for World War I. It is possible that Pep played one game for the 

Adelaide University Football Club in the Amateur League on Saturday 31st July 1915, as he was listed among the 21 

players available for the match.  

 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 31 July 1915 

 

 

Boat 

 

Pep was a member of the Adelaide University Boat Club from 1911. He competed in the Henley-on Torrens carnival 

in December 1911. He was stroke for the Science (Forestry) boat at the University Schools Races in July 1913. 

 

Forestry Career 

 

On completing his studies, Pep became the Assistant Forester with the Woods and Forest Department at the Mount 

Burr Forest Reserve near Millicent.  

 

Through sport, Pep quickly became a member of the Millicent community. He played cricket for Millicent from 

January 1914 and became Secretary of the Millicent Cricket Club by November 1914. Pep spoke on behalf of the Club 

when they farewelled their captain Mr ML Gurr when he enlisted in March 1915. 

 

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 27 January 1914 

 

In the winter of 1914 Pep played football for the Millicent Warriors assisting the team in winning its first premiership 

in the Drainage Area Football Association competition.  



 

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 16 October 1914 

 

In addition to football and cricket, Pep was a member of the Millicent Tennis Club and he competed in the men’s 

handicap singles in March 1915 and won his semi-finals match but lost the final to Mr WS Hobart.  

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) -9 March 1915 

 

Pep was a member of the Millicent Caledonian Society's and he competed in the handicap Hurdles, 130 yards, at the 
Society's Highland Gathering which was held on Easter Monday, April 5, 1915. He was also an active member of the 
Millicent Rifle Club.  
 



 

Pep’s forest diary is held by the University of Adelaide library (MSS 634.9 M153 see  
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/special/mss/mckail/) 

 

World War I 

Pep and Peter Sutherland left Millicent on the 2nd July 1915 to proceed to Adelaide to enlist.  

 

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 2 July 1915 

 

 

Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA : 1861 - 1954) - 7 July 1915 

 
 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/special/mss/mckail/


 

Pep commenced the enlistment process on the 9th July and enlisted on the 13th July 1915 with Service Number 4174. 

He was 25 years and 4 months old, 5 foot 9½ inches tall and weighed 159 lbs. Pep had a dark complexion, brown 

eyes and black hair. His mother was listed as his Next-of-kin.  

 

From the 21st July 1915 to 31 August 1915 Pep attended Non Commissioned Officers School. He was appointed a 

Private in the 32nd Battalion from the 1st September to the 15th October 1915 then an acting Sergeant from 16th 

November 1915 with the 13th reinforcement of the 16th Battalion. 

 

The North Adelaide Football Club held a smoke social at the North Adelaide Institute on the 29th September 1915 to 

honour Pep and other A and B grade players who were about to go into camp.  

 

 
 



 

On the 23rd October 1915 Pep was present when the “Gawler Races” were held at Victoria Park due to the 

requirements of martial law. 

 

Pep returned to Millicent on the 8th to 14th December 1915 to spend some of his final leave with friends. He also 

spent some time at Pt Elliot, returning to Adelaide on the 4th January 1916. 

 

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954)  - 10 December 1915 

 

 

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 14 December 1915 

 

 

  



 

 

RG McKail 

 

Pep embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A30 Borda on 11th January 1916 and arrived at 

Zeitoun, Egypt and reverted to the rank of Private when taken on the strength of the 48th Battalion. 

 

On 9th March 1916 he was made an acting Corporal and on the same dates an acting Sergeant. He left Alexandria, 

Egypt on the 2nd June 1916 and disembarked at Marseilles, France on the 9th June 1916. 

 

On the 22nd August 1916 a rumour spread around Millicent that Pep had been killed in action, on that same day a 

undated letter from Pep was printed in the ‘The South Eastern Times’ (Millicent, SA : 1906 – 1954) . The letter details 

Pep’s experiences travelling through France and his time in Egypt. 

 

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 29 August 1916 

 

 

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) 2 September 1916 

 



 

Pep’s letter (see below) may have been one of the last he wrote as despite the hopes and reports that Pep was at 

the front and well, Pep had been killed in action on the 6th August 1916. 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Death 
 

Sadly for Pep’s family the rumours of his passing were correct. Ronald George “Pep” McKail was killed in action on 

the 6th August 1916 at Pozieres, Somme Sector, France. “He led B. Company of the 48th Battalion to the trenches in 
the vicinity of windmill Pozieres 6th August 1916, he gained his objective and then had his leg blown off nearly at the 
thigh and in this condition for 2 hours maintained command of his men cheerfully ignoring his dreadful wound, he 
cheered up his wounded and dying.”  
 
A letter received in Adelaide on the 1st January 1917 gives an account that Pep was wounded in the calf but had the 
wound bound and continued fighting but he was shot in the leg again and succumbed to his wounds the next 
morning.  
Pep has no known grave and is commemorated at the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, France. He left an estate values 

at £1,360.  



 

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 2 January 1917 

 

 
 

"LATE SGT. R. G. McKAIL." 

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) - 8 September 1916 

 



 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 9 September 1916 

 

  



 

"WOODS AND FORESTS DEPARTMENT SUFFERS A LOSS." 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - -11 September 1916 

 

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 12 September 1916 

 



 

"TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT McKAIL." 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 13 September 1916 

 

 



 

The South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 - 1954) - 15 September 191 

 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) - 4 November 1916 

  



 

Letter to the University of Adelaide detailing RG McKail’s Life and Service 

 

 

  



 

Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, France 

 

Panel at Villers-Bretonneux Memorial including RG KcKail’s Name 

 

 



 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1650076/ 

 

 

For the first anniversary of Pep’s death a notice of remembrance appeared in the Adelaide paper ‘The Journal’, 

inserted by Sergeant WP Russell, AIF, France. 

 

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) - 4 August 1917 

 

 

It is likely that WP Russell was Company Sergeant Major, William Paterson Russell of South Australia and the 48th 

Battalion who tragically was killed in action on the 12 October 1917 and is buried at the Passchendaele, New British 

Cemetery, Belgium. 

 

For many years the North Adelaide Football Club awarded the “RG McKail Memorial Trophy” to the clubs best junior 

and at the Centenary of ANZAC Pep was remembered in the tribute (below). 

 

 

“RG McKail Memorial Trophy”  

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1650076/


 

North Adelaide Football Club 
Centenary of ANZAC – Tribute to RG McKail 

 
 



 

Other Family Details 

 

Pep’s brother John Cecil McKail enlisted on the 8th January 1916 and departed from Adelaide on the 12th August 

1916, a mere six days after Pep’s death. It is probable that John did not hear of his brother’s death until he arrived in 

the United Kingdom. 

 

John initially served in his brother’s old battalion and later transferred to the 4th Field Company Engineers. He was 

wounded in action in France on the 23rd September 1917. (see further details below).  

 

 
 

Pep’s sister Cecily married Captain Reginald Blockley Lucas at West Hampstead, London, England on the 3rd April 

1916. 

 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 13 May 1916 

 
 

Captain Lucas was a doctor in the RAMC and he was reported missing at the front in a big offensive on the Somme in 

June 1916. Pep’s mother travelled to the UK in October 1916 to be with her daughter. Captain Lucas was later 

declared to have died on the 3rd July 1916 and he is commemorated at the Thiepval Memorial, Thiepval, 

Departement de la Somme, Picardie, France. 
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