
 

 
 

Lt. Arthur Limb 
MID 

† 
7th May 1920 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Cricket Club: 1912/13 B Grade, 1913/14 – 1915/16   A Grade 

Football Club: 1913 - 1914   A Grade 

Double Blue (Football 1913, Cricket 1915) 

School Teacher / Arts Student  



 

 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who served 

in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on hold their 

academic, professional and sporting careers for King and Country in 

the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial 

Committee is endeavouring to identify every one of our players who 

served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their 

sacrifices and further contributions to society will be recognised by 

future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket bearing a 

plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Arthur Limb.  It is 

compilation of information and photographs collected from a 

variety of historical sources. 

 

 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 



 

 
The AIF Project 
 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=176690 

 

Arthur LIMB 
 

Regimental number 5249 

Date of birth --/02/1893 

Place of birth Gawler South Australia 

Religion Methodist 

Occupation School teacher 

Address Gawler, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 22 

Next of kin Father, J Limb, Finniss Street, Gawler, South Australia 

Enlistment date 10 November 1915 

Rank on enlistment Private 

Unit name 10th Battalion, 16th Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/27/4 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A9 Shropshire 

on 25 March 1916 

Regimental number from Nominal Roll Commissioned 

Rank from Nominal Roll Lieutenant 

Unit from Nominal Roll 10th Battalion 

Promotions 2nd Lieutenant 
Unit: 10th Battalion 

Promotion date: 31 May 1917  

 
Lieutenant 
Unit: 10th Battalion 

Promotion date: 4 September 1917  

  

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=176690


 

Recommendations (Medals and Awards) Mention in Despatches 
Awarded, and promulgated, 'London Gazette' No. 30706 (28 May 1918); 

'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 165 (24 October 1918). 

Recommendation date: 8 March 1918  

 
Military Cross 
Recommendation date: 13 July 1918  

 
Mention in Despatches 
Awarded, and promulgated, 'London Gazette' No. 31089, 31 December 

1918; 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 61, 23 May 1919. 

Recommendation date: 25 September 1918  

 

Fate Returned to Australia 20 May 1919 

Age at death from cemetery records 27 

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 

  Australian War Memorial 

59 

Miscellaneous information from 

  cemetery records 

Son of John LIMB, Gawler, South Australia 

Other details War service: Western Front 
Medals: British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Date of death 7 May 1920 

Place of burial Willaston Cemetery, Gawler, South Australia 

 

 

 

  



 

Service Record 
 
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8203372 

 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8203372


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

RSL Virtual War Memorial 
 
Arthur Limb was a promising teacher and football player for Sturt Football Club on the outbreak of war. 
 
He has left a remarkable legacy in the form of his diary, which has been published by the 10th Battalion AIF 
Association as a compendium volume along with the Battalion History "The Fighting Tenth" by Cecil Locke.  Copies 
are available by inquiry through RSL-SA State Branch via Mr Keith Harrison.  
 
"...Lieutenant Arthur Limb, 10th Battalion from Gawler, South Australia who was Mentioned in Despatches on two 

separate occasions. A 22 year old school teacher before enlisting on 10 November 1915, he embarked for overseas 

on 25 March 1916 with the 16th Reinforcements from Adelaide with the service number of 5249 and the rank of 

Acting Sergeant for the voyage aboard HMAT Shropshire. He reverted to Private on arrival overseas but was then 

promoted to Lance Corporal on 24 October 1916, to Second Lieutenant on 31 May 1917 and to Lieutenant on 4 

September 1917. After serving in France with the 10th Battalion, he returned to Australia on 29 June 1919 and 

then died on 7 May 1920 while on leave at his home in Gawler. Lt Limb is buried in the Willaston General 

Cemetery, South Australia."  

 SOURCE (www.awm.gov.au) 

 
 
"DEATH OF ARTHUR LIMB. BRILLIANT FORWARD'S END. 
 
The sad news of the death of Arthur Limb, Sturt's great forward in 1915, was received in Adelaide this morning. At 

the close of the first premiership year of the two-blues, Limb donned khaki and served his country gallantly in 

France, gaining the commission of lieutenant. Towards the end of last football season Limb arrived home, and 

when he left England, so well in health and condition was he that he wrote to his old club stating that he hoped to 

be back in time to help the team in the final games of the season. On the voyage out however, Limb contracted a 

severe cold, which developed tubercular trouble, and instead of entering the football field as he had so fondly 

hoped he went to Bedford Park for treatment. Recently he returned to his home at Gawler, apparently improved in 

health, but a serious change which occurred on Friday night resulted in his death a few hours later. The deceased 

was a brother of Bert and Allan Limb, also well known Sturt players years ago. By the death of Arthur Limb, Sturt 

has lost a valued and popular clubmate and the football world a sterling and honest player."  

From the Adelaide Mail 08 May 1920 (nla.gov.au) 

 

Biography 
 
Early Life 
 
Arthur Limb was born on the 27th July 1893, the son of John Limb and Mary Ann Allen. Arthur was the youngest of 
the couple’s fifteen children and their sixth son. Arthur was known as Ack within his family. 
 
His siblings were Amelia Elizabeth (b 1872), Eliza Jane (b 1872), Annie Ethel (b 1873), John (b 1875), Marian (b 1877), 
Sarah (b 1879, d 1880), George (b 1880), Samuel Parker (b 1882, Hannah (b 1883), Dorothy (b 1885, d 1886), Allen (b 
1886), Nellie (b 1888), Herbert (b 1889) and May Beatrice (b 1891). 
 
Arthur’s father had come to Australia from Chesterfield, England in 1849 and he arrived in Gawler on the 17th April 
1864. He was apprenticed to the blacksmithing trade and entered the form of James Martin & Co as an employee. 
He was later appointed foreman of the blacksmithing department and then foreman of the boiler makers and 
smiths. He finished his active labours as chief storekeeper of the firm. He was active at the Tod Street Methodist 
Church and Sunday School at Gawler and had over 50 years association with the choir.  
 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P00515.001/
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article63849877


 

1896 

 

Arthur Limb – aged three years 

 

 

Arthur and Allen Limb in Uniforms 

(undated family photograph) 



 

 
Schooling 
 
Arthur attended the Gawler Public School from at least 1899. He passed all the subjects in the Junior Class in 1900 
and in the First Class in 1901. In 1906 he was awarded the Dux Medal jointly with Mildred Sheard. 
 
From 1907 Arthur attended the Gawler Continuation School where he passed the Primary Examinations (English 
History, Latin, Algebra and Geometry) in October that year. In January 1908 Arthur passed the Pupil Teacher 
Entrance Examinations and in March 1908 he was appointed an unpaid monitor at Gawler and in July 1908 he was 
appointed a monitor at Gawler.  
 
Arthur passed two subjects in the Junior Examinations (Latin and Arithmetic) in December 1908 and in January 1909 

he passed the examination in drawing, music and needlework required by the regulations of the Education 

Department. He also passed Education Department Arts Examinations in First Grade Plane Geometry in June 1909 

and Intermediate Solid Geometry in December 1909. 

 

In the Senior Examinations of December 1909 Arthur passed three subjects (Arithmetic and Algebra, Geometry and 

Trigonometry) and in the same year he also passed Junior Examinations in Geometry and Inorganic Chemistry. 

 

Arthur contributed six pence to the King Edward Memorial Fund in June 1910. By December 1910 Arthur was 

performing at public events in a quartet with his brother SP Limb and two others. 

 

He passed two further Senior Examinations (English Literature and Modern History) in December 1910 and in 

December 1911 (now attending Adelaide High School - formerly the Pupil Teachers' School) he passed the Senior 

Examination in Latin and the Junior Examination in Geography along with Second Grade Model Drawing in the 

Education Department Arts Examinations. 

While at Adelaide High School, Arthur was a member of the first eighteen football team and in 1911 he was Captain 

of the first eleven cricket team. 
 

1911 Adelaide High School Football 

 



 

Arthur Limb – Back Row - Third from Left 

1911 Adelaide High School Cricket 

 

Arthur Limb (Captain) – Middle Row – Second from Right 

Early Career 

 

After a year at Adelaide High School Arthur returned to Gawler where he was a provisional teacher at the Gawler 

Public School. He taught the ‘second girls’ class which numbered 48 students. 

 

He played cricket for Gawler Lyrics in the Gawler Cricket Association in the 1911/12 and 1912/13 seasons, scoring 

140 in a match against Gawler Unions in December 1912.  

 

"CRICKET." The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 3 December 1912 

 

 
 

 



 

 

"Cricket." Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954) - 23 February 1912 

 

 
 

In the winter of 1912 Arthur played football for Gawler Central in the Gawler Football Association competition. He 

was best on ground in Centrals final match of the season, a match they lost to South Gawler.  

 

In January 1913 Arthur represented the Gawler Association in cricket matches against the North Eastern Association 

and against Nuriootpa. In the match against Nuriootpa Arthur ‘compiled 76 in very capable fashion’. His brother 

Allen represented Nuriootpa in the match. 

 

 



 

In addition to his sporting activities, Arthur continued to sing in a quartet or solo at Gawler. He continued to study 

and passed the Senior Examination in Inorganic Chemistry in 1912. 

 

University 
 
In 1913 and 1914 Arthur attended the Teachers’ Training College (prior to 1913 the University Training College). He 

passed Intermediate Freehand in the Education Department examinations in May 1913. The more promising "junior  

teachers" chosen to attend the Training College who had potential to be High School teachers were able to access to 

a limited number of Adelaide University subjects and Arthur passed  Education and English Language and Literature 

in the November 1913 examinations. He also passed Second Grade Freehand in the Education Department 

examinations in December 1913. In the University examinations of December 1914 he passed History of the United 

Kingdom and Elementary Botany. 

 

University Sport 
 
Football 

 

Arthur played football for the Adelaide University Football Club in the Amateur League in 1913 and 1914. In June 

1913 he one of six  Adelaide University players chosen in a combined Amateur League team to play a match against a 

team from the Gawler Football Association. 

 

"THE SPORTING SECTION." The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) - 20 June 1913 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article200878648 

 
 

 

He was a member of the 1913 Intervarsity team and was awarded a Blue for Football that year. 

 

In June 1914, he scored five goals in an Amateur league match against Prince Alfred College.  

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article200878648


 

Arthur was member of the Adelaide team which won the 1914 Intervarsity match against Melbourne University. In 

both the photograph below and in University Blue’s records, Arthur is recorded as AH Limb  

 

1914 Adelaide University Intervarsity Team 

 

Arthur Limb – Back Row of Players – Fifth from Left 

 

Arthur Limb 

 

Cricket 

 

Arthur commenced playing cricket for the Adelaide University Cricket Club in the B Grade in the second half of the 

1912/13 season. He batted three times compiling 52 runs and had a top score of 24. 

 

Having played most of the 1912/13 cricket season for Lyrics, in March 1913, Arthur represented the Gawler 

Association in a cricket match against the Adelaide University Cricket Club.  



 

"Cricket." Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954) 28 March 1913 

 

 
 

 

In the 1913/14 to 1915/16 seasons Arthur played in the A Grade. In a notable match, he made 35 not out in 

University’s first innings score of 172 in a match against Sturt in November 1913. Sturt had made 120 for their first 

innings but batting with only nine men on a soft wicket in the second innings they were all out for eight runs giving 

University an outright victory.  This is the lowest score ever recorded in SACA A Grade District Cricket. 

 

  



 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 27 November 1913 

 

 
 

In April 1914, Arthur played for University in a match against the Gawler Cricket Association team, scoring 54 not 

out.  

 

"CRICKET." Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954) - 17 April 1914 

 

 

 

Arthur also represented University in a match against Northern Teams (a combined rural team from towns such as 

Peterborough, Terowie and Clare) in April 1914. 

 

In the 1913/14 Season Arthur scored 238 runs at an average of 23.8 runs from 11 innings 



 

 
 

Arthur was gaining a reputation as a hard hitter and during the 1914/15 season Arthur scored 45 runs in 35 minutes 

in a match against East Torrens.  

 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 21 January 1915 

 

 



 

In a match in January 1915 against the strong East Torrens team Arthur had a very good match top scoring with 45 in 

University's 1st Innings and making 64 in the 2nd innings.  The East Torrens attack included State and Australian fast 

bowler Bill Whitty. Arthur had been an occasional bowler but had taken over the role of wicket keeper from John 

Blacket during the 1914/15 season. In the East Torrens 1st Innings he took a catch and made two stumpings. 

 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) - 23 January 1915 

 

            
 

Coincidentally his older brother Allen was also an A Grade cricketer and was a wicketkeeper for Port Adelaide. 

 

 

Arthur batted 13 times in the 1914/15 season, scoring 207 runs and had a high score of 64 and an average of 15.9. 

 



 

"CRICKET SEASON CLOSED." 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 3 April 1915 

 
 

 

Arthur was awarded a Blue for cricket in 1915 making him a Double Blue.  

 

By the commencement of the 1915/16 season Arthur had enlisted. In the match against North Adelaide in late 

October 1915 Arthur scored 24 runs and as wicketkeeper he affected two stumpings 

 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) - 30 October 1915 

 

 



 

Although Arthur did not embark until late March 1916, he appears to have played his last match for University in 

January 1916 against West Torrens. It should be noted that in the newspapers in the 1915/16 season, Arthur was 

sometimes names as A.C. Limb. No official statistics for the 1915/16 season were issued due to the impacts of WWI.  

 

Career 

 

In December 1914, Arthur was appointed an assistant teacher at Gawler and he was soon coaching the fourth and 

fifth class boys at cricket.  

 

"GAWLER CORPORATION." Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954) - 19 February 1915 

 

 
 

Then from the 1st April 1915 Arthur was appointed an assistant teacher at the Sturt Street School. His appointment 

was maintained during his War Service and while ill after his return. 

 

Arthur’s Teaching Record 

 



 

The move to teach at Sturt Street allowed Arthur to play football for Sturt in the South Australian Football League in 

the 1915 season. The club had a most successful season winning the Premiership and Arthur was awarded the Gold 

Medal for ‘Most Gentlemanly Player’ of the season (the club’s best and fairest award).  

 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) - 17 April 1915 

 

 

 

Sturt Football Club - Premiership Team: 1915 

 

Arthur Limb - Back Row -Third from right 

 



 

1915 

 

Arthur Limb 

(from Sturt Football Club Premiership photograph) 

 

 

Extract from Sturt Football Club History Reference 

(Acknowledgement: Renee Potts, Sturt Football Club and David Bartlett) 

 

  



 

 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 24 December 1915 

 

 

 

World War I 
 

On the 10th October 1915, aged 22 years and three months, Arthur enlisted with service number of 5249. He was 6 

foot tall and weighed 147 lbs with a fair complexion, grey eyes and light brown hair. Arthur’s father, John Limb, of 

Finniss Street, Gawler was his next-of-kin. Arthur had been a volunteer Cadet for four years. He attended NCO 

School at the Mitcham Camp and was appointed a V.O. (Voyage Only) Sergeant on the 16th March 1916. 

 

1916 

 

Arthur Limb 

 

Arthur, his brother Allen and Syd Coombe were given a farewell at Gawler in later January 1916 and at the end of 

March 1916 Arthur made a visit to the Gawler High School.  

 

 



 

"SOLDIERS' FAREWELLS" Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 28 January 1916 

 

 

 

Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954) - 24 March 1916 

 

 
 

 

Studio portrait of Lieutenant (Lt) Arthur Limb 



 

Arthur embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A9 Shropshire as a V.O. (Voyage Only) Sergeant on 

25th March 1916 with the 16th reinforcement of the 10th Battalion. He arrived in the United Kingdom on the 24th April 

1916 and reverted to the rank of Private but on the same day he was appointed an E.D.P. (Extra Duty Pay) Sergeant. 

In England he trained at Parham Downs before proceeding overseas to France on the 14th August 1916. He reverted 

to the rank of Private on joining his unit. 

 

Arthur was briefly in hospital with influenza ‘in the field’ shortly after joining the 10th Battalion but rejoined the unit 

on the 3rd September 1916. By 24th October 1916 Arthur had been appointed a Lance Corporal ‘in the field’ and was 

appointed to the role on the 25th November 1916. 

 

On the 6th February 1917 Arthur left France and proceeded to Cadet School at Oxford, England. On the 31st May 1917 

he was appointed to the rank of Second Lieutenant in the 10th Battalion. On the 25th August 1917 he left Tidworth, 

UK and proceeded to Havre, France. 

 

Arthur was promoted to Lieutenant on the 4th September 1917. Arthur’s brother Allen also received a commission in 

the 48th Battalion as mentioned below. 

 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) - 6 October 1917 

 

 

Arthur was on leave in the United Kingdom from the 12-19th November 1917. 

 
Arthur received the award ‘Mention in Despatches’ for a recommendation dated 8th March 1918 (Awarded, and 
promulgated, 'London Gazette' No. 30706 (28 May 1918); 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 165 (24 October 1918).  

 

Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954) 9 August 1918 

 

 
 



 

10th Battalion Transport Officers in Neuve Eglise, Belgium 

 
Lt Arthur Limb, Transport Officer - Centre row - Seventh from left 

 
On the 13th July 1918 Arthur was recommended for the Military Cross however he did not receive the award. 
 
“In an operation against enemy positions near HERRIS on June 28th 1918, Lieut. LIMB as transport officer by his skilful 
leadership and utter disregard of personal safety got his transport forward to the old German Lines –a point within 
300 yards of the present German posts – under very heavy shell fire, notwithstanding casualties to mule leaders and 
mules. His work was of the utmost value, for by getting every load of ammunition and rations forward to the newly 
captured posts he saved carrying parties of at least 80 men at a time when every available man was needed.” 
 
Another copy of this recommendation goes on to say “I cannot speak too highly of this officer’s constantly 
demonstrated personal courage”. 
 

 



 

From 10-26th August 1918 Arthur was in the 3rd London Hospital at Codford suffering from ‘sycosis barbae’ (a type of 

folliculitis affecting the beard area due to infection with the bacteria Staphylococcus aureus). 

 

Arthur was recommended for the award ‘Mention in Despatches” for a second time on the 25th September 1918 
(Awarded, and promulgated, 'London Gazette' No. 31089, 31 December 1918; 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 61, 23 
May 1919). 
 

 
 

On the 21st November 1918 Arthur was temporarily attached to the Australian War Records Section. He proceeded 

overseas again on the 5th February 1919 and returned to England from Havre, France on the 4th April 1919. He 

remained in the UK in the Overseas Training Brigade. While still in the UK he played in the Australian Divisional 

Championship which was won by the 9th and 10th Battalions team.  

Informal portrait of the Australian Rules Football Team of the 9th and 10th Battalions, winners of the 
Australian Divisional Championship for 1919. 

27 February 1919 

Arthur Limb – Middle Row – Third from Left 



 

THE FIGHTING TENTH 

Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954) 6 June 1919 

 

 



 

http://www.unlockthepast.com.au/content/history-10th-battalion-aif 

 

 

Arthur returned to Australia onboard the ‘Nestor’ which departed from the UK on the 20th May 1919 and arrived in 

Australia on the 29th June 1919. Prior to his return to Australia Arthur had written to the secretary of the Sturt 

Football Club stating that he was in “good health and condition” and that he hoped to play in the 1919 football 

season. However on the journey home Arthur caught a cold which turned into acute bronchitis. 

 

 

http://www.unlockthepast.com.au/content/history-10th-battalion-aif


 

Arthur’s brother, Allen, had gained a commission during the war and was a Lieutenant with the 48th Battalion. He 

served in Egypt, France and England and was ‘Mentioned in Despatches”. He did not return to Australia until April 

1920. 

 

 

 

Post World War I 
 

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 6 June 1919 

 

 

 

An article in the ‘Bunyip’, the local Gawler newspaper on the 28th May 1920 states that Arthur was carried off the 

‘Nestor’ on a stretcher and he spent from June to December in the Bedford Park Sanatorium.   

 

The book “True Blue, The history of the Sturt Football Club”, by John Lysikatos states at page 63 that Arthur did train 

for the first time since 1915 in July 1919 and may have played in the match against Norwood on the 12th July 1919 

had Golding not recovered from a sprained ankle. Arthur Limb was said to be in the grandstand at Unley Oval for the 

match.  

 

Arthur’s service record shows that he was diagnosed with pulmonary tuberculosis and a note dated 7th July 1919 

stated that he was to be transferred to the Bedford Park Sanatorium (now the site of Flinders University). 

 

 



 

Bedford Park Sanatorium, Adelaide SA 

 

Arthur Limb convalescing at Bedford Park Sanatorium, Adelaide SA 

In late January 1920 Arthur wrote, from his parent’s address, to the Defence Department, querying why he had 

received letters to Lieut. A Limb, M.C.. The Defence Department later confirmed that the letters had been addressed 

in error and that Arthur had not been awarded the Military Cross. 

 
On the 9th February 1920 Arthur returned to Bedford Park Sanatorium for further treatment.  
 

 

"SEASON'S FOOTBALL PROSPECTS" 

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) 24 April 1920 

 

 

 

  



 

Death 
 
Arthur was on leave from Bedford Park Sanatorium and staying with his family at Finniss St, Gawler when he 

haemorrhaged and died on the 7th May 1920. Aged 26 years. 

 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 10 May 1920 

 

 

 

"DEATH OF ARTHUR LIMB." 

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) - 8 May 1920 

 

 

  



 

Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954) - 28 May 1920 

 

 

Arthur was buried at the Willaston Cemetery, Gawler. He left an estate valued at £500. 

In October 1920 trees were planted at the Gawler Oval to honour Arthur Limb and others from the Gawler area who 

fell in the war. 



 

Willaston Cemetery, Gawler SA 

 

Headstone of Lieutenant Arthur 

 

  



 

Plaque in Tod St Methodist Church Gawler in memory of Arthur Limb 

 

 

Australian War Memorial 

 

 



 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee) 
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