
 

 
 

Capt. Charles William Hooper 

† 
25th July 1916 

 
 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club:  Intervarsity Football - 1904 

University v Combined Colleges - 1904 

BSc - 1904, Dip ME&M, Fellowship SASM&I - 1906 

Metallurgist/Assayer at the Wallaroo Smelters 

 



 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Charles 

William Hooper.  It is compilation of information and 

photographs collected from a variety of historical sources. 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

  



 

The AIF Project 
 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=142438 

 

 

Charles William HOOPER 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Assayer 

Address 71 Queen Street, Norwood, South Australia 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 31 

Next of kin Wife, Mrs Muriel Hooper, 71 Queen Street, Norwood, South Australia 

Enlistment date 22 April 1915 

Rank on enlistment Lieutenant 

Unit name 10th Battalion, 6th Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/27/2 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A30 Borda on 

23 June 1915 

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain 

Unit from Nominal Roll 10th Battalion 

Fate Killed in Action 25 July 1916 

Age at death from cemetery records 32 

Place of burial No known grave 

Commemoration details Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France 

Villers-Bretonneux is a village about 15 km east of Amiens. The Memorial stands 
on the high ground ('Hill 104') behind the Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, 
Fouilloy, which is about 2 km north of Villers-Bretonneux on the east side of the 
road to Fouilloy.  
The Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux is approached through 
the Military Cemetery, at the end of which is an open grass lawn which leads 
into a three-sided court. The two pavilions on the left and right are linked by the 
north and south walls to the back (east) wall, from which rises the focal point of 
the Memorial, a 105 foot tall tower, of fine ashlar. A staircase leads to an 
observation platform, 64 feet above the ground, from which further staircases 
lead to an observation room. This room contains a circular stone tablet with 
bronze pointers indicating the Somme villages whose names have become 
synonymous with battles of the Great War; other battle fields in France and 
Belgium in which Australians fought; and far beyond, Gallipoli and Canberra.  
On the three walls, which are faced with Portland stone, are the names of 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=142438
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF10REIN6


 

10,885 Australians who were killed in France and who have no known grave. 
The 'blocking course' above them bears the names of the Australian Battle 
Honours.  
After the war an appeal in Australia raised £22,700, of which £12,500 came 
from Victorian school children, with the request that the majority of the funds 
be used to build a new school in Villers-Bretonneux. The boys' school opened in 
May 1927, and contains an inscription stating that the school was the gift of 
Victorian schoolchildren, twelve hundred of whose fathers are buried in the 
Villers-Bretonneux cemetery, with the names of many more recorded on the 
Memorial. Villers-Bretonneux is now twinned with Robinvale, Victoria, which 
has in its main square a memorial to the links between the two towns.  

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 

  Australian War Memorial 

59 

Miscellaneous information from 

  cemetery records 

Parents: John and Elizabeth HOOPER; husband of Muriel HOOPER, 138 Grant 

Avenue, Toorak, South Australia. Also listed in Cemetery Details as buried 

Pozieres British Cemetery (Plot 38?, Row D, Grave No. 29), from I.W.G.C card. 

Checked with Lexie, War Graves and she has Villers as the burial. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Service Record 
 
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5833805 

 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5833805


 

 

 



 

Biography 
 
Early Life 
 
Charles William Hooper was born at Kenton Valley (near Gumeracha), South Australia on the 13th April 1884, the 
second son of John Hooper and Elizabeth (Bessie) Lillecrapp. 
 
His siblings were Mary (b 1878 - d 1959), Bessie (b 1878 - d 1968), Isabelle Brakenridge (b 1880 - d 1956), John (b 

1882 - d 1953), Alice (b 1883 - d 1943), Andrew (b 1885 - d 1956), Margaret (b 1885 - 1952), Samuel (b 1887 -  d 

1887), Samuel (b 1889 - d 1889), Alexander (b 1891 - d 1892) and David (b 1893 - d 1893). 

 

Charles’ father was a horse breeder at Gumeracha and later a storekeeper at Norwood.  
 

 



 

Schooling 
 

In September 1897 Charles was attending school at Norwood. He passed the Preliminary Examinations and in 

December 1897 he was awarded a three year state scholarship to attend one of the colleges. 

"SUCCESSFUL STATE SCHOLARS" 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 

31 December 1897 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209127406 

 

 

From 1898 to 1901 Charles attended Prince Alfred College, Adelaide where he passed four subjects in the Junior 

Public Examinations in 1898 (English, Latin, Mathematics and elementary chemistry), six subjects in the Senior Public 

Examinations in 1900 (English (credit), Latin, German, Pure Mathematics, Chemistry (credit) and Experimental 

Physics) and five subjects in the Higher Public Examinations in 1901 (Latin, German, Pure Mathematics, Physics and 

Inorganic Chemistry (credit)).  

Charles was a member of the PAC football team in 1901, playing in the Inter-collegiate match against St Peter’s 

College in June 1901.  

"THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL MATCH." 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 

28 June 1901 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209688283 

                   

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209127406
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209688283


 

 

 



 

 

C.W. Hooper (Front Row - Centre) 

Charles was on the Scholarship Examinations Honours List and in April 1902 he was awarded an Evening Scholarship 

at the University of Adelaide for 1902.  

 

University 

Charles commenced studying toward a Bachelor of Science at the University of Adelaide in 1902. 
 

University of Adelaide – Student Card 

 
 



 

Charles gained his Bachelor of Science degree in 1904. 
 
Charles was also undertaking subjects at the South Australian Institute of Mines and Industries, Including assaying 
and mechanical engineering. He was awarded a Diploma in Mining and Metallurgy (Mining with Second Class 
Honours (in absentia) in December 1906. 

 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 

5 December 1905 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article55652306 

 

 

Sport 

Football 

 

Charles represented the PAC Old Boys in a match against present players in 1902. 

 

He played four games of senior football with the Norwood Football Club in the South Australian Football Association 

competition in May 1903. 

 

 

 

In July 1904 Charles played in the intra-varsity schools football competition for the Art/Science Schools in matches 

against the Law School and the Medical School. He also competed in a match between University and a combined 

Colleges side. The games were used as trial/selection matches for the upcoming Intervarsity football match against 

Melbourne University.  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article55652306


 

"FOOTBALL." The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 

22 July 1904 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4990101 

 
 

"FOOTBALL." The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 

10 August 1904 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article208778055 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4990101
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article208778055


 

As a result of the matches Charles was selected as the reserve back for the 1904 Intervarsity (the first Intervarsity 

football match played between Adelaide University and Melbourne University).  

 

"UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL." The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 

24 August 1904 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article208779274 

 
 

Athletics 

 

Charles competed in the 1905 Adelaide University Sports coming third in the 440 yards obstacle race. 

 
Career and Family Life 
 
After completing his studies Charles commenced working in the mining industry. We are unsure where he worked in 

the early stages of his career. However on the 2nd July 1910, Charles married Muriel Lane, the youngest daughter of 

Phillip Lane (of Kooringa, near Burra, SA) and the couple left for their future home at Cobar, NSW. 

 

"Family Notices" The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 

22 July 1910 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5262412 

 

"Wedding Bells." Burra Record (SA : 1878 - 1954) 

13 July 1910 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article37486227 

 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article208779274
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5262412
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article37486227


 

By November 1911, Charles and Muriel had moved to Wallaroo, SA where Charles had secured a job in the assay 

office of the Wallaroo and Moonta Mining and Smelting Company. 

 

Charles played cricket for Wallaroo in November and December 1911. He was actively involved in the military forces 

from at least April 1912, becoming a provisional Lieutenant in the Senior Cadets at that date. In December 1912 he 

became a provisional second lieutenant in the Citizens Forces, 81st Infantry (Wakefield Battalion).  

 

Yorke's Peninsula Advertiser (SA : 1878 - 1922) 

12 September 1913: 2. Web. 7 Nov 2018 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article216020460 

 

 

 

In December 1913 ‘The Express and Telegraph’ newspaper reported that Charles had been awarded a Bachelor of 

Engineering ‘in lieu of surrender degree of bachelor of science’, however the University of Adelaide Calendar 

continued to show Charles as holding a B.Sc.. 

 

In March 1914 Charles was promoted to a lieutenant in the Citizens Forces and he was on the committee to organise 

the Military and Cadets Sports at Moonta in June 1914. 

 

Charles and Muriel’s only child, a son, Peter Lawrence (sometimes recorded as Laurence) Hooper was born at 

Wallaroo on the 6th March 1914.  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article216020460


 

 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 

14 March 1914 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58499857 

 

 

On the 29th August 1914, Charles was at Port Pirie with A and B Companies from Wallaroo and Moonta to relieve the 

Port Pirie Company who had been encamped since the 6th August 1914.  

 

World War I 
 
After a farewell from the staff of the Smelting Works, Charles left Wallaroo in April 1915. 

 

 
 

Charles was one of the Old PAC Boys entertained at a function in May 1915 and said he was proud to belong to the 

“Glorious 10th”. 

 

On the 17th May 1915 he applied for a commission in the Australian Imperial Forces. Charles was 31 years old, 5’8½” 

tall and weighed 10 stone.  

The Virtual War Memorial Australia records the following extract from Michael Coligan's Norwood Men Who 
Served, 2015. 
 
"Charles Hooper embarked from Adelaide aboard HMAT A30 Borda on June 23, 1915, with team-mates Leslie Bryant 
and Clifford Cope. He then embarked from HMTS Berrima on August 1, 1915, for the Dardenelles, Alexandria and 
was General Officer Commanding (GOC) 1st Australian Division at Gallipoli until September 4, which was then 
absorbed into the 6th Reinforcements/10th Battalion at Gallipoli until September 18, 1915. On March 27, 1916, he 
proceeded from Alexandria to join the BEF embarking on the Laseonis for France and disembarking at Marseilles on 
3 April. Charles Hooper was killed in action in the field near Poziers, France on July 25, 1916, and is buried between 
Poziers and Bazentin – Le Petit, about 5 miles north-east of Albert. His memorial cross is erected at Poziers British 
Cemetery." 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58499857


 

Charles had a camera with him for at least the first six months of his service overseas and his collection of 

photographs taken in Egypt, at Gallipoli and on Lemnos are now held by the State Library of South Australia (see 

https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/PRG+546/1-61). Some of the photographs are below.  

 

Men bathing, A.I.F. in canal, Egypt 

    

   Sphinx, Egypt     Lt. C.W. Hooper (10th Inf.), Cairo Zoo, Egypt 

 

He was in command of the 6th Reinforcements that joined the Battalion on Gallipoli on 4th August 1915. Charles 

fought at Gallipoli until he was evacuated in late 1915. 

 

https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/PRG+546/1-61


 

   

Lt. C.W. Hooper, Gallipoli 

       

Lt Charles William Hooper - Right 

Four officers of the 10th Battalion standing in the light of an opening made for a firing position in a fire trench at Silt Spur. 

Identified, left to right: Captain (Capt) Harold William Hastings Seager; Capt Clarence Rumball; Lieutenant (Lt) Alexander Henry MacDonald; 

Lt Charles William Hooper. 



 

Officers on Lemnos who were in 10th Battalion (taken on 1st December 1915) 

 

CW Hooper – Back Row – Fifth from Left 

Standing: Padre, McCann, Minnagall, Magenis, Hooper, Henwood, Armitage, Coffey, Hamilton, Loutit, Fowler, Moule, Leane, Doc. 

Sitting: Giles, Jacob, Beevor, Lorenzo, Redburg, Shaw. 

Lying: Campbell, Churchill Smith, Blackburn, Clarke, Wilton, Inglis, Harneman. 

 

Officers, "B" Coy. 10th Inf, Lemnos (taken on 2 December 1915) 

 

Standing: Henwood, Jacob, Hooper. 

Sitting: Coffey, Campbell 

 



 

Henwood, Hooper and Magenis (taken on 3 December 1915) 

 

Henwood, Hooper, Magenis 

By 1st December 1915 Charles was on Lenmos, a Greek Island in the Aegean Sea. From there he returned to Egypt. 

He was promoted to Captain on 12th March 1916 at Serapeum, Egypt. On the 27th March 1916 he was on a transport 

ship from Alexandrina, Egypt and he disembarked on the 3rd April 1916 at Marseilles, France. He then fought on the 

Somme. 

 
Death 
 
Charles was killed in action on 25th July 1917 at the Battle of Pozieres. His grave was finally lost due to battle and 

shell fire and his name is now recorded on the wall of the memorial at Villiers Bretonneux. 

 

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 

12 August 1916 

<http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article200883858> 

 



 

The Kadina and Wallaroo Times (SA : 1888 - 1954) 12 August 1916 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article109188777 

 

"THE AUSTRALIANS." 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 11 August 1916 

<http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60608023> 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article109188777


 

Prince Alfred College Chronicle 

 

 



 

Charles was survived by his widow Muriel and their two year old son Peter. He left an estate valued at £983. His 

personal effects were returned to Australia onboard the ‘Wiltshire’. 

 

 



 

 



 

Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, France 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Legacy 

 

Peter Laurence Hooper attended Prince Alfred College and then the University of Adelaide. He graduated with a 

Bachelor of Science in 1934. In 1935 he gained First Class Honours in Chemistry. Muriel and Peter moved to 

Melbourne in early 1936 and were residing at Chevron, St Kilda Road. 

 

Peter became a chemist and later a manager. He married Miss Margaret Deravin in March 1938. 

Muriel passed away in Melbourne, Victoria in 1948. Peter passed away in Melbourne, Victoria in 1989. 

 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee)  
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