
 

 
 

Capt. Louis Gordon Holmes 
† 

23rd June 1915 

 

Played with the Adelaide University 

 

Football Club: 1914 - A Grade & Intervarsity 

Double Blue (Boat 1913, Football 1914) 

Studying for Diploma in Commerce  



 

 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Louis Gordon 

Holmes.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 



 

The AIF Project 
 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=141661 

 

 

Louis Gordon HOLMES 

Date of birth 7 July 1892 

Place of birth Launceston, Tasmania 

Other Names HOLMES, Louis Gordon 

School Scotch College, Launceston, Tasmania; Wesley College, Melbourne, Victoria; 
Melbourne University, Victoria 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Student 

Address 24 Parade, Norwood, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 22 

Height 5' 8" 

Weight 175 lbs 

Next of kin Father, Dr L S Holmes, 24 Parade, Norwood, South Australia 

Previous military service Served for 6.5 years in the Cadets; served for 1.5 years in the Citizen Forces  

Enlistment date 19 August 1914 

Rank on enlistment Lieutenant 

Unit name 10th Battalion, F Company 

AWM Embarkation Roll 
number 

23/27/1 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board Transport A11 Ascanius on 
20 October 1914 

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain 

Unit from Nominal Roll 10th Battalion 

Fate Died of wounds 23 June 1915 

Date of death 23 June 1915 

Place of burial No known grave 

 

Commemoration details The Lone Pine Memorial (Panel 12), Gallipoli, Turkey 

The Lone Pine Memorial, situated in the Lone Pine Cemetery at Anzac, is the main 
Australian Memorial on Gallipoli, and one of four memorials to men of the New 
Zealand Expeditionary Force. Designed by Sir John Burnet, the principal architect of 
the Gallipoli cemeteries, it is a thick tapering pylon 14.3 metres high on a square 
base 12.98 metres wide. It is constructed from limestone mined at Ilgardere in 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=141661


 

Turkey.  

The Memorial commemorates the 3268 Australians and 456 New Zealanders who 
have no known grave and the 960 Australians and 252 New Zealanders who were 
buried at sea after evacuation through wounds or disease. The names of New 
Zealanders commemorated are inscribed on stone panels mounted on the south 
and north sides of the pylon, while those of the Australians are listed on a long wall 
of panels in front of the pylon and to either side. Names are arranged by unit and 
rank.  

The Memorial stands over the centre of the Turkish trenches and tunnels which 
were the scene of heavy fighting during the August offensive. Most cemeteries on 
Gallipoli contain relatively few marked graves, and the majority of Australians killed 
on Gallipoli are commemorated here.  

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 
  Australian War Memorial 

59 

Miscellaneous information from 
  cemetery records 

Commemorated in North Road Church of England Cemetery, Adelaide, South 
Australia. 

Other details War service: Egypt, Gallipoli 

Embarked Alexandria to join the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, Gallipoli, 2 
March 1915. 

Promoted captain, Gallipoli, 26 April 1915. 

Wounded in action, Gallipoli, 16 June 1915; died of wounds (gun shot wound, 
abdomen), Hospital Ship 'Gascon', 23 June 1915; buried at sea by Chaplain Lee 
Warner, 3 miles off Gaba Tepe, 24 June 1915. 

Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Sources NAA: B2455, HOLMES Louis Gordon 

 

 

 

Profiler’s Note: No evidence has been found to support the above statement the Louis attended Melbourne 
University. His Application for a Commission states that he gained his Matriculation from Melbourne University 
however this means that he passed the examinations conducted by the Melbourne University which would have 
allowed him to study at university level. 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Service Record 
 
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5822715 

 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5822715


 

 

 

 

 

 
LG Holmes 



 

Published Biography – “The Fighting 10th” 

 
 
Virtual War Memorial Australia  https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/75310 
 

 
HOLMES, Louis Gordon 
 
 
Extract from “The Fighting 10th”, Adelaide, Webb & Son, 1936 by C.B.L. Lock; supplied courtesy of the 10th Bn AIF 
Association Committee, April 2015.  
 
Born 7 July 1892 at Launceston, Tasmania. 
 
Only son of Dr Louis and Lucy Holmes of Norwood and Ballarat. 
 
He was educated at Scotch College, Launceston and Wesley College, Melbourne Victoria, where he gained his blue 
for football and rowing.   He also attended the University of Melbourne, where he had a successful athletic career, 
being a prominent member of the rowing and football teams.  He was well known in athletic circles in South 
Australia, and on several occasions rowed with the University of Adelaide eights. 
 
Shortly before the outbreak of the Great War he commenced studying for a military career.  He received his first 
commission as a 2nd Lieutenant (provisionally) in the 79th (Torrens) Infantry on 16 February 1913 and was 
promoted to rank of Lieutenant in the same regiment on 16 July 1914 and held this commission at the time of joining 
the AIF.  
 
He was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in the 10th Battalion at Morphettville on 19 August 1914 and was posted to 
original F Company. 
 
He embarked per HMAT A11 Ascanius on 20 October 1914. 
 
On 1 February 1915 at Mena, Egypt he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant and attached to 3rd Brigade 
Headquarters as permanent Orderly Officer to Colonel E G Sinclair-MacLagan.  Whilst holding this position he had 
much to do with Major Brand, Brigade Major of the 3rd Brigade, and other Staff Officers.  
 
Before leaving the Battalion his many admirers presented him with a riding whip and a pair of spurs in recognition of 
the splendid services he had rendered in connection with fostering sport.  He accompanied the 3rd Brigade 
Headquarters to Anzac, landed with the 3rd Brigade, and often came in contact with his late associates of the 10th. 
  
On 13 June 1915 he was returning to his dug-out after bathing in the cove, when the Olive Grove guns opened fire, 
and he was mortally wounded by the notorious “Beachy Bill”.  
 
He was widely popular, and when it was first announced that he was wounded it was hoped by his many scholastic 
and other friends that his injury would not prove fatal.  He had attained his Captaincy on 26 April 1915. 
 
 
Profiler’s Note –Louis had an elder brother, Robert John Holmes (b 11th November 1889 and died 12th November 
1889). There is no evidence that he attended Melbourne University.  
  

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/75310


 

Published Biography – Wesley College 
 

http://www.wesleycollege.net/Our-Community/Archives-and-Collections/Roll-of-Honour/Captain-Louis-Gordon-

Holmes.aspx 

 

 
 

Profiler’s Note: Louis’ first year at Wesley was probably 1910 as he was at Scotch College, Launceston until at least 
November 1909. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.wesleycollege.net/Our-Community/Archives-and-Collections/Roll-of-Honour/Captain-Louis-Gordon-Holmes.aspx
http://www.wesleycollege.net/Our-Community/Archives-and-Collections/Roll-of-Honour/Captain-Louis-Gordon-Holmes.aspx


 

Additional Biography 
 
Early Life 
 

Louis Gordon Holmes was born on the 7th July 1892, the son of Dr Louis Saenger Holmes and Lucy Mary Newton. The 

family lived at Hopland House, Charles Street, Launceston, Tasmania. Louis’ elder brother Robert passed away aged 

one day and Louis is sometimes described as the only son of Dr and Mrs LS Holmes. Louis had four sisters, Alice (who 

died aged one month), Jessie, Florence and Edna. 

 

Louis’ father was born at Smythes Creek, outside Ballarat, Victoria and was a Doctor in Launceston (Tasmania), St 

Kilda (Victoria) and in Adelaide (South Australia). 

 
http://www.launcestonfamilyalbum.org.au/detail/1030671/louis-saenger-holmes 

 

 

 

Schooling 
 
Louis commenced his schooling a Launceston Church Grammar School in 1900 an in December that year he was 
awarded a Form 1 prize having come first in History and third in Latin. Louis then moved to Scotch College, 
Launceston where he passed Junior Public Examinations in English, History, Geography and Arithmetic in December 
1906 and further Junior Public Examinations in December 1907. Louis was awarded the Senior Division prize for 
Mathematics at Scotch College in December 1908.  
 
Dr and Mrs Holmes and family were given a farewell from Launceston in April 1908 and Dr LS Holmes took up 
practice in St Kilda, Melbourne, Victoria. However Louis remained in Tasmania until at least November 1909.  

http://www.launcestonfamilyalbum.org.au/detail/1030671/louis-saenger-holmes


 

 
In 1909 Louis passed four subjects (English, History, Geography and Arithmetic) in the Senior Public Examinations 
held by the University of Tasmania. 
 
It is clear that Louis was a good athlete and he competed in the annual sports at Scotch College in December 1908 
and November 1909. In 1909 he won the handicap hurdles (120 yards) and was second in the 100 yards flat race.  
 
It is possible that Louis rowed for Scotch College in the winning Crew Schools’ Championship at the rowing 
championships on the Derwent in April 1909, however the newspaper reports at the time only state “G Holmes 
(stroke)” and their appears to have been both a LG Holmes and a G Holmes at Scotch in 1909. 
 
Louis played football for Scotch College in a match against High School in July 1909 and was best on ground, kicking 
five goals.  

 

"TASMANIAN SCHOOLS." 
The Herald (Melbourne, Vic. : 1861 - 1954) 8 July 1909 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article242059757 

 
 

It is possible that Louis attended Queen’s College, St Kilda in 1910 as a LG Holmes was Dux of the School in 
December 1910 and LG Holmes won the 220 yards race at the College Sports. LG Holmes also passed the University 
of Melbourne Junior Public Examinations in December 1910. 
 
In 1910, Louis played one senior game of football for the St Kilda Football club.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lou_Holmes_(footballer) 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article242059757


 

"CLUB NOTES." The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957) 26 May 1911http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article10904959 

 

 
Louis attended Wesley College, Melbourne in 1911. He was in Seat 6 for the College Eight in the Head of the River 
contest in May 1911. He weighed 11 stone 1 pound. Louis also played football for Wesley College in 1911.  

 
"HEAD OF THE RIVER." Geelong Advertiser (Vic. : 1859 - 1929) 13 May 1911 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article149208096 

 
 

1911 Wesley College Crew 

 

LG Holmes – Seat 6 – Fourth from Right 
Source: Wesley College Boatshed 

 
In December 1911, Louis’ father, Dr LS Holmes accepted an appointment to the friendly societies in Adelaide with a 
minimum salary of £750 per annum, with the right to private practice. The appointment was for five years.  
 

University 
 
Louis enrolled at the University of Adelaide as a non-graduating student, studying for a Diploma in Commerce. 
Although the student card below only shows details of Louis studying Business practice in 1913, he played sport for 
the University of Adelaide from 1912-1914. 
 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article10904959
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article10904959
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article149208096


 

University of Adelaide – Student Card 

 

 
 
 

University Sport 
 
Boat  
 
Louis rowed for the Adelaide University Boat Club from 1912 – 1913. He was a member of the 1912 and 1913 
Intervarsity Eight crews. At the time of the 1912 Intervarsity in Sydney he weighed 11 stone 2 pounds. Louis was 
awarded a Blue for Boat in 1913. 
 
 

"ROWING" The Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954) 26 May 1912 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article228863156 

 

 
 
  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article228863156


 

"INTER-'VARSITY BOAT RACE." The Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954) 31 May 1912 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article228860551 

 
1912 - Adelaide University Intervarsity Boat Crew 

 

LG Holmes – Back Row – Far Left 
 
In March 1913 Louis was selected to represent South Australia in an interstate eight oar crew (seat 2), however it 
was reported later in March that Louis had dropped out of the crew. 
 

"ROWING." The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 6 March 1913 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5378632 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article228860551
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5378632


 

"ROWING." The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 28 March 1913 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article200871157 

 
 
By March 1913 when Louis rowed for University in the Stirling Eights at the Autumn Regatta he was in Seat 7 and 
weighed 12 stone (this may have been an error as in May 1913 he was said to weigh 11 stone). 
 

"AUTUMN REGATTA." Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 22 March 1913 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article163096321 

 

 
 

"ROWING" Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 21 May 1913 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article124947831 

 
 

1913 Adelaide University Crew  

Weekly Times (Melbourne, Vic. : 1869 - 1954) 14 June 1913 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222607133 

 

LG Holmes – Seat 7 – Third from Left  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article200871157
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article163096321
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article163096321
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article124947831
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222607133


 

1913 Adelaide University Intervarsity Boat Crew 

 

LG Holmes – Seat 7 - Third from right 

 

"THE INTER-VARSITY EIGHT OARED RACE." Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 
24 May 1913 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88826910 

 

LG Holmes – Front Row – Second from Left 
THE ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY CREW 

Who leave today for Melbourne where the contest will be held on 3 June 
Back Row: E.L. Symons (cox), A.W. Morey (bow) 9 st 10 lb, G.E. Halbert (4) 11 st 3 lb, 

J.A. Love (2) 10 st 2 lb, P. C. A. Fornachon (3) 11 st 1 lb 
Front Row: E.F. Espie (6) 12 st 7 lbs, L.G. Holmes (7) 11 st7 lb, D. Yates (stroke) 10 st 12 lb, T.M. Hardy (5) 12 st 6 lb  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88826910


 

Football 
 
Louis played A Grade football for the Adelaide University Football Club in 1914 and was a member of the 1914 
Intervarsity side who played against Melbourne University on Adelaide University Oval in August 1914. Adelaide 
University defeated Melbourne University for the first time in the 1914 match. He was awarded a Blue for Football in 
1914, making him a Double Blue. 
 

 

LG Holmes – Front Row – Far Left 
Eighteen of the men in the 1914 Intervarsity Team photo would enlist. A.H. Limb, J.W. Blacket, L. B. Laurie, L.G. 

Holmes and W.O. Jose would be killed in action or die from illness while serving. 

Other Pre War Activities 
 
Apart from his University and sport related activities Louis’ name appeared in the newspaper in relation to a car 
accident in January 1913 and in relation to his service in the Cadets and later in the Citizens Forces.  
 
“On the night of January 7 (1913) Mr. L. G. Holmes was driving his father's motor car down the Greenhill Road when 

it got out of hand, crashed through the fence, and finished near the bottom of Waterfall Gully, a distance of about a 

quarter of a mile. Mr Holmes was thrown out at the top of the hill, but was not hurt.” 

 

An article relating to the crash described Louis as a Chauffeur and another said he was associated with ‘Eyes & 

Crowle’s establishment. Eyes & Crowle were importers of motor cars, motor cycles, accessories, &c. at 75-79 Pirie 

Street, Adelaide, specialising in Buick cars. 



 

"DOWN A PRECIPICE." The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 

8 January 1913 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210326395 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210326395


 

"OVER THE HILL" Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 

8 January 1913 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105275088 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105275088


 

"MOTOR CAR THAT BOLTED." Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 
18 January 1913 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article163091510 

 

Eyes & Crowles, Pirie St Adelaide 
1923 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article163091510


 

 
Shortly before the outbreak of the Great War he commenced studying for a military career.  He received his first 
commission as a 2nd Lieutenant (provisionally) in the 79th (Torrens) Infantry on 16 February 1913.  
 
By August 1913 he had passed the Infantry School examinations and was recommended for the Map Reading and 
Field Sketching School. He received a good pass for the Map Reading and Field Sketching School in late August 1913. 
In early November he attended Musketry School at the Port Adelaide rifle range. Louis was confirmed in his 
appointment as a Second Lieutenant in November 1913. 
 
By June 1914 Louis had passed all the requirements to be promoted to Lieutenant and in late June 1914 he 
competed in the Officer’s Rifle Competition. He was promoted to rank of Lieutenant in the 79th (Torrens) Infantry on 
16 July 1914 and held this commission at the time of joining the AIF.  
 

"MILITARY NOTES" Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 22 June 1914 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article125063561 

 

 
 

World War I 
 
Louis applied for a Commission with the Australian Expeditionary Forces on the 19th August 1914. He was 22 years 
and one month old, 5’8” tall and weighed 12 stone 7 lbs. He had served for 6.5 years in the Cadets and for served for 
1.5 years in the Citizen Forces. He was initially a member of the 10th Battalion. 
 

 

LG Holmes 
(from the group photograph below) 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article125063561
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article125063561


 

A Group of Adelaide Rifles 

(probably the original F Company of the 10th Battalion AIF) 
at Morphettville Camp 

 

Lt Louis Gordon Holmes is seventh from left in the third (from front) row 
 

"FAREWELL TO OFFICERS." The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 
13 October 1914 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210302588 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210302588


 

Group portrait of the original officers of the 10th Battalion 
prior to leaving Adelaide for Egypt. 

 

 
LG Holmes – Back Row – Third from Left 

Left to right, back row: Lieutenant (Lt) Julius August William Kayser from Alberton, South Australia (later Major, killed in 
action in France on 16 February 1917); Lieutenant (Lt) Clarence Rumball from Thebarton, South Australia; Lt Louis Gordon 

Holmes from Norwood, South Australia; Lt Trevor Owen-Smyth from Adelaide, South Australia (later killed in action at 
Gallipoli on 6 May 1915); Captain (Capt) Sydney Raymond Hall from Unley, South Australia (later killed in action at Gallipoli on 

25 April 1915); Lt John Hamilton from Broken Hill, NSW (later Capt); Lt Alfred Cyril Sommerville from Croydon, South Australia; 
Second Lieutenant (2nd Lt) David Leslie Todd from Adelaide (later Capt); and Lt Albert John Bryne from Broken Hill (later killed 

in action at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915). 
Middle row: Lt Mervyn James Herbert from Brighton, South Australia (later Major (Maj)); Lt Keith Eddowes Green from 

Prospect, South Australia (later killed in action at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915); Lt Robert James Mansfield Hooper from Alberton 
(later killed in action at Gallipoli on 27 May 1915); Lt Eric John Carl Stopp from Kent Town, South Australia; Lt Hector Roy 

Heming from North Adelaide; Lt Eric Wilkes Talbot Smith, (later died of wounds in Egypt on 30 April 1915); Lt Herbert 
Champion Hosking from St Peters, South Australia; and Capt Harold William Hastings Seager from Adelaide (later Maj and 

awarded MC). 
Front row: Lt Eric James Sexton from Alberton (later Maj); Capt George Dorricutt Shaw from Hindmarsh, South Australia (later 
Maj); Maj Miles Fitzroy Beevor from Unley, South Australia (later Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col)); Capt Harry Carew Nott (Medical 

Officer) from Lower Mitcham, South Australia (later Lt Col); Maj Frederick William Hurcombe, Second in Charge (2IC) from 
Mile End, South Australia (later Lt Col and MID); Colonel Stanley Price Weir (Commanding Officer) from St Peters (later 

awarded DSO); Capt Francis Maxwell de Flayer Lorenzo (Adjutant) from Westbourne Park, South Australia (later Lt Col and 
awarded DSO); Capt Charles Francis Minagall (Quartermaster) from Goodwood, South Australia (Later Maj); Capt Edward 
Castle Oldham from Hackney, South Australia (later Maj and killed in action at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915); Capt Ross Blyth 

Jacob from Kadina, South Australia (later Lt Col); and Lt Vernon Hermann Robley from Gilberton, South Australia. Absent: Lt 
William Stanley Frayne from Mile End, South Australia, (later killed in action at Gallipoli on 6 August 1915); Lt Charles Percy 

Farrier from Broken Hill (later killed in action at Gallipoli on 9 May 1915); Lt Felix Giles from Maylands, South Australia (later 
Lt Col); 2nd Lt Noel Medway Loutit from St Peters (later Lt Col); Lt William Howard Perry from Broken Hill (later Capt and 

awarded MC); and Captain George Ernest Redburg from Norwood, South Australia (later Maj). 
 
 



 

Louis departed from Australia on the 20th October 1914 on board Transport A11 Ascanius on 20 October 1914 and 

arrived at the Mena Camp Egypt before Christmas 1914.  

 
He was promoted to lieutenant on 1st February 1915 and was attached to the 3rd Brigade. He was made permanent 

Orderly Officer to Colonel Sinclair MacLagan and had a lot to do with Major Brand, the Brigade Major of the 3rd 

Brigade.  

 

Outdoor group portrait of officers of the 10th Infantry Battalion 

using a wagon as a grandstand to watch a battalion sports carnival 

at Mena Camp Egypt, Christmas 1914. 

 

LG Holmes – On Wagon – Fourth from Right 

 

The officers are from left to right: Captain (Capt) Mervyn James Herbert from Brighton, South Australia (later Major (Maj)); 

Capt Felix Gordon Giles from Marylands, South Australia (later Maj and awarded DSO); Lieutenant (Lt) William Howard Perry 

from Broken Hill, NSW (later Capt and awarded MC); Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) Stanley Price Weir from St Peters, South 

Australia, the battalion Commanding Officer (later awarded DSO); Lt Herbert Champion Hosking from St Peters; Maj Miles 

Fitzroy Beevor from Unley, South Australia (later Lt Col); Capt Francis Maxwell de Frayer Lorenzo from Westbourne, South 

Australia, Adjutant (later Lt Col and awarded DSO); Lt John Hamilton from Broken Hill (later Capt); Lt Hector Roy Heming from 

North Adelaide; Lt Louis Gordon Holmes from Norwood, South Australia; Capt George Dorricutt Shaw from Hindmarsh, South 

Australia (later Maj); Lt Alfred Cyril Sommerville from Croydon, South Australia; Lt Trevor Owen-Smyth from Adelaide (killed 

in action at Gallipoli on 6 May 1915). 

 

(Note the date on the print is incorrect - it should read "Xmas 1914"). 

 

 

 



 

 

"AUSTRALIANS IN TURKEY!" Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 

1 May 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89144018 

 

 

On the 2nd March 1915 Louis left Egypt via Alexandrina onboard the HT “Ionian” bound for Gallipoli. The 3rd Brigade, 

consisting of the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Battalions, was the covering force (first to land) at Gallipoli. In this position 

Louis would have been at the forefront of the happenings of the Landing. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89144018


 

 

Louis was made Captain on 26th April 1915, the day after the Landing. 

 
A telegram dated the 23rd June 1915 advised Louis’ parents that Louis had been wounded but not seriously and a 
newspaper article was published two days later giving biographical details relating to Louis’ life. Tragically by the 
time the telegram was sent Louis had died of the wounds he had suffered. 

 

"Biographical Particulars." The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 

25 June 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5472521 

 

 

 

Death 
 
On 13th June 1915 Louis was heading back to his dugout after a swim in the Cove when the guns from the Olive 
Grove opened up and he was wounded by ‘Beachy Bill’. 
 
‘Beachy Bill’ was the collective nickname given to a battery of Turkish guns located in a position known as the "Olive 
Grove". The guns were constantly seeking out targets on the beach at Anzac Cove. 
 
Louis was evacuated onboard the Hospital Ship 'Gascon' but his gunshot wound to the stomach proved fatal and he 
died on 23rd June 1915. He buried at sea by Chaplain Lee Warner, 3 miles off Gaba Tepe on the 24th June 1915. 
 

As Louis was buried at sea he was later commemorated at the Lone Pine Memorial (Panel 12), Gallipoli, Turkey. The 
Lone Pine Memorial, situated in the Lone Pine Cemetery at Anzac, is the main Australian Memorial on Gallipoli.  
 
Louis is also commemorated at the Australian War Memorial and the North Road Cemetery, Adelaide (Path 34 
South, Plot 5078).  

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5472521


 

 

"LATE CAPT HOLMES." Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 17 July 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article164194749 

   

Profiler’s Note: Louis is incorrectly described as Surgeon-Captain instead of Captain in this article. 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article164194749


 

"THE LATE CAPTAIN L. G. HOLMES." Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 17 July 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89143592 

 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89143592


 

 

"FOOTBALL." The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 16 July 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article203545076 

 

De Ruvigny's Roll of Honour, 1914-1919 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article203545076


 

Lone Pine Memorial, Turkey 

 

Australian War Memorial 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1636000/ 

 

 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee) 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1636000/


 

Sources and Acknowledgments 
 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

Virtual War Memorial Australia  https://vwma.org.au/ 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/75310 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/1794 

Lone Pine Memorial Image thanks to -http://resources.macknortshs.eq.edu.au/ANZAC/LPdawntree.jpg 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C204156 

The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – LG Holmes and Dr Louis S Holmes) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Ancestry.com.au 
“The Fighting 10th”, Adelaide, Webb & Son, 1936 by C.B.L. Lock; 
Grave Secrets http://ww1tas.gravesecrets.net/ho---hy.html 

Photograph of Capt LG Holmes in Uniform Tasmanian Weekly Courier 21 January 1915 Insert 4 

https://www.rowinghistory-aus.info/university-championships/1912.php 
State Library of South Australia 
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/PRG+280/1/37/231 
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+55006 
Grave Secrets  http://ww1tas.gravesecrets.net/ho---hy.html 

http://www.anglicancemeteries.com/gallipoli-heroes/ 

Australian Rowing History  1911 Wesley College Crew Photo 

https://www.australianrowinghistory.com.au/school-rowing/vic/aps-head-of-river/1911.php 

Rob O'Shannassy, Janne Filmer and Kym Beilby (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Researchers) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holmes, Louis Gordon  v.2 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/
https://vwma.org.au/
https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/75310
https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/1794
http://resources.macknortshs.eq.edu.au/ANZAC/LPdawntree.jpg
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C204156
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html
http://ww1tas.gravesecrets.net/ho---hy.html
https://www.rowinghistory-aus.info/university-championships/1912.php
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/PRG+280/1/37/231
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+55006
http://ww1tas.gravesecrets.net/ho---hy.html
http://www.anglicancemeteries.com/gallipoli-heroes/
https://www.australianrowinghistory.com.au/school-rowing/vic/aps-head-of-river/1911.php

