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Capt. Louis Gordon Holmes
.I.

23" June 1915

Football Club: 1914 - A Grade & Intervarsity
Double Blue (Boat 1913, Football 1914)

Studying for Diploma in Commerce




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is
to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will
be recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Louis Gordon

Holmes. It is compilation of information and photographs
collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=141661

Date of birth
Place of birth
Other Names
School

Religion
Occupation
Address

Marital status

Age at embarkation
Height

Weight

Next of kin
Previous military service
Enlistment date
Rank on enlistment
Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll
number

Embarkation details

Rank from Nominal Roll
Unit from Nominal Roll
Fate

Date of death

Place of burial

Commemoration details

MILiTARY FORCES

Louis Gordon HOLMES

7 July 1892
Launceston, Tasmania
HOLMES, Louis Gordon

Scotch College, Launceston, Tasmania; Wesley College, Melbourne, Victoria;
Melbourne University, Victoria

Church of England

Student

24 Parade, Norwood, South Australia

Single

22

5'8"

175 lbs

Father, Dr L S Holmes, 24 Parade, Norwood, South Australia
Served for 6.5 years in the Cadets; served for 1.5 years in the Citizen Forces
19 August 1914

Lieutenant

10th Battalion, F Company

23/27/1

Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board Transport A11 Ascanius on
20 October 1914

Captain

10th Battalion

Died of wounds 23 June 1915
23 June 1915

No known grave

The Lone Pine Memorial (Panel 12), Gallipoli, Turkey

The Lone Pine Memorial, situated in the Lone Pine Cemetery at Anzac, is the main
Australian Memorial on Gallipoli, and one of four memorials to men of the New
Zealand Expeditionary Force. Designed by Sir John Burnet, the principal architect of
the Gallipoli cemeteries, it is a thick tapering pylon 14.3 metres high on a square
base 12.98 metres wide. It is constructed from limestone mined at llgardere in



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=141661

Panel number, Roll of Honour,
Australian War Memorial

Miscellaneous information from
cemetery records

Other details

Sources

Turkey.

The Memorial commemorates the 3268 Australians and 456 New Zealanders who
have no known grave and the 960 Australians and 252 New Zealanders who were
buried at sea after evacuation through wounds or disease. The names of New
Zealanders commemorated are inscribed on stone panels mounted on the south
and north sides of the pylon, while those of the Australians are listed on a long wall
of panels in front of the pylon and to either side. Names are arranged by unit and
rank.

The Memorial stands over the centre of the Turkish trenches and tunnels which
were the scene of heavy fighting during the August offensive. Most cemeteries on
Gallipoli contain relatively few marked graves, and the majority of Australians killed
on Gallipoli are commemorated here.

59

Commemorated in North Road Church of England Cemetery, Adelaide, South
Australia.

War service: Egypt, Gallipoli

Embarked Alexandria to join the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, Gallipoli, 2
March 1915.

Promoted captain, Gallipoli, 26 April 1915.

Wounded in action, Gallipoli, 16 June 1915; died of wounds (gun shot wound,
abdomen), Hospital Ship 'Gascon’, 23 June 1915; buried at sea by Chaplain Lee
Warner, 3 miles off Gaba Tepe, 24 June 1915.

Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
NAA: B2455, HOLMES Louis Gordon

Profiler’s Note: No evidence has been found to support the above statement the Louis attended Melbourne
University. His Application for a Commission states that he gained his Matriculation from Melbourne University
however this means that he passed the examinations conducted by the Melbourne University which would have
allowed him to study at university level.







Service Record

recordsearch.naa.gov.au



http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5822715

LG Holmes




Published Biography — “The Fighting 10t"”

Virtual War Memorial Australia https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/75310

HOLMES, Louis Gordon

Extract from “The Fighting 10th”, Adelaide, Webb & Son, 1936 by C.B.L. Lock; supplied courtesy of the 10" Bn AIF
Association Committee, April 2015.

Born 7 July 1892 at Launceston, Tasmania.
Only son of Dr Louis and Lucy Holmes of Norwood and Ballarat.

He was educated at Scotch College, Launceston and Wesley College, Melbourne Victoria, where he gained his blue
for football and rowing. He also attended the University of Melbourne, where he had a successful athletic career,
being a prominent member of the rowing and football teams. He was well known in athletic circles in South
Australia, and on several occasions rowed with the University of Adelaide eights.

Shortly before the outbreak of the Great War he commenced studying for a military career. He received his first
commission as a 2nd Lieutenant (provisionally) in the 79th (Torrens) Infantry on 16 February 1913 and was
promoted to rank of Lieutenant in the same regiment on 16 July 1914 and held this commission at the time of joining
the AIF.

He was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in the 10th Battalion at Morphettville on 19 August 1914 and was posted to
original F Company.

He embarked per HMAT A11 Ascanius on 20 October 1914.

On 1 February 1915 at Mena, Egypt he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant and attached to 3rd Brigade
Headquarters as permanent Orderly Officer to Colonel E G Sinclair-MacLagan. Whilst holding this position he had
much to do with Major Brand, Brigade Major of the 3rd Brigade, and other Staff Officers.

Before leaving the Battalion his many admirers presented him with a riding whip and a pair of spurs in recognition of
the splendid services he had rendered in connection with fostering sport. He accompanied the 3rd Brigade
Headquarters to Anzac, landed with the 3rd Brigade, and often came in contact with his late associates of the 10th.

On 13 June 1915 he was returning to his dug-out after bathing in the cove, when the Olive Grove guns opened fire,
and he was mortally wounded by the notorious “Beachy Bill”.

He was widely popular, and when it was first announced that he was wounded it was hoped by his many scholastic

and other friends that his injury would not prove fatal. He had attained his Captaincy on 26 April 1915.

Profiler’s Note —Louis had an elder brother, Robert John Holmes (b 11t" November 1889 and died 12" November
1889). There is no evidence that he attended Melbourne University.



https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/75310

Published Biography — Wesley College

http://www.wesleycollege.net/Our-Community/Archives-and-Collections/Roll-of-Honour/Captain-Louis-Gordon-
Holmes.aspx

Captain Louis Gordon Holmes

Source: Gravesites of Tasmania

First year at Wesley 1904
6th Seatin the 1911 Head of the River winning crew. A talented

Personal Information athiete, he also played one game for St Kilda in 1910 v Melbourne
atMCG

Date Enlisted 18/08/1914

Unit Enlisted 10th Battalion

Service Details Died of wounds received from shrapnel at Anzac Cove
(16/6/1915}. Reference in The fighting 10th by CBL Leek (1936),
p. 184

Date of Death 23/06/1915 - 22 years of age

Unit Details 3rd Brigade Headquarters

Cemetery/Memorial Place: Lone Pine Memoeorial (buried at sea) (Panel 12), Gallipoli, Turkey

Other References and additional information:

The AlF Project

Discovering ANZACs

Gravesites of Tasmania

RSL Virtual War Memorial

Wesley College Chronicle, August 1915, p.21

Profiler’s Note: Louis’ first year at Wesley was probably 1910 as he was at Scotch College, Launceston until at least
November 1909.



http://www.wesleycollege.net/Our-Community/Archives-and-Collections/Roll-of-Honour/Captain-Louis-Gordon-Holmes.aspx
http://www.wesleycollege.net/Our-Community/Archives-and-Collections/Roll-of-Honour/Captain-Louis-Gordon-Holmes.aspx

Additional Biography
Early Life

Louis Gordon Holmes was born on the 7 July 1892, the son of Dr Louis Saenger Holmes and Lucy Mary Newton. The
family lived at Hopland House, Charles Street, Launceston, Tasmania. Louis’ elder brother Robert passed away aged
one day and Louis is sometimes described as the only son of Dr and Mrs LS Holmes. Louis had four sisters, Alice (who
died aged one month), Jessie, Florence and Edna.

Louis’ father was born at Smythes Creek, outside Ballarat, Victoria and was a Doctor in Launceston (Tasmania), St
Kilda (Victoria) and in Adelaide (South Australia).

http://www.launcestonfamilyalbum.org.au/detail/1030671/louis-saenger-holmes

V : » Louis Saenger Holmes Q

DATE OF BIRTH

unknown

PLACE OF RESIDENCE
Charles Street Launceston Tasmania Australia

SPOUSE NAME

Lucy Mary Newton

CHILDREN'S NAMES
gy =SS S D) Robert John, Louis Gordon, Alice, Jessie Eileen, Florence & Edna Lucy

NOTES

Louis Saenger Holmes was born at Smythes Creek, Victoria, in 1859, a son of James Holmes and
Jessie Murdoch. Louis Holmes trained as a doctor and registered as a GP in Launceston on 3 Dec
1887. He married Lucy Mary Newton on 18 Jul 1888 at Hawksburn, Victoria. Their six children
were born in Launceston: Robert, 11 Nov 1889; Louis, 7 Jul 1892; Alice, 20 Dec 1893 and died on
20 Jan 18q4; Jessie, 18 Dec 1894; Florence, 8 Oct 1899 and Edna, 9 Sep 1902.

The Launceston Volunteer Ambulance Corps was formed in 1899 under the command of
Captain-Sugeon Louis S Holmes. He was also Port Health Officer for the Marine Board of
Launceston. At the time of the Exhibition, Louis Holmes LRCP, LRCS Ed, LFPS, was living in
Charles Street, Launceston. He took part in a "Living Chess Tournament' at the Exhibition in
March 1892, playing for the Workmen's Club.

The family appears to have moved to Victoria about 1907 and later to Adelaide, South Australia,
where they were living when their second son, Captain Louis Gordon Holmes, died of wounds at
sea on the HMAS Gascon near Gallipoli on 23 Jun 1915, aged 22.

Louis Saenger Holmes died at Kooringa, South Australia, on 14 Jul 1926; his wife, Lucy Mary
Holmes, died in 1935 in Victoria, aged 69.

CONTRIBUTOR/S
Prue McCausland Aug 2009

L ”

Schooling

Louis commenced his schooling a Launceston Church Grammar School in 1900 an in December that year he was
awarded a Form 1 prize having come first in History and third in Latin. Louis then moved to Scotch College,
Launceston where he passed Junior Public Examinations in English, History, Geography and Arithmetic in December
1906 and further Junior Public Examinations in December 1907. Louis was awarded the Senior Division prize for
Mathematics at Scotch College in December 1908.

Dr and Mrs Holmes and family were given a farewell from Launceston in April 1908 and Dr LS Holmes took up
practice in St Kilda, Melbourne, Victoria. However Louis remained in Tasmania until at least November 1909.



http://www.launcestonfamilyalbum.org.au/detail/1030671/louis-saenger-holmes

In 1909 Louis passed four subjects (English, History, Geography and Arithmetic) in the Senior Public Examinations
held by the University of Tasmania.

It is clear that Louis was a good athlete and he competed in the annual sports at Scotch College in December 1908
and November 1909. In 1909 he won the handicap hurdles (120 yards) and was second in the 100 yards flat race.

It is possible that Louis rowed for Scotch College in the winning Crew Schools’ Championship at the rowing
championships on the Derwent in April 1909, however the newspaper reports at the time only state “G Holmes
(stroke)” and their appears to have been both a LG Holmes and a G Holmes at Scotch in 1909.

Louis played football for Scotch College in a match against High School in July 1909 and was best on ground, kicking
five goals.

"TASMANIAN SCHOOLS."
The Herald (Melbourne, Vic. : 1861 - 1954) 8 July 1909
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article242059757

TASMANIAN SCHOOLS,

SCOTCH COLLRGE V. HIGH SCHOOL.

“The above ieama met on the Association
ground last " writes my Launcoston eor«
rogpondent, ' ground was in falr
tion, The Scotch boys tok the game in hand
from tha bounce, and right through
winpers. Some football was shown by
bath teams, e best exhibition was wun-
doubtedly given by L. G. Holmes, of the
wani, He was well seconded ia his efforts
by Magan (forward) and Bala (wing). Of the
others, Moroney, Symmons, Plercs, and Ces-
grove deserve mention, For High School Mar-
potts was @ tower of strength, and Stovens, &
promizing player, did well, J. Bunce, Docil;g. |
and V. Joyom were also cvonsplecuous, e
goal kckers woro--~Scoteh : Holmes (5), Magan
t2), A. Monks, Symmons, and Moroney.
(1 sachi. High Sehool : Taylor (3), Davey (1),
The final scores were:—

Srotrh,—10 Goals 12 Behinds —73 Points,

High~4 Goals I Hehinda —27 Polnts,

It is possible that Louis attended Queen’s College, St Kilda in 1910 as a LG Holmes was Dux of the School in
December 1910 and LG Holmes won the 220 yards race at the College Sports. LG Holmes also passed the University
of Melbourne Junior Public Examinations in December 1910.

In 1910, Louis played one senior game of football for the St Kilda Football club.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lou_Holmes_(footballer)

Lou Holmes

Personal information

Full name Louis Gordon Holmes
Date of birth 7 July 1892

Place of birth Launceston, Tasmania
Date of death 23 June 1915 (aged 22)
Place of death Gallipoli, Turkey

Original team(s) Launceston

Years Club Games (Goals)
1910 StKilda 1(0)

' Playing statistics correct to the end of 1910
Sources: AFL Tables &, AustralianFootball.comg



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article242059757

"CLUB NOTES." The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957) 26 May 1911http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article10904959

st. Kilda have given up all  hope
(.nwulll ph\.m‘ with them. He has ob-

tamed LA with C , and
so h..'d.. . tl‘w'bt\akv C bny

Louis attended Wesley College, Melbourne in 1911. He was in Seat 6 for the College Eight in the Head of the River
contest in May 1911. He weighed 11 stone 1 pound. Louis also played football for Wesley College in 1911.

"HEAD OF THE RIVER." Geelong Advertiser (Vic. : 1859 - 1929) 13 May 1911
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article149208096

Wesley . College (centre station.
Coach, Mr. C Donald): W. 1.
AHn\es (bow), 10.2 C.. 8. Wood"
(2),10.0; Abernethy  (3),
107 W, H. nghm (4),"11.5;. G.
C. Rowe 5), 11.9: L. G. Holmes
., (G), 11.1; Mc(‘ ‘Abernethy . (7). -
11.0; H: ’S. Dickinson (str.), 11.10;
N.S. hdmondstone (cox), 6.0 ..

- Fa BT

1911 Wesley College Crew

LG Holmes — Seat 6 — Fourth from Right
Source: Wesley College Boatshed

In December 1911, Louis’ father, Dr LS Holmes accepted an appointment to the friendly societies in Adelaide with a
minimum salary of £750 per annum, with the right to private practice. The appointment was for five years.

University
Louis enrolled at the University of Adelaide as a non-graduating student, studying for a Diploma in Commerce.

Although the student card below only shows details of Louis studying Business practice in 1913, he played sport for
the University of Adelaide from 1912-1914.



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article10904959
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article10904959
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article149208096

University of Adelaide — Student Card

University Sport

Boat

Louis rowed for the Adelaide University Boat Club from 1912 —1913. He was a member of the 1912 and 1913
Intervarsity Eight crews. At the time of the 1912 Intervarsity in Sydney he weighed 11 stone 2 pounds. Louis was

awarded a Blue for Boat in 1913.

"ROWING" The Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954) 26 May 1912

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article228863156

The crews are.-—

Adelalde.~—(Bow), H., H. Swift, 1ist. 2Ib.;
J. C. Mayo. 10st. 11lb.; G. R.- Harder, list.
4ib.; H, J. Penny, list 5ib.; T. M. Hardy,
125t. 12lb.; L. G. Holmes, 11st. 2Ib.; P. C, A.
Fornashon, 11st, 2Ilb.; (str.), C. L. Abbott,
11st, 71b.; (cox), A. W. Morey, 8st. 9,
Coaches: F. ¥. Esple, T. Gibb.



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article228863156

"INTER-'VARSITY BOAT RACE." The Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954) 31 May 1912
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article228860551

1912 - Adelaide University Intervarsity Boat Crew
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ALELAIDE 'WARBITY CREW.

o cweeding from leofr (0 right arei~Pack ftow: T O, Holmow, J. B, Harder, B FL Swify, |, P 2 .l
Row| P, C A, . T A, I ADBOAC (atrake), and T, A Hardy e T R N Jy G 2,

The =un
Hocand |
Bitting o Pomi: A W, Moy (00savatn),

LG Holmes — Back Row - Far Left

In March 1913 Louis was selected to represent South Australia in an interstate eight oar crew (seat 2), however it
was reported later in March that Louis had dropped out of the crew.

"ROWING." The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 6 March 1913
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5378632

ROWING.

INTER STATRE EKIGHT OAR CREW

On Weduesday Me Arthur Nicholla, whe hae
been appoiated sole selector, hamded to the secr.
tary of the Rowing Association (Mr J. J, )
the following names of those whom he Bed
cided wpon = the crew to represent Boath Aus
tralia in the inter State Fight-car Champioaship
Bace, o be rowed on Tw Port Adelaide River
o April M:-—J. B Courtney (Torrens), bow; J.
A. Begg (Port), ¢ L. G Holmes (Univemity), 3;
(. Oisson (Torrens,, 4; P W. Kenmedy (Torrens),
5- A R G Peasby (Mercaatile) 6. C. L A
bott (Umiversity), 7: . R. Butterworth (Ade
laide), streke: W R Webdb (Port) cox | emer
gencien, B M. Scott (Umversity) and E M. Lox
moore  ( Adelsade ) T™he erew will immediately
go inte bard traiming under Mr. Nicholls' coach.
me Ther are a powerful lot of mea, and M
| they get together should do credil to Lhe Simte.



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article228860551
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5378632

"ROWING." The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 28 March 1913
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article200871157

J. H. Vollpmht of the Mercantile club,

“ bvaM(r \Tl:lld\lolh to 811 the

vamcy mae : pping
out of the mta'!tydc cn"w I

By March 1913 when Louis rowed for University in the Stirling Eights at the Autumn Regatta he was in Seat 7 and
weighed 12 stone (this may have been an error as in May 1913 he was said to weigh 11 stone).

"AUTUMN REGATTA." Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 22 March 1913 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article163096321
STIRLING EIGHTS,—Firet heat. |
Xorth Side. Bonth Bide.
University B.O\ Adelaide R (.
. B Kueebuue R L McCull w‘h
(bow) So ele 13 (bow‘ U 4
A W. Morey (2) . 10 G. ay or 1") 1 1
L. M. Gellert (3) . 10 ¢ D . Jones (3) .10 @
(. Haldert (4) . u 8 J. Bl?: (4) .. 11 8
JH HINN () ..1010 J.P orice (3) 11 ¢
A. E. Kain (8) .. 1213 R. L. Rhodes (6) . 11 1)
L O Rolmes () ll 2 V. A Clutterbuck
D Yates (#tr) A 11 10
K Wasd (cox) b C uc\dlan
(str.) TARPIR i o
3. Toody lcos) .. .8 0
Uwlverslt, won by three-quariers of e length,
1.88, 240

"ROWING" Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 21 May 1913
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article124947831

The crewtis reated as follows :—A,
l!m'ty. 9.30 (bow): J. A. Love, 10.3 (2

P. AJFo.r)xu:}hoi. 11.0 (Sy.lg‘E H’
h‘ﬂ- b4 | Hardy, )s F.
F. Espie. ‘12.7 (6): L. G. Holme‘? 110
(T); I) W. Yates, 1012 (stroke); E. O,
W. Symons (eox); C. 8. Kneebone (emew
gency).

W.

AL & o = L. [
— —

1913 Adelaide University Crew
Weekly Times (Melbourne, Vic. : 1869 - 1954) 14 June 1913
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222607133

LG Holmes — Seat 7 — Third from Left



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article200871157
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article163096321
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article163096321
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article124947831
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222607133

1913 Adelaide University Intervarsity Boat Crew

1913 Inter-Varsity Rowing

3rd Adelaide University - Bow: Allan Wilson Morey, 2: John Alexander Love,

3: Paul Charles Albert Fornachon, 4: George Edward Halbert, 5: Thomas Maxfield
Hardy, 6: Francis Fancett Espie, 7: Louis Gordon Holmes, Str: Donald Yates,
Cox: Eric Lindsey Symons, Cchs: Arthur Nicholls, Arthur Lorimer Kennedy &
Arthur J Shepherd Held in Melbourne won by Melbourne, Sydney 2nd

Guerin-Foster - History of Australian Rowing

LG Holmes — Seat 7 - Third from right

"THE INTER-VARSITY EIGHT OARED RACE." Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954)
24 May 1913
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88826910

LG Holmes — Front Row — Second from Left
THE ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY CREW
Who leave today for Melbourne where the contest will be held on 3 June
Back Row: E.L. Symons (cox), A.W. Morey (bow) 9 st 10 Ib, G.E. Halbert (4) 11 st 3 Ib,
J.A. Love (2) 10 st 2 Ib, P. C. A. Fornachon (3) 11st 1 lb
Front Row: E.F. Espie (6) 12 st 7 Ibs, L.G. Holmes (7) 11 st7 Ib, D. Yates (stroke) 10 st 12 Ib, T.M. Hardy (5) 12 st 6 Ib



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88826910

Football

Louis played A Grade football for the Adelaide University Football Club in 1914 and was a member of the 1914
Intervarsity side who played against Melbourne University on Adelaide University Oval in August 1914. Adelaide
University defeated Melbourne University for the first time in the 1914 match. He was awarded a Blue for Football in
1914, making him a Double Blue.

1914 Intervarsity Football Team

TS L e i e S L TL T e o s e

BACK ROW: T.B. Sard, W.]. Phillips, A.E. Williams,L.B. Laurie, C.R. Cole, W.]J: Price, A.H. Limb, E.G. Dorsch,
L. Carthew, ]J.D. Northley, C. Gurner. X
MIDDLE ROW: N.V. Mengerson, C.E. Pellew, L.A. Hayward (Vice-Captain), J.W. Blacket (Captain), D.M. Steele, W.A. Rollison.
FRONT ROW: L.G. Holmes, F.E. Williams, H.C. Thrush, W.O. Jose.

LG Holmes — Front Row - Far Left
Eighteen of the men in the 1914 Intervarsity Team photo would enlist. A.H. Limb, J.W. Blacket, L. B. Laurie, L.G.

Holmes and W.O. Jose would be killed in action or die from illness while serving.

Other Pre War Activities

Apart from his University and sport related activities Louis’ name appeared in the newspaper in relation to a car
accident in January 1913 and in relation to his service in the Cadets and later in the Citizens Forces.

“On the night of January 7 (1913) Mr. L. G. Holmes was driving his father's motor car down the Greenhill Road when
it got out of hand, crashed through the fence, and finished near the bottom of Waterfall Gully, a distance of about a
quarter of a mile. Mr Holmes was thrown out at the top of the hill, but was not hurt.”

An article relating to the crash described Louis as a Chauffeur and another said he was associated with ‘Eyes &
Crowle’s establishment. Eyes & Crowle were importers of motor cars, motor cycles, accessories, &c. at 75-79 Pirie
Street, Adelaide, specialising in Buick cars.




"DOWN A PRECIPICE." The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922)
8 January 1913
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210326395

DOWN A PRECIPICE.

REMARKABLE MOTOR
SMASH.

A | WONDERFUL ESCAPE.

—

Tt in mot given to many men to be at
such close quarters with death as was Mr,
Touis Gordon Holmes, of the Parade, Nor-
wood, on Tuesdny morning, and to come

| through unscathed. He had been over-
hauling his motor car, and went out early
in the morning for a trial epin. The er-
gines went smoothly up the Greenhill-road,
andses he turned to bring his car home
be was congratolating himself on the suc-

sess of his work, There wae no hint of ,

impending disazter, and as he glided down

the hill overlooking the Waterfall Gully ’

road at about 15 to 20 miles an hour he

thoronghly enjoyed the fresh, clear air. The
smash ghppeueﬂ suddenly and gave no

warning. The curve he was negotiating
was no more dangerous than many others
along the route, and, being an experienced
driver, he <aw no peril in it. Just as he |
rounded it, however, the tire on one of|
the front wheels blew out. The steering'
whee! was {wisted round in his hands, and .
almost befcre he realised his danger the|
car had dashed into the fence at the side
of the road and was hurtling down the hiil- f
side, crashing over stumps and stoues and
turning over and over in its headlong
descent to the ravine hondreds of feet
below.

As he felt the wheel twisted out of his
grasp Mr. Holmes instinctively shot off the
engines and jammed on the brakes, but the
car lud too much way on, and he realised
that there was no hope of stopping it from
crashing through the fence. As the impact
between the car and the fence occurred he

wondered how it would all epd. The next

wondered bow it would all end. The next
moment the car was somersaniiing dow=
the nill and he was flying through the air,
to land on the d on all fours and un-
nurt just as the car crashed past him. Even
then he kept his hecad and grabbed the
back axle of the motor in an endeavor to
hold it back. No man could have stopped
it, however, and he was pulled down after
it until it got away from him in descend-
ing s particularly steep pinch, and con-
tinued ite career dowmhill till it was
brought up near a big gum tree ahout 150
vards from the first ford. Mr. Holmes slid
down aiter it, and, having ascertained that
il was a total wreck, be walked on to the
Wateriall Guily Hotel and was taken bome
from there in another car,

Nohody had witnessed the accident, and

Mr, Holmes did not tronble to inform the
lice, Consequently, when the foreman of
essrs. Dunstan & Sone (Mr. Batt) called

up the police at 720 a.m. and informed

them that a battered motor car was lying

'st the bottom of the hill, with the steer-

ing gear smashed and parts of the machine

scattered about, and that there was a

straw hat a little farther on, a terrible

tmﬁedv was scented. Constable Moulden,

- of Burnside, rang up the Norwood etation,

'and with Sez;nnt Beare and Constables

| Trotter and Garland he proceeded to the

(#pot, No trace could be found of the
river, and it was thought he might have

crawled away bebind some bushes, so a
thorough search of the vicinity was made.
| Nothing, however, was found, and the
senrchers were at a loss to explain the pre-
| sence of the car until Mr. HOEnes returned
to claim it.

| _ All are agreed that had Mr. Holmes not

, thrown

‘turned over he must inevitably have been

killed or at least seriously injured.

. _He is the son of Dr. L. S. Holmes, of

'the Friendly Socicties’ Dispencary, and is

.connected with Messrs. Eves & Crowle’a

establishment., He is 21 years of age. The

car waz a 10-14-h.p. F.N.

After the accident Mr. Holmes said:—
“It all happened so suddenly that 1 don’t
know really how I felt. I wae jolly glad
1 did not take my sister with me, ag I
thought of doing belore I left.”

clear when fhe car first |

i
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"OVER THE HILL" Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924)

8 January 1913
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105275088

OVER THE HILL

— -

MOTORIST’S ADVENTURE

—

NARROW ESCAPE FROM DEATH

ACCIDENT ON CREENHILL ROAD

While driving a 1014 h.p, motor-car

along the Greenhill rcad oin  Monday
roght Mr. L. G, Holmes had a miiacns
lous cscape from death. Al the tume

af  the accudent the car wag travelling
at a speed of aboul 20 miles per hCur.
\When passing round a sharp and dan.
gerous turn the tyre an one of the front
wheele burst, with the result that the
velucle swerved violently, crashed into
a fence, and went hurling down the steep
hiii at the side ¢f the track. The car
fell a distance of 300 ft. and was con-
siderably damaged, but fortunately Mr.
Holues was uninjured.

L descr:bing his experience yester
day Mr. Holmes remarked that he was
coming down the hill on his way home

ai 8 wo'vlock. Continuing the story he
eélated : —

"I was coming down the hill on my
way hotwe in the half-light at about 8
O'clock at a rate of bLeitween 15 to 20

miles an hour, Whea I came to that
sharp turn up there (a2 most dangerous
one), I think the l=ft hand front wheel
tyre must have Llown out. Anyhow, the
wheels twisied right round and went
etraight into the fence.Of course I turned off
tic power straight away and jammed
down the brakes—that comes as second
nature—but it was no good, and the ma-
chine crashed into the fence and turned
right over and went sliding down the
hil. I must have been thrown out
before the firet turn was completed—I
don’t know—but I landeq on all fours un-
hurt, and, running after the car, caught
hold <l the back axle and tried to stop
it. 1 was pulled down the incline, eome-
t:meg lying down, too, but at last the
thing got away [rom me at that steep
{urt fhere, and finally finished up here.

slid down after if, although it was
retty rough, then walked up to tle
faterfall Gully Hotel, ang was taken
back home in a car that was there. I found

, the police."

back home in a car that was there. I found
my Stepney wheel in the creek this morn-
ing, the back lamip was semashed right
up, but the front one, somehow, wag un-
broken. * I thought nobody knew of the
affair, and so did not trouble to inform
1 The you fellow was
quite alive to the marvelloug escape he
had experienced, and was the eubject
of hearty congratulations from those who
had préviously been ocertain that some
life had been lost. *““It all happened
g0 quickly,” he remarked, “that | don't
know really how I felt. I am jolly glad
of one thing, however, I didn't bri

my little sister, although I thought o

doing so, and was almost on the ’pOint
of a=king her heicre leaving home.
Residents of Waterfall dJully re-

ceived a shock yesterday morning when
they diecovered the wrecked car, but no
signs of its late occupant—dead or alive.
Mr. Holmee was, in fact, then quietly
eating his breakfast at the hotel, uncon-
scious of the commotion hie non-appear-
ance on the scene was causing. The
more the Waterfall Gully pecple looked
round the more mystified they Lecame,
and eventually the police were informed
of the occurrence. Then for three
hourz police and civilians were
diligently searching among the rocks on
the hillside for the survivors of what
was thought to have been a terrihle ca-
tastrophe. All fears were subsequently
allayed by the arrival of Mr. Holmes,
who despite his exciting adventure of
the previcus night was quite cheerful,
even if disturbed at the damage which
daylight revealed had been eustaineq by
the car.

The scene of the accident was about
100 yards from the first ford, near a big
tree on the Greenhill road, where the
latter begins to slope towards Waterfall
Gully. The spot is considered most dan-
reroua by travellers, as on the side of
the road is a hill which sheers down pre-
cipitously into the gully. Only a frail
ience divides the road from the decliv-
ity.

Mr, Gordon, who is 21 years of age, is
a son of Dr. Holmes, of Norwood.

T ————
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"MOTOR CAR THAT BOLTED." Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931)
18 January 1913
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article163091510

Eyes & Crowles, Pirie St Adelaide
1923

PRG 280/1/37/231
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Shortly before the outbreak of the Great War he commenced studying for a military career. He received his first
commission as a 2nd Lieutenant (provisionally) in the 79th (Torrens) Infantry on 16 February 1913.

By August 1913 he had passed the Infantry School examinations and was recommended for the Map Reading and
Field Sketching School. He received a good pass for the Map Reading and Field Sketching School in late August 1913.
In early November he attended Musketry School at the Port Adelaide rifle range. Louis was confirmed in his
appointment as a Second Lieutenant in November 1913.

By June 1914 Louis had passed all the requirements to be promoted to Lieutenant and in late June 1914 he
competed in the Officer’s Rifle Competition. He was promoted to rank of Lieutenant in the 79th (Torrens) Infantry on

16 July 1914 and held this commission at the time of joining the AIF.

"MILITARY NOTES" Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 22 June 1914 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article125063561

The lollowing officers of the Cuisen Foreces
baving passed all ‘esla are now eugbie for
pioioicn -—To Leeulenani{olonel—Major C. Rey.
pell, Zud LH ; Major E K Baker, Tth loan.
tiry. To Capiain-—lecutenant L E Bure, T4
Imsatry ; Lieutenant M. J. Hergert, 78th Infan-
try., To Lwutepant—Second.lisutenan: D L.
Todd, 76th Iniaptry , Second.Liewtenants C. Rum.
ball, E. J C W. R Jougenson, H. R
Heming, and H . Davies, T8h Inlantry
Second-Lieutesants W. G, Cornsh, L. G Holmes,
and H. C Hosking, ™& Inlantry. For Conbr.
mation of Proveooal Appointment—Second-
Lieutenant W. A. McCloughry, 76th Infaptry.

World War |

Louis applied for a Commission with the Australian Expeditionary Forces on the 19" August 1914. He was 22 years
and one month old, 5’8" tall and weighed 12 stone 7 Ibs. He had served for 6.5 years in the Cadets and for served for

1.5 years in the Citizen Forces. He was initially a member of the 10" Battalion.

LG Holmes
(from the group photograph below)
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A Group of Adelaide Rifles

(probably the original F Company of the 10th Battalion AIF)
at Morphettville Camp

555006 Reproduction rights: State Library of South Australia

Lt Louis Gordon Holmes is seventh from left in the third (from front) row

"FAREWELL TO OFFICERS." The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922)
13 October 1914
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210302588

FAREWELL TO OI’FICERtSl. i

The Acting C.Q. and officers of the 79
Infantry (Torrens Infantry) Regiment met
4t Jackman's Cafe on Friday eveuing at
dinner to bid farewell to their c
whn are leavmg for Burope with the ex-
peditionary force.  Major lxug;m.i gi'e-
gidd. The chairman proposed “His Ma-
jeatr the King and the cohesion of the
gmpire.” " toust, “Furewell to the
brigude #taff,” which was submitted by the
sresident, was received with enthusiasm.
n responding, Colonel S. Price Wair re-
ferred to the good quulities of ecach officer,
(aptain larenze, who has alwave becn
clogely assocm“k"dted v;;it.h uu]al 791_5: Lnfaim,ry.
slso responded. “Farewell and a safe re-
turn t&‘.:pl.hc afficers of the 70th Infantry
Wwas Iop Lieutenant Cornish, He
said every officer present waa proud to be-
long to that ever-widening and increasing
firm of John Ball and Co., and if uny evi-
dence as to the loyalty of iis branches wus
necded it wee preseat thst evemng. In
conclusion, hbe q‘nor,ed!.0 the w;»l{-k.nown
lines—“Be: copy, tuen, men of grosser
blood, und tmich them how to war.” All the
departing officers responded. They are:—
Colonel Weir, Captains lLorenzo, G. To
Redburg, . N. LeMessurier, a_.nd‘K. Try;
pnd Lieutepmnts F, G. Giles, K. Green, L
G. Hoimes, I, L. G. Smith, O. E. Brups,
A. H, Rowe, and H. C. Hmkln&c The
president expressed regret that com-
manding officer, Major W. B MeKeevor,
who 'im xﬁl{lnindigpu@tbq, was mb]e'w !l::
recent, An enjoyable programme wa
cl:,ontribnted by ¥r. Gordon Ja Lieuten-
ant (. Bath, and Mr. W. H. Bowden’s
siring bamd,
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Group portrait of the original officers of the 10th Battalion
prior to leaving Adelaide for Egypt.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL P01224.003

LG Holmes — Back Row — Third from Left

Left to right, back row: Lieutenant (Lt) Julius August William Kayser from Alberton, South Australia (later Major, killed in
action in France on 16 February 1917); Lieutenant (Lt) Clarence Rumball from Thebarton, South Australia; Lt Louis Gordon
Holmes from Norwood, South Australia; Lt Trevor Owen-Smyth from Adelaide, South Australia (later killed in action at
Gallipoli on 6 May 1915); Captain (Capt) Sydney Raymond Hall from Unley, South Australia (later killed in action at Gallipoli on
25 April 1915); Lt John Hamilton from Broken Hill, NSW (later Capt); Lt Alfred Cyril Sommerville from Croydon, South Australia;
Second Lieutenant (2nd Lt) David Leslie Todd from Adelaide (later Capt); and Lt Albert John Bryne from Broken Hill (later killed
in action at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915).

Middle row: Lt Mervyn James Herbert from Brighton, South Australia (later Major (Maj)); Lt Keith Eddowes Green from
Prospect, South Australia (later killed in action at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915); Lt Robert James Mansfield Hooper from Alberton
(later killed in action at Gallipoli on 27 May 1915); Lt Eric John Carl Stopp from Kent Town, South Australia; Lt Hector Roy
Heming from North Adelaide; Lt Eric Wilkes Talbot Smith, (later died of wounds in Egypt on 30 April 1915); Lt Herbert
Champion Hosking from St Peters, South Australia; and Capt Harold William Hastings Seager from Adelaide (later Maj and
awarded MC).

Front row: Lt Eric James Sexton from Alberton (later Maj); Capt George Dorricutt Shaw from Hindmarsh, South Australia (later
Maj); Maj Miles Fitzroy Beevor from Unley, South Australia (later Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col)); Capt Harry Carew Nott (Medical
Officer) from Lower Mitcham, South Australia (later Lt Col); Maj Frederick William Hurcombe, Second in Charge (2IC) from
Mile End, South Australia (later Lt Col and MID); Colonel Stanley Price Weir (Commanding Officer) from St Peters (later
awarded DSO); Capt Francis Maxwell de Flayer Lorenzo (Adjutant) from Westbourne Park, South Australia (later Lt Col and
awarded DSO); Capt Charles Francis Minagall (Quartermaster) from Goodwood, South Australia (Later Maj); Capt Edward
Castle Oldham from Hackney, South Australia (later Maj and killed in action at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915); Capt Ross Blyth
Jacob from Kadina, South Australia (later Lt Col); and Lt Vernon Hermann Robley from Gilberton, South Australia. Absent: Lt
William Stanley Frayne from Mile End, South Australia, (later killed in action at Gallipoli on 6 August 1915); Lt Charles Percy
Farrier from Broken Hill (later killed in action at Gallipoli on 9 May 1915); Lt Felix Giles from Maylands, South Australia (later
Lt Col); 2nd Lt Noel Medway Loutit from St Peters (later Lt Col); Lt William Howard Perry from Broken Hill (later Capt and
awarded MC); and Captain George Ernest Redburg from Norwood, South Australia (later Maj).




Louis departed from Australia on the 20™ October 1914 on board Transport A11 Ascanius on 20 October 1914 and
arrived at the Mena Camp Egypt before Christmas 1914.

He was promoted to lieutenant on 1st February 1915 and was attached to the 3™ Brigade. He was made permanent
Orderly Officer to Colonel Sinclair MacLagan and had a lot to do with Major Brand, the Brigade Major of the 3™
Brigade.

Outdoor group portrait of officers of the 10th Infantry Battalion
using a wagon as a grandstand to watch a battalion sports carnival
at Mena Camp Egypt, Christmas 1914.
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P02321 .004

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

LG Holmes — On Wagon — Fourth from Right

The officers are from left to right: Captain (Capt) Mervyn James Herbert from Brighton, South Australia (later Major (Maj));
Capt Felix Gordon Giles from Marylands, South Australia (later Maj and awarded DSO); Lieutenant (Lt) William Howard Perry
from Broken Hill, NSW (later Capt and awarded MC); Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) Stanley Price Weir from St Peters, South
Australia, the battalion Commanding Officer (later awarded DSO); Lt Herbert Champion Hosking from St Peters; Maj Miles
Fitzroy Beevor from Unley, South Australia (later Lt Col); Capt Francis Maxwell de Frayer Lorenzo from Westbourne, South
Australia, Adjutant (later Lt Col and awarded DSO); Lt John Hamilton from Broken Hill (later Capt); Lt Hector Roy Heming from
North Adelaide; Lt Louis Gordon Holmes from Norwood, South Australia; Capt George Dorricutt Shaw from Hindmarsh, South
Australia (later Maj); Lt Alfred Cyril Sommerville from Croydon, South Australia; Lt Trevor Owen-Smyth from Adelaide (killed
in action at Gallipoli on 6 May 1915).

(Note the date on the print is incorrect - it should read "Xmas 1914").




"AUSTRALIANS IN TURKEY!" Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954)
1 May 1915
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article§9144018

| The Australiun Forces.

The fivat contipgent of the Australian
furcee, which ni‘}ez for Egypt, and which
has been undergoing training there for
nearly  six months, consisted of alLout
30 000 men, the  genera! ofMcer
commanding being Major-Genern] idges,
and the staff officers, Lieutenant-Colonel
White, Majors (lasford, Blameir. and
Captain  Grifichs.  The 8rd Infantry
Brizade consists of the Queensiand, Sou:
Aupstra’ian, Western Aastralian, and Tas
manan  troops.  The 10th Battalion
isouth Auatralia) ig commanded by Lieu-
tenant-Colonel 8. 1. Weir, with Major I,
W. Hurombe second in command, The
adjutant s Captain F. M. lovenzo, the
l\ll&l'(k‘l‘lllasu‘l‘ Captain (. F. Minagal,
the trausport officer Second-Lieutenant
T, 0. Smyth, and the s.gnalling officer
Captain 8, R, Hall.  Captain Harry Nott
is the wmedical ofticer. The company
coopmanders are Alajor Beevor, Uaptains
I, (. Oldham, R. B. Jacved, (. E. Red-
irg, G 1, Shaw, M, J, Herbert, H, \W.
If. Seager, and Licutepants F. (:. Giles
und K. K. Green, The subalterns are
lieutenants K. J. Sexton, A. J. Byrne.
.. 4, Holm H. (. Hos'&inw, E. W. T
Smith, and Second-Lieutenants D,  l.
Todd, W. 5. Frayne, A. (. Somerville,
| DY O Sm’pp . R. Heming, C. PI.
Farrier, R. J. M. Hooper, N. M. Lou-
tit, W. H. Perry, J. Hamiiton, and (.
Rumbal,  The officer of the machine-
un scetion s Second-Liegtenant V., H.
Woley. The 3rd Regiment of the Ist
Lizht }orse s commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel . M. Rowell.

On the 2™ March 1915 Louis left Egypt via Alexandrina onboard the HT “lonian” bound for Gallipoli. The 3™ Brigade,
consisting of the 9, 10", 11" and 12" Battalions, was the covering force (first to land) at Gallipoli. In this position
Louis would have been at the forefront of the happenings of the Landing.



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89144018

Louis was made Captain on 26 April 1915, the day after the Landing.

A telegram dated the 23™ June 1915 advised Louis’ parents that Louis had been wounded but not seriously and a
newspaper article was published two days later giving biographical details relating to Louis’ life. Tragically by the
time the telegram was sent Louis had died of the wounds he had suffered.

"Biographical Particulars." The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931)

25 June 1915
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5472521

[ CAPTAIN L. G, HOLMES.

tain L. Gordon Holmes, only son of
Df”!lulmr-, of \'orwmtl, has Deen
wounded in the Dardane]cs, Captain
Holmes, who waa well known as an
athiete, ‘eft Adelnwle as 2 lisnienant of
the 10ty Batwabion, and was promoted
to captin an Fgypl, where e was
ADC, 10 Brngadier  Maclagan, on the
headquarters staff of the 3rnd Brigade,
with Major Brand. Captain Holmes was

in Tasmanix and edacated ot Wes.
iey College, Melbourne, where he gained
his hius for foothall and cownz  He
attended  the Umiversity, wherp ne bl
a wsuccessiul s noasty carcer, and on
the athletic wmide 2e wag iy the Unyver-
sty rowing and foothall teams. He aso
rowed in the Scath Aomralian team,
Captain Holmea before the war was
:ch!'inx for & military career, e in
widely ,ropu‘.n. and his maony nends,
while pleased with  Sis promotion, all
regret that he has been wounded  and
wish him a speedy resover,

Death

On 13" June 1915 Louis was heading back to his dugout after a swim in the Cove when the guns from the Olive
Grove opened up and he was wounded by ‘Beachy Bill’.

‘Beachy Bill’ was the collective nickname given to a battery of Turkish guns located in a position known as the "Olive
Grove". The guns were constantly seeking out targets on the beach at Anzac Cove.

Louis was evacuated onboard the Hospital Ship ‘Gascon' but his gunshot wound to the stomach proved fatal and he
died on 23" June 1915. He buried at sea by Chaplain Lee Warner, 3 miles off Gaba Tepe on the 24" June 1915.

As Louis was buried at sea he was later commemorated at the Lone Pine Memorial (Panel 12), Gallipoli, Turkey. The
Lone Pine Memorial, situated in the Lone Pine Cemetery at Anzac, is the main Australian Memorial on Gallipoli.

Louis is also commemorated at the Australian War Memorial and the North Road Cemetery, Adelaide (Path 34
South, Plot 5078).
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"LATE CAPT HOLMES." Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 17 July 1915
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article164194749

LATE CAPT. HOLMES. 1
Surgeon-Capt. l.ouis G. Holmes, of
Parade, Norwood, has received news that
his oul) son (L«pt L. Gordon Holmes)
has died at Alexandria (Egypt) as the
result of wounds sustained in the fighting
at the Dardanelles. Deceased, who was
born at Launaston, Tesmania, was 22
ears of age. He was educated at the
tch Col (Launceelon), the Wesley
College (Melbourne), and the Adelaide
University. As an athlete, he was a mem-

LATE CAPT. HOLMES,
of Norwood, died from wounds received at the
Dardanelles.

ber of the University football team for
wwo years, and was also in its rowing eight,
and once was selected in a crew to repre-
gent South’ Australia in interstate eon-
tests. Taking up eoldiering as a profes-
siom, he att several infantry schools
in this State. When war wae declared
he wu a lieutenant, and in command of

r?my in the 79th R ent. He
en)u ulnnedhuly and, after arriving
at Gallipoli promoted {o be a eap-
tain. tfn ndmg there he was among
thoﬁuttomch the summit of the ridge
which had to be stormed at the outeet.
His father, who bn& for manLyuu at
lmmcu-on wae i

from t t'g.ty wbo mnt to Hohrt
lo ke in conmec-
tion wi tbcnloou toKmaGntloV

and Queen when, as the Duke and
Duchess n.x,n.,, isited the Conw
mol_uulltiinlwl. Y

Profiler’s Note: Louis is incorrectly described as Surgeon-Captain instead of Captain in this article.
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"THE LATE CAPTAIN L. G. HOLMES." Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 17 July 1915
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89143592

THE LATE CAPTAIN L. G. HOLMES.

Captain L. Gordon Ho'mes, only son of
Dr. Holmes, of Norwood, has ded from
wounds he meive:{onn the Dardanelles.
Captain Holmes, who was well known as
an athlete, left Adelnide as a leutenant
o? the 10th Battalion, and was promoted
to captain in Egypt, where he wus A.D.C.
to Brigadier Maclagan, on the headguirters
staffl of the 3rd Br.gade, with Ma'or Brand,

Captain L. G, Holmes
(Killed).

Caplain Holmes was born in Tasmania and
educated nt Wes'ey College, Melbourne,
where he gained his blue for football and
rowing. He attended the University, w!lere
ho had a suicesfiu]l » holastic carecr, and
on the athletic side he wan in the Univer
sity rowing and footbual, teams. He also
vorwe d in poe South Agsindian crew. Cip-
tain Holmms before the war was studying
flor a tnilitary carcer. He was widely popa-
ar,
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article203545076

"Varsity Club.
correspondent writes: —Follow of
the University Club will £ hetr of
death from wounds L. G,

oeiverd hia blne for foothall.  He wos also &
fgr-cj cdmmrmn, abd toaed a e Loy
ik, besidie huving been chy—cn oo ropr
sl South Ausitdla in e intersiaie oun
=i, He wes wiwave a keen soldior, wnd
m o of 13e ot W \'m!unwrz'wh-m L
Al e Our deepas eympathies g ot
‘0 ae bereaved parenis.  Tplversiiy have

"FOOTBALL." The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 16 July 1915

Yedr s

Lapt.

done viey well the way of volunteens,
Las!, ng’n p Pt
captain

4t the front or in camp. of those
ho voluntesred ars R E A d,
e e L L,

viceoaplan. end Lk
and vieecapiain, are either

De Ruvigny's Roll of Honour, 1914-1919

HOLMES, LOUIS GORDON, Capt., 3rd Infantry Brigade, Australian Tinperial
Yoree, naly s of Dr. Touls Saroger Holmes, of Norwood, Adelaide, by his wife,
Lucy Mary, dau, of the Rev, John Mewton ; 6 Launceston, Tasmania, 7 July,

Louis Gordon Holmes.

183982 ; studied for the Army, and took special
subjeetz at the Adeladde TUniversity and was
gazetted 2nd Lient to the 79th Infantry Battu.
of the Commonweslth Army 28 Feb., 1913, and
after the outbreak of the European War, Lieut.
to the 10th Infantry DDattn, of the Flrst Aus-
tralian Expeditionary Yoree, with which he left
Australia in Oct. 1814, Arriving in Egypt, he
spent 2everal months in training with bis pattn.,
and carly in 1915 was appointed A.D.C. to the
Brigadier. He took part in the famous landing
and the opening vngagements of the Australians
at Gaba Tepe in the Dardanelles. 1e landed
on 25 April and the following day was promotad
to a captaincy, He died 23 June, 1915, on
board the Hospital Ship Gascon, near Gaba
Tepe from shrapnel wounds received in action.
Col. Maclagan, writing of the loss the brigade had
sustained, said, “ Capt. Holmes was beloved
by all and one of the most unselfish of men,
brave and courageous under all eircuvmstances.”
Capt. Holmes excelied in nearly every branch

of athleties and was endowed with an extraordinarily good physique. He got
his ** Blue ** az head of the river at the Wesley College Public School, Melbourne,
and also his' Blue * for rowing and football a2 an Undergraduate of Adelaide Uni-
versity.  For three years he was captain of his school Scoteh College, Launceston,
Tasmania. He was chogen in 1912 to row in the loter-state ““ elght ** for South
Australia. To his other athletic accomplishments if may be added that he was
distinguizhed in hie regt. for his expert use of the gloves,
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Lone Pine Memorial, Turkey

Australian War Memorial

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1636000/

Louis Gordon Holmes's name is located at panel 59 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial (as
indicated by the poppy on the plan).

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee)



https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1636000/
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