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Capt. Gilbert Aberdein Harvey
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25" November 1917

MOBILITATE VIGEMUS

Football Club: A Grade and Intervarsity 1907
MB BS Adelaide 1911

Resident Medical Officer Adelaide Children’s Hospital




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is
to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will
be recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Gilbert
Aberdein Harvey. It is compilation of information and
photographs collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




Published Biography

Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who served in World War 1.

Verco, Summers, Swain and Jelly 2014.

MB BS

i

1886 - 1917

Gilbert Aberdein Harvey was born in Adelaide on
the 22nd June 1886. He was the son of James Harvey
of Adelaide and his wife Jessie Matilda (Maud).
James Harvey came from Aberdeen in Scotland
and immigrated to Australia when he was 18 years
old. He moved to South Australia about 1864 and
in 1872, acted as attorney for Sir Walter Hughes
until Hughes’ death in 1888. James Harvey became
a leading businessman in Adelaide for many years.
He was a director of Messrs. Elder, Smith, and Co.,
and at the time of his death he was also chairman
of directors of the Adelaide Steamship Company, the
Bank of Adelaide, the Commercial Union Assurance
Company, the Adelaide Steam Tug Company, and
the Wallaroo and Moonta Mining and Smelting
Company. Gilbert Aberdein Harvey was educated at
Queens School, North Adelaide in 1903 and studied
medicine at the University of Adelaide, graduating in
1911. He then became a resident medical officer at the
Adelaide Children’s Hospital.

Harvey joined the RAMC in England at the outbreak
of WW1. He was attached to the 1st Battalion, Kings
Own Royal Lancaster Regiment. Harvey married
Elspeth, eldest daughter of Mr George Young and
the Hon. Mrs. Young, of Bude, Cornwall on the 29th

t+ HARVEY Gilbert Aberdein

September 1917. Two months later on 25th November
1917 Gilbert Aberdein Harvey was wounded and died
on the Western Front. He is buried at Duisans British
Cemetery, Etrun, France.

It was recorded in the Adelaide Register on 3rd
September 1918 that the will of Gilbert Aberdein
Harvey, who died in France, has been admitted
to probate in England. The estate was left for the
benefit of the widow after the payment of three small
legacies. The bequests were given in November 1919
to the Adelaide Children’s Hospital which received
£500. It was presented by his widow Elspeth Harvey;
800 guineas also' endowed a cot in his memory,
and the balance of £185 entitled Mrs Harvey to a
life governorship of the hospital. Gilbert Harvey’s
younger brother Leslie Morison Harvey, born on the
6th February 1888, also served in France.

Sources:

Photo IWM England

Reference: WO339/13525, the National Archives Kew, London.
Former references: in its original department: 29234, Legal
status: Public Record.”

Adelaide Register 11th October 1917

Adelaide Register 3rd September 1918

Additional Biography

Early Life

Gilbert Aberdein Harvey was born on the 22" June 1886, the elder of two sons of James Harvey and Jessie Matilda

(Maud) Roe. Gilbert’s brother, Leslie Morison Harvey was born in 1988.

Gilbert’s father was born in Scotland. He was a prominent Adelaide businessman and was the director of many

companies including Elder, Smith and Co, Adelaide Steamship Co. and the Bank of Adelaide.

Schooling

Gilbert passed the Preliminary Examinations in October 1900, aged 14 years. He attended Queen’s School, North

Adelaide from at least 1901.




Gilbert won the School Cup at the Queen’s School annual sports in 1901. Two years later his brother, Leslie won the

cup with Gilbert coming second in the 100 yards Senior Championship and the 120 yards flat events. In 1902, 1905
and 1906, Gilbert was an official at the school sports.

In 1902, Gilbert passed six subjects in the Junior Examinations (Latin, French, Arithmetic, Algebra, Physics and
Inorganic Chemistry). In December 1903 he passed five subjects in the Senior Examinations (English Literature,

History, Arithmetic and Algebra, Geometry and Physics). He passed the Senior Examination in French (with credit) in
March 1903 under the tutorship of FA d’Arenberg.

In December 1904 Gilbert passed a further four Senior Examinations (English Literature, Latin, Arithmetic and
Algebra and Geometry).

University

Gilbert commenced studying medicine at the University of Adelaide in 1905. His student card for the years 1909 and
1910 is below.

In fourth year (1910), Gilbert was a representative on the committee of the University Medical Students Society. He
was on the committee which organised the University Sports Association annual ball from 1910-1912.

Gilbert gained his MB BS in December 1911.

1906 — Adelaide University Medical Faculty
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GA Harvey — Third Row from Front — Seventh from Left




Adelaide University - Student Card for GA Harvey

University Sport

Athletics

Gilbert competed at the Adelaide University Sports in August 1905, coming third in the 220 yards flat.
Football

Gilbert played football for the Adelaide University Football Club in a match against Wesley College in 1905 and in a
match against Geelong College in 1907.

He played for the Adelaide University Football Club in the Adelaide & Suburban Association competition in 1907 and
was a member of the 1907 Intervarsity team.




1907 — Adelaide University — Intervarsity Football Team

rsity Football Team 1907

ack Rows: W AV Orew, LK Haslam, € L Baylie, G A Harvey, G L Catchlovs, A € Wikon, D R Cowan
Centre Raw! Fiona, W 0 Angwin, M H Moyes, T M Oonneflyfcaptl, € € Delling. € F Drew.

Front Row: 5 D Risald, [ M Malder, 1 Jones, U W D Soddart, S W helfries.

GA Harvey - Back Row - Fourth from Left

Lacrosse

Gilbert was associated with the Adelaide University Lacrosse Club from 1097 and ha was included in the 1907
Intervarsity team photograph. He was an emergency back for the Adelaide University Lacrosse team for the
Intervarsity match in August 1909. He played B Grade lacrosse for University in 1911 and was a member of the B
Grade Premiership team that year. He was also listed as an emergency for the 1911 Intervarsity match.

1907 - Adelaide University — Intervarsity Lacrosse Team

GA Harvey — Back Row - Far Left
Back: G.A.Harvey, C.E.Dolling, L.W.Jeffries, D.R.W.Cowan, R.J.Rudall (mngr), D.M.Steele, H.K.Fry, 0.M.Moulden, E.C.Black.
Middle: C.Yeatman, L.O.Betts (vice capt), R.A.Goode (capt), S.J.K.McClennan, G.C.Campbell, E.A.H.Russell (sec).
Front: R.J.Verco, M.Ericksen. Held in Melbourne, won by Adelaide 11-2




"LACROSSE PREMIERSHIP, 1911." - Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 26 August 1911
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88689420

LACROSSE PREMIERSHIP, 191l.

UNIVERSITY B GRADE TEAM: WINNFRS
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GA Harvey — Middle Row - Far Left

Other Sports
Gilbert attended Mr F Charlton’s School of Arms and in October 1909 he was one of the students who gave a

demonstration of boxing.

"BOXING DEMONSTRATION."
The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 1 October 1906
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article56686043

The best exhibition of the
eveamg came from the Harvey Brothers,
two well set up men, whose boxmg was
the triest advertisement on the wme
for lr’ (‘.“hr:kmn tuition 2 long.r
reach of G. A. Harvey gave him o t
advantape over his brother, but theym
very well matched.

Gilbert also played tennis and was an entrant in the South Australian Lawn Tennis Tournament held in March 1912.



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88689420
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article56686043

Career

Having gained his MB BS, Gilbert became a fully registered medical practitioner in December 1911 and was
appointed a resident medical officer at the Adelaide Hospital for 1913. Some of his time as a resident was spent at
the Adelaide Children’s Hospital.

"MEDICAL BOARD."
Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 15 December 1911
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105206548

MEDICAL BOARD.

The monthly mectting of the South
Australian Medical Board was bheld n
the Adelaide Hospital on Thursday
afternoon, when the following  were
prmt :—Dr. T. K- me‘lton {presi-
N :!#R‘n& m‘i’féw

Cl’. an gers,
(Mr. Medlyn). The followng wemw
registered as legally qualified medical
itoners tn and for the State of
th Austraba:—Kneebone, Jnhn ie
Messuner; Hains, Ivan Corone!
Adol Oswald Russell, Emest A!bq‘
Hm : Muirhead, Leonard Grasme;
Wiliam Malcolm; Pitcher.
Cyrﬂ Fredcnck Wilten, Archibald
Harvey, Gilbert Aberdein;
Stoddut Harrold William Downing;
Dolling, Charles Edward; Drew,
Charles Francis; Donnelly, Tbomu
Hugh; Moffatt, Mayr ]osephmc.
Tho Edward Brocke, all M.B.,
‘\ael r1; and Holmes, Lrouis
Saenzu L.RC.P- & S. Edin., L.F.P,
and S. Glas., 1887,

— ——

By February 1913, Gilbert was the Acting-Medical Superintendent of the Adelaide Hospital.

"DR. HARVEY'S STATEMENT"
Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 24 February 1913
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105283524

OR. HARVEY'R STATEMENT

orrmn?‘b:xbmmm(m

stateq that Oram was .WN

mum“usm on Bunr~

day. Bhe was unconscions and

that ’&mwugfaﬁ‘“
Iywol. nwm.lrwndu "u_
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105206548
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105283524

Gilbert attended the University Ball in June 1913.

In September 1913, Gilbert resigned from his position at the Adelaide Hospital and left on a trip to the Far East and

Europe. It was his intention at that time to be absent for twelve months.

World War |

Gilbert enlisted in the Royal Army Medical Corp shortly after the outbreak of World War 1. His

Service Record is held at the National Archives in the UK and is not available digitally. He served with the Royal Army
Medical Corps attached to 1st Battalion King's Own (Royal Lancaster).

In January 1915, Gilbert’s brother, Leslie, left for England with the intention of volunteering for the front. Leslie

joined the Royal Field Artillery. He was a Lieutenant at the time of his marriage in June 1916 to Llevelys Thomas, the
daughter of Mr J Edwin Thomas, Ruthven mansions, Pulteney St, Adelaide. Leslie was awarded the Military Cross in

June 1916 and he later rose to the rank of Major.

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) 3 June 1916
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59378045

HARVEY -THOMAS.

On Thureday, June l.uSt; Margaret's,
Westminster, London, the - i

of Mr. J. } 'l'h:&. A
ven Pulteney street, t.
Teslie Harvey, RF A,y son of the
late Mr. James Harvey, North Ade-

The of Miss Thomas's marriage
mcb::.bbam. 8

Tragically for the Harvey brothers their parents both passed away in late 1915, Jessie in September and James in
November. James Harvey left a substantial estate with each of the boys inheriting in the order of £80,000.

"DEATH OF MR. JAMES HARVEY."

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 2 December 1915
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209591729

DEATH OF MR. JAMES
HARVEY.

Mr. James Harvey, who held a prominent
place in commercjaf circles in Adelaide,
died at his residence, Wellington-square,
North Adelaide, on Thursday moning, atter
an illness that lasted about three months.
He was a native of Scotland, having been
born at Aberdeen 78 years ago. At the
age of 18 vears he set out for Australia,
and for nine years lived in Vietoria.
He was engaged in a bank for a
part of that time, and afterwards en-
tered the Civil Service. In about 186¢ he
removed to Adelaide, and received ap-
pointments as secretary of several mining
[companies. For 18 months he held these
positions, and then relinquished them in
appeintment as

order to _accept an |
superintendent ~of the smeltinz works
at Wallaroo. While performing those
duties Mr. Harvey was brought necessarily,
into close contact with business affairs, in|
which the Jate Sir Walter Hughes was in-
terested, and at the latter's request Mr.

The late Mr. J. Harvey.

' Harvey returned to Adelaide in 1872, and
|acted as attorney lor Sir Walter Hughes
until that*gentleman’s death in 1888. Mr.
|JTarvey confined his activities to business
circles, and took no prominent part in poli-
| tical or civic affairs. For many years he
was a director of Messrs. Elder, Smith, and
Co., and at the time of his death he
was also chairman of directors of
the Adelaide Stcamsh:;p Company, the
Rank of Adelaide, the Commercial Union
| Assurance Company, the Adelaide Steam-
tug Company, and the  Wallaroo
and Moonta Mining and Smelting Com-

any. In 1884 Mr. Harvey married 2

aughter of the latz Mr. J. H. Roe, and
his wife died as recently as September 13
Jast  The deceased left two sons—Dr. Gil-
pert Harvey and Mr. Leslie Harvey, both
of whom are serving with the colors in
France.



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59378045
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209591729

Gilbert’s engagement to Elspeth Young was announced in the The Times (London, England), Saturday, Jul 07, 1917;
pg. 9; Issue 41524,

ThCArmm G. A. HARVEY AND Miss Yoone. .

¢ engagement is announced of Captain Gilbert

?bc:dem Hpgcy. R.AM.C., elder son of the m

Hi e s, e Rl ot
: * 0 .

Mrs. Young, of Bude, Cornwa{l. s m, o

On the 29™ September 1917, Gilbert married Elspeth, the daughter of Mr George and the Hon Mrs Young, of Bude,
Cornwall.

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 11 October 1917
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60327847

mvu’:zwso.—o- the 20th September,
n Gervey, RAMC. N o & b
A

At B, e e e o

the Hoo, M Young, of Bude,

Studio portrait of Captain (Capt) Gilbert Aberdein Harvey and Elspeth Young
on their wedding day.



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60327847
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Capt GA Harvey

Death

Gilbert passed away on active service of wounds on the 25" November 1917 in France, aged 31. He is buried at the
Duisans British Cemetery, Duisans, Arras, Nord Pas de Calais, France. The inscription on Gilbert’s grave reads
“Faithful unto Death”. Gilbert left an estate valued at just under £80,000, being mainly his inheritance from his
father’s estate.

The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 30 November 1917
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article201916858

"COONAWARRA." Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA : 1861 - 1954) 18 December 1917
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article77671275

At tue conclusion of the Red Cross
Fair the Chairman (M. J, Darwent)
made feeling referenee 1o the great
loss Mrs, Alexander had systainod, She
had on Monday received word that Dr.
Gilbert A, Harvey, the eldest son of
her late birother, Mr. Jamex Harvev
hiad died from wonnds received while
serving hisx country a' the front, He
(elt sure thiat they would )l sympath-
ise with Mrs, Alexander in the loss of
a mueh loved relative,



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article201916858
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article77671275

As Gilbert served in the RAMC his name is listed in the Commemorative Roll at the Australian War Memorial. Gilbert
is also remembered at the family burial plot at North Road Church of England Cemetery, Nailsworth, South Australia
(Row 7 North - East Side). A cot to his memory was endowed at the Adelaide Children’s Hospital.

"THE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL." The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931)
4 November 1919
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5640211

Five
mandred pounds was also presented by the widow
of Dr. Gilbert Aberdein Harvey, who a few vears
ago was resident medical officer of the hospital,
800 guineas of which endowed a cot to his me-
mory, and the balance of £185 entitles Mrs. Har-
vey t0 a life governorship

Duisans British Cemetery, France



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5640211
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Record of Medals

Gilbert’s war medals were sent to his widow (Elspeth).

Elspeth had remarried Captain MF Dudgeon, MC. Inniskilling Dragoons, on the 9" July 1919 at Brompton Parish
Church, London. The couple then lived at ‘The Hollies’, Easingwold, Yorkshire, UK.

Leslie Morison Harvey

Gilbert’s brother, Leslie returned to Australia in August 1919.

Leslie and Llevelys had two children Alain Morison Harvey and Llevelys Herries Harvey. Tragically both children pre-
deceased their parents.

Alain joined the RAAF in on the 21" July 1941. He was killed in action on the night of 23-24 May 1943 in a flying
battle over Dortmund, Germany, aged 22. Llevelys Herries Harvey passed away in 1958, aged 37.

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer(AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee)
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