
 
 

Capt. John Wesley Blacket 
† 

4th July 1916 
 

 

Played with Adelaide University  

 

Football Club:  1912 - 14 (A Grade - Captain & Coach) 

(Intervarsity 1908, 1910-12, 1914) 

Cricket Club:  1908/09 - 1913/14    (A & B Grade) 

Double Blue (Football 1912, Cricket 1915) 

Arts Student (1906 - 1913) & Teacher - PAC (1906 - 1914) 



 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University Football 

and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who served in the 

Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on hold their 

academic, professional and sporting careers for King and Country in 

the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial 

Committee is endeavouring to identify every one of our players who 

served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their sacrifices 

and further contributions to society will be recognised by future 

generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket bearing a 

plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of John Wesley 

Blacket.  It is compilation of information and photographs collected 

from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 

 



The AIF Project 

 

John Wesley BLACKET 
 

Place of birth Gumeracha, South Australia 

Religion Methodist 

Occupation Teacher 

Address Norwood, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 28 

Next of kin Father, Rev J Blacket, 17 Sydenham Road, Norwood, South Australia 

Enlistment date 16 February 1915 

Rank on enlistment Lieutenant Adjutant 

Unit name 27th Battalion, A Company 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/44/1 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT 

A2 Geelong on 31 May 1915 

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain 

Unit from Nominal Roll 7th Infantry Brigade Headquarters 

Recommendations (Medals and Awards) Mention in Despatches 
 

'For conspicuous good work with his Bn and while acting as Bde Major from 

March to June 1916 when he was killed.' 

Awarded, and promulgated, 'London Gazette', second Supplement, No. 

29890, 2 January 1917; 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 103, 29 June 1917. 

Recommendation date: 17 September 1916 

Date of death 4 July 1916 

Age at death from cemetery records 30 

Place of burial La Plus Douve Farm Cemetery (Plot I, Row B, Grave No. 9), Ploegsteert, 

Belgium 

Panel number, Roll of Honour, 

  Australian War Memorial 

109 

Miscellaneous information from 

  cemetery records 

Commemorated in Payneham Cemetery, South Australia. Parents: John (d. 

7 June 1935, aged 79; bu. Payneham) and Martha J. (d. 7 December 1926, 

aged 62; bu. Payneham) BLACKET, Salisbury, South Australia. Native of 

Gumeracha, South Australia 

Family/military connections Brother: [1667] Lt Joseph Arnold BLACKET, 27th Bn, killed in action, 10 june 

1918. 

Other details War service: Egypt, Gallipoli, Western Front 
Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal 



Service Record 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3088135 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3088135


Published Biography 
 
Norwood Football Club, South Australia 
 
http://www.redlegsmuseum.com.au/ON_FIELD/PLAYERS/BLACKET__John.aspx 
 
 

 
 
 
Note – Jack commenced at PAC in 1901. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.redlegsmuseum.com.au/ON_FIELD/PLAYERS/BLACKET__John.aspx


Biography  

 
Early Life 
 
John Wesley Blacket was born on the 20th July 1886, the eldest of fifteen children born to Rev John Blacket and his 
wife Martha Jane (Pattie) Fidler. Jack was born at Gumeracha, SA. John was known as Wes within his family but his 
friends called him Jack.  
 
Jack’s siblings were Phoebe Matilda (b 1887), Caleb Edward (b 1889), Leonard Whitefield (b 1888), Hilda Kathleen 
(b 1891), Ruth Fidler (b 1892), Maurice Newton (b 1893), Joseph Arnold (b 1894), Samuel Bertram (b 1895), Minnie 
Constance (b 1897), Florence Martha (b 1898), Harry (b & D 1899)1Arthur Howard (b 1901), Cyril Augustine (b 1904) 
and Kenneth Bernard (b 1906). 
 
Jack’s father, Rev John Blacket, was a minister in the Methodist Church and he went on to serve in thirteen 
Methodist circuits in South Australia, most of them in the country. His biography can be read on the Australian 
Dictionary of Biography at http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/blacket-john-5259. He wrote eight books of philosophy 
and history, most famously "History of South Australia" about the first thirty years of South Australian settlement. 
 

1910 – The Blacket Family 

 

JW Blacket – Back Row – Third from Right 

Back Row: Caleb, Maury (Maurice), John (Father), Wes (John Wesley), Len (Leonard) and Joe (Joseph Arnold) 
Middle: Hilda, Minnie, Ruth, Cyril, Martha (Mother) with Bern (Kenneth Bernard aka Bernie), Phoebe and Florence 

Bert (Samuel Bertram), Arthur and Mick (the dog) 
 

Photograph supplied by: 
Michael Blacket son of Graham Blacket (the third of four children of Bernie and Edna Blacket) 

Names provided by Gladys Edna Blacket (Michael’s grandmother) 

 
1 Neither the birth nor the death of Harry appears in South Australian Births, Deaths and Marriages records. This was common 
for still births or for children who died soon after birth. Information supplied from Blacket family history by Michael Blacket. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/blacket-john-5259


Schooling 

 
While one newspaper report at Jack’s passing suggests that Jack commenced school at Prince Alfred College in 1891 
this is not correct. Jack may have commenced his schooling at Petersburg (now Peterborough) where his father was 
the minister from 1888 to April 1891. Rev John Blacket was then at Yorketown, Gumeracha, Koolunga (mid North), 
Melrose and Angaston. 
 
Jack passed his Preliminary Examinations in September 1900 however the newspaper reports relating to the results 
did not include the schools. It was when the Rev John Blacket was based at Angaston in 1901 that Jack commenced 
at PAC; he was then aged 14 years.  
 
Jack completed his Junior (Latin, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry and inorganic Chemistry), Senior (German, 

Arithmetic and Algebra, Geometry (credit), Chemistry and Trigonometry) and Higher Public Examinations (German) 

from 1901 - 1904 at Prince Alfred College. 

 

Jack passed Latin in the Special Senior Examinations in March 1906 under the tutorship of Mr DH Hollidge. He was 

awarded an evening scholarship at the University of Adelaide in April 1906. 

 

Now 18 years of age, he was an emergency for the 1904 Inter-collegiate football match against St Peter's College. It 

appears that Jack replaced Shearer in the team line up as he appears in the 1904 Inter-collegiate team photograph 

below. Jack was not in the 1st XI cricket team for PAC. This belies his later success as a league footballer for Norwood 

and an A Grade cricketer for Adelaide University. 

 

Jack played football for the College in at least one match in 1905 when the College played Gawler Central at Gawler 

in June 1905. Jack was head of the Boarding School in 1905. 

 

  



1904 – Prince Alfred College Football Team 

 

JW Blacket – Middle Row – Second from Left 

 

"P.A.C. VERSUS GAWLER CENTRAL." 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 6 June 1905 

 

  



Career 
 

After completing his secondary schooling Jack was appointed to the teaching staff of Prince Alfred College. In 

addition to his teaching role, Jack studied part time at the University of Adelaide. Jack was actively involved in all 

aspects of the school in particular the Army Cadets and Football. He was on the committee that organised the PAC 

Sports and acted as a judge/starter and timekeeper at the event. Jack was on the committee of the PAC Old Scholars 

Association and he regularly competed in Past v Present and Old Scholars football and cricket matches. Under his 

leadership the PAC Cadet Team were State Champions in 1914. 

 

Masters of Prince Alfred College (Approx 1906-09) 

 

JW Blacket – Back Row – Far Right 

1911 - Prince Alfred College Football Team  

 

JW Blacket – Back Row – Far Right 



1912 - Prince Alfred College – Intercollegiate Athletic Sports Team  

 

J.W. Blacket Middle row far right 
 

1914 Prince Alfred College Cadets 

 

Capt. J.W. Blacket - seated centre (PAC Master &  Captain of the Cadets) 



1913 - Prince Alfred College – Old Scholars Football Team 

 

J.W. Blacket - Middle row – Fourth from Left 
 

1914 - Prince Alfred College – Old Scholars Football Team 

 

J.W. Blacket - Standing -4th from left 

  



1914 - Prince Alfred College Football Team

 

J.W. Blacket - Standing –Back Row – Far Right 

 
University 
 
Jack commenced studying toward his Bachelor of Arts and Adelaide University in 1906. He was awarded Evening 
Scholarships in March 1906, March 1907 and May 1908. He passed first year German in November 1907 and first 
year Mathematics in November 1912. Jack was still studying toward his BA when he enlisted for WWI. 
 

Adelaide University Student Card 

  



Sport 
 

Cricket 

Jack commenced playing cricket for the University of Adelaide in the 1908/09 season. He played in at least one game 

in his first season and was a regular in the team in the SACA B Grade competition in the 1909/10, 1910/11 and 

1911/12 seasons. Jack was a member of the side when University was defeated by East Torrens for the SACA B Grade 

premiership in May 1911. Jack’s statistics for the 1911 season were 14 innings, 203 runs with a high score of 55 not 

out and an average of 16.6.  

 

"UNIVERSITY." Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 6 May 1911 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article164723505 

 
 

Jack then played with University in the SACA A Grade competition in the 1912/13 and 1913/14 seasons. In his first 

season in the SACA A grade Jack statistics were 10 innings, 3 not out, 58 runs, highest score 27 and an average of 

7.37. Jack was the A Grade wicketkeeper. He was awarded a Blue for Cricket in 1915 making him a Double Blue.  

 

"UNIVERSITY." The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 21 April 1913 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article200873313 

 
  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article164723505
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article200873313


In March 1913, under Jack’s management, the University team made an enjoyable trip to the Barossa Valley in the 

Easter holidays. The team played a match against Angaston. 

 

"CRICKET." Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 29 March 1913 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88733762 

 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88733762


Jack was no longer eligible to play for AUCC in the 1914/15 season and it was suggested he would be playing for East 

Torrens for whom he was residentially bound. He does not appear to have played at East Torrens owing to his 

commitments with the Citizens Forces and his enlistment for WWI. The unavailability of other University players due 

to military service resulted in the cancellation of the 1915 Inter-'Varsity contest against Melbourne. 

Referee (Sydney, NSW : 1886 - 1939) 11 August 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article129355091 

 
 

Football 

Jack played football for the Norwood Football Club in the South Australian Football League during 1907-1909 

seasons. He played nine A Grade games in 1907 and two in 1909. Jack also represented Norwood at a match against 

the Gawler Association in August 1908. In a trial game before the 1909 season he was described as a sturdy fellow.  

 

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912) 21 August 1908 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article208639607 

 
 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 1 May 1909 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article164679814 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article129355091
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article208639607
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article164679814


In 1909 and 1911, Jack played football for the St Bartholomew’s Football Team and he was the team’s Vice Captain 

in the first year of the Amateur League competition in 1911. He represented the Amateur League at a match against 

the Gawler Association in July 1911. He scored 12 goals for St Bartholomew’s in the 1911 season.  

 

"FOOTBALL. AMATEUR LEAGUE'S GAWLER TRIP." 
 Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) 25 July 1911 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105325059 

 

 

1911 - St Bartholomew’s Team 

"AMATEUR FOOTBALL LEAGUE." 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 30 September 1911 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88738721 

 

JW Blacket – Middle Row (Seated) – Second from Left 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105325059
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88738721


Jack first represented Adelaide University in the Intervarsity match played against Melbourne University in 1908. He 

played in five Intervarsity matches (1908, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1914). There was no Intervarsity in 1909 and Jack 

was injured in 1913. He was awarded a Blue for Football in 1912 and was the captain of the 1914 Intervarsity team 

that defeated Melbourne for the first time. Jack also represented the University in matches against PAC in 1911, and 

St Peter’s College in 1912 and 1913. 

 

1908 Adelaide University Intervarsity Team 

 

J.W. Blacket – Front Row – Far Left 

Back row: G. Earle (boundary umpire), B. Hand (Hon. Sec.), H.V. Lampe, W.J. Ford (boundary umpire). 
3rd row: H. Humphries, R.H. Begg, S.W. Jeffries, H.S. Annells, V. Cresdee, W.W. Cooper, W.B. Angwin.  
2nd row: J. Jona, C.F. Drew, D.R.W. Cowan, H.W.D. Stoddart (Captain), W.A.V. Drew, A.C. Wilton, E. Holder. 
Front row: J.W. Blacket, R.A. Goode, H.R. Reynolds (Central umpire), L.H. Haslam, O.J. Murphy. 

 

 

JW Blacket – Back Row – Fifth from Right 



 

JW Blacket – Middle Row – Third from Right 

 

Jack played for the AUFC team in Amateur League competition from 1912-1914. He was the club Coach in 1913 and 

1914 and A Grade Captain in 1914. 

 

Adelaide University Football Club 

75th Anniversary 1906-1981 

 
 



World War I 
 
Jack was on the committee which organise a function at the Town Tall in October 1914 to farewell Old Collegians of 
St Peter’s and PAC who had joined the Australian Expeditionary Forces.  

 

"FAREWELL TO OLD COLLEGIANS OF THE AUSTRALIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE." 
Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940) 18 September 1914 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article214055888 

 
 
 
By the end of December 1914 it had been reported in the South Australian newspapers that Jack had volunteered for 
the Third Expeditionary Force and had been granted an extended leave of absence from PAC. Jack, as a member of 
the Citizens Forces was already involved in training recruits in camp and had organised the military sports at the 
Oaklands camp in December 1914. 

 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 30 December 1914 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59937296 

 

 
Jack applied for a commission in the AIF on the 30th January 1915. He was 5’10½” tall and weighed 154 lbs. Jack had 
been a Captain in the 78th Battalion Senior Cadets for 9 years and had served as Area Officer for 78B for three 
months prior to his application.  
 
He was appointed a Lieutenant in the 10th Battalion on the 10th February 1915. Jack was transferred to the 24th 
Battalion on the 16th March 1915 but was subsequently changed to the 27th Battalion. 
 
Jack was a judge at the PAC Sports on the 10th April 1915. 
 
He was also present at farewells given by the Cheer Up Society and the PAC Old Scholars Association in May 1915. 
 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article214055888
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59937296


"27 TH INFANTRY BATTALION." 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 24 April 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60744344 

 

 

"TO THE FRONT." 

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) 8 May 1915: 6 (SATURDAY'S NEWS SECTION 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59301050 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60744344
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59301050


"OLD P.A.C. BOYS ENTERTAINED." 

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 28 May 1915: 4 (SPECIAL WAR 

EDITIONhttp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209988086 

 

 
Jack’s unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A2 Geelong on 31 May 1915. The 27th arrived 
in Egypt and Jack was present at an Old Reds’ Smoke Social held in Cairo on the 16th July 1915.  
 

PAC Chronicle - 1915 

 
 

Jack was promoted to the rank of Captain on the 20th August 1915. On the 4th September 1915 he left with the 27th 
from Alexandrina, Egypt onboard the HT ‘Ivernia’. Prior to arrival at Gallipoli Jack had been the battalions Adjutant 
but due to a Major Padman being unfit, he was appointed to the command of ‘C’ Company of the 27th on the 10th 
September 1915. He was a member of the 27th Battalion which landed at Gallipoli on 13th September 2015. 
 
The battalion took over from the New Zealanders on Cheshire ridge and the trenches needed improving and it was 
during this that Jack was slightly wounded on 24th September 2015. He was the first officer from the 27th wounded at 
Gallipoli. He was wounded more seriously the next day by a bomb. His first wound was treated by the 7th Field 
Ambulance and the second by the 16th Casualty Clearing Station. 
 
On the 25th September 1915 he was transferred to the Hospital Ship “Grampion” and on the 28th September 1915 
the ‘Grampion’ departed from Mudros (a small Greek port on the Mediterranean island of Lemnos) bound for 
England.  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209988086


Jack’s younger brother Joseph enlisted on the 17th May 1915 and his unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on 

board HMAT A61 ‘Kanowna’ on 23 June 1915. Joe was a Corporal in the 27th Battalion and was at Gallipoli by the time 

Jack was wounded. Both the Blacket boys wrote to their parents in August 1915 (see below). 

 

 

"LETTERS FROM THE FRONT." 

Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940) 22 October 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article214059169 

 

 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article214059169


 

"LETTERS FROM THE FRONT." 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) 13 November 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article8655519 

 

 
 
On the 11th October 1915 Jack was admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital, England. When he has sufficiently 
recovered he was billeted at the home of Mrs Webb, Church St, Leatherhead, Surrey. Jack was eager to rejoin his 
battalion and wrote the War Office stating that he did not require leave.  

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article8655519


The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 
31 December 1915 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59985117 

 

 
On the 19th December 1915 Jack left England for Egypt onboard the HT ‘Ionic’ and arrived at Alexandrina, Egypt on 
the 2nd January 1916. He rejoined his battalion on the 11th January 1916 at Tel-el-Kebir, Egypt. Later in January he 
was appointed Adjutant and attached to the 7th Infantry Brigade Headquarters, Ismalia.  
 
On the return trip from England to Egypt, the HT ‘Ionic’ was somewhere Crete when it was narrowly missed by a 
torpedo fired from a submarine. 
 

"Missed by Torpedo." 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 11 February 1916 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59799224 

 

On the 14th March 1916, Jack left Egypt via Alexandrina. He disembarked at Marseilles’, France on the 19th March. He 
was detached temporarily to act as RTO until the 4th April 1916 when he rejoined the 27th. He was reattached to the 
7th Brigade Headquarters from the 13th to the 20th May 1916. Jack then rejoined the 27th Battalion.  

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59985117
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59799224


Death 
 
On 4 July 1916, whilst the 27th were in the trenches opposite Messines (West Flanders, Belgium), ‘A’ Company under 
Captain JW Blacket held the right of the 27th’s position. The Germans opened up a bombardment on the positions. At 
11.00 am on returning to his headquarters after inspecting the line with a Lt Hosking, he and Hosking stopped to talk 
to a Lt Walker. A high explosive shell exploded near them and killed Blacket and Hosking and seriously wounded 
Walker. The sad thing is that they were meant to be relieved at midnight that night. 
 
Jack was buried in a cemetery near La petit Douve Farm. It was mentioned in the battalion history that the way to 
the cemetery was ‘swept with machine gun fire’. Senior Chaplain Crookston officiated at the service. 
 

"DEATH OF CAPTAIN J. W. BLACKET." 
The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 21 July 1916: 1 (SPECIAL WAR EDITION) 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210625186 

 
 

Jack was also Mentioned in Dispatches “For conspicuous good work with his Battalion and while acting as Brigade 
Major from March to June 1916, when he was killed.”  Date of recommendation 17 September 1916. 
 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210625186


Three days before his death, Jack had written a letter to his parents. A portion of Jack’s letter and the accompanying 

letter from Jack’s CO were published in August 1916. 

 

"THE LATE CAPT. BLACKET." The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 23 August 1916 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60615683 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60615683


Many moving tributes to Jack were published in the South Australian papers. A memorial service was held at the 
Wesley Church, Norwood in August 1916 and a memorial photograph was later unveiled at the Sydenham Road 
Methodist Church. 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 22 July 1916 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60611017 

 
 

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 21 July 1916 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60614482 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60611017
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60614482


"BIOGRAPHICAL PARTICULARS" Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 29 July 1916 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87312836 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87312836


The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 22 July 1916 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60610970 

 
 

"THE LATE CAPTAIN J. W. BLACKET AND LIEUTENANT W. W. HOSKING." 
The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 10 August 1916: 2 (SPECIAL WAR EDITION). 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209692284 

 

"RELIGIOUS NOTES." The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 12 August 1916 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60612666 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60610970
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article209692284
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60612666


"PERSONAL NEWS." The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) 

8 November 1916: 1 (SPECIAL WAR EDITION) 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210630099 

 

 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 14 August 1916 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105361741 

 

 

Capt. J.W. Blacket  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article210630099
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105361741


Prince Alfred College Chronicle – 1916 

Who will readily forget the noon of Thursday, July 20? For then 
we received the sad news that the Great Reaper had called to 
the Hall of heroes the brave soul of John Wesley Blacket. Who 
can depict the grief and shock which came upon all of us? For a 
moment, it seemed, things stood still. Nothing could be more 
impressive than the poignant grief – suppressed yet 
unconcealed – of masters and boys, when at a special 
assembly the Head Master announced that Capt. Blacket had 
been “killed in action on France on July 4th.” He has fallen on 
the field of battle, charging, no doubt, amid the reek of war. 
And this is as we, who knew him best, would have it: for John, 
as he was affectionately called by all, was the highest type of 
British valour – dogged, indomitable. He entered Prince Alfred 
in 1901, at the age of fourteen, and 1905 found him at the 
head of the boarding school. He then joined the teaching staff, 
and gave ten of his best years up to the interests of his old 
school. With him the college ranked first, and no more loyal 
supporter could be found. As a member of the committee of 
the Old Scholars’ Association from 1913-15 he did much to 
further the interests of the Association. As a member of the 
staff, he was especially interested in the cadets and football. In 
1913 and 1914 he coached our football team, and he trained 
the cadet team when it won the state championship in 1913. 
His work and manly qualities were also recognised outside his 
school. He was chairman of the South Australian Amateur 
Football League, captain of the university football team, as well 
as wicketkeeper for the University eleven. Both on and off the 
field, his cheery disposition gained him hosts of friends, and he 
always played the game.In his military work he was a soldier in 
every sence of the word. When the call for men came , he 
resigned his position as area officer and pursued the game of 
war with that keeness and wholeheartedness that 
characterised him in his work and sport. As an officer, he was 
severe but fair, and his men speak in the highest terms of his 
leadership; they would follow him anywhere. He left as 
adjutant of the Battalion. While in charge of a company at 
Gallipoli, he was shot through the shoulder by a sniper. On 
returning to duty, he was appointed to headquarters staff as 
Brigadier Major when the forces were reconstructed in Egypt, 
and while acting in that capacity he had sole charge of the 
disembarkation of 6,000 troops at Marseilles. This class of 
work did not suit his daring spirit, and he was not happy until 
he was again appointed to a company. And now he has gone? 
The sting is with us who are left behind – the victory is his. 

 



"Letters from the Front." Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940) 1 September 1916 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article214061630 

SC Mugford (Captain Chaplin S Clark Mugford) wrote home “Captain J.W. Blacket’s death is a tremendous blow to 

the brigade. He was regarded as one of the most competent and bravest of soldiers and Officers. He was a favourite 

with all, from the general to the humblest soldier”.  

 

In a letter to the University of Adelaide, Jack’s father recorded the words of Lieut. Colonel Dollman who wrote “ His 

passing away is a very heavy blow to everyone in the Battalion. I personally feel the loss very keenly. He was closely 

associated with me in the formation of the Battalion, and his work was worthy of him. I deeply sympathise with you 

in his death, and can assure you his place can never be adequately filled”. 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article214061630


The Blacket family did not receive the news that Jack had been mentioned in despatches from Gen. Sir Douglas Haig 

until March 1817.  

 

"LATE CAPT. J. W. BLACKET." The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) 

21 March 1917: 1 (5 P.M. EDITION). 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article204693579 

 

 

Jack was buried at a cemetery near La Petit Douve Farm, now known as the La Plus Douve Farm Cemetery, Plot I B 9, 

Hainaut, Belgium. Jack’s grave bears the inscription: 

“EVEN SO FATHER FOR SO IT SEEMED GOOD IN THY SIGHT 

DUTY NOBLY DONE” 

 

 
 

 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article204693579


La Plus Douve Farm Cemetery 

 

Graves of Lieut. W.W. Hosking (left), Capt. J.W. Blacket (centre) and Pte. C.D. Cottle 

Such was the respect for Jack Blacket and Walter Hosking of the 27th, that a remembrance to them was published on 

the 20th anniversary of their deaths by HB Walker (Lieut. Horace Briggs Walker, 27th Battalion, SN 239, who was 

wounded by the blast which killed Blacket and Hosking). 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954) 4 July 1936 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article48158878 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article48158878


Australian War Memorial - Canberra 

 
 

Brothers 

 

On the 6th April 1916, Maurice Newton Blacket, aged 23, and Samuel Bertram Blacket, aged 21 enlisted. They were 

both in the 5th Pioneer Battalion and they embarked together from Outer Harbour on the 14th August 1916, just days 

after the memorial service held in Jack’s honour. Pte Samuel Blacket received a gunshot wound on the 18th May 

1917, he returned to Australia on the 25th March 1919. Cpl Maurice Blacket returned to Australia on the 21st May 

1919. 

 

       

Cpl. M.N. Blacket                                 Pte. S.B. Blacket 
 
Leonard Whitefield Blacket enlisted on the 23rd January 1917, aged 29. He undertook some training in camp but was 
declared medically unfit as he suffered from petit mal seizures. He was discharged on the 28th February 1917. 
 
Joseph Arnold Blacket who served with Jack in the 27th Battalion and became a Lieutenant, was killed in the advance 
on Morlancourt on 10th June 1918. His unit had captured a German officer and Joseph did not like the way he was 
acting so he ordered that he should be taken to the rear immediately. The German drew a revolver and shot him 
point blank. He died instantly. The German was so far behind because he was apparently “riddled with bayonet 
thrusts from furious men”. 
 



 
 

Tragically for the Blacket family, war was not the only cause of grief during the period 1914-18 as their second son, 

Caleb Edward Blacket passed away after a short illness with pneumonia on the 18th August 1918. Caleb and many of 

the other members of the Blacket family are buried or commemorated at the Payneham Cemetery, South Australia. 

 

 

"A GRIEF-STRIKEN FAMILY" Leader (Angaston, SA : 1918 - 1954) 

21 August 1918 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article171072401 
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