CAPT. CASTILLA DECORATED,

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER.

A very interesting ceremony, and the
first of 1ts kind in this State, took place
nt Goverrment Heuse on  Decomber
6, when Claptain J, . Castilla, who
servert] o South Afriea with the Second
West Australian Contingent, was decor-
ated by His Excellomey the Governor
with tue Distinguished Bervice Order.
Captain Castifla lately accepted the posi-
tion of Lnspecting Major in the Transvaal
Constabulary, which was offered  hun
through Lond Miluer, and vesterday leit
Perth for Albany, en route for Bouth
Africa. He held the eonnnission of liou-
tenant in the Perth ArtuMery, and  we-
sigtieal hiis position as assistant chicf elerk
in the Lands Department te take up the
Transvaal n%miutumut. The presenta-
tion of the D.S.0. was made at Goveri-
ment House, as there was no time to are
Fhnga fl;ll'_“:ln cercimony to take place
more publicly, Captain Eml-ilh having te
catch the sdme cvening's train for Al-
bany. Those who attended the presenta-
tion  were : —The  Acting-Commandant
g,:—r_-ut.-{:ol. Camphbell), jor  Hobhs,

sjor Sherwood, Capt. Collett, Livots.
Wilkinson, Nieholsow, Bryan, Suther-
land, and Wisden, Dean Goldsmith, Mr.
G. Leake, MLA., Mr. T. F. mlan,
M.L.A. (Minister for Public Works), Mr.
A. H. Barlee, Mr. J. Corbett (acting-
Town Clerk), Mr. M. E. Jull (U'nder-See-
retary), Mr. H. C. and Mrs. Castilla,
Mre. Denny, und Miss Denny.

 His Excellency, who was attended hy
Capt .Wolfe-Murray, A.D.C., and Mr,
Parker (private secretary), read the war-
raut accoinpanying the insignia, and then
docorated Capt, Castilla with the Order.

Following upon the ceremony, Sir Ar-
thur Lawley said that it wurn LAt ter
of regret to him that he had not been
able to present that honour to Captain
Castilla 1 a manner more worthy of the
oceasion and in the presence of more of
his fellow-officers and of the men who hiad
had the honour to serve under him,
also in the gnmum:- of the publie. But,
unfortunately, the warrant and the insig-
nia had only arrived late the previous
night, and as Captain Castilla would, he
understood, leave Perth that day to pro-
ceed to Bouth Africa, there was not time
to arrange for the ‘;remntltiun to be
made in a_manner fully befitting the oc-
casion, He regretted to n_fnihl.t the
Bishop was absent from Perth, but ho
was glad to see the Dean there. The
Mayor of Perth also desired him to ex-
ress regret that he ecould not attend,

t be was pleased to see the Mayor's
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but he was pleased to see the Mayor's
deputy present. Those Ministers who
were not compelled by electioneering
duties to be absent from the city were

also it. He H:Eﬂwd rogret {hat
the l;rﬂm'dent of the Legislative Couneil

wis not there to join with them in ex-
pressing (o Captain  Castilla the we
reat gratification they all felt at s
ving won that distinguished honoor—
an achievoment that rﬁmr&d erodit not
only on the recipient and the corps to
which he belo , but also to the State
in which, as a aeitizen, he had earned the
esteem and respect of all who knew him,
He asked Captain Castilla to accept their
very hearty ocoungratulations on that
recognition by His Majesty of the emi-
nent serviees ho had rendered to the Em-
pire. He knew he expressed the wish of
all present when he said he hoped the ro-
cipient would live long to wear that
Order on his hreast.  He also rejoiced to
know that Captain Castilla's serviees had
won for him a high and responsible posi=
tion in the Transanl, His Exccllency
hoped also that he would have good
health and steength to earry on his ardu-
ous duties in that new country. They
fult eonfident that in the execution of
those duties Captain Castilla would dis-
play the same tact, the same ability, and
the snme sagacity as he had shown hers,
and be could rely on the friendly inter-
est and good wishes and the very sinecra
mpathy of all the friends in Western
:.\yuutralin who now joined in wishing him
God-spoed.

Before the company dispersed, the
health of Captain Castilla was honoured.
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