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INTERESTING
LETTER

Mrs.M. J. Condon is in
receipt

of
the following letterfrom PrivateA. J.
Anderson, who was reporteron the

"Lachlander" at time of enlistment:

NX57833,

Pte. A. J.
ANDERSON,

5
Reinfts.;

16 Inf.,Bde.H.Q.
A.I.F. Abroad.

3rd May, 1941.

Our trip over was
delightful

and
was without incident. Everyone treat-
ed it as a pleasure cruiseas indeed

it was— the farthestthoughtfrom any
one's mind was that we were leaving

hometo go and fighta war. Hearts

were naturally very heavy as we

watchedSydneyHeads receding on
our sternandI do not think anyone

watchedAustralia disappearingbelow
the horizonwithouta thoughtof the
ones at home. Our one consoling

thoughtwas of the great day when
we wouldbe sailingnot awayfrom
it, but towards it— with the war won

and peaceonce more restoredthrough-

out the world. Even though things

mightnot lookso brightat the mo-
ment, everyoneis facing it cheerfully

and not one man but knows that the

tide will
assuredly

turn and bring vic-
tory to us. All the membersof tbe
fightingforcesI have talkedto are
buoyantly cheerful and have no

qualmsas to the inevitableresultfor

this conflict.

Lifein the desertis
naturally

not
like sittingby a cheeryfiresideat
home, but it has its

consolations
ana

everyoneis full of optimismand a

real desireto come to grips with the

enemy.

Evenas I write— oneof the plea-

sures of the desertia makingits pre-

sures of the desertia makingits pre-
sence felt. It is a

duststorm,

the likes

of whichare only possiblein the
desert.AlthoughI am rather ignorant

of Westernweatherconditions, I
thoughtthat I had witnessed some

pretty decent duststormsat Condobo-

lin, hut I am not
exaggerating

even
a littlewhen I say they are mere
gusts of fine earth comparedto the

blowsI have seen sincearrivingin
Egypt.They last for many many hours

and even days— and one lives in a
perpetual state of coughingand chok-

ing. One rathertall tale has it that

you can alwaystellit is a goodsort

of a storm when you see a jackal

a few hundredfeet in the air trying

to dig a burrow.The easiestand
cheapest way to see Egypt is to stand

at your tent door and watch it blow

past.

Most of the lads'(yours trulymost
certainly included)had a little diffi-

culty at first in gettingthe hang of

the Egyptian currency— especiallythe
rate of

exchange.
We lose quitean

appreciableamounton our money ov-

er here, it taking £1/5/8 Australian

to purchasean Egyptianpound. The
Egyptianpound is dividedinto Pias-

tres and millemes, there being 100
piastresto the poundand 10 millemes

to the piastre.

Washing facilitiesare naturally

curbeda littleowingto the shortage

of water— but we are still alive and
kicking.One of our cbapsbrokea
record of long standingby having

four washesin 125 days, but then he
must have been one of those clean

chaps we read about.

So far I have managed to procure

two day'sleaveand this was spent

in Alexandria."Alex."as it popular-

ly known is a fairlylarge city— and
differsnot very much from most
MiddleEast citiesexceptthat its na-
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MiddleEast citiesexceptthat its na-

tive quartersare slightlymore evil
smellingthan the others (if possible).

No words can describethe awful

stench which pervades these quarters

and it reallymust be
experienced

that

is to say smelt, beforeat can be be-

lieved.The shoppingcentresand bet

ter class, residential quartersof the

city are quite modern and pleasing.

Alex. has an excellent tram and bus

serviceand taxis and kharries(horse

drawn buggies) are in abundance.

Most of the inhabitants of the Middle

East are out to amass huge fortunes

and exceedinglyhigh prices are ask-
ed for anything to be sold. The best

methodis to at least quarterthe

price asked for the articleand use

this as a basis for
bargaining— even

then you can bet your last piastre

you are being robbed.The Blackout

at nighttakesa littlegettingused
to, but after fallingdown a dozen or

so flightsof stairs,bumpingsome

hundredsof people,posts and build-

ings and losinglumpsof skin off
every part of the body, one becomes

more or less used to it.

Well Mrs. Condon I am afraid I

willhaveto close now as I am only

allowed3 sheetsof this paperper
air mail letter.


