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WILLIAM ALBERT NICHOLL  

 

(16/2/1898 – 27/3/1961) 

 

AUSTRALIA /  SOUTH AFRICA / 

AUSTRALIA 

 

{Willie} 

 

 

 
 

Parents 
 

William Nicholl (Jr) 

 

Sarah Jane Nicholl  
(nee McCluskey) 

 

 

Birth and Death 
 

B – 16th February 1898  

Quirindi NSW Australia,  

North St Quirindi.  
 

D – 27th March 1961 

Royal Newcastle Hospital NSW Australia 

Cremated, Beresfield crematorium, scattered 
ashes, assume rose with 1st wife. 

 

Religion 
 

Anglican 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

1918 
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Siblings 
 

Margaret Jane (the younger) 

Minnie 

John William (ANZAC) 
Thomas Robert 

Herbert Anglesey Australia 

Arthur Richard (ANZAC) 

Percy (ANZAC) 
Pearl Selina 

Maud Mary 

Nina Violet 

Elsie Eva 
SELF (ANZAC) 

Claude 

 

Partners 
 

1st WIFE Gertrude Lock – married 27th March 

1920 New Lambton NSW Australia. Mother 

and Grandmother, great grandmother, great 
great grandmother. 

 

 

 
 

2nd WIFE Annie Belle ‘Annie Bal’ Moffitt 

(nee Williams) married 1951 Wickham NSW 

Australia. 

Children 
 

William 

Darby 

 

 
 

LOCATIONS; Quirindi, Westdale Tamworth, Cape town South Africa, Hamilton, 

Taree, New Lambton. 

 
OCCUPATIONS; He played football. Rugby Union being the game of choice for the 

Nicholl family when it came to football. The family moved from Quirindi to Westdale 

– West Tamworth when William Albert was 15 years old, circa 1913. William Albert 

worked as a labourer in the Tamworth area before enlisting in the 1st AIF at age 20. 
He was in the militia. He was in hospital in South Africa when the war ended. 

Following military service he worked for the PMG (post master general) department 

as a telephone linesman, and a linesman inspector.  

 
After returning from the war my grandfather returned to hospital in Tamworth where 

he met nurse Gertrude Lock whom he married. The family lived in the Newcastle 

suburbs of Hamilton (Newcastle), Taree and New Lambton (Newcastle), a new home 

was built in 1939 in Rex Avenue New Lambton. For a time he worked in Taree, living 
in Fothringham Street Taree. William was born in Hamilton a suburb of Newcastle 

NSW, whereas my father Darby was born in Taree NSW. The family travelled much 

between Newcastle and Tamworth (both Nicholl and Lock’s were from Tamworth), 
my father always spoke of the old “Essex” car, his cousins also told me of it, 

apparently it was a two seater with a dickie / rumble seat in the rear. I can only 

remember the little Ford Prefect which came after the Essex and would have been a 

new car at the time. I can recall sitting in the middle front of this car. The other 
vehicle I remember was the fire engine red Ford Zepher utility with the gold letters 

“PMG” on the doors.  

 

SOLDIER (ANZAC). William Albert was one of four brothers who enlisted in the 1st 
AIF, enlisting late in the war he was a reinforcement. He never made it to the front, he 

was in hospital in South Africa when armistice came, from where he was returned to 

Australia.  
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1st AIF 1918 enlistment – “March to Freedom” – Hunter Valley NSW Australia 

4/5/1918 (Armidale) – 6/6/1918 (Newcastle). 

Conscription was rejected twice by Australians during the first world war. As a 

consequence there was a decline in recruits due largely to great losses early in the 

war. Patriotic men from Gilgandra established the first Coo-ee march in 1916, this 

was to be the first of many. For the series of marches that followed, some were 

entirely by foot, some by a mixture of foot and rail. Most new conscripts were 

reinforcements.  

One such march was the “march to freedom” commencing at Armidale NSW on 4 th 

May 1918, the march passed through Maitland early in June before terminating in 

Newcastle NSW on 6th June 1918, from where recruits travelled to Sydney by rail. 

Described by some journalists as a miniature army, the March to Freedom was 
equipped with an 18 pounder, a mobile searchlight, a travelling kitchen, an ambulance 

wagon and a band. In addition, there were two officers accompanying 150 rank and 

file, most of whom were recently enlisted reinforcements. A small group of returned 

servicemen were included in the march. The march stopped at regional centres for two 
to three days where concerts, boxing exhibitions, cinema shows and military 

manoeuvres were exhibited. Recruits were attracted with stirring patriotic speeches 

and by direct appeal. Sixty-eight volunteers were received at Tamworth, 42 of whom 
were passed as fit. Uniforms to fit all sizes were carried enabling recruits to be 

equipped on the spot and thus join the march. Other “march to freedom” events 
occurred at different times in other districts. 

William Albert Nicholl enlisted on the 14th of  May 1918 at Tamworth being the 

fourth brother to join the 1st AIF, three elder brothers having served, two being killed, 

one in Europe and one in the Middle East. Like many he had experience in the Militia 

of the day and was passed as medically fit at recruitment. Joining the “march to 
freedom” he likely saw family along the way, for example sisters, Maud Mary (Mary) 
Mahoney of Singleton and Elsie Eva (Eva) Gilmore of Maitland.  

We assume from Newcastle he travelled to Sydney by rail for further basic training, 
then travelled to Western Australia, I believe to Albany. He was delayed in Albany 

where the troop transport vessel was waiting for naval escort vessels before leaving 

Australian waters. Some of the vessels and dates are a little confusing. The postcard 

photo we have of the vessel he was supposedly on is “Borda”, it is likely he travelled 
from Sydney (17/7/1918) to Western Australia on the “Borda” and then from Western 

Australia (30/7/1918) to South Africa on the “SS Gaika”, although records seem to 

indicate otherwise. A military historian would better understand the protocols for 

troop movements inside Australia. Upon leaving Western Australia he fell ill and was 
put off in South Africa where he was admitted to military hospital for treatment. The 
illness reads as though he had middle ear infections. Some dates; 

4/9/18 – Gaika on route to UK – ‘Ships order’ disembark Cape town due to illness. 
Admitted to general hospital and later to convalescent hospital Cape town South 
Africa. 

7/11/18 – Discharge from hospital as fit for service with AIF. 

11/11/18 – Armistice. 
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4/12/18 – Return to Australia aboard HMAT Marathon, although there appears to 
have been issues here with troops breaking quarantine requirements. (Spanish flue). 

19/2/19 – Discharged from active service with 1st AIF. 

His personal correspondence indicates he was close to being fit to proceed to the 

fighting when armistice came. His military record indicates he was discharged from 

hospital as fit for service on 7/11/1918. Subsequently he was returned to Australia, 
fortunately for us not having reached the front. 

Note 1; One of his cousins Edward Bliss Jolly (jr) appears to have returned from the 
UK on the “Borda” at cessation of hostilities.  

Note 2; IMAGES; There was a collage of Great War images for my Grandfathers 

elder brothers displayed at his home in New Lambton NSW Australia. I assume it was 

prepared by my great grandmother Sarah Jane Nicholl at Westdale, however my 

grandfather did not feature on it as he had enlisted late in the war after two of his 
brothers had been killed. We returned it to Tamworth to one of Percy’s daughters Jill, 

Percy being remembered on it. Unfortunately, I do not know what ultimately 

happened to it.  
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Tamworth Daily observer 16/5/1918 

 

Sydney Morning Herald 22/5/1918 

 

Un named – possibly enlistment 

Tamworth. 

 

Un named – march or training. 

 

Un named – march or training. 
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W.A. Nicholl right. 

Reads – “Taken at Maitland NSW Australia 

when with march from Armidale to Newcastle 
which ended at Sydney June 8th 1918.” 

 

 

 

Reads – “W.A.Nicholl” 

 

 

Postcard “Borda” 

 

Reads – “Sailed Wednesday 17/7/1918” 

 

 

 

 

Archive photograph SS Gaika (30/7/1918) 
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W. A. Nicholl Standing far right. 

 

Reads – “12/10/18; Dearest, Am, sending you 
this photo, it was taken just after we arrived in 

Cape Town. The others are five Aussies who 

were in hospital with me but none of them are 

with me now. Wrote you a letter yesterday and 
told you all the news. Will close. With love 

W.A. Nicholl.” 

 

 

 

 

Reads – “To Dear Mrs Nicholl Willie Albert 

Nicholl aged 20 years 3 months, enlisted 10th 
May 1918, sailed 30th July 1918” 

 

 

 

 

 

Reads – “enlisted July 1918 aged 20 years 3 

months …..…. 30th July 1918, his address now 

No 59799 Private Wm Nicholl N14 General 
Service Reinforcements A.I.F. ……….” 
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Tamworth Daily Observer 19/12/1918. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tamworth Daily Observer 16/8/1919, Best 
man at brother Percy Nicholl’s wedding. 
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William Albert Nicholl 14th General Service Reinforcement. 

Regimental No 58799. 
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“PMG” - POST MASTER GENERAL – TELEPHONES 
Images taken 1955, submarine telecommunications cables across Newcastle 

harbour. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
William Albert Nicholl far left to front 

hat and tie. 

 

 
 

 
 

William Albert Nicholl centre hat and tie. 
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Locations 
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Fotheringham Street Taree 
 

 
 

 

 

Birth; 
William Albert was born in Quirindi, most likely at the family residence in North 

street.  
 

 
 

NSW BIRTH REGISTRATION TRANSCRIPTION                     

REF NO: 1898/6471 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

NAME & WHETHER PRESENT William Albert, not present 
     
DATE OF BIRTH   16th February 1898 

 
PLACE    North Street, Quirindi 
 
SEX OF CHILD   Male 

 
 
FATHER   William Nicholl 

 
OCCUPATION   Cattle dealer 
 
AGE    47 years 

 
BIRTHPLACE   Maitland, NSWales 
 

 
DATE OF MARRIAGE  3rd January 1876 
 

PLACE OF MARRIAGE  Murrurundi, NSWales 
 
PREVIOUS ISSUE Margaret Jane 21 years, John William 17 years, Thomas 15 years, 

Herbert 14 years, Richard 12 years, Percy 10 years, Pearl 8 years, 

Mary 6 years , Eva 2 years living, two females dead 
    
 

MOTHER Sarah Jane McCluskey 
 
AGE    40 years 

 
BIRTHPLACE   Murrurundi, NSWales 
   
INFORMANT   W Nicholl, father, Quirindi 

 
PRESENT AT BIRTH  Mrs Rowland 
 

NOTES OR SUGGESTIONS Registered Robert HV Allnutt, 28 th March 1898, Quirindi 
 

 

NB:  THIS TRANSCRIPTION IS NOT A CERTIFIED COPY FROM THE REGISTERS.  
IT CANNOT BE USED IN ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS WHATSOEVER. 

 

Transcribed by Laurence Turtle 
PO Box 144 Kurrajong 2758 
Phone: (02) 4573 1559 
Web Page: http://home.iprimus.com.au/lturtle/ 
Email: lturtle@iprimus.com.au 
 

 

            
 

mailto:lturtle@iprimus.com.au
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Prepared for Kenneth Nicholl 
Date Transcribed: 15th October 2021 

 
 

 
IMAGES 
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L to R; Gertrude Nicholl (nee Lock – 1st  

wife - mother to William and Darby), 

William Albert Nicholl.  

 

 
 

 

L to R; Darby Nicholl (son), William 

Albert Nicholl, William Nicholl (son). 

 

 
 

 

L to R; Dorothy Alice Nicholl (nee Kerr – 

wife to Darby Nicholl), William Albert 

Nicholl, Annie Bell Nicholl (nee Williams 
– 2nd wife). 
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Home; Rex avenue New Lambton NSW, 

built 1939. 

 

 
 

 

Home; Rex avenue New Lambton NSW, 

built 1939. 

 

 
 

 

Grandparents, William Albert Nicholl and 
Gertrude Nicholl original old iron bed 

following restoration. 

  

Grandparents, William Albert Nicholl and 
Gertrude Nicholl original old iron bed 

following restoration. 
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1928 Essex roadster, a very reliable six 

cylinder car built by the American Hudson 

motor company. 

 

 
 

 

 

The Ford Prefect car, a car which William 

Albert Nicholl had late in life. 
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 Marriage; 

 

FIRST WIFE – mother to William and Darby 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Died of breast cancer in 1948.  

 

SECOND WIFE 
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NSW MARRIAGE REGISTRATION TRANSCRIPTION                       

REF NO: 1920/1609 
_____________________________________________________________________-

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

   
  GROOM  William Albert Nicoll 
        

   

  OCCUPATION    Labourer 
 

  USUAL RESIDENCE   Tamworth, NSW 
 

  STATUS    Bachelor 
  

  PLACE OF BIRTH   Quirindi, NSW 
 

  AGE     22 years 
 

  FATHER    William Nicholl 
 

  MOTHER    Sarah Jane McClusky 
 

  FATHER’S OCCUPATION   Drover 
 

  BRIDE     Gertrude Locke 
 

  OCCUPATION    Nurse 
 

  USUAL RESIDENCE   Tamworth 
 

  STATUS    Spinster 
 

  PLACE OF BIRTH   Tamworth, NSW 
 

  AGE     31 years 
 

  FATHER    Daniel Locke 
 

  MOTHER    Catherine Ann Hayes  
 

  FATHER’S OCCUPATION   Farmer 
 

  DATE OF MARRIAGE   27th March 1920 
 

  PLACE OF MARRIAGE Residence of William Hughes, New Lambton, NSW 
   

  RITES     Lay Methodist Church 
 

  CONSENT No entry 
 

  WITNESSES    Andrew Hallinan and Winifred Hallinan 
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  CELEBRANT    William Hughes 
 

  NOTES OR SUGGESTIONS Received and Registered by me this 28th day of March 1920, C 
Horne, District Registrar 

 

NB:  THIS TRANSCRIPTION IS NOT A CERTIFIED COPY FROM THE REGISTERS.  
IT CANNOT BE USED IN ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS WHATSOEVER. 

 
 
 
 
 
Transcribed by Laurence Turtle 
PO Box 144 Kurrajong 2758 
Phone: (02) 4573 1559 
Web Page: http://home.iprimus.com.au/lturtle/  
Email: lturtle@iprimus.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                        
 

Prepared for Kenneth Nicholl 
     Date Transcribed: 14th October 2021 

 

 

 

NSW MARRIAGE REGISTRATION TRANSCRIPTION                       

REF NO: 1951/6027 
_____________________________________________________________________-

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

   
  GROOM  William Albert Nicholl 
        

   

  OCCUPATION    Postal employee 
 

  USUAL RESIDENCE   1 Rex Avenue, New Lambton, NSW 
 

  STATUS    Widower 
  

  PLACE OF BIRTH   Quirindi, NSW 
 

  AGE     53 years 
 

  FATHER    William Nicholl (deceased) 
 

  MOTHER    Sara Jane McCluskey (deceased) 
 

  FATHER’S OCCUPATION   Farmer 
 

mailto:lturtle@iprimus.com.au
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  BRIDE     Annie Bell Moffitt 
 

  OCCUPATION    Domestic duties 
 

  USUAL RESIDENCE   173 Fern Street, Islington, NSW 
 

  STATUS    Widow 
 

  PLACE OF BIRTH   Wallsend, NSW 
 

  AGE     54 years 
 

  FATHER    Thomas Williams (deceased) 
 

  MOTHER    Bridget Theresa Hopkins (deceased) 
 

  FATHER’S OCCUPATION   Laborer 
 

  DATE OF MARRIAGE   18th January 1951 
 

  PLACE OF MARRIAGE St James Church, Wickham 
   

  RITES     Church of England 
 

  CONSENT No entry 
 

  WITNESSES    Edith C Frith and William T Nicholl 
 

  CELEBRANT    DT Rees 
 

  NOTES OR SUGGESTIONS Received and Registered by me this 2nd day of February 1951, 
G Davies, District Registrar 

 

NB:  THIS TRANSCRIPTION IS NOT A CERTIFIED COPY FROM THE REGISTERS.  
IT CANNOT BE USED IN ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS WHATSOEVER. 

 
 
Transcribed by Laurence Turtle 
PO Box 144 Kurrajong 2758 
Phone: (02) 4573 1559 
Web Page: http://home.iprimus.com.au/lturtle/  
Email: lturtle@iprimus.com.au 
 

 

                      
 

Prepared for Kenneth Nicholl 
     Date Transcribed: 14th October 2021 
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Death; 
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Last Will 
 

 
 

 


