
  

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

ARTHUR RICHARD NICHOLL  

 

(23/7/1886 – 22/1/1917) 

 

AUSTRALIA / TURKEY / EGYPT 

 

{Dick} 

 

 

 

 
 

Parents 

 

William Nicholl (Jr) 

 
Sarah Jane Nicholl  

(nee McCluskey) 

 

 

Birth and Death 

 

B – 23rd July 1886  

Quirindi NSW Australia,  
Henry St Quirindi. (1st sibling born in Quirindi) 

 

D – 22nd January 1917 Cairo Egypt 

Died of Wounds. 
Principle memorial, family plot Quirindi 

General Cemetery Russell Street Quirindi 

NSW Australia. 

Religion 

 

Anglican 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Siblings 

 

Margaret Jane (the younger) 

Minnie 
John William (ANZAC) 

Thomas Robert 

Herbert Anglesey Australia 

SELF (ANZAC) 
Percy (ANZAC) 

Pearl Selina 

Maud Mary 

Nina Violet 
Elsie Eva 

William Albert (ANZAC) 

Claude 

 

Partner 

 

Not Married 

 

Children 

 

Nil 

 

 

OCCUPATIONS; In his younger years he worked as a flour mill attendant and carter in Quirindi. He 

played football. Rugby Union was the game of choice for the Nicholl family when it came to football. 
He may have attempted some droving, in his father’s footsteps, however appears to have moved to 

Sydney, probably to look for better work. Whilst in Sydney he enlisted in the 1st AIF. 

 

SOLDIER (ANZAC). Arthur was one of four brothers who enlisted in the 1st AIF. Light horseman 
(1st light horse 5th reinforcement). He enlisted at Liverpool Sydney on the 6th January 1915. Arthur 

was fighting the Turks, firstly at Gallipoli before being moved to the middle east, Egypt where he 

died. 

 
The 1st Light Horse Regiment was raised, from recruits from New South Wales, at Rosebury Park in 

Sydney in August 1914. It was one of three regiments of the 1st Light Horse Brigade - the first 

mounted formation committed by Australia to the First World War. The regiment sailed from Sydney 

on 19 October and disembarked in Egypt on 8 December. 
 

The light horse were initially considered unsuitable for the Gallipoli operation, but were soon 

deployed without their horses to reinforce the infantry. The 1st Light Horse Regiment landed on 12 
May 1915 and was attached to the New Zealand and Australian Division. It played a defensive role 

for most of the campaign but mounted an attack on the Turkish position known as "the Chessboard" 

as part of the August Offensive on 7 August - 200 men were involved, 147 became casualties. The 

regiment left Gallipoli on 21 December 1915. 
 

Back in Egypt, the 1st Light Horse Regiment joined the ANZAC Mounted Division. Between January 

and May 1916, it was deployed to protect the Nile valley from bands of pro-Turkish Senussi Arabs. 

On 14 May, it redeployed with its parent brigade to join the forces defending the Suez Canal. The 1st 
Light Horse Brigade played a significant role in turning back the Turkish advance on the canal at the 

battle of Romani on 4 August. In ensuing days the regiments of the Brigade participated in the 

immediate follow-up of the defeated Turks, but were soon withdrawn to rest. 

 
The 1st Light Horse Regiment rejoined the Allied advance across the Sinai in November 1916 and 

was subsequently involved in the fighting to secure the Turkish outposts on the Palestine frontier - 

Maghdaba on 23 December 1916 and Rafa on 9 January 1917. A stint of protective duty along the 

line of communications through the Sinai followed. The 1st Light Horse Regiment's next major 
engagement was the abortive second battle of Gaza on 19 April. Gaza finally fell on 7 November, 

after a wide outflanking move via Beersheba, in which the regiments of the 1st Light Horse Brigade 

played a part. 

 
With the capture of Gaza, the Turkish position in southern Palestine collapsed. The 1st Light Horse 



Regiment participated in the advance to Jaffa that followed, and was then committed to operations to 

clear and occupy the west bank of the Jordan River. It was involved in the Amman (24-27 February) 

and Es Salt (30 April-4 May) raids and the repulse of a major German and Turkish attack on 14 July 

1918. 
 

The final British offensive of the campaign was launched along the Mediterranean coast on 19 

September 1918, with the ANZAC Mounted Division taking part in a subsidiary effort east of the 

Jordan aimed at Amman. Turkey surrendered on 30 October 1918. The 1st Light Horse Regiment 
sailed for Australia on 12 March 1919 without their horses, which were either shot or transferred to 

Indian cavalry units. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Quirindi Herald 6th July 1906 

 

 
 

 

 

Quirindi Herald 31st July 1906 
 

 
 

 

Quirindi Herald 9th August 1907 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
1913 electoral roll – note parents would have moved to Westdale Tamworth by this date. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Arthur Richard Nicholl 1st Light Horse, 5th reinforcement. 

Regimental No 954. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

Arthurs last letter from the front describing the conditions there. 

 

Tamworth Daily Observer 28th February 

1917 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Birth; 

 
Arthur was born in Quirindi shorty after the family appears to have moved from Yarraman (Yarraman 

Hotel). He is the first sibling born in Quirindi, most likely at the family residence in North street.  

 

 

 

NSW BIRTH REGISTRATION TRANSCRIPTION                     REF NO: 1886/22289 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________ 

 

 
NAME & WHETHER PRESENT Arthur Richard not present 
     

DATE OF BIRTH   23rd July 1886 
 
PLACE    Henry Street, Quirindi 

 
SEX OF CHILD   Male 
 
 

FATHER   William Nicholl 
 
OCCUPATION   Butcher 

 
AGE    Thirty five years 
 

BIRTHPLACE   Maitland 
 
 
DATE OF MARRIAGE  3rd January 1876 

 
PLACE OF MARRIAGE  Murrurundi 
 

PREVIOUS ISSUE Three males and one female living, one female deceased 
    
 
MOTHER Sarah Jane formerly McCluskey 

 
AGE    Twenty nine years 
 

BIRTHPLACE   Murrurundi 
   
INFORMANT   William Nicholl Jnr, father, Quirindi 

 
PRESENT AT BIRTH  Mrs John Hall 
 
NOTES OR SUGGESTIONS Registered Robert HV Allnutt, 14 th September 1896, Quirindi 
 

 

NB:  THIS TRANSCRIPTION IS NOT A CERTIFIED COPY FROM THE REGISTERS.  
IT CANNOT BE USED IN ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS WHATSOEVER. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Transcribed by Laurence Turtle 
PO Box 144 Kurrajong 2758 
Phone: (02) 4573 1559 



Web Page: http://home.iprimus.com.au/lturtle/ 
Email: lturtle@iprimus.com.au 
 
 

 

            
 

Prepared for Kenneth Nicholl 
Date Transcribed: 15th October 2021 
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Images; 
 

There was a collage of Great War images for my Grandfathers elder brothers 

displayed at his home in New Lambton NSW Australia. I assume it was prepared by 
my great grandmother Sarah Jane Nicholl at Westdale, however my grandfather did 

not feature on it as he had enlisted late in the war after two of his brothers had been 

killed. We returned it to Tamworth to one of Percy’s daughters Jill, Percy being 

remembered on it. Unfortunately, I do not know what ultimately happened to it. 
 

 

 

 
 

My grandfather’s elder brothers circa 1905, 

assume Arthur Richard second from left. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tamworth Daily observer 21st February 1917. 
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Death; 
22nd January 1917 after being moved to hospital in Cairo. Died of wounds, essentially 

gunshot wounds to head and eyes. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Tamworth Daily Observer 20th January 1917 

 

 

 
 

Tamworth Daily Observer 27th January 

1917 
 

 

 
 

Sydney Morning Herald 3rd February 1917 

 

 

 

Westdale Heroes 

 

 
 

Tamworth Daily Observer 21st February 

1917 
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Tamworth Northern Daily Leader 22nd January 

1921 
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Memorials 
 

I do recall as a child my father was asked whether he would like his uncle repatriated 

to Australia for reburial. My father was born in 1928 and therefore had never met his 

uncle. 
 

 

 
 

Family plot Quirindi NSW Australia 

 

 

 
 

1917 grave Cairo Egypt 
 

 

 
 

2020 grave Cairo Egypt 
 

 

 

 
 

Westdale Tamworth NSW Australia 

 

 
 

Murrurundi NSW Australia 

 

 

 
 

Canberra; panel 2 commemorative area of 
the Australian War Memorial  

 

 


