ARTHUR RICHARD NICHOLL
(23/7/1886 — 22/1/1917)
AUSTRALIA / TURKEY / EGYPT

{Dick}

Parents
William Nicholl (Jr)

Sarah Jane Nicholl
(nee McCluskey)

Birth and Death

B — 23" July 1886
Quirindi NSW Auwustralia,
Henry St Quirindi. (1% sibling born in Quirindi)

D — 22" January 1917 Cairo Egypt
Died of Wounds.
Principle memorial, family plot Quirindi
General Cemetery Russell Street Quirindi
NSW Australia.

Religion

Anglican




Siblings Partner Children

Margaret Jane (the younger) Not Married Nil
Minnie
John William (ANZAC)
Thomas Robert
Herbert Anglesey Australia
SELF (ANZAC)
Percy (ANZAC)
Pearl Selina
Maud Mary
Nina Violet
Elsie Eva
William Albert (ANZAC)
Claude

OCCUPATIONS; In his younger years he worked as a flour mill attendant and carter in Quirindi. He

played football. Rugby Union was the game of choice for the Nicholl family when it came to football.

He may have attempted some droving, in his father’s footsteps, however appears to have moved to
Sydney, probably to look for better work. Whilst in Sydney he enlisted in the 15t AIF.

SOLDIER (ANZAC). Arthur was one of four brothers who enlisted in the 1st AIF. Light horseman
(1%t light horse 5™ reinforcement). He enlisted at Liverpool Sydney on the 6% January 1915. Arthur
was fighting the Turks, firstly at Gallipoli before being moved to the middle east, Egypt where he
died.

The 1st Light Horse Regiment was raised, from recruits from New South Wales, at Rosebury Park in
Sydney in August 1914. It was one of three regiments of the 1st Light Horse Brigade - the first
mounted formation committed by Australia to the First World War. The regiment sailed from Sydney
on 19 October and disembarked in Egypt on 8 December.

The light horse were initially considered unsuitable for the Gallipoli operation, but were soon
deployed without their horses to reinforce the infantry. The 1st Light Horse Regiment landed on 12
May 1915 and was attached to the New Zealand and Australian Division. It played a defensive role
for most of the campaign but mounted an attack on the Turkish position known as "the Chessboard"
as part of the August Offensive on 7 August - 200 men were involved, 147 became casualties. The
regiment left Gallipoli on 21 December 1915.

Back in Egypt, the 1st Light Horse Regiment joined the ANZAC Mounted Division. Between January

and May 1916, it was deployed to protect the Nile valley from bands of pro-Turkish Senussi Arabs.
On 14 May, it redeployed with its parent brigade to join the forces defending the Suez Canal. The 1st
Light Horse Brigade played a significant role in turning back the Turkish advance on the canal at the
battle of Romani on 4 August. In ensuing days the regiments of the Brigade participated in the
immediate follow-up of the defeated Turks, but were soon withdrawn to rest.

The 1st Light Horse Regiment rejoined the Allied advance across the Sinai in November 1916 and
was subsequently involved in the fighting to secure the Turkish outposts on the Palestine frontier -
Maghdaba on 23 December 1916 and Rafa on 9 January 1917. A stint of protective duty along the
line of communications through the Sinai followed. The 1st Light Horse Regiment's next major
engagement was the abortive second battle of Gaza on 19 April. Gaza finally fell on 7 November,
after a wide outflanking move via Beersheba, in which the regiments of the 1st Light Horse Brigade
played a part.

With the capture of Gaza, the Turkish position in southern Palestine collapsed. The 1st Light Horse



Regiment participated in the advance to Jaffa that followed, and was then committed to operations to
clear and occupy the west bank of the Jordan River. It was involved in the Amman (24-27 February)
and Es Salt (30 April-4 May) raids and the repulse of a major German and Turkish attack on 14 July

1918.

The final British offensive of the campaign was launched along the Mediterranean coast on 19
September 1918, with the ANZAC Mounted Division taking part in a subsidiary effort east of the
Jordan aimed at Amman. Turkey surrendered on 30 October 1918. The 1st Light Horse Regiment
sailed for Australia on 12 March 1919 without their horses, which were either shot or transferred to

Indian cavalry units.
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lowing pluyrn to play at Werrl.
: O Creek on Wedneaday the 11th inst, :—
Mensrs, H. Shaw, C. Groxs, T. Spillane,
R Yoong, R Nuholl Juck Clarke, O
BEdwnrda, 30 Hulloran, W. Stephena,
D. Dwyer, C. Britton, T Britton, D.
.. | Poulsen, J McGuivk, H. Hoad, G.
1. | Sterritt, W. Muddy, C. Bride, Joe |
Cinrke, A. Tavko, F. Scholis, Bob
Kellaher, T. Glisann.

}z% Tuesday, July

T ummm mnm cLus.

l Tuz looal team wlll ‘meet Morrarondi
I footballers in the Park to morrow
7 | afternoon, play to commence at 8.15
pm.  The followitg plavers have beea
picked to represent Quirindi :—Fall
baok: O. Finungan ; thn-o-qunm
o W, Wad, C. Onllu 1' Spillanoe,

W Nigholt; halves: J. alloran,

[0 | Clarke; forwarde: 0 Britton, H.
i | Hoad, T. Britton, D. Poalsen, C:
* | Bridge, G. Sterritt, A. Tanko, W.

of | Muddy. > \
1} e o —_— S &1

~

Quirindi Herald 9™ August 1907




T-‘a:uk SUICUREL L,
FOOTBALL.

Tae following bhave been selected to
represent Quirindi against Combined
Plaing on the local Park on Saturday,
Augost 10th, 1907 :—Fnll back, T.
Spillaner §, O. Edwards, R. Nicholl, A,
Taoko, T.Schrdowski; },J. O'Halloran
E. McGee; forwards, T. Britton, A,
Elsley, C. Britton, H. Hoad, W, Ryau,
J. Mclotyre, D. Poolsen, and C. Moore.
Play to start at 2.30.

1913 electoral roll — note parents would have moved to Westdale Tamworth by this date.

12 UPPER HUNTER—QUIRTNDI POLLING-PLACE—1913,

'™ Md_ﬂ wmd-ﬁmn !-"_1 TT— Y S———
- RN Wkahalhil Wanrlakba Firaha s F Radhrans dlomestie dutie

845 Newsham Walter M Hillatroet addies

B4l Nichol Arthor Richard M Georgesstroct carter

B0 Nicholl Margaret Jane F Goorge-street domestic daties

BBl Wicholl Robert Cornelios M George-sireet Il:u.rﬂ.e_epu- i

B52  Nicholson Mary Ann F Hill-street Jomestic duties




Arthur Richard Nicholl 1% Light Horse, 5 reinforcement.
Regimental No 954.
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First name(s) AR

Last name Nicholl

Service number 954

Rank Pte

Unit or regiment 1stLH Reg

Death year 1917

Death day 2

Death month Nowv

Cause of death Died of wounds

Country Australia

Record set Australasian Imperial Expeditionary Forces Roll Of Honour
Category Military, armed forces & conflict
Subcategory First World War
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Regimental number
Place of birth
School

Religion
Occupation
Address

Marital status

Age at embarkation
Next of kin

Enlistment date

Date of enlistment from Nominal Roll

Rank on enlistment

Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll number
Embarkation details

Rank from Nominal Roll

Unit from Nominal Roll

Fate

Age at death from cemetery records
Place of burial

Panel number, Roll of Honour,
Australian War Memorial

Miscellaneous information from
cemetery records

Family/military connections

Arthur Richard NICHOLL

954

Quirindi, New South Wales

Quirindi Superior Public School, New South Wales

Church of England

Drover

c/o West Tamworth PO, West Tamworth, New South Wales
Single

28

Mother, Mrs Sarah Nicholl, c/o West Tamworth PO, West
Tamworth, New South Wales

6 January 1915

7 January 1915

Private

1st Light Horse Regiment, 5th Reinforcement
101672

Unit embarked from Newcastie, New South Wales, on board
HMAT Ad1 Bakara on 22 May 1915

Private

1st Light Horse Regiment
Died of wounds 22 January 1917

30

Cairo War Memorial Cemetery (Row F, Grave No. 9), Egypt

2

Parents: William and Sarah J. NICHOLL, West Tamworth, New
South Wales

Brother: 3587A John William NICHOLL, 53rd Bn, killed in action,
Fromelles, France, 19 July 1916.




Arthurs last letter from the front describing the conditions there.

Tamworth Daily Observer 28" February
1917

UnuN.m )
S _lebtm lito wlnc'h

Nlchol[ of Qunmd1
and Mrs I‘flcholl oW o
worth). : I 3

cloar: acoouth f*'f"t/
A.LH: . Brigade nd
cemlbel 922-last:
Pte. : Nm]xolks q)alents i'*eoexy’

that he  hid "been - wounded
and: latex_on; 1 hat t]'le Brave”
;f.}lel : hnd dled as the. “resylt:

er- still;" 1isv ‘mo he;

béen experiencing cold
weather; It~ has rained:
the- past ok (Olmstmas W :
JAmiweating miy . great: coat’ all “the: t-xme

It:seems strange to be shivering at this.
time of the yea It looks" as 5’

mandy tyl Au{sﬁmh i
mnongst all: th Fivom: ‘6.«
“ and’ ‘there’ any in‘". :
“day “who: will sincerely ‘sympa-:
jthm»thh the: afflicted. parents ‘in . this
‘the” sepond bereavement 'they: have sug-’
tained during‘the’ present’ wayi =1




Birth;

Arthur was born in Quirindi shorty after the family appears to have moved from Yarraman (Yarraman
Hotel). He is the first sibling born in Quirindi, most likely at the family residence in North street.

Births Search Results

Name

Registration Father's Given Mother's Given

Number Name(s) Name(s)

District

NICHOLL ARTHURR

22289/1886 WILLIAM SARAH J

QUIRINDI

NSW BIRTH REGISTRATION TRANSCRIPTION

REF NO: 1886/22289

NAME & WHETHER PRESENT
DATE OF BIRTH
PLACE

SEXOF CHILD

FATHER

OCCUPATION

AGE

BIRTHPLACE

DATE OF MARRIAGE

PLACE OF MARRIAGE

PREVIOUS ISSUE

MOTHER

AGE

BIRTHPLACE

INFORMANT

PRESENT AT BIRTH

NOTES OR SUGGESTIONS

Arthur Richard not present
23 July 1886
Henry Street, Quirindi

Male

William Nicholl
Butcher
Thirty five years

Maitland

31 January 1876
Murrurundi

Three males and one female living, one female deceased

Sarah Jane formerly McCluskey
Twenty nine years

Murrurundi

William Nicholl Jnr, father, Quirindi
Mrs John Hall

Registered Robert HV Allnutt, 14t September 1896, Quirindi

NB: THIS TRANSCRIPTION IS NOT A CERTIFIED COPY FROM THE REGISTERS.

IT CANNOT BE USED IN ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS WHATSOEVER.

Transcribed by Laurence Turtle
PO Box 144 Kurrajong 2758
Phone: (02) 4573 1559




Web Page: http://home.iprimus.com.au/lturtle/
Email: lturtle@iprimus.com.au

/@\

Prepared for Kenneth Nicholl
Date Transcribed: 15t October 2021


mailto:lturtle@iprimus.com.au

Images;

There was a collage of Great War images for my Grandfathers elder brothers
displayed at his home in New Lambton NSW Australia. | assume it was prepared by
my great grandmother Sarah Jane Nicholl at Westdale, however my grandfather did
not feature on it as he had enlisted late in the war after two of his brothers had been
killed. We returned it to Tamworth to one of Percy’s daughters Jill, Percy being
remembered on it. Unfortunately, | do not know what ultimately happened to it.

AL,
I'he Nicholl Brothers.

My grandfather’s elder brothers circa 1905,
assume Arthur Richard second from left.

_WESIDALE HERCES

TRGOPER- A. R. (DICK) NICHOLL
" thiird_ som of M W. Nicholl, f{; Wost-
dilo, enl imd e

) Tanuary, 1915, i
through west ‘of the  Gallipok: -

paign, .. Wounded in action on’Jangary ;
n,?:-l{_l17.: .f:l!?jm};"‘Jh§§\x}ry 22, 1?1.,7_:’ o5

Tamworth Daily observer 215 February 1917.
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Death:

22" January 1917 after being moved to hospital in Cairo. Died of wounds, essentially

gunshot wounds to head and eyes.

e

ROLL OF HONOR.

Mas. W. Nicholl, of Westdale has re-
weved a notification to . the effect that
Yer gon Private Arthur Richard Nicholl
was cdmitted to 21th Siationary Hos-
pital. Fgypt. on the 12th inst. denger-
ously ill, sufferiz from gvnshot wound.

Tamworth Daily Observer 20" January 1917

- 'He was well-known in the Quir-
indi district, where he was a_prominent
'Footballer. . Dhis;is -thei.second..son. that
Mr.. Nichoil hasg lost, his “o02a, Private
choll;-having.-been-posted..miss-

about July last, . oo

i

Tamworth Daily Observer 27" January
1917

Sat 3 Feb 1917

eyl K. BOOTT, Wilberforce.

DIED OF WOUNDS,

BRO
A. R_NICHOL

T. M. BRADSHAW, St. Peters.
Pte. ﬁiﬂ!‘hﬁmﬁa (prev. rep. misa. and wnd.)
Pte. L. BROO Hobart, Tas

TarEvT eyl T T VwINaOQ

Sydney Morning Herald 3™ February 1917

Westdale Heroes

 WESIDALE HERGES

TRCOPER - A. R. (DICUK) quHOLL,v
| third somof My, W. Nicholl, of West-
dalo, enlioted “Thimary, 1915, and’ wehp
through 1iwest of the | Gallipoli, ‘cam--
paign, . Wounded in action on’Jangary ;
9,51017/ ,":;‘I_);ie_(};"‘.l'qni,\mry 22 l?_l'l‘_.w‘ B

Tamworth Daily Observer 21% February
1917
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Tamworth Northern Daily Leader 22" January

1921

W 1921) Sat 22 Jan 1921 Page 3 Family Notices

PUGHES. —At Quirindi. on Joouary 17.
Willizun Francis Hughes, late of
Tamworth., Aged 65 yoears. R.LLP.

ROLL OF HONOR.
NICHOLL--In loving mermory of our
dear .on ond brother, Trooper Ar-
ther Richard (Dick), who died of
wound: in Igypt Jenuary 22, 1917, ¢
The midnight stars are shining
On a grave_ far a-vay,
Where tlcy laid our darling son
Just four years ago to-day.
Inserted by his loving father and
mother, brothers and sisters, Westdale. l
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Memorials

I do recall as a child my father was asked whether he would like his uncle repatriated
to Australia for reburial. My father was born in 1928 and therefore had never met his

uncle.

Family plot Quirindi NSW Australia

1917 grave Cairo Egypt

2020 grave Cairo Egypt

D

Westdale Tamworth NSW Australia

NICHOL A.
HOL J.

N G.W.

NIC

) A

Murrurundi NSW Australia

Canberra; panel 2 commemorative area of
the Australian War Memorial
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