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"Ranji."
We (Colac ''Reformer") have received the following from a correspondent "somewhere in France." The subject of the sketch employed, before he enlisted, by the late Mr. John James, of Colac:— "The character I want to describe is one that stands out from the rest, and I always consider him as the C.J. Dennis ideal in such pieces as "Doree," and "Spring Song of a Bloke." He is dark, small of stature, with a loud voice ('tis said that the Turks know it well) and a gait only possible through long contact with what he is pleased to call "sports." George Arthur Graham by name, by occupation—well, that part doesn't matter. To us he is "Ranji," and worth his weight in gold. A moving spirit among the men; popular, and always to the fore with some laughable expression from the vocabulary of the "sports." Literally speaking his heart is larger than himself; his spirit is wonderful. On long and trying marches, when big men became slow and silent, and a cheering word or song was wanted, from whence think ye it came? Aye, from George Arthur, one of the boys. He is rough, swears like a bullock driver; and voices complaints by the score, but to cover all that he possesses that little human touch, which makes him as gentle as a child. T' other day, while walking on a spot exposed to enemy observation, one of the lads was sniped and wounded. Who was it that was first to his side; first to apply the early dressings; and the last to leave our unfortunate comrade? Aye, again George Arthur. We hate anticipating the possibilities of the future, but should the time come when the boys have to leave George at the cross roads, his loss will be greatly and continually felt. So having introduced this typical Western district sport, I 'dips me lid' and stands aside."

