National Archives of Australia
NAA: A7034, 59

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=24162
2

Title

J.A. Thurston Expedition across New Guinea via Sepik and Fly Rivers. Sepik, Central
Highlands and Western Division

Contents range
1942 - 1942
Series number
A7034

Control symbol
59

Access status
Open

Item ID

241622


https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=241622
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=241622

.,"‘:
¥ A A

W

LA S
il
z-f\ ¥

LR
ot o




TIsn,










23 only su ficien ]
peeterd ithe party woulld
D E"l’ : Enout.f't tinned me

nhe ps:*w-for thir:

neat in 1.1.6‘11 of lee
‘.lﬁe £

V&2

:as Peduced to 8 i
o beds

the jmu'ney,?

oy .
’mhunki a ld grﬁat oAl

Lega ed a8 essem g1

¢l | .({g R{




ﬁg&a the: fegx oé the
nederiais at hie 'A% pOSE]
whon thin té
2 he wae i
éxp‘a&"tion aividsa fou uhe
'E'l.;v Rirepy,

dindweod ook oven the
campEe  Both had
;.zc‘:, in acddition, both
SETE 00 ‘“'1# Lomey Ii'ly

AL W Yery.
by Yo/ Ly ﬂind o3
/ Todeiual eonm ;
‘etronger :md tellsr than the

o
&

rm_b thh Bize d'




~ @xpedition -had rmeh to do with the apparent f‘;‘*i;ant:"aliness’l of the
natives. Wheiher +ho Administration's policy in vegerd Go the
closed arcas™ hog been justifisd in the pass is something thad
I would no% presune to gusstion but I do think that any perty of
nable sirength could wander through this country unmolestied
profided the members of such party wsre careful with their
methods in handling the natives.

: The writer regrets that he had no training in enthro-
pology as there should be plenty of scope for an expert study
of the inland peodle. The history of the opening of the road
hr from Oxyoin to Bolivip is an intercsting exemmle of how
the natives hod batiled againat almoat overkvlming odds to
esiablish a trade Toutc - though what they trads is somsthing
we could never f£ind oult! What induced the first native to
make that teprible journey Aacross that limestone barprier?
The people of Bollvip appeaw 4o be the same kind as the Oxymin

ma %he Feromin peoples DO they come from the ozne commom stoek?

; wgg‘aid one poriiom of them settle in the rich Felofomin volley
while the other poroined in the poor inhospitable yalley of the
Ok Bol? Thegec are just some of the questionc that mmst ariss
jn the mind of everyoas vho has been across that narvel of

native engineering inzenuity = the road from Ozymin %o Solivip.

®with a copy of the E lofomin voccbulary toien by
and Black We Wers able to make oursclives understood by
ives from the Miamin people bhrough to the people on the
ek, In some casScs there were slipht variations but 1%
‘as if this was a ‘comon treding longuage (if not in
21 use) of all ths people in this district. The absence
of many verbs made the task of interpretation rather difficult
at times and the writer regrets that he had not had previous
verience With sign language to try and ascertain the native
or future piirols. pe,

A drought the previous yeor had vesulted in the supply
ive foods not being 80 plentiful as siated by ip. Tsylor
“peport but then I understand that Xapius and Chempion
sgme difficulty in this country. Perhaps Taylor etruck a

X" yearf Only further patrols can determine thats

.~ The natives of Eelofomin could not understand why We
10% have food dropped to us by seroplane and. A3 both Taylor

Willisns (¥r. W, Eorn) hed made use of ‘perial transport,

1 to expect that every Europcan has a 5lane somewhere in the

'~ Sswmell cowrls shalls were the nain item of itrade for
 native foode, ths basis being one shell for sufficient taro
 or sweet potato for one carrier. Razor blades and beads were -
on the Papuan side belov Faormin while the price for & pig °
: ne bush knife or one tormahawk. Contrary to what we had
‘been led +to believe, gold=1lip ghell was not as wvaluable as
expected but then the majority of the naotives with whon we ecame.

into contact were "steel hungry”e
t A >

5 _ When the expedition 1a9% the Kelofomin valley it was
travelling in totally unimown (%o any of us) country and had to.
rely entirely uvon the informotion given by the natives. The
difficulties in language thereby incrsased s2opecially as we
did not know the name of ome village past Bolivip nor the native xame
for the Fly River, Coupled with this is the fact that the natives
very scldom go outside their own boundaries 89 nou very little
of what lies aheade i ‘
The natives of Zolivip persucded us ©o go Gowm the head of;
the Fly River itself mithough they mentioned un alterngiiye route via
_ DUAP - the Black River.Uhether this alternctive route would have been
better than the one we took is sonething that another patrol can
determine, At Faormin we were told of a road through direct to
Eelofomin thereby bypassing Feronin and Bolivipe
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DIARY. /
TIMBONEI TO SND OF WATER TRAVEL, APRIL 14 TO MAY 741942

. e ma et f—

& ’14: Father Schafer and the gtaff of the mission at TINBUNKI
gavé’_ the party & very warm fareswell. As the "Thatis" left the
anchorage towing the "Fanny" there was great walling and lamenting
from the sssenblied villagers. Twenty=six cerriers had bzen
recruited fron this village and thelr relations were sure they
would never see them again. Degparted at 11l a.m. and made =a
detour to ANGRIMAN but did not stay long, procz=ding to MINDABIT
where Wg anchored for the night, Owing to the native unrest on
the Sepik Rivsr it was decided to keep a native and European
watch day and night.

APRIL 15: One reoruit was obtained end the party left for

K et B.50 a.m. the journey taking three hours, About
noon the pinnace belenging to F. Eichhorn was seen sppreaching
towing several cances and laden with natives. It was stoppsd
and we were told that several Europeans and one Chinaman had
been murdered by rebel native constables at 2 mining camp on the
‘South-West (Koreosmeri) River about 7 p.m. on 10th April, 1942,
Mr, Patrol Officer Hodgekiss cordered the launch to proceed to
Angorem warning the miseicne at. Timbunki end Kemblinje of the
danger and advieing lr, Assistant District Officer C.D, Bates
what steps hai been taken. Left Kamindimbit &t 2,30 p.m. and
anchored at YENTJEN at & D.m.

PRIL 16 Four more recruits Were signed on and the "Thetis”

. 1eft at 10 8.1, The natives of SHOTMERI ran away when the schooner
approached bul later returned. Arrived at KOROGO at 2 p.m. and

enchored, A terrific thunderstorm during the night and the -

"Phetis” was struck by lightning but luckily no dsmege was done.

10 a.m. Leamed that some of the rebel police were strongly

APRIL 47: L% Korogo at 8.30 a.m. and anchored at YENTJEMANGAU at

entrenched on an island in the CHAMBRI LAKES (an entrance to which is

opposite the village), Mr. Hodgekiss issusd two rifles i~
‘ex~police constebles living in the village who propcsed to ambush the
rebels. (Note: I understand that these tactics were successfully
‘ocarried out and 81l the rebels killed). Arrived at PUGHEI at 2 p.m.
but stopped the night at YAMINUMBO which ie a native village about e
mile above thi mission station,

A‘ER’I__L@;_ Father Hansen volunteerasi. to accompany the party astar
88 the Hay River so the departure was dslayed until 2 p.m. Anchored
for the night at JAPANDEI. One more recruit this morning.

~ BPRIL 19: Up-anchor at 8 a,m. snd the expedition arrived at AVATIP at

30 a.m. Fiva recruits were obtained from this village and at & p.is
the "Thetis" :nchored at the old Government station at AMBUNTI. Tha
gelvanized ir'n store wag found to be in good order.

APRTL 20: M:mecs, Thurston, Mason and "dgers went downstream %0
ALY In ihe "‘enny” and five more recruits were obtained.  The party

> n !
left Ambunti »%t 1 p.m, =nd stopped for the night at UESSAN = the last
village in "emtrolled” territory., One more recruit signad on. .

APRIL 21: Thsexpedition began its journey into the uncontrolled
territory at J a.,m. with epproximately 120 miles to travel before
reaching the llay River. On the way upstream & canoe of the 806OP
people puiled alongside the "Thetis” and the natives were given some
salt end a few £ish hooks., As there was no dry ground in sight

Mr. Thureton decided to keep going until 8 p.m. when the schooner was
‘anchored in mld-stream for the night.
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guipment and personnel were |
s (the right bank) in canoes Aal :
er was, firstly, the two poli e bo
and Fetterson, approximately ’

ison and myself followed by

i, Mason and Pickwell bringil
v aithough the ground was inc

: Co:

-defined and pa.ése,'dyt
in which there were iwo ¥eC tly-oce
camp at & p.@. On the banks of
om the opposite bank at dusk bu
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ose height and eventuall
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; 1ik e majority che

enth camg and, e magé esyo 2 €y

Lo 108
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: Discovered that one of our

“sent @ police boy and wo carriers back to 8
‘not successful in finding it.
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= 11 = T .nu'.x'.w.gmm
N : Ogr native friends arrived at our camp early brinzims faro -2
and two pilgs. We @ave them a tomwahawk apiece for the pigs and the
usual cowrie shell in payment for the taro. Left the camp at 1.30 p.m»
the track leadinz roughly South East and up @ mountain spur. The i

nativeg were still ulding us and after an hour's walk we
thr‘o’u_g,b, small hamIet..n%ur arrival had been expected gndpzﬁggugh

the men Yere in occug:tlon there were no women or children to be
seen. Mr. Hindwood had & bad attack of fever and had to drop to the
rear of the line. Crossed over the spur and camped at 1,650" on
the banks of a small creek, the natives bringing in more foodstuffs.

= The natives brought in some more taro which I persuaded
hem to carry for us. Left the camp at 9.30 a.m. the track leading
through a native garden thence along a spur. At 12.50 p.m. we
arrived at a villace which the natives told us was NABI%. The
altitude was 3,250', More taro was purchased and the natives
agreed to carry it %o our next camp. Left the hamlet at 1.30 peme
and moved off downhill. Rain made the track sllggery and even the
carriers were in difficulties. Made our sixteenth camp on the head
of a small river at a heizht of 1,900'. Our guides explained they
would be unabls to accompany us any further ag the next tribe were
enemies and would eat them. Rained all the afternoon and nizht.

Hay. 143 Spe=nt some hours dr{ing out all our equipment and stotes

50 did not lesve the camp until 11.30 a.me The track led up the

bed of the creek for about fifty yards then crossed to the riszht
‘henk and climbed up the mountain. Kept cllmb1n% all day and made
our seventeenth cemp on the mountain side at 3,500' st 3.30 p.ms ..
The country was now becoming more open and moss gabounded. More rain.

: 15s Broke camp at € a.m. and crossed the range at 4,100'. Began
To lose height on the other side of the Thurnwald Range and found
" a dead native woman beside the track. As there was no sicn of fmul
play we assumed she had heard us coming,. tried to run away, and had
‘slipped, breakino her neck. About 11 a.m. we arrived at the village
~ which was situated on a narrow ridge in a wonderful defensive pesition.
411 the inhabitants had fled to the bush but as rain was threatening
ecided to camp in the village square. In order to save our
“we obtained sowe taro from the nearby zardens snd left plenty
owrie shell in payment. Just.about dusk one native came 1940
illase so Mr. Thurston explained what had been done and, in
ion, cave the native a larze knife. ‘ 5

ey 16: Three natives came into the villaze thie,monh%EQJand were
JuIte friendly. They told us the village was called IBREIM and
- that the Kelofomin people were only two days' journey away. Woel
~ we left the village at 10 a.m. they showed us the mouth o wyng;;,v

bo FACTOMIN but would not come any further wita us. g&gga@_d,u_
b , several smz1ll gardeng before climbing to 3,500 on.z spur then
dropping down into 2 new garden. The outlet from £hxaAg§$dgng as
~ obscure and it took an hour to find the right track out. e ¢ imbed
3 steep mountain and from the top we had a wonderful view of a huwpe
. walley runnine South West to a range of mountains about twelve .
miles distant. This we presumed was the valley of the Donner River:
The track descendec again and we camped by a small creek at @ he i
of 2,500'. Our ninsteenth camp was a wet one-

lay _17: Broke camg st 7.30 a.m. and followed a small creek gown-~

stream which led to what we thoucht was a tributary of the Ok Fu

. (Clear Biver). Followed a well-defined track leading South East

~until mid-day when Wr. Thurston decided to leave the track and’
cut a compsss course due South. Arrived at the OK FU (Clear River)
at 3.15 p.m. at spot where it was apgroxxmatel¥ fifty yards

. agross, three feet deep and flowino to the West. We forded the
river and moved upsbream to build our twentieth camp on the left
bank. The barometer showed we were at 2,100". As he supply of
rige wae limited znd practically exhawstel Mr. Thurston deciced
that to-morrow we will cut bush due south in ahoge of zettirg to
the Donner River bsfors all the sotes are exhausteds T was an

* fayour of staying cn the native tracks and going via FACTOMIN which
must have been onl: one day away and where we could obtain more
native foods-.
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48% Left the camp &t 7:15 a.m. and the track led South o I
South Bust alonz a spurs We kept climbinz but the walking was

- easy although a trac had to be cut most of the way. it That
‘altitude - between four and five thousand feet above ses level ~
the glimate was mildly axhilarating even if the rare atmosphere

did us vant after any strenuous ° inch". We made our twenbty=
first Camp og?the mountain side at an gltitude of 5,800 butwen Y,
there was no water €o the carriers had to be issued with meat .

I set some of the "bo 8" digeing holes in a deep d te
but even that did notyproduca any water. p oIy, M

May On the track again ab 7.45 a.m. still climbinz. The
,3fagurj*"nOW'deteriorated-°°n81d8r8b§¥~b91n5 a tangled msss of
moss and. lichen-covered roots around which we stumbled and cursed.
Tyen the trees up here seemed to have scquired a stranze fantastic
iﬁhﬁpg jke the i.lustrations of "Dante's Inferno”. Lack of water
P

=5

ezinning 1o tall on all the part and the carriers frequently
;g;,pfg§¢%0‘s§gaeze_a few drope from the festoons of moss th&t y
 hung from every iwisted bough. No water meant no rice, 80 o8

azain the carriers had to be issued with some of our precious meat.

1% seemed as if the top was néver cominc. Around and under, in and
e tanzled roots we clambered and one member of the pa1ty
that it would have made a gerfect getting for Walt Disney's
a®d We struzeled on until 5 pem. when we made our trenty-

+. heioht of 7,000' but I went down a small ravine

ore contented. Not sufficient
11 sat around small fires and

d in our blenkets and wearing all

- ground to pitch Lo,
Shivered despite being Wreppe
“gpare clothinz.

, 902 Broke camp at 9 g.m. and climbed, more or less, hand over

o 7,450" and thus crossed the DONVER MOUNTAINS. Lator we
"2 glimpse of sowme native gardens a few miles away @cross

jalley. The track now Swunz to the East and began lo d

h we uid ot lose hel%ht quick enouzh and had to camp ab

- Issued the last of the rice to the carriers to-nizht = a
11 ration at that, toos Gl

'S$§§sffhgzsﬁonaand;Hindwooq,took the go}ice §q¥§ and. e
ead to 2% the track and tr “and establish contaci with
ives (if any). The trac keptWwrnine to the Rast
urston became frichtened that it would lead him away from
15 we haq seen the previous day and he gave orders tn cul
g porbilon of the track was urdou tedly the worst
uﬁkeﬂ,Wb‘cresaed-a:small cregk, up and over & SLEEP
o the DONNER RIVER (OK ILIEP) at 2,900 . The ané:f;

wiftly flowing river about ‘twenty feet wide
. Ty arossed on & log and camped beside the ¢
op! ae d ¥5rast1ﬂgﬁinicgm‘, Theanat1VHstLIE$1MAN_> b
and sold us taro, swest potatoss,® eve and a smell
@_ﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁfmwrwmmmd%ﬂmamomwwamathpmx
ass of a clinical thermometer as a fo=e ornement» Thes paople
‘not nearly g0 impressive as the Mismin people although ong
R0 | chap took a 1i¢in " to ms and followed me wherever 1 went
i*ﬁ@@?ﬁfiﬂfw&rd§'aftere to ecuide us to the Kelofomin psople: I was
.~ not sble to find cut his neme so We called him "Number One."

May 2% lHore natives came into the camp this mornin% but refused

- o I;ggv;n-an¥ more food saying that we should %o o their .
. village where thers wae plenty. DBroke camp at 31 m.m. and climbed
pg the mountain rising to 5,5%0' by 3.30 pem. The villaze consisted
of eleven housss acranged in the form of a sguare and was comparatblv
1y clean. We campad on a ridge about four hundred yards bsyond €he
village. Our tweniy-fifth camp and, as usval, it rained.

lay 243 The natives continued to bring us food and eventually

we had to stop thew as we could not carty 87y more. _The usua

gaymants of small cowrie shells were made here. aroke camp ab
1.30 @a.m. and many of the natives accompanied us carryins some of

The track was good and followed

our cargo and actinz as zuides.

[



departurs until 11 30 a.m, and
,r_plateau we had been £

‘climbed steeply to 7,200° and o
the Kelefomin valley. What a
was the promissd land.l
: eaé 80 mueh about, ..
',alley with a pimple risi g 1
8 were scattered over tﬁe T

al' y,formed a perfe
' we could\not step lon

r ing it. £
thirtieth cemp since 1aawin8

and the road was good un,,xr
- or here 1t was Jo e
L sight yards across but very
: steep gorges of the nsadwaters of he
eroesed anc ther river, Amb
nma frem the rear of the line that Mr.
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A hurried consu:
., Thurstcn and myself hurry
c rriers to findg therne

Our gui
villages and when we ev
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june 4

; 'l'he advance party consisted of Thurat
yeelf together with P{IOU (the be _term'. th
"and forty of the carriers, dJust before
‘native who had Just come across from ;
and cnuld not or would not give us

'ota,o gerdens after we had crossad th.e
last time. We wore now in the count:
nd were soon climbing the low foothills lem
’ rier., At 2 p.m. we camped - our thi
rlooking some small gardens. :
to be about one thm.sand feet

p_enple Gid not paint a very
there was very 1litile food to be ha
w how true thelr words were.

no:;e tban b&lf a mﬂ.e ahead. )
but then it begen to raln and we W
t drink., We did not mind getiing wet u
A% 1 p.m., we caught up with Pohou an
'@ sheltering in a native nut eo decided to
e day. Mr. Thurston lost his barometer fthis mol
at we are camped about 9, 000" and how cold 1!; 18y
iers dug end found some water. ;

night. Our coldest camp to-datel

19



d
1,M, CA to a small stream which we af
of the OK AMIL which we were to meet
‘&epct climbing and eventually re ched (
heavy mist blotted out any view we
below us. Then we began to descend one
est slopes in tue whole of Wew Gu»i:
d over limestone rocks, greasy
st half hour of this was through
for the nlght by the 0X Bo g
there to meet us and promized to ]
ing. Once again thers was no dry
;r and, as the tem’s was 1 akir

bseqgqu =
Bolivip's thz-ee bamlets had be: {
ched and cvery bow end errow collected a
were posted all night bhut no sign of
lough we knew that we were under obaar

20
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1A - 17z At first the natives would not come near us and

- 1 shouted to them (and the world in general) that we intende
[ (remain in their village until the stolen hardware was retmgdto
- and they supplied us with a guide to the Ok Fenning. Oon 17th
- 8some of them came in and told us that the men who had stolen the
Inives and tommehawks had gone to Duap but latep brought hack
: 3 of the knives. We levied some taro and some Pigs to make
: lp for thelr theft and obtained & guide whom we secuved by a
~ chain to safeguard ageinst any further treachery,

 June 18- I explained to our gulde - ALAMATO - that when we .
rived at the Ok Femming he would be relsased snd given a kmife
: Wnt_-for lsading us and he seemed guite happy about it all

 stdll took no riske when we left Bolivip at 8,30 a.m.
_the Ok Auil again end camped for the gecond time in the

B gerden beyond it.
o v
l On the tract at 9 am. and two more natives came along

‘company for Alamelo. The track was very oOVergrown
1y very seldom used so we had to cut most of the ey
iother smell stream, the Ok Kinnime. This river is very

and is fod by two emall waterfalls which fall sn

distance from the top of the main range. I egtimated
» to be six hundred feet long and sbout eight hundred.

ve the Jevel of our road. Wade our fortieth ecamy in
1t 1.30 p.m. on the site of two old native huts.

poke camp at 9 sl and went westuards, the track
80 e made good time.  About 11 a.m. we came out .
ch that appeared to be the rosuls of a previous

was a bog. of mudstone and limestone — a most
«  The »iver that flowed through it was one of

the Ok Ferming - the Fly River. The track was
efined although there were signs of previous =
jpardens. We crossed anoiher small creek and -
mning stresm which our guides told us wes the

on. o feet or s0 deep, tweaty fe =t

Y over limestone bouldsve. ~Later we entered

of the FAORULN people end camped. We
and gent them back to Bolivip.

the Ok Fenning and mede a paddling motlon
‘to.indicate canoes. Cances! It seemed
=  But we were destined not to see a canoce =

: Speni the day in the willege teikinz to the natives

y all confirmed the information that there are e:moes on
cenning but I wes unable to ascertain where or how far
The cerriers were all looking much better but the

ed dist was ggginning to show its effects on the 4
» Thurston and Hindwood both looking in a very bad ways

23: Rain prevented our departure until 9.45 a.m. and our
_1ed us down a good traek roughly in & South-West
etion. We rapildly lost height and soon crossed anothar
am which we were told was the Ok AZim. Cnossed two small
mcﬁﬂﬂ.ng in from the Worth and then climbed approximately
- 2,000 feet befcre the track swvunz South and ‘South-West along
. s top of a ridge. The drizzling rain Gid not cheer us end
We were &ll glad when Thurston geve the order to camp 4n &
small deserted garden. Our forty-third camp snd 8% reining.

21



18, /

June 24: Hr. Thurston had been sick 211 night from the bad diet

8 31d not leave the camp until 9 8.0 when our general

~ @im stion was South. We passed several old gerden sites and
crossed some small creeks. shortly efter ten o'clock we sew
our first wild sago trees - the first we had seen since leaving
the lay River. A profusion of ssgo palms would golve all our
food problems as sSago ig much easier to carry than taroc or
gweet potatoess Crossed two feir-sized streams then fought
our way up through an old garden to reach the first villiage or
hamlet of the FERNING peopls. The carriers were cemped nearby
and we hired a house f£rom the inhabitants who numbered only a

. gozen and appeared to be there making sagls We purchased some
bananas end some taro and later the natives sold us & pig.
Our forty-fourih camp! Dry for once:

June 25: Spent the éay preparing food for the track and trying
¥o get more snfopmation from the local natlves. The language
hag now chenged end our Kelofomin dialect is more or less useless.

June 26: Left the village at 8.15 a.m. three of the netives
coming with us to guide us to the Ok Penning. We dropped into
the valley of the OK WENNEK which flows Eaet and joins the Ok
Penning and at 3.30 p.m. arrived at the junction where we camped.
#ir, Thurston and I wen® and inspected the Ok Penning and found
it to be sbout fifty yards wide, seven o® eight feet feep and
flowing rapidly to the South East. We could see a large valley
. ghere it seemed to turn to the South. We swam acrops the river
" and welked for half a mile or so downstream. The verdict was
Meanoceable bui not refiable” so we decided to walk downgtream
for a day or so by which time it should be more navigatable.
,!hﬁn.m.returnaﬂ."to our forty-fifth cemp we found that ouz guldes
had run away, Gaking with them three kmives which our carriers
had carelessly left lying around despite our werningse.

. June 273 _Scouts were sent out to try end fing the track leading

dovnatesan bui they pesurned reporting that both rivers werg in

‘£lood end it would be impossidble to cross elther of them to-day.

~Sent half the line back to the village to conitact the natives
and buy mors turo as well as to try and cateh the natives who

- stole our knilves. :

‘June 28: Spent the morning puilding a reft and then traneported

our stores fron the left dank of the Ok Wennek o the junction

 formed by the right beank of that river end the right benk of the
Ok Fenning. \

June 28: Anocther day gpent in camp -~ our forty-sixth ~ prepar=
ing for the march to-morTow. The carrilers returned with some
“tero but they had noi been eble to catch the guides who had
stolen the kmives. Ho pgin to-day which is quite & change.

June %0: Ieft the cemp at 9 a.m. and Followed %ho right benk of
che O nning. The walking was essy although the track wae
overgromn and necessitated a greal deal of cuvtinge The river
later changed its nature and ran inlo a gorge 50 we were forced
to climb out of it over some more limestone country. We dropped
back into it egain and camped beside the piver. Thurston went
on shead with the police boy for en hour but returned o report
that the gorge was a huge one and Wwe —ould have to try and ©

out of it in the morning as it was jmpossible to procesd any
further along the water's edze.

J 1: The previous night's rain had turned the Ok Fenning

Into = horrible looking brown swollen t+orrent roesring its Way
through a limpstone gorge. Hre. Thurston decided o XY end

£ind o wey along the face of the gorge as theve appedrad to be.

no way of sceling that limestone barrler and thus going over the
%op. We worked our way up and down along the face Like flies

ob & wall and 1t was the slowest end most difficuli waiking We e
had yet encountered. For & hours Ve strugged but eventually €
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'-ates We coud get past that she
.« Perhaps furiher TOYZEBau
g without food
: : to the hamlet obta
: dea across the mountalngs.
# sn hour then msde camp in
night end we ate half of our

at
rty-eighth cemp.

gnd thenk g oodness NO-one {
) nay"' ‘Worked our way baek

des told s (by signs) tnat'
Mhen he was in this :
1ng down SO W& though
They offered to gt de us
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] %o obtain any real eat:tma‘ﬁ
un y) to the alleged aer

. days later. Lert the camp at |
ontracted influenze. B‘onewed the 1
and at 11.15 a.m. crossed the Ok Koup whi

rack was now bad although we found
1t Mr. Xorn had some that wa;
{ Ing and our guide showed
1ns abcunded and indieated by s}
Korn had received his sup
mted as 1% was evidently a pa

did ot kmow anything a’bé
m&hest he had ever b

ng What a’ wonderful azgm:
' app axi '

M Sl

llr. Thurston shot = pidgeon so onse agal lib
! . and soup. Our fifty-sixth camp was on tm
iy m\ren and a fine one for a chengeé. -
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o have a poisoned leg we decided
] sed the previous day and 1
arty arrived in at our camp at
two days later than we did so that
 we had to waste cutiing bush an

sazo is practically exhans

plciwell would remain be!
n's leg while the remzinder of the
o try and contact the natiyes ox

where we could build a base camp 2

' In additicn ten carriers.
d e grge canoe on tk
not improve. We left the cam

.eck before climbing up an

th the crudestof pecdles, inde
g", These people use their can

; way along the
_ it swif ly-running river.
€ on the right hand bank of the rivet
e natives brought us in a little swe
meinly on sago so we do not look lilke ge

'




g the right hand fork.
Island but we had no way of
now very infrequent and mos

ht up with Mr. Thurston who ha

& wild pig so we ail had & feed O
sizn of the other threoe Europeans
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August 16: At 1 a.m. we were awakened by a shout from Ihe river
‘to Slnd the three other members of the party had arrived. Mr, -
Thugston again went on shead at 6.30 a.m. while the remainder of

lthe Party followed at 8.30 a.m. We found an abandoned native
‘éanoe of good design so took it along with us so we could carry
m@té food when next we stopped. ILater we passed a hamlet on the
right bank of the river but it was miserable place and we did

not stop. The natives appeared to be very friendly. At 23.30 p.me«
we came in sight of an old station site which we later learned

was the base camp named OROVILLE. All the houses had been
destroyed or pulled down and its situation was reminiscent of
Ambunti on the Sepik River. Ve found several wild plgs so decided
to stop here for one day and give the carriers a rest. Our
sixty-third camp produced four pigs so all the boys had a fTeed.

gugust‘zog Spent in camp. Everyone enjoyed the spell and the
‘weather was kind for once. As our supply of sago was now reduced
+o three more days Mr. Thurston decided to stop at the next gocd
stand of sago and replenish our supply.

August 21: Mr. Thurston again went on to scout ahead but Lefore
we left at 9 a.m. we were vyisited by a canos containing four of

' the local natives two of whom wore "trade" trousers. They spoke
a few words of Motuan but spoke too quickly and badly for elther
Mr. Hindwood or Mr. Thursfon to understand them. Passed some nNew
gar ens»by»thg.riverLS'edge and at 2 p.m. caught up to Mr. Thurston
who had camped near a large stand of sago palms. As the ground
‘appeared to be low-lying and recenily under water we bullt some

'ﬁgﬁées‘gn’pi}es.and prepared to work to get some more Sago. .

sust 22 - 26: Bpent in camp while a further supply of sago
obtained. Most of the trees were rather dissppointing in
leld as they contained teo moch "water® and our Sepik boys
yery contemptuous of its quality. We were fortunate in
ining 4 feir amount of game at this camp. -

7: We decided to take advantage of the full wmoon and

camp at 4.30 a.m. At 7.30 a.m. we passed D'Albertis

~ the Alice River - and at 8.30 a.m. stopped for break-
group of native hunting houses on the right bank of

jer. At 1.30 p.m. we passed what may have been Ragsi Is.

e our sixty-fifth camp at 6,30 p.m. on the left bank of
;._ﬂéfhad:tfavelleﬂ for twelve hours that day snd probably
rty or forty miles, _

L g"ﬂbgftfﬁur%éamp.at 3.30 a.m. but a 1ight drizzle of
id not mske travelling pleasant. Passed some old garden
ut -generally speeking the country was mile after mile of .
: ited bushland. At 10,30 a.m, we came ©o what appeared to .
be an old station or village site on the rignt bank of the river.
e saw our first coconut palms since leaving the Hay River and our
carriers were able to collect a few nuts. Later we passed a cance
».ggniaiﬁing'eight natives proceeding upstream. Two of them were

el

clad in trousers but they did not stop nor, apert from smiling,
did they answer our greetlngs. TWe camped at 5.20 p.m. on an oléd
camp site on the right bank of the river where there were a large
number of knife cuts around. Another thirty to forty miles to-day.
Probably our first camp in Dutch New Guinea.

\ R Aupust 29: Left our sixty-sixth camp at 4 a,me end
the journey was uneventful until we passed a station site at 11 a.@s.
- situated on the left bank near the entrance to some lakes. The
presence of an oll drum indicated that Europeans had been here some
time in the past. At 1 p.m. we came to an old village site on |
the right bank near a sharp bend in the river. Camped downstream
on the left bank at 4.30 p.m. We estimated that we had gone another
thirty to forty miles that day.
Aug 0: E mp at 2.320 a.m, and had our bregk-
ust 20: Broke camp at 3.3C . i

fast at 8 a.m. e site of a native gsemi-permanent cam
° gREhe P S vards across bub was

on a long point. This point was barely fifty ¥
two or three miles long. Water bamboo had now become frequent
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ere there wrere some nati
probably in Dbutech New Guine

ver the pill at the back of our o

and replenish our supply of food

ember 6: This week wae spent cutting
= rerainder of the trip down the ¥
'11 ‘at this cmip and for the First ,
leaty to eat as our “shoot-boys mo‘-‘ £
birds each day- "

"o oD
&lusuv

er asseé. Ellangom
-sma.ll eoccn 1t ‘plontation and co
vailable so decided %0 ! 238
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er 12: After travelliog all night we passed what we thought
O bulivassowary Island at 10,30 a.m. and Mipnetonka Island at 1 p.m,
Both banks of the river arc now thickly wooded and it %was a nige
change after the "pit-pit"™ of the lake gountry., We wer- now in
tidal regions so camped in an old native garden on the right bank

of 'the piver at 4.30 p.m. Our seventy-~fiprst camp.

sSeptomber 13: Resumed our journey at 6,30 a.m, aftep waiting

for the tide., Passed some islands at 8,30 a.m, then visited a
village but found it deserted. We_had breakfast then went down-=
Stream apd met some natives who told us that they wepe from
TOTOMA which, presumably, was the village we hed visited. The
tide was diffioult to pull against but we kept on and at 4 p.m,
entered the D'Albertis Fairfax Group of Islands and cage up to
‘wherc Mr. Thurston had gamped on the right bank of the river. The
¥illage aonstable from TOTOMA came in and showed us his ‘village
book, Our seventy-second camp wes another fine one,

September 14: The river was now very wide and the tidal influence
- 8trong so when the tide was coming in we had to stop ashore ang
wailt for it to turn, Left the cemp at 6.30 a.m. and although we
‘travelled until 6 p.m. they did not go very far., The seas wepe
‘too big for our small oances with their low freebospd.

 September 165: Left our seventy-third camp at 6.30 a.m. and as the
 breeze was only light were able to maks good progress downstream,
‘The incoming tide, however, forced us to make our seventy-fourth
t noon near what we thought was the entrance to the channel
eading to Weridai., -

 September 16: Broke camp a8t 7 a.m., and once again onlm seas
v. wed us to make good speed, Camped at 1 p.m, on the right
- of the river, '

mber 317: Left our seventy-fifth camp at 7 a.m. but heavy
in held up our trip for an hour. Heavy seas are rapidly forsing

> abandon our rafts and even the Single cances are finding
iculty in navigating that five-mile wide river, Made our
h eamp «30 pom. thus avoiding the insoming tide but cur

S

very slow the past three days.

18: Only two and one half hours travel this day and

MURA where we purchased some native foods and
S a huge feed, High wind in the afternoon pr vented
‘any further although Mr. Thurston had gone on ahesd

ptember 19: Left the village at 6 a.m. and I called in at
.?x.Iwﬁﬁﬂzéj!B,ﬁeré told that Mr. Thurston had gone on to MADERY
LARTATION which is quite close. Arrived at Maderi at 9 g.m,
found Mr, Eric Woods in possession - mush to my great surprise.
Woods wes most kind and gave us a wonderful feed from his ;
valuable personal stores besides listening patiently

ur 8%ory and answerirg all our questions regerding the War,

Departed from Maderi for Daru in the plantation

- September Arrived at Daru et 11 s.m. Reported tc Mr,
~ Distrpiect Officep Vertigan,

L1

(STGNED) L. OULGERS.,
Clerk,
New Guinea Public Service,
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National Archives of Australia
NAA: CP679/1,1/6

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=3
0488793

Sketch map of portion of Territory of New Guinea and Papua, showing route taken by J A
Thurston Expedition (April to September 1942) - Original by L Odgers, clerk, New Guinea
Public Service, and based on map submitted by Karius and Champion, 1927-1928 -
Redrawn by K A Bell (January 1943) [copy 2]
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