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OBITUARY.
F/SGT. CLIFFORD NEWBY TONGE.

The military authorities recently sent
Mrs Neilson,of Sans Souci, and for

merly of Taree,the sad communica

tion: "Deeply regretto informyou
that your son,

Flight-Sergeant

Clifford

NewbyTongeis missing but believed

to have lost his life duringmorningof
16thMarch,1945,as a resultof air

operations. Known details are, he was
a memberof a crewof a Beaufortair
craft detailedto bomb and strafe en

emy
concentration,

which explodedand
crashed whilstover targetarea, south
of Kauk

plantation,
near But, New

Guinea. The Ministerfor Air joins
Air Board in expressing sinceresympathy

in your anxiety.

So a young Manning River boy met his
his tragicdeath at Aitape, Wewak,
New

Guines.

Bornin Taree26 years

ago, he became well knownin this
district,laterwent to Sydney, joined
the Railway staffat

Strathfield.
Then

enlistedin the Air Forceas did his bro
thers, Norman and Ainslie — passed his
examinationswith creditin a remark
ably shorttime,and becamea Flight-
Sergeant.

He had been on active ser
vicefor sometime,and had justre
turnedto New Guineaafter spending

holidaysat home,when his deathtook
place.

F/Sgt.Scherer, D.M., says: 'Cliff
and I were cobbers— a fact whichgave
me great pleasure,

it is a lossof such
a fine friend.His end was sudden.I
doubtif he knew

anything
of it. It

seemshis aircraftwas blownup while
he was bombingthe target.He and his
crew mate, Gordon Peatfield, frequent

ly playedcardswithus in theirlei
suretime.It was feltand freelyac
knowledged

by all of us that they
were the most popular members of our

gone,our firstreactionwas— 'I wish
it had been some other crew.' Their
lossis a blow, not onlyto us, but to
every member, of the squadron.Al
though no remains of the crew were
found,a servicewas held for the boys
the following Sunday.Padre Pickburn
prayed for theirsoulsand spokemost
eloquently of them. Among the hymns
were,'Nearer My God to Thee,' and
'Lead Kindly Light.'The service
was shortbut very

impressive.

He also
spoke highlyof Cliff's popularity

and
emphasized

his loss,not only to his
people,but alsoto the

squadron,
as a

whole.In concluding the service the
Padre read feelingly, 'RidingForth,'
by. W. C.

Braithwaite:—

. .

Out of the city'sshadowinto day
Ride forthour brightest,best,and- arc

'?.'?' gone;

The busy streets with crowded life

flowon;
But they have passed the wallsand
: all is grey. '?-...

They pusb into'the silence,and are
blest;

Oiirfretfullife-a few yearstheytrod,
And ?joyfully wo give theni. back to
;?? God—' ?;?'?? ']'' ?'?'?'.'?'???'

Our heroesfurnished for some higher
quest. ' '.'?'? ,

They ride 'uponHis errands,Aye re
' main, - ?; : ???

Yet still their ])resence nervesour
?

-.service here, ?:-;-/'...,'???' -*??-?'
.: -.-.'?

Whileto theirsightour city sliincth

:r.-cleui::-»-v:.-.-,.-'.,??-???????-*??.??'?:-?? ?''.--??????.;??'?

????'?
And or our 'human love their souls

are vaiii..

Out of the city'sshadowtheyare gone,

Out of life's ?dimnessinto God's^ own
'-.-. day;;-'?? -'v

'??.?' .????'

. '
Within we wcop^then frontthe day
'; and pray, . ?

. And, strengthened,to the unfinished

1 .workpass'on. '?- '?':-.?'

?A splendid floral tribute, iu the form
of Wingswas jilaced in a prominent

positionon the Cenotaph, MartinPlace,
Sydney, on Anztic Day by Mrs..Nielsen

(mother of Cliff) and Mrs Day (mother

of. PhilDey)in honorof the lostcrew.


