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18, Orange Grove,
Kensington ﬁsrk.

27th April, 1942,

A letter of yours has just arrived dated 7th Hareh, znd I
cgn't answer 1t fzst enough to assure you thzt I am perfectly well and
safe ot nome, I =m sending & cable off with this snd hope that it
will veste no tisme inm getting to you, for I can't bear to think of
you writing trnose dlsmal pages esch week to @ ;risoner who tsn't. I
do nope that you huve heard pews of your Edns Aldworth by now, but I
don't feel very hopeful for the nurses from the Singapore General for
we nzve heard nothing of & lesss we knew therc ~ lsry Unisache,

I ar dresdfully soryy that you have beer so worried about me
and Teel a perfect wretch for not cablimg you before. I did wiite you
& brief note in answer to your Letter about Edna, but either it hes not
reached you yet or it nass been -lost., That rote of yours &idn't reach
we till late in Januery vwhen we were up in Johore and working 2t the
double, so I didn't have a chance of lookinz her Upe 1 IL 1 nead i ,
shont Ber in the corly Zays 1 ¢oUld easidy have found her ont because,

T ileWe vere waitic- for our own hospitel to be sut in ruaning order,

*e used ¢ go and wors =t the Geperal several wornings eacn -eek. Fane
our beins so neer ench other sll that time! :

I wouldn't have missed cne ‘ay of our time in Malsys even wit)
tie Japs thrown in. It was = marvellous experience (eapocially now
that I kiow I got through 1t siright!) and all so vorth while and full
of interest snd excitement. The one thing that saddens =211 our memnory
of 1t 1s tiat none o: our men (¥.0's and orderliies) snd only half the®
girls got aut. We rzve heard aothing of them at =1l and can only hope
that they ure all tocether and zre being ellowed to esrry on cs a
hospitel - it seems : lot to nope for.

‘e hed to evacuate the hospital from Johore to fingspore when
the Japs vere extrecely hot on our heels, and we completed the whole
withdrewzl in two days, which wag pretty good going, seeinz that we wers,
then cloge on 1200 beds and people told wus that no A.0.H. could be
removed under 6 weeks! You just should nave seen us pelting up an@
down stairs with.mattresses on our hexds and iron bedstesds practically
tucked under our arms. I huve never seen people work so herd, or so
cheerfully, One of our junior H.O's was heard to remasrk at one stapge
"Lets auve = rest boys - let's carry mettresses™,

7y the end of the second day nothing wag left in Johore - not
even the fixed wash hund besins, and all the patients were in bed in -
Singapore. One werd sdmitted 80 patients and had them in bhed and
asleep in three-quarters of a- hour.



Once the Jape got on to the island we turned inte a

casualty clearing st:lion, end vere sdvitting men straight from the
front line. The 2 of us (messeuses) spent practically all ocur time
to the thesire =28 we did 2ll the plaster work, and the routine trest-
ment of wvounds efter excision was to dust them with sulphonilaside
powder, tnd .~cik thew with vaseline gsuze, ynd put them in = closed
plaster. Yher we were not plastering, we vere acting ss theatre pros |
or sz ®secrstzries® to the surgeons, who coulédn't spare the time to
write up deseriptionz of the operat{on in tase notes. If there was
ever 2 lull in the theatre, we went into the resuscitstion ward and
helped to "cops™ in there.s ¥We took it in turns to work back at night.
on¢ of us worklng risht throush till morniv:, another staylng till the
rush was over, usually zbout 2 a.,m., and the third SLEEPING. :

Ve collected only one bomb on the hospitsl, which was guite
good seelns tist we were between the doeks, tae sirport, snd ack-ack
defoneces. Every day we would hear them ¢ropping around us and guite
often the bullidlngs rattled and shook, but tae Jeaps did respect the red
cross and I believe the one thut got us was the last of a 'stick which
was fettisoned by a bowber in fuwll flight.

It neppened wost unexpectedly one night st about 10 o'clock.
Tiere had befn ne si::fi ng soungdotlplggggog§'thud of borhrs, a3 the |
night vwes ealm an? = whien guddenly et -
cloth I s, wnd on tae top step of our werandsh! =~ In the uidst of
sn exploding world I comtinued to think with peinful clarity (A) that
the top step was a PAD place to be in (B) that oy tin het was under my -
ped (C) that my leps seemed very long snd exposed (D) thst the bomb
was golny on and on like an overgrown "jumping isck® (E) that sny
moment I would find out what bzing wounded was Like. AL lsst the
ineredible nolse stopped and I rose cautiously bit by bit and people
csme runving from all directions to see if there vers any wounded.
¥iraculously there vere nons, The bombs had fallen in & stick alon
the coest in front of our hungslows, but in the s<s which wes & few
yards avwzy Irom our fromt doors, with the exception of the last one
which hed hit the only spot in the hospital that 2idn't mstter - the
end of & big ward waich was clesred and set with mess tshles. It had
then bounced off & :tolecony benesth, onto the cook-house roof and
exploded in the cook-house, which wss oupty.

) %e had all resligned ourselves to the icea of stsying in
ingapore and teking what was to come as the Japs were {ignting only
three mllcs awsy sni the shelling (much worse than any bomb} was
constant mnd uncomfortably near, ¥e slept and woke to the cosnstant Ll
din and every day tne filthy psll of smoke over everything srew thicker’
“nd smelller, and our bungalows shook more and more ss the shells fot
nearexr, =0 we were smaged when the (.0. appeared vwith 2 1ist of nares
and said that the following ¢irls vwere to be ready to leavs the next
aorning. Yhere wers thirty of us Iros eszch of the £ Anstralien
Hospltals. That was the worst moment of the war. Thankful as we

wers to think that ve could be rescusd, it was cruel heving to leave
everyone ¢lse. Fortunately we had been able to get all our really

\ helpless cases away on » hospitel shilp, but thet didn't make it easier



<

to leosve the others.

We went down to the docks in ambulance convoys after having
grebbed =z fev things together in small cases and rolled s few morelp
in rugs or sround-sheets, axd there we secv our ship - a2 cargo ship
which morm: 1ly had accommodstion for about 18 passengers and was
carrying £,500 troops, nurse: and eclviliszns,

%e were stowed down the hold znd tarewn tinned prbvisi
Yaalvaged” {roc the wharves - ru:kig checse, stew, biscults, bottles
r

of Gulnness's stout and ggjg food evive those sagging facial _
musclea®)! It wes dusk before we saile? und we watched Eingapore,
biszing frosm end to end, out of sight. There was Just room for us
to Lie dowvn in the hold and we lay flat on zround shests and sweated
33 1 nnve nover swested bhefore, -

Tae roxt deuy 2t 9 5.z, we heard nlepes again and the order
vent round to tade cover as the Jeps were alter us, e lay flat in
sur nold for four hour: whlle flights of plznes numbering in ail 60
dive and high-level bombed us.consistently. How we survived it no
sne understood, lesst of sll the Ceptain, who said ha nsd never
experienced enytihing like it in this war or the last, and never

gxpontad to briuns ws throuvgh 43, Qver swnd over ngei¥ the %dkhébééftf

e WOWLE Crop encircTing us eonplately so-thet thT ship

G
of &t woter, snd Tlopped beock agelp with & frightful «reneli-mad =
shudder, and yet vc were oniy hit four times. Pourteen peop§37§ﬁ5&—~1
ktlled =nd twenty wounded, so we orgeniged ourselves into = hosy§t£1~~
once more and tock 4 hour shifts on duty. Two British (fngiish
corpor: Les wore cur "refuge znd help® inm &ll tuiz, TPhey vere prices
lezs Yorkshiremen who were tireless in keeping everyone cheerful
(rockirs with lsu-hter in fact) and organising comsunity zinging snd
gener=l buffeooncry. They vere guch funnier tnan they r-=zlized., =

Fext dsy we made Batavie snd frowm then on our journey was _
unevertiul., Did you know thst Lovat (Kay's Lovat) is & prisoner'-\\\:
in Jave? They -ere sent there right at the l:st gasp znd we know
no mor: then that,

I sust Cindsh thi« sereed. I do hopc you hear gong news
of Pdnr and that -2 all have someéthing to cheer us up 00,

Lot&i of lowe,



