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The

Old Boys who
died at the
Anzac landing

Eleven Scotch Collegians were among the
650 Australians who died at the Anzac landing

on 25 April 1916,

About 650 Australians were killed at the
landing at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915, and 11
of them were Scotch Collegians.

That they died at the very beginning
of that vast conflict is poignant,-as is the
desperate enthusiasm that the records
show them to have felt about participating
in the war that would kill them so soon.
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For example, Cuthbert (also known as
Charlie) Long (1886) was only accepted
into the army on the ninth attempt. The
Melbourne Herald had called him the
‘Forlorn Hope'. This 44-year-old ‘cheerful
optimist’ was at last enlisted, in the 7th
Battalion, and The Scotch Collegian
reported that ‘on camp, on ship, and in
Egypt he was the life of the company’. Yet
as a boat brought his company ashore at
Gallipoli on 25 April he was killed. His body
was eventually pulled from the water.
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Alf McColl (1911), another member of the 7th Battalion,
was only accepted at enlistment when, it seems, his height
was falsified: his true height appears to have been 54",
two inches too short for him to meet the official minimum.
He was not oblivious to the dangers of war, for he wrote to
his parents before entering battle: ‘| do not relish the idea
one little bit, but Australia owes a good deal to the Mother
Country. Then, again, | could never stay at home, realising
that some of my best chums from School were over there,
whilst | stayed home reaping the benefit of their sacrifices.’

He made a sacrifice himself, being last seen on a
forward ridge on 25 April, reportedly wounded. His body
was never found, and the anguish of his father is apparent
in letters he wrote to the defence department seeking
information in June 1916 and June 1921. In the 1921 letter
his father suggested that his son’s body might be identified
by the metal Scotch College badge he took away with him.

Many Old Boys at Gallipoli were acutely conscious
of their school background. Reg Brownell (1909), Keith
Mcllwraith (1912) and Percy Warren (1901) signed up at
Prahran on the same day, 17 August 1914, and joined the
Public Schools Company of the 5th Battalion. This company
included ex-students from Scotch and its rivals on the
sporting field.

One of them, George Earp (an Old Melburnian), wrote
that Brownell was part of a group who, as part of a firing
line on the day of the landing, ‘lay in the open and snipers
got on to us. Brownell was shot first through the head and
died with a groan.” He added that Brownell ‘fought without
fear all day.’ Brownell’s body was never found, but his name
is commemorated at the Lone Pine Memorial, near where
another eyewitness claimed to have seen him killed.

Also commemorated there are Percy Warren and Keith
Mcllwraith, thus creating a sad symmetry: all three shared
the same place and day of enlistment, and the same
place and day of death. Mcllwraith had been in the 1911
premiership-winning cricket and football teams with Stan
Neale (1912), and the two went ashore side by side. As

Mcliwraith turned to answer Neale's call to help a wounded
man, he was shot in the side and killed instantly.

Walter Dyer (1908), of the same battalion, also has no
known grave. The last eyewitness account saw the 22-year-
old lying unconscious after three shells had exploded in front
of his section, killing or wounding every man in it.

Robert Gillespie (1910) enlisted and died on the same
day as Warren, Brownell and Mcliwraith. Like them and
Dyer, he is also mentioned at Lone Pine, but is buried
rather than commemorated there and was a member of
another Victorian battalion, the 6th. He was last seen alive
leading two other men in an advance through thick brush
on the 25th. He called them forward repeatedly with a short
whistle, but eventually no more whistles came. Early in 1920
his body was found in an isolated grave at Phillips Top and
reburied.

Herbert Robertshaw (1906), also of the 6th Battalion,
had nearly completed his studies for the Presbyterian
ministry when war broke out. He enlisted and landed at
Gallipoli, but was not seen again after advancing some
two miles inland with his section. His parents’ hopes rose
when a returned soldier told them in 1915 that he had seen
Herbert in a hospital in Egypt. His service record contains
aletter to his parents telling them that the hospital denied
ever admitting Herbert. In 1916 he was officially pronounced
killed in action. His body was never found.

Another 6th Battalion Scotchie was Matthew Wasley
(1911). This 21-year-old law student had initially been refused
enlistment because he was too short, and although he
lacked military experience was made a lance-corporal. This
probably reflected the respect that various fellow soldiers
testified that he commanded. At the landing ‘Was’ and a
friend became isolated from their unit in the confusion. As
he looked for a source of sniper fire, Wasley was shot in the
head and killed. His body was not discovered until 1919,
when it was moved from an isolated grave to Lone Pine.
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Frank Moorehead's (1905) body was found too, in 1923.
Moorehead was an uncle of Old Boy, war correspondent
and author Alan Moorehead (1926), for whom visiting
Frank’s grave at Shell Green Cemetery was ‘a moment
of truth’ in the writing of Alan’s important book on the
campaign. Frank Moorehead was in the 8th Battalion, one
of four Victorian battalions that participated in the landing on
25 April: the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th. All were part of the 2nd
Australian Brigade under Scotch Collegian Colonel James
Whiteside McCay (1880). Each battalion’s fatal casualties
that day included Scotch Collegians.

ABOVE: (FROM LEFT TO RIGHT):
PRIVATE REGINALD CLIVE BROWNELL
(5TH BATTALION), PRIVATE WALTER
DYER (5TH BATTALION), SERGEANT
ROBERT GILLESPIE (6TH BATTALION),
PRIVATE CUTHBERT LONG (7TH
BATTALION), PRIVATE ALFRED
MCCOLL (7TH BATTALION), PRIVATE
DAVID MCILWRAITH (5TH BATTALION),
PRIVATE FRANK MOOREHEAD (8TH
BATTALION), PRIVATE LINDSAY

REID (7TH BATTALION), CORPORAL
HERBERT ROBERTSHAW (6TH
BATTALION},

CCORPORAL PERCY WARREN (5TH
BATTALION) AND LANCE CORPORAL
MATTHEW WASLEY (6TH BATTALION).
* GUY NEAL LANDALE L ABERTOUCHE
(OLD SCOTCH COLLEGIAN, ENTERED
1881) WAS KILLED ON 14 APRIL 1915,
SERVING WITH THE BRITISH INDIAN
ARMY IN IRAQ (OR MESOPOTAMIA AS
IT WAS THEN CALLED). THE OTHER
11 WERE KILLED AT THE GALLIPOLI
LANDING ON 25 APRIL 1915,

There were many more who survived that day and faced
another eight months of danger on the Gallipoli peninsula.
No wonder that Lieutenant Stan Neale, writing in July 1915
about the death of Keith Mcllwraith and other mates, was
already calling this a frightful war’. That was dreadfully
apparent to Mrs Mary Reid, a widow who on 25 April lost
not only her son and Old Boy Lindsay (1906), fighting with
the 6th Battalion, but also another son, Mordaunt, fighting
as a lieutenant with Western Australia’s 11th Battalion.

The landing at Anzac demanded awful sacrifices of
Australians from all areas, ages and walks of life.

DR MARK JOHNSTON ~ HEAD OF HISTORY
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Anzac Day

aporopriately
commemaorateo

at Scoteh

With Australia this year commemorating
the centenary of the Anzac landing at Gallipoli
on 25 April 1915, Scotch’s annual Anzac Day
Assembly took on even greater significance,
as the school gathered to honour the legacy
of this historic event. Of the 650 Australians
killed at the landing on 25 April 1915, 11 were
Old Scotch Collegians.

At the assembly, excerpts from the diaries
of Old Boys Harold Gordon Craig (1899)
and Richard Keith (known as Keith) Phillips
(1913), both of whom took part in the landing,
were read by current Year 12 students Nick
Sutherland and James Fay, as a poignant
reflection of the Old Boys’ experiences during
this disastrous campaign.

Following the completion of the Memorial
Hall in 1922, erected for regular senior
school assemblies and the annual Anzac
Day Services, the Honour Roll of war dead
from World War | was unveiled in 1936 at the
school’s Anzac Day Assembly. Now a further
29 names of Old Boys whose deaths as a
result of World War | had not been honoured
in the Memorial Hall, appear on panels either
side of the original World War | Honour Roll.
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To honour the legacy of Old Boys who
fell in service of their country, Anzac Day
2015 at Scotch was marked by a Middle
and Senior School assembly and a separate
Junior School assembly. The Principal, Mr
Tom Batty read the names of 12 Old Scotch
Collegians, one of whom who was killed on
14 April 1915 and 11 who died on the day of
the landing at Gallipoli. As is customary, an
Old Scotch Collegian, Mr George Mackenzie
(49), represented former students of the
school who served the nation in times of war,
to read the Ode to the Fallen, followed by the
Last Post, a minute's silence, and Reveile,
with the Chaplain concluding the service by
pronouncing the benediction.

To commemorate the centenary of
Anzac, Dr Mark Johnston (Head of History)
and Mr Paul Mishura (School Archivist)
have collaborated to produce a record of
all currently known Old Scotch Collegians
and Scotch masters who fell in the cause of
service and freedom during both World Wars.
These records are displayed on posters in
the Lithgow Foyer, and in a commemorative
website accessible from the Scotch site.
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http://www.scotch.vic.edu.au/ww1/index.htm
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ABOVE: IN THE QUADRANGLE, STUDENTS FROM YEARS 7 AND 8 PARTICIPATE IN
THE ANZAC DAY ASSEMBLY, WATCHING A PROJECTION OF THE PROCEEDINGS
IN THE MEMORIAL HALL ASSEMBLY.
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TOP: PAUL MISHURA, DR MARK JOHNSTON, NADA PEACOCK AND

PETER REARDON STAND IN FRONT OF THE ANZAC COMMEMORATIVE POSTERS
IN THE LITHGOW CENTRE.

BOTTOM: MATTHEW PALTOGLOU PLAYS THE LAST POST
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ABOVE: STANDING - BRANDON CHOW, JAMES DEPANGHER, MICHAEL MA, ALEX DEVLIN, RUSSELL HUTCHINSON,
EDWARD CARLISLE, SAM ALEXANDER, PETER THOMAS. SITTING: ZAC TSIGARAS, PATRICK HERBSTREIT

Tattoo and Retreat Ceremony
marks Anzac centenary

The meticulously orchestrated
2015 Cadet Tattoo, scheduled on the
eve of the centenary of the Anzac
landing at Gallipoli, included elements
of a moving ‘retreat ceremony’, dating
back to the World Wars when fighting
ceased at sunset to notify a return to
barracks.

The ceremony included evocative
music from the Military Band and the
Scotch College Pipes and Drums,
while the Support Company carried

out the complicated slow-time
drill movement of ‘Rest on Arms
Reversed'’.

The Reviewing Officer, Captain
Brian Schlegel ('84) paid moving
tribute to his experiences as a cadet
at Scotch, which helped him to realise
the importance of duty, diligence and
responsibility to the wider community,
both nationally and internationally.
The Principal, Mr Tom Batty, read
the names of the 11 Old Scotch

Collegians who fell at the Gallipoli
landing on 25 April 2015, encouraging
the Scotch community to reflect on
their legacy. Special guests, including
the families of Old Boys who fell in the
cause of service in 1915, members of
School Council and Year 12 members
of the Cadet Unit, the Pipes and
Drums and the Military Band, gathered
in the James Forbes Academy foyer
for supper after the event.



TOP: THE GUARD
BELOW: (LEFT): SCOTCH MILITARY BAND. (RIGHT) PIPES AND DRUMS
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