My grandfather is Harry CRESSWELL.  Harry was born in Belfast and at a young age would migrate to Australia.  He met Mary Ellen LEGGE (born Sydney) at their workplace, the Government Printing Office in Brisbane. They would marry and have three children, Stephen, Les and Monica.  They lived in Coorparoo, Brisbane.  Both Stephen and Les would join the Navy.  

My grandfather passed away 18th March, 1938.  Almost four years later on 4th March, 1942 Harry Leslie CRESSWELL (Les) would die when the HMAS Yarra sunk.  There were only 13 survivors from Yarra.  One of these survivors would be Geoffrey Bromilow.  Only recently I would discover that my Uncle Les was his best man at his wedding.  Last year I would have the opportunity to speak with Geoffrey Bromilow's daughter.  If only I knew this when Geoffrey Bromilow was alive.

Harry Leslie CRESSWELL joined the Navy in 1935.  He had married Hazel BOTTGER just before he served on Yarra and it had left the shores of Australia.  Unfortunately Hazel (now CRESSWELL) would pass away on 23rd November, 1946.  Together they had a child named Les whom I have never met.  

My Uncle Les was a butcher before joining the Navy.  He was adored by my mum and his family.

RIP Harry Leslie Cresswell.  Lest We Forget.
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