
THE TRAGEDY OF WAR 

 
A copy of correspondence from 1271 Private Austin Charles Townsend to 
the parents of 4049 Private David Dixon Marshall and 3783 Private Victor 
Dixon Marshall regarding their fate following the 1st Battalion’s involve-
ment in the Battle for Pozieres in July 1916. 

 
Tragically, Private David Dixon Marshall (left) was 
killed by shrapnel the day after his brother Victor 
(right) was seriously wounded - unbeknown to 
Townsend, Vic would succumb to his wounds a 
few days later. Austin Townsend would himself 
suffer serious leg wounds in late August as the ac-
tion around Pozieres continued. 
 
Their mate, 2005 Private Albert Edward Reeve (left), who bur-
ied Dave, would also be killed in August near Mouquet Farm.  
 
Austin Townsend would have his right leg amputated at the 
thigh. 
 
Four mates - three dead ….. one wounded for life. 


