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2014 Task requirements.

Describe his/her background before departing for the war (2 marks)

Describe the Gallipoli Campaign and Australia's involvement in it (3 marks)

What were your research subject's experiences at Gallipoli (3 marks)

To what extent did his/her service reflect the ANZAC spirit (4 marks)

Give your own understanding of the meaning of the ANZAC spirit (4 marks)

What was the impact of their service on families and communities left behind in South Australia? (2 marks)

Use a range of sources which may include photos, maps, artefacts, diary entrics and archival materials (2 marks)

R

LT.COL William Charles Nightingale Waite

the heroic and daunting experiences while on tour. Shortly before embarking on the journey to Turkey, Waite
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support himself, his comrades and his country as well as its allies as he did during the entirety of the Gallipoli
campaign. He did not only serve in Gallipoli however, he went on to serve in the European front reopened
after the Gallipoli campaign was discontinued. Serving in key battles such as Ypres, the Somme and Villers-
Bretonneux Waite served with great distinction as he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal for his
service.

Although it could be argued that as a field artilleryman he did not face the fore-front of the various battles that
he was engaged in, and therefore could not strictly exhibit every aspect of the ANZAC spirt to the upmost.
Nevertheless, in many battles including that of Lone Pine and the Somme; artillery support was imperative in
order to achieve success for soldiers and often Waite would have been responsible for saving many a British,
French or ANZAC soldier’s life therefore fully expressing these elements of the ANZAC spirit to the utmost.
Waite served with continued distinction and duty fully expressing the ANZAC spirit during his tour of service
during the Gallipoli campaign and after.

Never a man to stand back, LT. COL Waite continued to have a momentous impact on the Australian
community after he returned to Australia. Known as Mr. ANZAC (Australian light horse association 2000) for
his unwavering values and expression of the ANZAC spirit Waite led the Adelaide ANZAC parade 29 times on a
famed white charger until his death in 1973. Waite played a significant role in the recovery of South Australian
families and communities in the aftermath of First World War as well as the second one and kept the now
famous Australian ANZAC spirit alive for many years after the First World War.

THE GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN

The Gallipoli campaign was a campaign designed by British lord of Admiralty and future Prime Minister
Winston Churchill in an attempt to end the war early and in favour of the Entente. The campaign lasted from
the 25" of April 1915 to the 8" of January 1916 was one of the key events in World War one, despite being a
total disaster. The aim of the campaign was to open a front on Turkish soil, which was viewed as having
possessed the weakest army in the allies. Winston deduced that if a superior allied force were to piace
pressure on the Turkish front the German army would have to divide their forces away from the western front
in order to protect their defensive lines as well as maintain Turkish support weakening their ability to halt the
Entente, allowing the Entente a possible breakthrough in the western front and thus end the war early. Should
there be a breakthrough in the Gallipoli campaign Churchill also reasoned this as an opportunity to remove the
Ottoman Empire from the war. However for this scheme to be a success the Entente could not send a surplus
of their own forces as this would negate the nature of the plan. Therefore the Entente called upon the younger
nations of the Commonwealth mainly Australia and New Zealand. Australia had the largest non-Entente
involvement with the Gallipoli campaign with both troops and combat areas in the Gallipoli campaign.
Australia out of 11,410 ANZAC casualties suffered 8,109 in the single 12 month campaign (Australian
department of veteran affairs 2010). Australia supplied many of the men, supplies, ships and medical staff
to the Gallipoli campaign as they could not be spared by the British or the French. Australia’s involvement in
the Gallipoli campaign is world renowned for being the showcase of the ANZAC legend as well as being
Australia’s greatest oversea confrontation to date.

INTERPRETATON OF THE ANZAC SPIRIT:

The ANZAC spirit is the mentality that is the foundation of the ADF today; it has supported the AIF and
Australian militaries in the past. More importantly, the ANZAC spirit is a keystone in the New Zealand and
Australian nations as well as what defines us as a people. The ANZAC spirit is the culmination of mateship, the
desire to serve one’s country and its allies as well as remembering those who are harmed in the process. The
ANZAC spirit is the spirit to which Australian and New Zealand soldiers serve and volunteer for their respective
nations and involves doing what needs to be done in order to achieve a greater good while not falling folly to
the abuses of other powers. However the ANZAC spirit is not one of warmongering nor is it one of a bystander,
the ANZAC spirit is a series of values and behaviours that stands for the correct direction forward for the world
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today. The ANZAC spirit defines Australia and New Zealand as the nations that they are and is the mentality
that Australian and New Zealand servicemen and women serve upon.
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