List of daytime stops during ‘F’ Force march

The 7,000 men of ‘F’ Force were transported to Thailand in 13 trains leaving Singapore at daily intervals starting on the 18th April 1943. The 3,600 Australians travelled in the first seven trains and the 3,400 British in the following six trains.

On arrival at Ban Pong each train load of men were given a short rest during which they were told that they would have to march to their destination (an undisclosed distance away) and that they would have to carry everything on their backs. Subsequently there was much sorting out of essential gear and the selling of anything else of value. 

Because of the extremely high temperatures at that time of the year the Japanese made the men march at night so as to reduce the stress on the men. As the first party of men arrived in each transit camp a number of men were dropped off as fatigue parties (cooking, water point, etc). By Shimo Ni Thea this party had fallen to fewer than 200 men so remained at Shimo Ni Thea to join with the second party and subsequently became known as ‘Pond’s Party’. All following parties marched on through to their work areas at Ni Thea and beyond.

The following is a list of the daytime transit stops on the march. Usually a day’s rest was provided after two or three marches. Many men were forced to drop out of the march through medical reasons and most resumed their trek after recovering. 21 Australians and 53 British of those unable to proceed to the ‘F’ Force work area died in other camps.

   Arrival point                 Ban Pong

1. Tha Rua

2. Kanchanaburi  (Desert Camp)    

                                      (one night rest)

3. Lat Ya  (Temple Camp)

4. Tha Dan  (Bridge Camp)    

                                      (one night rest)

5. Tha Sao                                                           

6. Kinsaiyok

7. Lin Thin   

                                      (one night rest)

8. Hindat   (Stockyard Camp)

9. Prang Kasi  (Hitler Camp       

                                      (one night rest)

10. Tha Khanun   (Hill Camp)

11. Tamuron Part   (Swamp Camp)                      

12. Konkoita   (Cholera Camp)

13. Shimo Ni Thea   (HQ Camp)

(one night rest)

14. Final destination (Ni Thea, Shimo Songkurai, Songkurai, Kami Songkurai or Changaraya)

The following is the record of the march done by Major Bruce Hunt, Australian Army Medical Corps and the party of which he was a member. At Tha Sao Major Hunt was beaten by the Japanese with a golf club for insisting that some of his party were not able to continue the march.

Note: Place names are as recorded by Major Hunt. The dates are for this particular party, some parties were earlier and others later.

TIMETABLE OF MARCH FROM BAMPONG TO SHIMO SONKURAI (NO. 1 CAMP) THAILAND 













Distance






27 Apr. 43 – Left Bampong 2230 Hours. 








28 Apr. 43 – Arrived at Tamakan (Change Alley Camp) 0900 hrs.



27 kilos

                     Departed 2130 hours (Transport hired for heavy baggage)

29 Apr. 43 – Arrived Kanburi (Desert Camp) 0730 hours 




25 kilos

                                   Rested at night.

30 Apr. 43 – Departed 2100 hours (no transport available for baggage.

1   May 43 – Arrived Wampoh (Temple Camp) 0800 hours 




24 kilos


          Departed 2000 hours (heavy gear by hired yak cart)

2   May 43 - Arrived Wunyi (River Crossing) 0830 hours




23 kilos




Rested at night.

3  May 43 – Departed 1930 hours (no transport now possible of hiring).

4  May 43 – Arrived Tahsao (Main Base Camp) 0900 hours. 



24 kilos


                      Departed 1930 hours (in rain).

5  May 43 – Arrived Kinsaioka (Bamboo Creek) 0800 hours. 



23 kilos



          Departed 1900 hours.







6  May 43 – Arrived Rin Tin (Mile from river) 0800 hours 




18 kilos



         Rested at night

7  May 43 – Departed 1900 hours.

8  May 43 – Arrived Hindato (Stockyard camp) 0830 hours




21 kilos



         Departed 1900 hours.

9  May 43 – Arrived Brencale (Hitler Camp) 0800 hours




20 kilos



          Rested at night.

10 May 43 – Departed 1950.

11 May 43 – Arrived Takanoon (Hill Camp) 0800 hours 




17 kilos


          Departed 0015 (orders for rest countermanded)

12 May 43 – Arrived Tararumpat (Swamp Camp) 0930 hours



19 kilos


          Departed 2000 hours.

13 May 43 – Arrived Konkoita (Cholera Camp) 0900 hours




 21 kilos


          Departed 1930 hours.

14 May 43 – Arrived lower Niki (H.Q. Camp) 0800 hours




18 kilos


          Rested at night, also night 15/16th 

17 May 43 – Departed 0400 hours – arrived Shimo Songkurai at 0900 hours.

11 kilos











Total
          291 kilos

