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Early Life

Henry “Harry” Howard Richardson' was born on the 15 September, 1878, in the country town of
Pekina, South Australia. His father, Thomas Richardson, migrated to South Australia in 1859
and Harry’s mother, Eliza Messenger, migrated from Croydon, England, in 1849, on board the

. . 2,
ship ‘Marion

Harry’s parents married in Clare Valley before their ever-increasing family numbers of 10

children® forced them to acquire new land.
From Clare, they set out to take up new land in the Hundred of Pekina, where Harry was born.

At this time, it was announced to the South Australian government that land would be made
available to pioneering families on the far west coast of South Australia. In true pioneering spirit,
they took up the challenge and began the long and tiring trek through the Gawler Ranges. For
Harry, who was 12, this was an experience of his short lifetime!

Harry and his family settled on their block of land in the Hundred of Bagster®. Tragically, the
family lost everything in a fire. They relied on family and friends from the community for
support. Harry began to learn the skill of what it means to watch out for friends and neighbours,

in other words ‘your mates’.

By 1907, Harry decided to take land at Three Springs’ in Western Australia. Now 29, Harry’s
life experiences had shown him how to love and work to establish small communities in remote
places and how people must rely on each other for their survival.

N o Thiee
Springs wpopme E-BoooUz

A map of Three Spfiﬁgs which is a small country town
where Harry moved to start his own life on a farm.

' Henry Howard Richardson is my Great Great Grandfather’s, Nathaniel G Richardson, eldest brother.

? See Appendix I

> See Appendix I
* The Hundred of Bagster is an area of land that was formed by the government. It was created for people who were

settling in the west of South Australia near Ceduna and Penong

*Reference for picture above
(http://maps.travelmate.com.au/mapmaker/mapmaker.asp? Type=reset&Suburb=Three+Springs&state=W A)
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Time on the Western Front

The Great War began in 1914 and many boys had enlisted. These young boys, some even having
to lie about their age to sign up, did not have any knowledge of what war would be like, so they
were just going for the adventure and excitement.

By 1917 the war was progressing badly in Europe for the soldiers and the “cry” went out saying
that reinforcements were urgently needed. On 22 March, 1917, Harry successfully applied to
enlist in the Australian Imperial Force in Perth, at 39 years old.

Harry would have known exactly what was ahead of him and how terrible the conditions were on
the Western Front. He would have read the newspapers and he would have heard of locals dying
in war. Putting that aside, he carried on to fight for his country, showing true “Aussie Spirit”.

On the arrival at the Blackboy Hill military camp,
he was appointed to the 26™ Reinforcements and
the 16™ Battalion.

He embarked from Sydney for active service
abroad on the HMAT A7 Medic on 1 August,
1917. He then disembarked in England and after
further training in Codford, Wiltshire he s
proceeded to France on the 16 January 1918. He
started as Private 7811 in the Australian Imperial
Force’s 16™ Battalion in France.

The HMAT A7 Medic weighed 12,032 tones.
The Western Front was a field of muddy trenches This ship was well known by the Australian
caused by the torrential rains that would have been fOTCRE bECASS 1 Wils @ ke trogpship for

. . 6 Australia during the war.
appalling to work in”.

There was a lack of fresh water, causing dehydration.
Several diseases spread among the soldiers such as
footrot and gangrene. The brave soldiers put up with
the horrendous conditions and continued to do what
they were there for.

The 16™ battalion took part in a bloody warfare. They
spent the majority of their time in Belgium advancing
to the Hindenburg Line which stretched from Lens to
Verdun in France. The battalion along with the 4™
Brigade suffered heavy losses at Bullecourt, but Harry
luckily survived. In mid 1918 the battalion had
helped stop the German Spring Offensive.

July 4, 1918, was an important day for Harry. It was the battle of Le Hamel. This battle was
planned by Sir John Monash who was Australia’s Military commander of the First World War. It
included 7500 Australians who worked with Americans for the first time during the war. This
battle lasted only 93 minutes, with the attack resulting in a brilliant success. Around 2000
Germans were killed or wounded and over 1600 were captured.

® Troops that were in the trenches suffered with the weather. The winter of 1916-1917 in France was the coldest
and wettest winter in 20™ century. The trenches flooded in the wet, sometimes even to waist height. (Baker, 1996-
2010) The picture above gives us an idea to what it was like. (The Western Front)
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The victory of Le Hamel was huge in Paris. Clemenceau, who was the Prime Minister of France
at the time, went to thank Monash and the Australian troops.
Clemenceau said,

“When the Australians came to France the French people expected a great deal of
We knew you would fight a real fight but we did not know that from the

izl

you.
beginning you would astonish the whole continent’.

This proves how hard the Australians worked. They performed new tactics and skills to fight and
actually win the ‘Battle of Hamel’.

Harry was promoted to Lance Corporal on 14 July, 1918. Only two days later on July 16 he was
awarded the Military Medal® for bravery in the field’.

Harry was wounded in action in France on 8 August, 1918 and was admitted to hospital for
treatment of a gunshot wound to his head.

Sadly, he died from these wounds three days later on 11 August in Wimille, France’. He was
buried at the Terlincthun British Cemetery, Wimille, Pas de Calais in France.

Harry’s name appears on the Three Springs Honour Board'’ so we can still remember to this day
how brave he and his fellow soldiers were.

8 K5 ’5"5 "_:
& Wirnille

Map of Wimille, Pas de Calais

7 (Government, Australian)
% See Appendix I

’Reference for picture above (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wimille)
' See Appendix TV (War Memorials of Western Australia, 2000)
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My Own Meaning of the ANZAC Spirit

The ANZAC Spirit is something very special to me and many people. It is where we look back
and remember the brave and courageous soldiers that fought for our country. As Australians it
comes with courage, determination, loyalty and mateship and has given us the pride and laughter
that is instilled in us today.

Recently I read a newspaper article talking about three Australian soldiers who were shot by a
rogue soldier in Afghanistan.
It says in the article,

‘The trio will be remembered for their loyal leadership and kind nature, their

dedication to the army, and their passion for life! 14

Personally this proves to me that the ANZAC Spirit is still very much a part of our modern
Australian Forces and this spirit will be carried on forever by our soldiers.

It amazes me to know that the Aussie troops do such a brave job, but they can still have a light
hearted spirit about it. The sacrifices these men and women make to leave their families and to
risk their lives for the sake of protecting our country and the world is truly exceptional. The
ANZAC Spirit does not just live within our soldiers but it comes from within every Aussie. This
extends on to our communities, schools and on sports fields. This is now a significant part of our
Australian culture.

ANZAC Day is a day that always brings a tear to my eye and a shiver down my spine. Family
and friends all gather around our local war memorials and pay respect to our soldiers who
sacrificed so much. As we listen to the ‘Last Post’ and bow our heads for the minute’s silence,
we remember our soldiers who we have lost. The Australian flag is raised and we sing our
national anthem with pride and unite together in honour of the fallen soldiers.

The following quote has a special place in my heart. I feel the spirit of the fallen soldiers want to
be remembered for their sacrifices that gave us our world today....
“When you go home, tell them of us and say, for your tomorrow, we gave our
today” — Kohima Epitaph’”.

Y This is a quote out of a newspaper article I found in the South Australian Sunday Mail (Rosie Squires & J osh
Whittington, 2012)

2 John Maxwell Edmonds who was an English Classicist. He put them together as well as 12 other epitaphs for
World War One in 1916. (Edmonds, 1916)
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How My Soldier Reflected the ANZAC Spirit

Harry and all the other Aussie troops
showed great courage and mateship,
showing a basic response to another
person’s need. This is what made the
ANZAC Spirit such a traditional and
special part of Australia and what makes
us true blue ‘Aussies’. It was such a
courageous thing to do, to go late into
the war knowing exactly what was going
on and he was also at a much older age
than the majority of the soldiers.

In Harry’s citation it says,

‘He personally bayoneted
several, and enabled his
comrades to mop up the
balance with minimum of
loss to our own troupes. His
fighting qualities on this
occasion were superb”’.
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Harry’s citation for the Military Medal

The citation makes it clear that Harry was a leader who loved to look out for his mates and take
risks. He was a typical ‘Aussic’. He went beyond normal response to plan a strategy of what was

best for others.

I often wonder, ‘Why would Harry want to go to war when he would have known what he was in

for?’

I realise now he would have wanted to help his mates, he would have wanted to stand up proud
and be able to say, “he fought his hardest for his country.” This is how he reflected the ANZAC

Spirit, and what a way to show it!

VAIRE WOUD])

The area over which the 16™ Battalion
assaulted (Pederson, p 365)

13 This is from Harry’s citation when he won his Military Medal. See Appendix III for more.

Georgia Richardson



Appendix I — Family & Early Life

Eliza Messenger was born on the ship ‘Marion’. 1t left from Plymouth, England in October
1848 and arrived in Port Adelaide, South Australia in February 1849.

Harry was one of 10 children. He had 6 brothers and 3 sisters.

William Hall Richardson
20 Nov, 1868 - 21 Oct, 1945

Thomas Edward Richardson
6 Jun, 1870 — Unknown

John Arthur Richardson
31 Jul, 1872 — 8 Jul, 1928

Nathaniel George Richardson
1 Aug, 1874 — 25 Dec, 1954

Rebecca Susanna Richardson
3 Sep 1876 — 14 Nov, 1945

Henry “Harry” Howard Richardson
15 Sept 1978 — 8 August 1918

Edward James “Jim” Richardson
22 May, 1881 —29 Sept, 1917

Louisa Olive Richardson
14 Sept 1882 — 24 Nov 1897

Frederick Burnett “Fred” Richardson
27 Dec, 1884 — 1 Jan, 1974

Alice May Richardson
15 Aug, 1890 — 21 Dec, 1960



Appendix IT - War Records
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go4 Q.?I&ﬁl, h {2 Inthe Parishof - fRhiime v
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e . L in the County ut(/} MM.-

8. Are you a natural born British Subject or & Naturalised ﬂm
Ara you e Bl o e atteh pupers to be show) b oo 00t i

. #

5. What is your Trade or Calling? ... ;
@. Are vou, or have you been un Apprentice # 1€ 50, where, tof 'ho

whom, and for what period ¥
7. Are you married ¢

8. Whois iour next of kin? ({Address and rotaticnship fu bo
Thnmﬂnwthhquﬁnlwlmb-«: in the paters of n Will
e

9. What is your permanent address fn Australis ?

Ar::il the Marince, the Militix, the Mititia Reeerve, the Terri-
torial Force, Royal Navy, or Clolonial Forces? If 8o, etate
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are the sole au;g:ore of widowed mother) —
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10. . i
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Description of. .("xSa0 %ﬁ»@w&//,&%%mtment

1
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CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.
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soldier.
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1 consider him fit for active service.

Pmﬁ‘ow/{\ ;
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Appendix IV — Grave Site & Honour Board
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Appendix V — Newspaper Article

The Daily News (Perth, WA : 1882 - 1950), Saturday 31 August 1918, page 5

DIED #F WOUNDS,

Nennet!, Reverley Laxton, Bedlord-
ale, previcusly reported wounded.

Camphell, Edwin David, Moora, pre-
viousty reported 1N,

Cope, Arnald Samuel, Perth.

Harrie, Carl TFrancis, Enzland.

“;unner Hartung, BErnest, Pingelly.

Havden, Alfred, York, previvusky re-
ported wounded.

Lieut. Kell, Bertram Thos, XNeorth
Fremanle, previously reported wound-
i

rnad-Licul Lintott, Arthur Newton,
Lallin.

Sergt.  Miller, Frederlick  Edward,
Bugland, previously reported wound-
ed.

s Richardson, Henry Howard, Penong,
wAE

Tyler, ("has. Havelock, England, pre-
viously reported wounded {second oc-
casiond,

Wheatltey, Thox. Harold, England,
previousty reported il

National Library of Australia
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