Private 2466 Arthur Thomas Walker
An ANZAC with Spirit

By Lily Habel

This essay could not have been written without the contribution of
John and Anzac Lochowiak, direct descendants of Arthur Thomas Walker.
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Arthur Thomas Walker was the oldest Ngarrindjeri! man to enlist in the Australian
Imperial Forces and fight at Gallipoli.2 He was born in the northern South Australian
town of Wallaroo to Reuben and Charlotte Walker in 1883. Reuben was a Ngarrindjeri
man known for his intellect and generosity.3 Charlotte gréw up in Western Australia and
was taken to South Australia by European authorities. Like many of the stolen
generation her family history is lost.4 Arthur had a sister, Evelyn, and brother, George.
At enlistment Arthur was working as a labourers in the southern seaside town of Goolwa6
with his wife, Mabel, and their children. Goolwa is part of the spiritual home of the
Ngarrindjeri People know as “Raukkan”. Twenty-one Ngarrindjeri men enlisted for the
Great War. Four of them never returned.” Arthur was one of those unlucky men.

The ANZACs were re-deployed to Gallipoli in a multi-national army.® Landings began
before dawn on 25t April 1915 at various points on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The ANZACs
arrived at a small beach near Gaba Tepe that later became known as Anzac Cove®, The

! The Ngarrindjeri nation are said to be comprised of six clans or “lakinyeri”. Arthur and his father were
Ramindjeri men. The Ramindjeri are a western clan of the Ngarrindjeri people. Their territory includes
Encounter Bay, Victor Harbor and Port Elliot.

2 At enlistment Arthur was aged 32. (Connecting Spirits, 2006)

% Reuben Walker was a friend of inventor, David Uniapon, and it is thought he may have influenced some of
Uniapon’s work. (Lochowiak & Lochowiak, 2014)

4 Ibid.

® Refer Appendix | — “Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad”. Original documents from
Defence Service records National Archives of Australia.

& Refer Appendix Il “Soldiers Pay Book”, Original documents from Defence Service Records, National Archives
of Australia.

7 (Connecting Spirits, 2006)

8 A large number of nationalities fought for the Allies at Gallipoli including British, French, Australians, New
Zealanders, Indians, Ceylonese, Greeks, Arabs, Egyptians and Newfoundlanders (Canada). The Central Powers
were represented by Maltese Turks, Germans and Austro-Hungarians.

9 Refer Appendix Il - Map of the Gallipoli Landings 25 April 1915,

19 (Australian War Memorial, 2014)
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An Australian submarine made it through the straits on the night of the landing and this
news buoyed the embattied AN ZACs. They made some advances in May but the Turks
launched a devastating counter-offensive. It resulted in a truce where each side buried

their dead in no man’s land. The Allies attacked again in August including a new British

landing at Suvla Bay but, with both sides failing to advance, the conflict stalled.

It was at this point that Arthur arrived in Gallipoli. He enlisted on 29t March 1915 and
sailed on the HMAT A61 Kanowna on 24t jyne.11 He was a Private in the 10t Battalion

and landed at Gallipoli on 18th September.

Arthur arrived at Gallipoli just as the Allies were giving up any hope of victory. On 25t
September three Allied divisions were pulled out to fight in Greece. Yet, the enemy was
strengthening thanks to the entry of Bulgaria on their side, opening up a supply route
from Germany to Gallipoli. Conditions in the trenches had gone from sweltering and
diseased to frostbitten and flooded. Arthur experienced all of this as he was there until
the evacuation.!2 Whilst in Gallipoli he was admitted to hospital twice, once in Gallipoli
and once in Moudros on the island of Lemnos, due to abdominal pain and colic, 13

There is no surviving diary or letters from Arthur’s time at Gallipoli but Aboriginal men
who fought alongside Arthur reported back to family that, in their opinion, he deserved a
Victoria Cross. They said Arthur regularly crept into no man’s land at night to retrieve
the wounded. He was reprimanded by his superiors but remained undeterred.

Troops were gradually and stealthily evacuated from Gallipoli from December 1915, After
eight months and approximately 11,450 ANZAC deaths?5 the Campaign was a military
failure but, in the words of war correspondent Ashmead Bartlett the ANZACs “..knew
they had been tried for the first time, and had not been found wanting.”16

1 Refer to Appendix IV ~ “Application for war leave payment in respect of deceased soldjer”. Original
document from Defence Service Records, National Archives of Australia.

2 Arthur was evacuated and arrived in Alexandria, Egypt, on the “Seang Bee” on 29" December 1915. Refer to
Appendix V - “Casualty form — Active Service”. Original document from Defence Service Records, National
Archives of Australia.

13 |bid.

¥ (Lochowiak & Lochowiak, 2014) op. cit.

 (The Gallipoli Campaign, 2014)

' (Australian Government Department of Veterans' Affairs, 2010)
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After the evacuation, Arthur spent the first 5 months of 1916 training in Egypt.1” He was
moved to the 50t Battalion and sent to France for the battle of Mouquet Farm, near
Pozieres. Arthur went missing and, aithough his body was never found, was declared
dead on 16 August.

The ANZACs successfully showed the world that their newly federated nation was
different but equal to any other. The English Poet John Masefield said “...the English
suddenly became aware of a new kind of man... they had been "difficult" in Egypt,... They
did not always salute; they did not see the use of it;... But in battle they were superb...
No such body of free men has given so heroically since our history began.”18

The ANZAC spirit was a unique code of honour embodying mateship, courage, ingenuity,
irreverence and humour., Yet, most impressive was its sense of equality or inclusiveness.
In Australia Aboriginals were not counted citizens but family reports that Arthur was
treated as an equal by the white ANZACs. 19

Critics say the ANZAC spirit was a white male dominated ethos and this was true in as
much as it reflected society at the time. For example, returned nurses received no
financial recognition2° and Aboriginal returnees were excluded from RSLs?!, Soldier
Settlement Schemes and other benefits,22

However, the ANZAC spirit of inclusiveness slowly invited more into its fold. A white
returned private from the 15t Battalion defended the inclusion of Aboriginal children in
schools, arguing; “I have stood shoulder to shoulder with half castes in Hell’s pit [Hell’s
Spit], on Quinn’s Post, and seen them die like the grandest of white men,”23

Arthur embodied the ANZAC spirit in every way. He displayed courage when he rescued
the wounded from no man’s land and irreverence when he was absent without leave in

7 When Arthur’s belongings were sent home to his mother after his death they included a pack of postcards
purchased in Egypt but never sent, The images were of people with dark faces which the family believes he
may have identified with. (Lochowiak & Lochowiak, 2014) op. cit.

18 (The ANZAC Legend , 2014)

¥ (Lochowiak & Lochowiak, 2014) op. cit.

% Nurses such as Nellie Pike displayed the Anzac spirit when she said, “We were all glad to be taking part in the
great adventure. They were grim and tragic, but somehow inspiring days." (Australian Government
Department of Veterans' Affairs, 2010)

! The RSL has had various names. It was named the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia
in 1916. In 1940 it became the Returned Sailors', Soldiers' and Airmen’s Imperial League of Australia. In 1965 it
was renamed Returned Services League of Australia. Finally in 1990 it became the Returned and Services
League of Australia.

22 (Korff, 2014)

3 (Scarlet, 2013). For original document refer Appendix VI - Cairns Post 2gth January 1933
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Egypt for 24 hours on 4% April 1916 and was docked a day’s pay.?* It is believed he had
been “blowing off a little too much steam with mates”.25

The Defence Act 1903 prohibited Aboriginals from enlisting but Arthur’s disdain for rules
and passion for the war effort drove him to give false information. A white mate referred
him to a sympathetic medical examiner26 who registered Arthur as a man of “dark
complexion” and, knowing enlisters favoured young unmarried volunteers, Arthur also
lied about his marital status and enlisted himself as “single”, 27

Aboriginal men circumvented the Act for many reasons; not least to gain a steady
income equal to white Australians. However, it appears that joining up meant much
more to Arthur and Mabel. Two months before departure a son was born to them on 25t
April 1915 and they named him Anzac. They could not have known of the Gallipoli
landing and the legend of the ANZACs. It appears simply belonging to this corps meant a
great deal to the couple.

Arthur’s service had a profound impact on the family he left behind and the generations
that followed.2# Since Mabel did not officially exist at the War Office, Arthur arranged for
2 shillings per day of his wages to be sent to his brother, George.? Similarly, Arthur’s
will nominated his mother, Charlotte, as beneficiary.30 Presumably, the wages and death
payment3! were forwarded to Mabel but Arthur’s medals went missing amongst family
members. George’s application for a war pension after Arthur’s death was denied.32
Therefore, Mabel also missed out on the pension she deserved.

In Aboriginal tradition a person should be buried where they are born. So, the fact that
Arthur’s body was never found troubled his family for generations. Arthur’s medals were
lost for two generations and were only recently returned to his eldest great-grandson,

# Refer to Appendix V - “Casualty form — Active Service”. Original document from Defence Service Records,
National Archives of Australia. op. cit.

% (Lochowiak & Lochowiak, 2014) op. cit.

26 |bid.

*7 Refer Appendix | — “Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad”. Original documents from
Defence Service records National Archives of Australia. op. cit.

%8 Refer Appendix VIl - Arthur Thomas Walker Family Tree.

 Refer Appendix VIl - “Australian Military Forces”. Original document from Defence Service Records,
National Archives of Australia.

% Refer Appendix IX — “Will”. Original document from Defence Service Records, National Archives of Australia.
31 Refer Appendix IV — “Application for war leave payment in respect of deceased soldier” and Appendix X -
“War ieave payment - deceased soldiers”. Original documents from Defence Service Records, National
Archives of Australia.

32 Refer Appendix X| — “Information re war pension claimants”. Original documents from Defence Service
Records, National Archives of Australia.
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John Lochowiak.33 When John opened the box he felt that “Arthur’s spirit had returned
home and was in the room with me.”3+

Arthur’s son, Anzac, enlisted for World War IT in 194235 and also honoured his father’s
service by naming his own son Anzac. It is incredible to note that Anzac Walker's next
son was born on 25th April! His name was John Walker and he would tease his older
brother, Anzac Walker the second, that he was more worthy of the namel

Subsequently, Anzac (the second) named his son Anzac (the third). The second Anzac’s
sister also named her son Anzac (the fourth). Arthur’s eldest great-grandson, John
Lochowiak, felt compelled to name his second son Anzac (the fifth) when he was born
with a single grey hair among all the dark hair on his head. John was convinced the child
had an old soul. The fifth Anzac says "“it’s an honour to have this name but grandma tells
me I have to live up to it.” He says he too plans to name his son Anzac,36

The ANZAC spirit has Many constants but because of its inclusiveness it does more than
survive; it grows! Today all uniformed service men and women and the families of those
that have served can march on Anzac Day. When a persaon displays the traits of
mateship, courage, ingenuity, irreverence, humour and equality they honour the ANZAC
spirit. Arthur Thomas Walker didn‘t survive the war but, like all ANZACs, he has
remained a hero to his family and this nation.

1,482 words

3 Refer Appendix XII — “Medals of Arthur Thomas Walker”. Original photographs taken by Lily Habel.

3 (Lochowiak & Lochowiak, 2014) op. cit.

% Refer appendix Xill — “Mobilization Attestation Form”. Original documents from Defence Service Records,
National Archives of Australia.

3 (Lochowiak & Lochowiak, 2014) op. cit.
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Arthur Thomas Walker

Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad
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Appendix Il

Arthur Thomas Walker

Soldier’s Pay Book
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Appendix I {}

Map of the Gallipoli landings 25™ April 1915
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Arthur Thomas Walker

Application for war leave payment in respect of deceased soldier
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Arthur Thomas Walker

Casualty form — Active Service
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Cairns Post
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Appendix VI

Arthur Thomas Walker Family Tree

Reuben Walker M Charlotte

_ l

Evelyn Walker Arthur Thomas Walker M Mabel George Walker
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_ _ * L

Anzac Walker (the second) John Walker Sister M Mr Leidig Sister M Mr Lochowiak

Anzac Walker (the third) Anzac (the fourth) John Lochowiak

Anzac Lochowiak (the fifth)
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Appendix X

Arthur Thomas Walker

War leave payment — deceased soldiers
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' DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE.
WAR LEAVE PAYMENT--DECEASED SOLDIERS.

1. A War leave Payment on the undermentioned scale and subject to the conditions etated below hag been
upproved for payment to dependants of deveased members of the Austialian Imperial Force and the Naval and Military
Expeditionary Eaurce who have served abrosd. No amount of sustenance allowance is payable unless a member served
abroad for a Jonger period than twelve months,

PERIOD OF BERVICE ABROAD. No. of dnys’ pay st rate | No. of dags’ sustensnce
= of pay oﬁuﬁuntjva allowance at rata of
Esceeding— Nat excoeding— rank at dats of death. 3/- per day.
i _4 mﬂ;'" ol N 10 months__ E 8 daygs Nd
s 10 months 1 year 15 days Nil
i ”.”l year = ol D .l'-year and 4 months '. 15 days 15 days
1 yoar and 4 months 1 year and 100 months 23 days 23 days
1 year and 10 months “‘""'2'";;“ and 4 mouths 30 days 30 days B
3 years and 4 months 2 years and 10 months ol 38 days 38 days
2 yesra and 10 months 3 years and 4 months o 46 days “ 45 days
3 years and 4 montha 2 3 years and 10-1;\:);;;;_-‘. 53 days T 53 days ‘.
3 years and 10 months B 4 years and 4 monthy —}V 60 days 60 dayas

2. "*Servies abroad ” extonds from date of ewbarkation in Austrolis until date of death,
3. The scale is calculated on the following basis :—
Pay.—
(@) 7§ duys’ pay of vank at time of death for each six months’ sarvics abrond
(B) Service for o perind of less than six months hut exceeding four months counts as iy monthe,
(¢} An odd half day in the total amount of the payment period is considered a full day.

Sustenance Allowance,—

{a) Suatenance Allowance at the rate of 3/- per day is payable for the period calculuted under {a), (9), anil
{c) above, provided that the deceased member served abroad for a longer period than twelve monthe.

4. In the caso of men who returned to Australia during their period of service or whu re-enlinted, only the period
of service abroad counts as servios for the purpose of this payment.

5. Declarations, when completed and addressed, should be forwnndel to the District Paymaster of the State in
which the soldier enlisted. .

The following are the addresses of the District Pavymusters :—

New South Wales. Victoria. Queensland,
Digrricr PaYuASTER, DistricT PAyMasris, Diarrior Pavuasrar,
29p Mmarary Distrier, 3rn MmaTary Disrnser, lsr Mitaraey 1ssTRICT,
VicTonisa Bamracks, Vieronia Barnacks, Vicroris Barnacks,
Pavpixneron. MrLBoURNE. Brispane.
South Australia, Western Australia. Tasmania,
Distiier Paynasrae, Disrrier Payuastrg, Districr PavMasre,
4ra Miureary Districr, b1 Miztrary Districr, 6rm Miuitapy Districr,
Norre U'xnuace, Dasriier Meap-QuanTrns, ANGLESEA BARrACES,
ADELAIDE. Peern. Horarr.

6. If you change your nddress after forwarding this Declaration, notify your new address to the District Paymaster.

7. PAYMENT WILL BE MADE BY CHEQUE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE, BUT OWING TO THE
LARGE NUMBER OF CLATMS THAT WILL BE RECEIVED IT MAY BE SOME WEEKS BEFORE
YOUR CLAIM I8 ADJUSTED,

L1631890.~C.1 2418, - 100k,




Appendix XI

Arthur Thomas Walker

Information re War Pension Claimants
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Appendix XNt

Medals of Arthur Thomas Walker

A) The Dead Man’s Penny is a medallion that was sent to the next-of-kin when a service person died during

World War One. This one was given to Arthur’s family when he died in recogniton of his time served and
shows the original cardboard envelope it arrived in.

B) These are the original service medals that were returned to John Lochowiak. From the left, the 1914-15 Star,
the British War Medal and the Victory Medal all in recognition for service in a theatre of war.




Appendix Xl

Anzac Walker (the first)

Mobilization Attestation Form

THIS IMAGE 1S REPRODUCED FROM A DAMAQED PaGE
WITH A PORTION OF THE INFORMATION MISSING,

e S = _—

T Q:nuns,!ioﬁ_mi@/ M
AUSTRALIAN % 3

Wployee

1nfoyer's

oo ————MOBILIZATION. ATTESTATION FORM.

drmy Ne. S.834 3455

Surasisg WJ& "QK gg_ Christion Nusmes e SN S
(BLOCE 0Ap)

st —. i e e e &

Enlisted lor seqr sorvice il Q.Z‘L N/AW e (Plga)

.SQUTH AUSIBALIAA_ (Stais) . 3/4_424{ o (Dt}
Y

retaltonn ta ba ot tu Eevon called oul gy Presenting Lhomuions for oRlotmont,®

i 1 Burnumg wm_é’c L_ —

L Wit is vouy nawe? , g Eps

"j Dtkier pmms
Innrmthmd

S.W'l‘zm‘myoum-n:l. T L0 ol A R O {

% Are you s Britiah Sutjeert,. e B PEEL . -
+ Age QM. s
Dute of Birty 2 5 - "!-_‘J_Sl._w =

& {aj Wbi?v &5;0:::- normal trads o mnpmua? Orade, B e i » o
%) Pressat oooupstiont . | o) e N " bd“w:@ N aede.

4 Whiet = roure i sud Asro o hirthy ., Blovine g, o2

&) Are yu lunrvind, xinple, or widvwsr? 6, (s}
i I mwerisd. vinte duto of marrings . ths

7. t6f Hare you biad previnm savRl, miliiary,
wovica citbar i pu.ae or uu! Ifm wkzt cnd [ I N 7
what wrmt . . . (¢ R—

5 What was tbamumlarmr diﬁdwp‘l 8 Nams W&lgﬂ'{t zp ! I _y_... .
mil = e ' @t c P
K Win i yoor anual next of king ;.Orauofnlmm Adkiirs -
shipi~wife, eidest am, eldest duughter, father, W,JL__
mothar, chivst brothar, tldest migter, alidest hnl -bmlber
AARast batfaintery |, L —
LRl ?3'1..
V. What s your permunent addresay =t e
i Why ia your religiou durumuumt {Thin
b 1 nat e ; Mmhusm imm e =
bbyection hfmm w0,
1. Coriiionte for eury to Beoondary Sakaol. -~
1. Which, if any, of the tollowing Fdueational Qualifies.) 4 Leaving Hooow. e i
& you posesset ,, . A aa oot B Techndeal _._ e
. University Degree... == s
7. Onher Diplomay e
12 Bave you eyar boen canvioted by & Civil Courty } e e e e e
Tt oo} W Conrty ., ., _, LR (e) . e ——
{3} For wha offences ., T {h ._,V.“___._“.__.@..,..»_ﬁ_.mhﬂ__.._&

80 solamnly declare that the




