DIARY OF LIEUT L.G. KRACKE VX44548 HEADQUARTERS POSTAL UNI7T A.I.F. ABROAD
7940 - 7946

Promoted Captain 1947

Ma.jon 7943

0/C Base P.O.

Laten appointed Deputy Dinecton Army Postal Senrvices, Land Headquartens,
Victornia Barnrnacks, Melbourne.,

WAR _COMMENCED 3.9.7939

2:7.40 I was interviewed Ly Mejorn A.G. Burns re a Com (Lieut) H.Q. Postal
Unit,

3.7:040 Enlisted Town Hall Mellourne and after passing med. test proceeded Zo
Caullield Race Counse fon furnthen exam and attestation.

18.7.40 Appointment as L[ieut with senionity from 17.6.40.

25.7.40 Commenced military duty H.Q. Postal Unit, Craigs Buildings, ELiz. Si.
Melbourne, 0/C Capt., 7.J. Woolcock (Lieut C.]. Lancashine was also on

duty). The Latten subsequently took over command of attached Postal Unit and
the vacancy was fLilled Ly the appt. of Lieut J. W. Shurmen (Supn Mail Sydney).

21.8.40 Lieut Shurmen took up duty.

20.8.40 Headguarntens of the Awmy Post Office transfenned to Tintara House,
73 Rd. Nth, Melbourne.

22.8.40 Final leave,
9.9.40 Enterned Broadmeadows Military Camp to prepare fon embankation.

15.9.40 Left Broadmeadows By bus for station. Train to Station Pien Pont
Mellbourne and embarked on M,S. Christaan Huygens a Dutch vessel of approx.
1700 tons which had feen charterned Qy the British Govt. The finst morning we
anchored off Portsea.

(152 duty as Army Officer in charnge of Pickett and knew nothing alout it,)

76.9.40 Left anchorage Portsea and took to sea where we joined the othen
transponts with the Cruwiser Canberrna as escont, The taip to Perth was
uneventful.

2149.40 Annived Fremantle 9am and met by Capt. Woolcock 0/C P.O, Unit, Shore
Leave was granted from 12 noon to 12 midnight. I had Been appointed Postal
Officen on the transport and the jol. of despatching the mails was completed
satisfactonily. Oun stay in Perth was quite enjoyable and interesting.

22:9.40 Left Fremantle (& Ausiralia). The convoy consisting of 4 vesselds

was not increased.

7.70.40 Arrdived in Columbo, Ceylon after an uninteresting voyage during
during which the temperature became exceedingly hot. Port holes and doons
wene closed and the humidity very unpleasant especially at night when sleep
was most difficult., The seas was monotonously calm the whole of the way,
altogethen different to the high seas encountened in the Bight. The shore
Leave at Columbo was exceedingly short 12 noon to 4.45pme  Items of interest
busy harbour, numben of vessels Large & small, dispatch of mail to G.P.O.
conditions at G.P.0., medieval nature of the populas, number of cadgens

and beggans, 6/- fLon dinnenr, lbeen 2/10 hottle, Rupee (money) nrepresented
2/=y numben of deformed and apparently deceased natives, density of population,
tnip to Mt., Lavina driven in carns by Mns, Lemitra accompanied Ly Capt.
Woolcock, Lieuts Rogens & Shurmen, [Miles of modern and semi modern houses



P

£on Govt, Officials divided into classes A,B, & C. Rents range from 25
Per month fon ondinary 3 room flat. The natives carny on trade with troops
on baonrd ship from small foats bag is tied to nope and goods passed up.

No honses pecularn carts drawn Ly cows "Zeba” (Gru's) small animals., Boois
not wonn By natives, very few females in stneets, natives dive for coins
thrown from transpont, smald no. of whites, hundreds of rickshaws. Galle
Face green was the place selected fon payment to troops and dismissal troops
subsequently Lined up and manched to jetty from this point., There are no
wharts, Loading and unloading takes place from punts and it was necessany
Zo transport troops from and to troop ship by Ferry. Beautiful racecounse
and Golf cournses also garndens. Goods Lon sale in the poorern shopping centre
wene generally of poon class., Antiques wene however of feiten class,

2:70,40 7.30pm Left Columbo after an intenesting stay.

3.70,40 Oun counse now is due west and the activities on ship indicate entry

into more dangerous watens, Life belts are carnied continously., The Cawisen
Canberra which had esconted us to Columbo was replaced fy the H .S, Cruisen

shnopshine Canberrna going back home.,

6,70, 40 Arrnivedotf Cape Gaurdatine but Land could not be seen., There was
howeven numenous small birds indicating the presence of fand. Sea mists
wene encountenred on entening the Gulf of Adea. Convoy stopped 9am boat
Lowered nothing seniows.,

8.70.40 Sighted Aden, The Shropshine was replaced by the Cruiser Hobart (and,
the escont was increased by the addition of one Light cauiser and two destroyens,
4 wanships in all), The day is teanibly hot. On Landing over the convoy the
Shropshine fLired the nound from an 8” gun which was incidentally the finst

big gun which I heard in the warn. A lomber was sighted fan off nationality
unknown but apparently English, The next 24 houns during which oun voyage

will take us through the Strait of Balb. el Mandelb will fe the most difficuli

and dangerous owing to the comparative narrow passage to be travensed. The

heat in the cabin is teanific as all portholes are closed.

9.10,40 Passed thro Stn Bab el Mandeb, Land could be plainly seen on foth
sides, Uninviting cone Like peaks apparently with out negulation. Laten
barnen islands wene sighted on the starboard side undenstood to fe the Jelel
Turn group on the Twelve Desciples, The heat was intense at this stage.

10.70.40 At 7am a convoy of 9 Large vessels appeared coming from the north.
Oun escont there bid us goodbye and Zo turning round took charge of the

vessel going sth. Oun convoy then proceeded unescorted after having dispersed.
The New Holland Steamer and Indapoora left us well fehind and were soon out

of sight.

77.70.40 Proceeding at a moderate pace port holes have feen opened again,
Land now in sight.

12.70.40 Sand hills rnising abruptly close in hoth sides. No vegetation of
any kind. Entened Port Teupic (Suez) Egypt 2pm.  Left Pont Teupic 4pm and
proceed up Suez Canal.

73.70.40 Disembarked Kantara jetty 5am and entrained for Gaza Palestine which
was at 12.30pm and entened Dien Sienced. Gaza camp majorn Fletchen pisited
Holl, Trnansport S.z. prion to oun disembarkation and adpised that we wouwld
Later fe going to Cairo, Postal Units wene split up on reaching Gaza.
Detached Div. in charge [t, Rogens proceeded to Barbara and Corps Postal to
Camp 89 Gaza, Lieut Shurmen and 3 N,C.0. were retained on the transpont Lon
duties and are to proceed to Haifa by hoat and join the unit (HQ) laten.
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15.70.40 Visited Jerusalem on way by car to Tilenias. Secunity officen
with diplomatic mails. Arnived Jerusalem 7.75pm.  Genenal Lmpressions on
the capital see notes on visit to there on 19.70.40.

16.70.40 Left Jerusalem fon Tiberias journey most interesting practically
whole country mass of rock. [Mountains tearaced with nock steps to prevent
404l enosion passed Nablus Nazareth, In Tiberias many Line buildings
outstanding featurnes, Lido, Sea of Galilee, Jordan River transfordon troops.
Turkish bath springs visibly fresh waten - Can broke down at Nazareth. Hinre
Aral taxi to Jeruwsalem (Aral. duel outside King David which was reached

at 2am 17.70.40.

17.70,40 Hirned Taxi to Gaza

19.710,40 Granted Leave to visit Jenusalem. Visited several night clubs

and on 20.70,40 was shown over many histonical Gillical places <including,
manke, mosque of Oman whenre Mohamed ascended into heaven not ascension.
Contrnolled by Arabs Christians and where Jesus ascended into heaven, Lmprint
of foot on stone. [(lt. of Olives path over which Jesus Last entenred Jerwsalem.,
ralen nosten whene Jesus cited Lords Prayen which is written in 37 Language s,
Garnden of Gethsemane beautiful church. Lock of agony nearby 45 the tomb of
the Vingin Mary also Josephs. Down 137 to near a shrine 4is a s4al. unden
which the Virngin is bunied, Greek Onthodox in control., Jesus entered cld
derusalem thro Garden Gales, Proceed to chunch St. Anne Crusadens fuili
T7100AD reputed to be built of Linth place of Vingin Mary. French priests

in contrnol, Pool of Bethesda where Jesus performed mirnacle on sick man.

From St. Anne to Sacred way via Dolorosa "Way of the Cross”. 14 stations

10 on way and 4 in chunch of Holy Sepulchre fuilt on calvary. No., 7 station
L5 nean St., Stehpens Gate Pilates judgement hall where Jesus was condemed

o death, (Site held by Moslems) Sitation 2 Church Ecce Homo ”Behold the man”
down below 45 oniginal floon where Jesus was handed o dews., The way 2o the
above is thro David St. marketing centre 18” wide smelld dirty people goats,
arals cameds evenything, The streets are used as convenience hygiene unknown.
Now Lo Bethlehem and church of nativity erected oven mangen chunch fuilt 330Ad

oldest in world, Grotto heneight nock, Greek onthodox in control othen churches

have small stnip to proceed to Alten. Anglican use cowid yard Xmas eve 200yds
away i milk grotto where flary suckled Jesus and hid him from Roman Emporon
(Henon)., Look out to shepherd fields and Dead Sea., Later sece the Tomd of
Rachel and the well whene three wise men saw star and wenit o grotto and

old chunch of ELijah, Then to cave furial place of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac
Rebekah, Leah & Jacob. On the way to Tiverias prass Jacobs well then Nablus
where Live the Saminitans., Direct Line of decent 2500 yds mostly Helbrews,
only about 7150 Left now. Then the Church of Annunication, Site of Vingin home.
Josephs wonkshop has a church also ey’ s well at Tiberias can be seen. Roman
Ruins, Sea of Galilee whene Jesus gathened disicples Peten, Andrew, James and
John from Lishenman and Matthew were selected to preach. On this sea miracle
was performed of draught of fishes and wakked waten also turning waten

<nto wine, Did not go to Dead Seas to such places as Inn of Good Saminitan,
dernicho, Mt. Temptation, ‘

25,70,40 AIF Postal Unit transferred LromDiersumid Military camp to Camp Kilo
89 closer to Gaza,

28,70.40 Lieut C. Lancashirne with 9 other ranks arrived Camp Kilo 89,

This unit was destined for Eng. on the Strathallan and Left befone the main
body of Postal troops, On Galy entening war however the transpont was
diverted to Bombay and Lancashire and his men wene held up there forn 5 weeks.
About this time Lieut Rogens went to Egypt. On 20.70.40 wonk was commenced
on the transfer of Echilon necords to our Index Cands. Fon the PURROSE

18 men (ln, Shurmer and self wonked night work from 10pm to 6am. 15t night
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3700 cards were dealt with, 2nd 5500 and 32d 5800. This estimated that
28000 names (including 8000 on their way from Eng. ) nequine attention.
Five Base P,0. men were detailed for duty at Cairo.

3.717.40 The work of transferning information to the P.O. neconds was completed
and following on the inclusion of a notice in routine ondens to the effect
that certain centrnes such as Hospitals, Composite training camps etc., should
Lornward nominal nolls to the Base P.0, The recond section of the Base P,0.
began functioning, The duty of notifying the P.0, of any change of addnress

An dndividual cases was Left to each individual concerned.,

5.17.40 In onden to provide wonking space a tent was erected in the P.0O.

Gaza yard and this was wused for future Base P.O. activities, Work was
Lmmed.iately commenced on checking up Part II ordens with the reconds we had

now established in ondern that all changes which had taken place in pensonnel
could be dealt with until such time as the necessarny information from Hospitals
ete, came 2o hand, W.0, Hayes had just Left forn Cairo and was Laten Lollowed
by Conpl Baken and Pte Watenson, Advance copies of Parncels (1750 in all)

had arnived from Aust. and from the necords the present address of each
individual was entenred on the lists, Laten 44005 wene prepared, Owing 2o the
extremely difficull conditions unden which we wene requried to work, no
cabiinets wene provided fon the carnds, the job took much Longen than anticipated.
The full number of parced 8ills dealit with to 18.77.40 was comprising
despatches from ald states., As the parcels werne Listed in Aust. in alphabetical
orden it was necessary to insert against each name to cornect addness as shown
on oun Index, Laten from the pancel 0ill Lists wene prepared in unit onden,

77.17.40 On the evening of this date signal message was receiped Zrom
Major Fletchen to anrnange forn immediate Eransfenr of the unit to Caino and the
necessany steps wene accondingly taken.

18.77.40 War equipment despatched by train 9.30.

19.77.40 Left Gaza 1.6pm train with Ma, Shurmer and 15 other ranks.

Arnnived Caino 11.30pm aften uneventful trnip, No trouble ne customs at Frontien
Palestine and Egypt. The crossing of the Suez Canal was made ot Kantara, A
hot meal had been provided at this point and transport across Canal was

made Ly punt., The train for Cairo was due to Leave at 7.30 fut was apPrOX,

% hn Late, The Egyptian Rail carriages compare Lavourably with oun own Vict,
trains except fon puncuality. As it was dark durning the whole journey

thene was Little opportunity to view the country on towns passed but it was
noticed that Ismalia was a place of consdderable size and an impontant juncition.
At Caino on arnival where we were met by W.,0, Hayes undue delay was caused

thro the Railway authorities not handing over oun trunks., Epventually all

gear was taken by utility truck to the Victoria Hotel and all of the unit

took up temponary residence there, ALL hands were as could fe expected excited
at the prospect of commencing thein neal duties for which they had enlisted
Loe. Anmy Postal Wonk.

20.77.40 Future nefenence in this diary will be nestricted generally to private
mattens as in my official capacity of Officen in Charge of Records a diarny will
be necessany there. The Linst impressions of Cairno were - Trams with 3
carrniages high buildings - cosmopolitan crowds, terrille poverty and in contrast
huge wealth in some places. Apparently no middle class as in Aust. Medieval
means of Zranspont donkeys, gharrnies with leautiful honses thousands of these.
Complete pro British feelings of people, Ausiralians getting special attention,
beggans and pests, women with peculiarn veils and carry children on shouldens,
Heavy burdens are carnied on head foth by men and women, #he mdn coinage s

the plastere about 23/4 Aust, 1 Ausiralian is worth 15/- Egyptian Liguon 4is
extontionate price - Bottle been (3/4 size Aust, bottle) is s0ld cheap 5

ackens (pilastre) Uhisky in some hotels is 16 piastre a noblen, City is in
black out, Cabarets go on most are inkhabited By men hardly any women only
those entertaining., The women who are dancers appear to fe mostly decendant of.
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French are particular attractive and most have thein tat Gippo Lodyguanrds.
Our hotel (Victonia) is in heart of city and alout ten mins, walk Zrom Base
Po0s which is in 3 stony fuilding the French Lyonaisee Building.

1.72.40 We are having oun Linst day off since arniving in Cairo. Having
hired a guide with Capt. Woolcock, Lieut Shurmen and 3 othens we Linst went to
the museum of Hygiena., The sights there wene most interesting but rathen
harsh forn beginnens, Effects of every disease imaginable were shown on models,
By the way we travelled to this place in a Gharri one of the Lest means of
transport if one 4is not in to much of a hurny., After oun intenesting stay
thene we proceeded by car to the Citadel., This tauly remarkable old structune
48 now strongly Lortified and 4is utilized By the Forces as an Ordinance
stone, (Minarets of truly magnificent design adore the cornens of the parapeted
wall, About % mile from the fort stands the mosque of lMahommed Ali and over
this we wene shown., At the door we were met Gy Zhe High Priest and before
enteneing the mosque sippens were tied over oun foots Lon no one 4is allowed
Ln without slippens, Entry was made thro a vast arch doomway and right in
£ront mounted on the wall was the plague of historical fame (nepresenting
I fonget what), From the porch we entered the huge quadrangle the floorns of
which were made of alabaster and beautifully designed. The alabaster was
presented by the Sulton and was taken from the face of the Pyramids some
600 yeans ago, At each cornen of the irniangle was a portch the celling of
which would fe about 7100 Lt. high and from this hung many chains. During
centain times beautiful Lamps are suspended here fui we wene not that at the
specific hourn, AL the fan end the East stood the high Alten from which the
Sultan spoke when thene, At the sides are high wooden walls covered with
designed brass, The doorn was then unlocked and we entered the true mosque.
One was immediately struck by the great helght of the immense dome nising some
750 £t. with a diameter of about 30/t. This dome is supposed to be about the
size of the dome in London, At each corner of the mosque high up to the ceiling
45 beautiful mosiac wonrk., Hundreds of yearn old. Looking thro the wide
window on one side you see the Citadel and in the side of the wall of the
mosque gan be-seen holes which were made Ly cannon shots £rom the Citadel.
High up in one spot stild nests the actual cannon hall half imbedded in the
wall, Napolean was responsible forn this fut by a remarkalle happening just
when the Gunnenrs had found thein nange something went wrong with the gun
with the result that the bombarndment had to stop and the mosque remained
dntact, Sultan King Hussan was responsible for the building of the mosque
and 0 that the fuilden would not fuild anothen of similan design the Sultan
ondened his hands to be cut off. In the afterncon we went to the Zoo on our
way to the Pyramids., The stay at the Zoo was of verny short duration but
neventheless we were able to see the feautiful linrds of many bright colored
varities, Elephants, tigens etc, the Lay out was rarticularly good and would
I think be considered to le bettern than the Meld, Zoo. Ue then passed along
the Mena noad following the tram Line to Mena House a magnificent building
and then up to the Pyramids. The Pyramids can fest fe described as neally
Just what they ane. Huge affains of nemarkalle dimensions, the Larngest
Kheops covering approx. 12 acres and raising 2o a height of 450 Lt. Onriginally
this one went to 480 fut some 600 years ago the Sultan of the time ondened
that the surface polished, Alabastern be taken off and now Zhe huge swaure
stones of which the pyramid is constructed stand starnkly there piled on Zop
of the othen no symetry of order appears to have been estallished only to the
extent of raising to 4its foun sided shape., Some of the alabasten Lacing i
2l Left on Memphis which is fut Little smallen than Kheops, At the top
of this one there is a square of about 30 square yards and altho I did not
attempt to climb. (Cpt. Woolcock and [t. Shurmen did) I felicve the view is
marvelows as on the one side can fe seen plainly the Red Sea and the Canal
and on the other the Lyban desert stretching out farn beyond. e then followed



our guide into the pyramid. An awsome Business as the passage is only a fLew
feel perhaps 3 ft, and in the dark following the gulde who has a small candle
we proceeded up tha passage of some 300 steps. At the top and in the centre

of the pyramid is the tomh of a Queen and just a Litile highen 14 the tomb.

of the King, ALl this is wonth seeing, On the outside again we proceeded
towards the Sphinx and on oun way just in from of leops is a well presenved
excavation, At Linst sight Looks Like a dry dock and neally s0 it is on was,
The stone the pyramid was, you see, brought 2o his spot from some 600 miles

away by boat, How they were Loaded on on off goodness knows for they had

none of oun modenn machinery for this purpose. The Nile at that Lime apprantly
nan night up against the spot where the pyramids now stand. It is assumed

that in onden o commemonrate the occasion the foat wused was placed in a nock
bed and thene Left to not away. e then made Lon the Sphinx which stands in

a small valley some 3 on 4 hundred yards from the pyramids. The Sphinx s

not quite as big as I imagined But is nevertheless an immence Zigurne of cat
Like appearance with a humane head the feet and body are made of small stone
but the head appears to have been carved out of solid rock. The nose has feen
practically knocked off and thene is many opinions who was really nesponsible
Lton this. This accounts for the pug nose Look., One of the earns has necently
been mended othemwise the structurne is in its ondginal form, The wall surrounding
Lt s of high stone inplaces and in others a mud walld serves the purpose, Of
counse up to a few yeans ago the only part of the sphinx to fe seen was the
head, nrecent excavation hve produced the whole Lorm, To the Left of the

sphine Ls one of the most amazing pieces of all time wonk, It is the tomh
£rom which the ancient mummies wene taken, 7Tremendous columns of stone some
measuring 164t x 4 x 4 and weighing 40 ton stand Zhere one on top of the othen,
L can’t undenstand how the wornk was done it is mystifying to me, The floon
here too 45 of bheautiful alabaster, e eventually Left aften a most internesting
day with the detenmination to pay another visit as soon as time will penmit,

20,72.40  Just prion th this the Awmy had decided that the Victoria Hotel was
not quite up to standand fon the lilleting of Officer  and had leased a luxuny
house Loat - named the "Victoria” strangely enough - mooned to the fanks of
Gezerna Island., On the 20,12,40 we shifted out therne Leaving the othen nanks
at the Hotel, UWe were disappointed at having to Leave the Hotel owing to its
close proximity 2o oun work fut we realized luckly that the conditions at the
house foat in the way of food espcially would fe much fetter, The opening
Zunction on the fLoat consisted of a dinner to some of the Leading Lights
connected with Aust, J. Payne Austn Trade Comm. Don Delaney, Inish Consul,
Matrons Austn and Scotish hospitals, representatives of the boat house,
company Brit, Officens and othens.,

24.72,40 A Ball was held at the Vict, Hotel and was attended by some 20 on s0
Ausin, nunses from Helmeih Hosp.

25.12,40 Was spent quietly owing in my case o perhaps a carny overn. Work a
pretty heavy in between Xmas and New Yeans Epe.There was anothen dance fut I
Lhink the Boys played up that much that not quite s0 many nunses attended.,
Some one stole my cap s0 it was a costly alfain Lorn me.

307041 This day was marred by an unfortunate accident o one of oun men. A
chap named White temporanily attached to our unit was picked up on the foot
path the night fefore just in front of the Hoted, He was rut 2o bed but on
going to him this morning it was discovened he was dead. Oun 2inst casualty.
I was placed in charge of the bunial party, men Zrom Conps Sigs formed the
tining squad, Cairo old cemetny,
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3.1.41 Battle of Bardia. Maj. Gen. Blamey. attended house loat.

191,41 Ma. Shurmer and I had the %day off and we spent the time going thro
the bazaars in Rue Mluskey, There you see the native markets and manufacturing
shops,  Children of very tenden yeanrs engaged on all kinds of work. The
patience of these people is amazing.

2647447 With Capt. A.S. Fletchen Austn, Liaison ngn (RAE. ) I Lefit at

TTam fon Alexandria by can. This was my Linst real sight of desent., Finst
pass the pyramids and the 04d Austn. Camp at Mena. Fon many miles yourun

thno camps. Indians, Poles, Brit Sand galon on foth sides. Miles and miles

of stralght noad. Bare arnid land. % way 46 the Hall way house palatial sont of
eating house nun ly Greeks, Bottle of English been 15 piastres (3/9). [Men on
to Ausin., Camps fLirst this side of Alexandria, Tkingi, Marymt and Amaria. Sand
galone s2ill, Then we nan on to Alexandria and the £inst signs that the country
44 at war faloon Larages. Country flooded machine gun nests, Harbourn full of
wanships including Illustrious Eagle, two aircraft carniens dozens and dozens
of othens., Saw the fLinst sight of thousands of Italian prisonens downhearted,
down trodden poorn Leggarns. Then thro the mad mife, carts, donkeys etc., to Alex
and what a beautiful place. lWonderful buildings, seafront mosques etc,

much brighten place than Cairo. People mostly French and Greek, Stopped at
the (linerva Hotel overlooking the Bay. Hundreds of bathing boxes, Altogethen
a most agreeable place. Stayed 3 days durning which had a good Zime.

2.2.41 AL the usual house boat party Lady Blamey attended on 20.7.47 at the
Gezah CUub. usual weekly dance. I had the opportunity of seeing Gen. Wavelld who
was commanding the whole of the Mid £, Forces.

2.2.41 Capt., Woolcock, L1, Shurmer and self set out by can to Look oven

Sakarah City neputed to have existed 4000 BC, The route lay along the Nile
Valley about 15 mifes on the way you see the wonderful and fertile flats covered
by green vegetation cultivated. Canal runs criss cross and by a system of barrages
the waten flows to every corner. On the fanks you see the native Gippo with
thein sirange medieval methods of tarming everything done by hand, lomen as
usual carnying all varnieties of thinkgs on thein heads. Here and there was in
use the old fashioned farrel affain used to draw the water to highern Lepels,

The Larrel is about 6 ft. Long and as it has a spinal formation the native

by turning it quickly forces the waten upwands,  Pass thro several Lilthy
villages which must Le hundreds of years old, Eventually we came to Memphis,
Finst you are greeted fy several dinty children with queen squeaky voices, AlL
they cowld say was Sieda Goode Lye buckshee. Then the statue of Rameses., As
with all these old fashioned things, smpossible to imagine., Herne was a statue
now Lying down enoamous:alfair measuring at feast 35 £t.  Solid stone oniginally
An one piece frought 2o Memphis by craft from Assawn some 600 miles away, There
are two of these both have feen damaged by the Romans. The statues are reputed
Zo be 6000 yearns ofd. From there allen seeing the small sphinz discovered

only alout 25 years ago we went to the step pyramid. One of about 9 round this
part, Each of us mounted a donkey and rode to the temple of King Koser night
unden found it is, Hene on the wall were carvings symbolizing or depicting
everthing imaginalle, #ruly wonderful work and mysteniows how Lt could have

been performed, Laten we went to the Apis Tombs on Tombs of the Sacred Buld,
Down unden found the Zunnel runs tor about 400 yards, it is about 16/% wide

by 15 high and at either side at interval in a depression 45 a toml of a Qull,
The tomb. consists of a huge polished granite slal 18’ x 8’ x 6’ and 4is covenred
over by another great peice of solid granite, There are 24 o these, An
attempt was made to remove these things some yeans ago but the tomls were 50

big the attempt failed.
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2.2:41 A cocktail party was held on the house foat to greet fln, R.G. Menzies
Prime Ministen of Aust., The affair was a wonderful show as in addition to

Mr, Menzies most of the Notables of Egypt attended including the Prime Ministen
Gen. Blamey, Wavell, Lord Lamson Brit. Ambassador. Infact Genenals galore all
of counse had thein wives Zoo,

703041  Just prion to this date I had the misfortune to develope a nasty boil
on my night leg., As it did not respond to treatment I was ordened to the

15th Scottish Hospital just over the Canal from ourn house foat., I was only in
hosp however fon a few days. My Linst trouble since Leaving home.

12,3.41 [lla, Anthony Eden British Foreign Secrnetany togethen with Lord Lampson
Brit Ambassadon to Egypt visited the house foat.

37.3.41 Anrangements having been made for the Lilleting of Cairo duty officens
in tow sets of Llats dn "Immo 6illa” a building of 13 stories (10 and 11 werne
the ones taken) in the centre of Cairo. AL duty officers Left the house foat
Victornia and took up residence in the new guarters on 31.3.41. The Lnaugural
dinner was attended by some 18 officens, mostly onrdinance and postal. Majon
Woolcock who had just necently feen raised to Field rank was elected President
of the mess, Jack Shummer and I were again room mates. The view from oun
noom was one of considerable intenest as from here could be seen the Pyramids,
Citadel and practically the whole of the city. Up on the high Quildings a
continuous breeze seemed to be in evidence and this was particularly welcome
in view of the early approach of hot weathen,

75.4.47 My binthday spent quietly.

20.4.41 Conditions at the office werne now fairly stabde altho the need fon fong
houns was still apparent not withstanding the increase in staff. Almost 50
men wenre now employed in Reconds fut there was still an accumulation of 30,000
Lettens, The wan at this time had taken a new turn not altogethen favouralle
ton most of the ground gained in Lilya was netaken fy the Germans and condition
in Greece had deteriorated owing to the collapse of Yougoslava and the pressune
of Germans., We are confident however and Looking forward to fetien Eimes.
Following on the evacuation of Greece and the capture of Crete by the Genman,
mail difficulties became fainly acute owing to the alsence of news of wherealouts.,
Syria was invaded by British Force early on June causing Lurther trouble in the
delivery of Connes.

22.6.41 Genmany declared war on Russia. UWhat effect this will have, ALl were
of opinion that what even the nesult it must at Least considerally shorten

the war and result in the overthrow of Hitler., The heat was fainly stiff at
this time 115 to 1718 being a regularn thing as a result I Lost a few

pounds my weight going down to 17.4 in shonts.,

29.6.47 Tnip Zo Port Said, Leaving about am by utility car. Maj, Woolcock,

Lt. Hayes, Fainweather and self journeyed along sweet water canal, Pleasant traip.
Narrow stream/drained from Nile/ fainly deep carrying huge banges Laden with all
kinds of quen goods from stone to watemmelons. Passed thro many small villages,
dinty Lilthy places with thene usual crowd of Loaling type of Gippo sitting around.
Everything was nice and green along the Canal, water is raised to the highen flat
Ly many means. (lostly old fashioned water wheel propelled by hood wikked Gamosh
on Camel on donkey. Entened the Canal (Suez) area proper at Ismalia. This town
quite modern mostly some Arab quanterns of counse but generally French., Acres

of green Lawns and gardens. A real tredt in a desert country. Stayed a while

at French CLub very up to date but drinks werne dear, Quickly drove us out and on
to Port Said along the Canal, ALL the way wonderful to see lig waten way thro
the desert and more intenesting to see great steamens steaming thro the desert.
Near the Port many baloon barrages tied down. Few signs here and thene of the
nesulls of bombings on Port itself. Hundreds of ships seemed a good target Lo
bombs, The city is a dirty Looking place But in the European quanten there are
some Lind buildings, Stayed for dinnen at the S.imine’s Hoteld and had best meal
since arndival in Egypt. Consisted mainly of Gumburry (prawns) put up in some
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special way, On the way home called in again at French CLub. Ismalia and laten
had tea at Telel Khin Aust. flain Ordinance Depot. Arnived home about 10pm Port
Said was raided that night and we apparently just missed it.

25.7.41 Completed 12 months as soldiern, Col Sladdin Dirnecton Posts arnived in
Cairo and as we had o go to Sgt. Jim 0’Toole’s wedding that night Col. Sladdin
was Ancluded in parnty.

14.9.41 lent for a trip by can to the Barrage on wein, one of the figgest
harnessing the Nile 2bout 20 miles from Caino. Supplies the main waten system

Lon innigating the Delta areas and also means of supply. Waten for Cairo district,
The noute by noad passes thro dirty "wog” village, Thousands of natives Lounging
in the streets, dinty and {40 fed women selling dates round which 2Ly numenows
swanms of insects, Cancases of beasts hang out of lutchen shop in the road.
Butchen with a fig knife carves off hunks to customers, who cavy it away unwnapped.
Millions of flies add to the teanible scene which of cournse is prevalent in all
Arab native towns. The Barrage is a wonderful piece of Engineening wonks,

Driving along the top of the wall we were net fy hirens of trnollys. These things
L you cane to take are propelled By hand just Like Railway trolleys on the banks
beautiful Lawns have feen built and as it is only 25 mins by irnain from Cairo it
L5 one of the most populan resorts fon day trippers from the city. On the way
home Ly anothen route we passed thro acres and acres of fertile country all
innigated and at the time was covered in maize, cotton and othen vegetation.

In the afternoon of Zhe same day we took the nroad south th Helwan about 20 miles
Zrom Caino passing thro the fashionable subs of Zamalek Gizerali and Maadi.

AL Helwan we Looked over the ancient Japanese Gardens constaucted on real oniental
Lines, Nice Lawns and shady inees rathen welcome sights in the desent.

15.9.47 12 months away from home,

16.9.41 3.15 am first real naid on Caino city., Brilliant But hideous spectacle,
tlarnes Lighting up city Like day, tracen bullets of all colouns pilence the sky
trying in particular to bring down the flarnes. In the naid 40 people wene killed
and 700 injured.

29.9.41 Gen, Blamey inspects the AIF details, quantens and activities. Being
Ondenly Officen of the flens Billets esconted him thro the quarters and also met
him Laten at the P. Office when he went thro the Redinection Section of which I
was 0/C,

3.70.41 Lt. Col. W.G. Wnight ex Asst Supt mail Mell arnived by air to assume
command. of the Postal Conps. There was simmening of much discontent of oun
activities brought about mainly by the introduction of SlLimmed Cables whenely
numben and name of soldier only was included in the address, One of the figgest
traps even Laid., As it was quite apparent to any one that it would be impossible
Zo ensure a 100% quick delivery thro our reconds as at the inception 6th Div, 9th
Div and Conps wene in action. Interuptions to submissions of returns were
Zrequent.,

17.70.47 Dinnern to Lt., Col A, Sladdin prion Zo his departure By ain to Aust. on
12,710,417,  Just prion to this date [t, H.G. Rogens was evacuated from Tobruk

and was relieved Ly Roy Lovell. Maj. Burns returned home fy ain 27.10.41 fox
duty in Aust.

30.70.471 Base P.0. moves to TEL, EL, Khibarn 50 miles from Cairo. Things wenre

a Little it hickle de pickle de at finst at ourn new fLocation But were nighted
quickly. The Base consisted of two Lange bnick inon rooft (saw foh) buildings
each coverning 20,000 fLLoon space, ALL ranks were quarntened in tents., Quite a
ditferent atmosphere to what we wene used to in Caino., The site was on the far
end of base Ordinance Depot and was arid flat sandy desent country, no trees

only salt bush here and thene, Dust flies and mosquitos were plentiful and alliho
Lt was winter time it was fairly warm in the day time But at night quite cold,
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dack Shurman and I wenre in one tent and made ournselves comfontable, Batman, Frank
Shearen a Scotman talented singer and a rathen well read man., e were lucky 4in
this respect, &Ed Robins a newly apptd. Com. 0f. joined us soon after arrnivel and
he took oven the job of permanent Onrderly Officen. lWonk in the redinection section
wene quickly funclioning normally and the show was quite presentalle when

Col, W.G., Wnight visited us shortly aften commencement of operations .

The staff in the Redirection section was now very heavy on account of parcel Lists
rnequining attention, 100 men were requined fon the work and these were obtained
trom 1,7.Bns, 103 employed in Records as at 12.771.47.

17.72.47  Japan entens war try vicious attack on American navel fLases. Heavy
damage was done and during the naval fattle three days aften the initial attack 2
British battle ships were sunk., (Prince of Wales & Repulse)

75,712,471 Promoted as Captain
VX44548 Capt. L.G. Kracke
Austn, Base P,0., Egypt,

Amas 1947 with othen Officens was spent with the troops. The reconds section was
cleared and Ly rearrnangement of the tables seating accommodn fon the 300 troops
was possible, The dinner was attended by:

Col, W.G., Wnight

Capts AH, Slanton, Shurmenr, Rogens, Kracke, Fainweather, L[4, Smith, Robins.

Maj. Lancashire,

2oT1.42 Left with Capt Falmweather, Shurmer & [td. Smith to attend conference
at Haifa Palestine, Passed thro Kavtara, Gaza, Jerusalem and Haifa. The Latten
45 a companitively new Jewish town builit on the side of Mt. Carmeld, Recognised
as one of the most picturesque towns in the Mid. £, The houses are of so0lid
construction, stone and are modern, From the top of Mt. Carmel it seems possi8Le
to throw a stone into the Harbour which altho small is deep. Saw sulmarines
going out as well as mine sweepens, To say nothing of a train foad of mines
going nonth. Thenre were many Geaman refugees in Haifa, Cafes etc. are bright
but drinks and the Like wene very dearn. Palestine cunnency is a Little dearen
than Egyptian 1 piastire = 3 Austn. On oun way to Halfe wenre snowed in at
Jerusalem, Finst rneal fall forn 25 yns. e werne in a Cate and when we came out
thene was several inces of snow necessitating stay in Jerusalem oven night
as all iraffic was bLloked, Board was difficult to oltain and we eventaully
had Zo go Zo a Genman Colongy to stop at a Pensian - quite good., UWhen we
awacke in the morning thene was fully 2 feet of snow. It was a beaut iful sight
People wene on the roofs nolling big snow ball and dropping them on people
below, lWe eventually got away in the afternoon and arrived at Haifa aften an
exciting trip,  Stopped at the Windson Hoted veny crook pZace.i{ 7 /2/6 per day
3/- for fath etc, food on the nose.
The Confenences

Col, W.G., Wnight

Maj. Woolock, Fletchen

Capt. Dracke, Rogens, Fainweathern, Cohen, Condell, Lopelld

Lt, Smith, Childs,
Went off 0.K., many things straightened out. After conclusion of conference
was granted permission to accompany Capt. Fainweather o his new Location .
0/C 6th Div. Postal Unit Located in Syria with Fairweathen, [t. Childs Left
Haifa 7.1.42 forn Baalleck HQ 6th Div. The track Lead along the coast and was
very intenresting. This was the nank taken by 7th Div., in action againsit
Vichy French few months previous. Some evidence of action here and then passed
over bridge just before Bemrit when most Aust. casualiics wene inflicted.,
Bridge now nepaind. People still mostly Arals not quite so dark as one Lunthen
south., Hopped in Berwit Ausin, Officens club very good show. Very narrow
trams cans pass any sdde. Policeman carny a white stick, At night visited
tew night clubs., Kit Cat (one of this name in every Zown) Luids ete. pretity
Lrowsy eveny thing ternilly dear, Oh the curnency very strange. For one Palestine
Z note you got 80.3 piastres. I had#€5 and it was humerous to get $40 fon it.
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No Zo funny paying out for a meal, Oun dinnen cost 2 on 5/8 Aust. Town out
of bounds owing to Austns., having shot up a few prominent citizens. At Beawit
we found out that most of 6th Div. area centre of Syria was snow Lound, Conps
ten miles out was affect, To get to Baalbeck in ondinary times drive of 1%

hns now necessany to go through Tripoli north to Homs and down to Baalleck.

Left early in morning on that route, Tripoli HQ 7th Div. just a wog town. Had
dinnen and pushed cn north east, Soon nan into snow and by the time got %o
Homs naod was passalle only two on three feet of frozen snow and thro it we
pushed to Baalleck encounterning snow drifts all the way. Syria seems to fe all
mountain rubble not a blade of grass on a tree., Snow every where fedowin
plentiful - Rotten country in my opinion., Baalleck on the side of a hill

Wog town but here I saw the famows nuwins of Temples Venius, Jupiten and Bacchus,
The most marvellous sight I've seen to date, massive columns granite, beautiful
carvings, dmmence stones. One 204t Long 1000 tons. Temples smashed By earth
quakes 1750, Roman, Turks, Geaman commission also took away a Lot of parnts.

Next day went to Zaally., Completely snowed in feet high., Toasted Arals bread.
Stuck dn snow several times. Big free French aerodromes showing marks of
British Bombardment, Unalle to get to Damascus direct on 10#h Left fon the
capital via Homs and Baghdad nroad., 150 miles arrnived Damascus safely poon type
of city. Veny shoddy, too much of hurry to buy anything 4in market, Next day
Left  Fainweather and Child who went fack to Baalleck, I took a convoy of Loun
trucks from oun bnigades and made for Haila to pick up mails, Uneventful trip
over high mountains past Loke Tiberius, Sea of Gallalee, Arnived Haifa 4pm
Caught airmail carn to Gaza., Stayed with Jack Hayes and Left next day forn 7.E.K.
avived 11p, very intenesting tiip,

75.7.42 Ominous sighns of whole A.I.F, shifting to a new area of operations.

37,0042 Capt. J.W. Shurmen, Lt, V., Quinn, E.A. Robins and 70 others transfenned
£rom Base P.0, to Ne, 2 Base P.0. for duty eslewhere and left T.E.K, At this time
Tth Aust., Div and Corps also Left for an Eastenn destination. Capts, Shurmen

and Rogens promoted as flaj, Early in Felb it became olvious that Lollowing on the
pernsistent Japs attacks Singapone would fall, This eventually did occurn and it
was then apparent that there may fe some change of plans in negand to the
destination of A.I.F. troops from Mid East. Furthen infiliration of Japs
southwanrd brought then to Java Sumatra and Ralual, Damwin was also raided 20.2.42
by Lombens and thene seemed that we would fe sent to Aust.

1.3.,42 Aften conference with Col, Wrnight it was decided that I should proceed
with 100 0/Fs of Base P.0., on next Llight overseas ( probally back to Ausit, )

Up to this stage in the New Yean practically no mail had feen nec'd from Aust.
the Ainmail having been completely stopped/ Two on three dispatches has been
Lost aften planes had been intencepted by Japs. No surface mail had feen rec’d
up to 8.3.42 and there was a general Leeling of quietude., lWork in the Base P.O,
became Less and Less heavy and in orden to AL in time a senies if noute manches
and military training was undertaken.

20.3.42 200,000 defayed airmail rec’d by surface Linst fon 10 weeks. Nothing
of any consequence happended during the Lollowing 3 months excepting perhaps
mention should fe made of the fact that I spent 7 week in the 27th Gen, Bnrit.
Hosp. following an injury o my knee necedlved as a resuld of an application

of a wrestling hold Ly a foul daunken Sgt. visiton to the Sgts, mess, Weeks
atter the knee was still weak, On 10.6.42 the List of men fLon retunn to Aust.
was promulgated, I was to take 44 Base men (mostly N.C.0’4,) and 17 No.2 LOFC
reople Back to Aust. Iwas naturally thnilled specially the prospect of seeing
my wite and family., On 20,6,42 I was notifed that I was undern 24 hrs notice
and it then appeared that I would get away about 25th. Disasten 22.6.42 Tobruk
has fallen will it alten things!!!!!! .
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24.6,42 A can faom B,0,D. called at 07,30 to inform me that the train to take
me to Staging Camp Tewfick was waiting at 7.E,K. station. By some
mésundenstanding I had not been informed of this. The train was allowed Zo
proceed and steps wene taken to arnange motor transport to Suez. Trucks werne
provided by Maj. Lancashire and aften many Larewells the party 61 in all Left
7 &Ko at 11,75am 24.6.42, That night we stayed at ATTAKA camp Suez and at
06,30 25.6.42 we foard the Rajula gooo tons at Porat Tewpok.

Muting Othen nanks of whole ship refusad o move into new postings., ALl
untis Lnpolved but I go my chaps out of it with a bit of cunning.

There were about 7750 aboard and we eventually cast off at 1715Arns 25,6.42.

One of the liggest thnills of my Life. On my way home certainly disappointed
at the state of the wan but couldn’it conceal happiness, The trip to Aden was
uneventful excepting to mention that it was temilically hot. Afmost unbearalle.,
Anndved at Aden 1400hrs 29,6.42. Aden the fehind of the wordd and appropriate
enough for I neven sae such an uninviting place. Built on huge bay at the foot
of high treturous barrnen mounts right on sea Zront, Not a blade of grass.

Did not go ashore.

30,6.42 0500hns Left Aden probally for Colombo., The heat was still ternitic
but on the night of 2.7.42 a big change came. The sea waves became mountains
high, choppy and threw our tul about. A great numben of the presonnel wene
sea sick but I was not affected, My cabin mate was Capt. E.C, Adams a veny
Likeally Ondinance chap, e were convoyed from Suez fLor a short distance

by a cruisen fut most of way to Aden we wene alone, Fron Aden we wenre esconted
by an armed menchantman, WNot a very formidable Looking craft fut s2i00 may

be useful,

6.7.42 100hns arnnived Colombo where it was noticed that many big troop transponts
were in the harbourn., It soon became known to us that a 8ig convoy was on the
way, We soon found out that all A.I.F. in Ceylon were to go home in convoy
and we wene to join then. Quite pleasant information we had feen told before
entening Pont that some repains to oun ship were necessarny and thene was some
talk of transhipping. Howeven while waiting fon the decision I managed to get
ashore with the mail. I contacted Capt, Bill Fainweather, Lid. Bill Smith and
othens of No, 3 Base. They were all packed up neady 2o board ship fon home.
Retunrned to ship, and at conference of 0/C’s was told that oun ship was to go
dinto dry dock for nepains to propellan, Arnived in dock alout an hour Latenr.
It was a unique expenience to be in a ship high and dry, ALL personnel were
to Live on board duning oun stay there fut leave was granted to all ranks

ton 4 hns on 7.7.42. Altho in charge of a pickquet prarty I roamed round the
city and bought a few things. During the next Lew days Lite was Lairnly
monotonous fut this was broken a Little By the fact that we were allowed o
get off the ship and wanden around the compound., Eventually aften some ansciows
moments when we thought the job would not fe Linished the Locks wene opened
and in about 1% houns we were afloat again. 0800hrs,

13,7.42 I went into town in the morning and got rid of a Lew Lettens,
7600hns 13,7.42 Left berth again for the Last stage of oun voyage. e were
the Last of the convoy to moon out, 12 transports having preceeded us., Out
into the open sea and it Looked a fine sight as in addition to the transponts
there wene 3 destroyens, a corvette, an Armed flerchantman and fLasi by and not
Least was the "Gammil” a fast heavy Cruisen, Seas wene moderate and oun
counse fon 2 days was a Little west of South., At the end of the 2nd day

the destroyens and the corvette Left us,



- 1% .

197,42 1200hns met Ly an American Cruisen which altern a while took over from
the "Gammil” This cruiiser then made off westwand probably to S. Africa.
5 on 6 days and we should see Aussie,

20.7.42 Seas pretty rought

R1.7,42 Still rough seas., Armed menchantman Left us and anothen vessel

sposed 2o be the Kanimbla armed to over one side of escort with the American
cwiser on the othern side. The sea was feginning to calm down a Little and on
25.7.42 the curisen sent off 4 flying boats all making towards Ausiralia which
now would be about 600 miles off. Sea was now very calm and it was a wondenful
break aften s0 much wind and high waves. The planes neturned to the ship

after about 4 houns Llying., They probably in that time saw the mainfand.

Word was passed round that we wene expected to fenth at Fremanile 1000hrs

on Monday 27th. It would be a memorable day Lor all. ’

One of the troop ships developed engine trouble and oun rass slowed down
and we wene only doing 8 orn 10 knois.

26,7.42 The convoy Lroke up., The crwiser with Athlone, Castle and 4 othens
went south obviously not calling at Fremanile,

28.7.42 Land in sight, Aust, at last, Rottness Island sighted and we Linally
benthed at Fremantle TT1am. Band welcomed us. UWarf Lined with Aust, troops

and quite different to when we went away 2 years ago. (et capt, Metcall Postal
Lon Perth, Leave was granted from nnon and it was a memoralle occasion when

L stepped ashore at 7300 houns.lent by train to Perth. Spent 2% days in Perth
and the foat swang off again on the Last stage of the #nip at 8am and waited
fon the nest of the convoy out in the harboun., Eventually at 4pm we began

to make way. Convoy consisted of cuuwisen Adelaide, Ammed Merchantman Kanimfla
and two destroyerns. 8 ships making straight for south pole have feen advised
that the convoy is going to Mell. and should reach thenre Monday 70.8.42
meaning that the voyage will take us 47 days.

108,42 still going south But should turn east soon.

8.8,42 Annived in Melbourne aftern a fast inip across the Bight which was calm.
Leave to see Dornie and kids and what a thnill, Leave disembarkation . e
disembanked at PL, Melbourne and went fy train to Seymoun. Leave was not
granted until 14.8.42 14 days completed on 28.8.42 and all Vie's neponted

2o Royal Park from where we wene daaften to 2 Base P.0O. St. Kilda, On arnival
there the fodies were handed oven o Maj, Drapen. I was attached fon duty

at 2 Base until Oct. when I went fuwd to Bris., to introduce the Redinrection
procedure to covern New Guinea Evacuees,

172,42 Job in Bris completed and returned to flellourne to take up at LHO,
Feb 71943 Proceeded to Bris Base to oversight redirection procedure.,
Apn 1943 Returned to LHQ,

May 71943 With the ol ject of taking up Later at.Adv. L H.Q Bris procedes to
Bris but while there was notifed of my appt. as 0/C No., 1 Section Base P.0,
Port Moresby N.G,

June 1943 With LE, Col., sladdin neturned #o Mellourne and prepared to Leave
ton NG, My appt. coincided with the raising of Holl, and No.3 Section of Base
Port M. and I secured all the necessary equipment Lon despateh with the 40

odd numbers of the draft including Capt. Harnison and Lt. Goldhein

15.8,43 I Left Melbourne Ly train met Harrnison and Goldhein in Syd - These
ofns with O/R embarked there and I went on fy train alone.

26.8.43 Boarded Katoomba fon Port Monesly arnived 28.8.43. Mey by Maj. Shurmen
Capt. Quinn, Conditions at Base very congested., Letten room in upstain
portion of a mission building . Elect. Light on fut Just a glimmen,
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Carn battenies with carn globes used fon the work at night. Poor show.
70.9.43 Into hsop with alysess Luttocks,

74.70.43 Resumed duty. A33 presented interviews. These wenre rapens fon
promotion as fMlajor which sulsequently came thro O.K. I really didnt think

I would get this fan in rank., Brig, Steele Lae Base Sub Area who signed the
papens, Engineens commenced building 3 Sydney William huts to house Letten
and Reg. & P,P.”"s. Conditions on completion of this wonk neasonably good.
Moresby was at that time receiving all mail fon the Island troop excepting
Milne bay. Bunalampang in progress and difficully in getting mails across Ly
ain,  Adirn mail from mainland regularly shutout on one occasion 14 days without
ain mail, Relying solely on American ain t’port. 7ith Div. move into Ramu
Valley caused furthen wornies in getting mails fud., Units howeven Left L,0,B,
(Left out of battle). Post ondenly who had all reconds. These men checked
mails befone going fwd and extracted anticles fon those not with unit Lonwanrd.,
Xmas 1943 Particularly heavy - houns for months 0700 - 2200 hrs 7 days per wk.

Oct, 71943 Capt, Hayward with 2/1 L of C Postal Unit arrived took oven L ol €
area, Capt, Quinn to Midne bay short nelief of Lt. Beston then on to Buna where
4 L of Co L[t. Baum was functioning., Capt., Quinn Laten proceed to Lae to set

up an advanced Base,

Nov. 7943 Capt. Lupton with reinfts arnived.
Nov. 7943 Capt. Lupton took over 5 L of C Postal Unit from Lit. Bridley to the
mainfand.,

Dec, 1943 Capt, Attwell arnived and was shortly aften tld to 171 Div. 2o
nelieve Capt, McKinnon evac to mainland. T7The Redirection Sectionest. at
Port flonesly to cope with evacuee mail functioning well, Capalbly run by WOI
Jerry Donnellan, .0, bakern and EL0is obtain Commissions. Baken to Buna o
nelieve Beston on Leave, Lae commenced to operate as an ady. Base about Nov.
on Dec. unden Capt, Quinn, Lt, Brookman and Murphy from mainfand to Lae.
Murphy Learned to 1 Conps D.ADAP.S, May & Rogens,

1 and 2 Conps changed over formen going fack to mainfland and Capt. Fenton
was again D.ADAP,S,

May 71944 Capt, Quinn to mainland on Leave also Maj, Shurmen. May 71944 preparation
An progress to transfen main Base to Lae and eventually moved there in July.

L went on fLeave June 28th. Had dermititis. Boarded "Canberrna” 28 June

arived Mell 7 July. Leave in Australia 7 July to 31 July, 44,

37,7044 Left by train., Dermititis developed in futtocks and I entered hosp
Bris, 10 Aug 44 and was discharged on 14 Aug., Proceeded to 7’ pille by train
and eventually foanded Taroona fon Lae on 28 Aug.

109044 Annived Lae and took over from Capt., Harnison as 0/C No. 7 Section.
Maj, Shurmer C,0, Lt. Goldhein and Lt, ELLis - Officens and Capt. Harnison,
Oct, Capt Harnison Leave nelieved fy Capt. Lupton from 5 L of C. Inspected
Milre Bay terrnible going in tnip By ain in an old Rapide plane, How we goit
there I don’t know, Heavy rain and cloud only two in plane myself and pilot
and did it fuck around.

Sept, 1944 (fladan operating, Lit. Bennett in charge.,

Oct, 7944 Aditape operating in charge W.0. lMontgomenry. Bougainville in charge
Lt, Witlton,

Nov, 7944 Jac Bay operating with W,0. Coulhard and Laten by Lt, ELLis,
1% anmy Zook over area Col, Fletchen, Maj, Conden.,

Amas 1944 not particularly difficult, (Much asst. oltianed Zrom Details Depot.,
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Dec 1944 Advice nec'd of Mlaj. Shurmen tfd #o Bris. o le neplaced Ly May.
Lancashire, flaj, Shurmen deaprted by plane Dec 28. Maj Lancashine arniped
28 Jan 45. I had collected Dermititis again duning the Latter pant of 1944
and eventually was neboarded as unfit for service in hot and humid climate.
Transfenned to Reserve [ist.

3.3.45 Emplaned for mainland., Held upFinchafen (Capt. Jack Hayes promoted
as Major in my place).

6.3.45 Anndlved Bris by ain,
10.3.45 Annived Mell Ly rail,

Leave 70 Fed 45 - 8 Marn, Genmany capitulated May 1945
dapan capitulated Aug 1945

8.3.45 Took up as Postal Dinectorate L.H,Q, D.AD.P.S.
Dishcharged Jan 1946,



