Private Leo Augustus Francis USSHER - 1526
6th Light Horse.
Leo was the son of Daniel USSHER & Bridget May QUINLAN and was born in about 1879 in Taree, NSW.
His father was the Sergeant of Police stationed in Tarlee from 1871 until 1886.

Leo was a member of the Taree Literacy & Debating Society.

The family then moved to Jericho were his father purchased 300 acres and took up farming.

In January 1900 Leo offered himself as a volunteer for the Transvaal (Boer War)

Leo married Florence Alice Lewis SHAW nee O’HARA in 1905 in Waverley, NSW.

Florence was the daughter of Adam O’HARA & Mary Elizabeth and was born in 1871 in Redfern, NSW.

Florence was previously married to Joseph Ernest SHAW on the 10th of March 1897 in St Thomas’s Church, Balmain (Rozelle), NSW. Joseph had died on the 9th of January 1900 in Waterloo.
They welcomed their first child in 1906; Edith L USSHER, but sadly she died as an infant.
In 1914 they lived at 4 Belmore Street, Rozelle

Sadly, Florence died on the 8th of March 1914 and Leo buried her in the Rookwood General Cemetery.
Leo then became a commercial traveller.
At the age of 35, Leo enlisted into the 6th Light Horse Regiment, 11th Reinforcement on the 31st of July 1915 in Warwick Farm, NSW. 
He listed his mother, of 5 Waterloo Street, Rozelle, NSW, as his next of kin.
Leo embarked from Sydney on board the HMAT A14 Euripides on the 2nd of November 1915.

Leo and his Regiment spent late 1916 and early 1917 engaged on patrol work before being sent to Gaza.
On the 26th of March 1917, Leo took part in the Anzac Mounted Division in the failed First Battle of Gaza. They were assigned the role of attacking from the north and east while British infantry attacked from the south. During the crossing of the Wadi Ghazzeh, the 7th Light Horse Regiment formed the advance guard, the light horsemen then skirted around the town towards the coast while a cavalry screen was established prior to the attack. The attacking infantrymen were delayed by fog, while the light horsemen captured some of the high ground to the north. 
Leo, with the 2nd Light Horse Brigade and New Zealand Mounted Brigade were committed late in the day. As they advanced, they were held up by thick hedges, which had to be cleared by hand, while the troopers also dealt with defending Ottoman troops. Although the northern and eastern parts of the town were penetrated, concerns about water and approaching Ottoman reinforcements resulted in the attack being called off.   
When the Australians marched into Besor Springs early on the 17th of April 1917, there was little Turkish resistance.

The Turks had deserted the trenches, two of which were cut through the side of the hill, Khirbet Shellal. The Turks had used the pinnacle of the hill as a machinegun post and lookout across the expanse of open country north and south. 
Sadly, Leo was one of four Australians to be killed this morning, when a bomb was dropped from a German plane into the camp of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade in Besor Springs.
He was buried by Chaplain Nigel BACKHOUSE of the 7th Light Horse, at Sin Springs, on bank of Wadi Ghazzeh, Shellal, Sinai Peninsula. 
His body was later exhumed and he was reburied in the Beersheba War Cemetery (Row Q, Grave 64), Palestine
