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1944
CAPT. GREEN’S     3-11-1944

Farming Class and these Classes started Wednesday November 1st in the Eye Clinic, on account of the building being on the small side he had to put these forty men into two schools, each week one will be on Wednesday and the other Friday and these talks will be mainly on  mixed farming and he started off with his talk, first of all trying to explain the best way to value land.  The Government valuation is a very poor one, also the Banks is not the best, so the only one left is your own, and in this one has to consider what he can produce from the land, if he cannot produce what it is worth well he might as well put his money on the race horses.  If one put £1,000 in land he wants to make the interest which should be 5% - £50 and his own wages, put down at £5 a week £260 a year besides this he wants to make extra, or he might as well be working for the ordinary wage and leave his £1000 in the bank.

If one is lucky enough to buy land say £4 an acre and land ajoining it at say £9 an acre, add 9 and 4 together, this is 13 and makes all your land at an average of £6-10.  This is the kind of thing that makes it hard for the man coming into a new part as perhaps the £9 an acre would be to high and one could not produce the goods to make it pay.

Fat Cattle – ALL AVERAGES TAKEN OVER TEN YEARS.

Four acres of land is required to fatten a bullock and on an average it takes six months to fatten one.

CATTLE – 37/- a cwt. on the hoof is the average price and the live weight is 700 lbs.

Cows for dairying – Average.  Each cow should bring in £12-10 a year after expenses.

Fat Sheep – Two sheep to an acre.

Average weight of wethers is 52lbs and price 25/- stores 15/-.

Average weight ewes – 45 lbs and price 18/- stores 10/-.

Average weight export lambs are 32 to 35 lbs and the price 18/- to £1-0-0.

Lambs of 40 lbs to 44 lbs are good for home consumption and bring more.

Wool – The average price for merino wool 14 pence a lb and the weight of the clip is 8½ lb.

+ Bred 10 pence a lb and the weight of average fleece 7½.  Lambs would average a little over 2½ lbs.

Wheat – The average per acre is 11 bushels and the price 10/6 a bag, the bag its self cost 9 pence carting ½ to a penny per mile per bag and freight 3¼ pence a bushel this is for 200 mls, Victoria a cost of working this land is on the average 30/- an acre.

Oats – The average per acre is 8 bags and price 7/6 a bag working cost of land is £1- an acre.  Algerian or the white oats the best over a number of years.  Morage Lifter, Laughlin and others are good also, second hand bags are always used for oats, these as a rule can be bought at half  the price of new ones.

Barley – The average per acre is 8 bags and the price is 12/- a bag.

Peas – These average 8 bags an acre and the price is 19/6 a bag.  The ones grown are Duns, Blues and the Grays, these are “reckonized” to be the best thing of all to fatten sheep with, it will not blow them up and after a crop of peas it is almost possible to grow any other crop.

The best time to put the sheep on them, is just as they start to turn brown.  (Legume Type).

POTATOES – Average 5 ton to the acre and the price £5 a ton.  Cost to grow these is £10- an acre.

Onions – Up to £250 has been paid for an acre, for this class of land, price for onions are low now.

TURNIPS – SWEDE – These are very good for stock they can be fed by leaving them in the ground, stock will eat them right out by the root, they can be fed off just as the tops start to grow also.  The swede turnip can be hand fed to stock also, no need to chop them up.

Up to £20 a ton and 15 ton an acre.

PIGS- A sow will average two litters a year and eight each time on the average.

Porkers will bring on the average 44/- each and the older ones £4- each.

Cost of a plough – The iron in it is worth £2- and to make this plough cost £10- and it’s sold at £38 – by H.V. McKay.

All these averages are taken over a ten year period, any ten years would be a good guide for a district.  One can get the figures out of the Common Wealth year book.

Fowls – Capt. Green never mentioned them on his talk, but an English man told me, each hen over a year should bring in an average 12/6.

The first Spanish Merino Sheep was a white, some seem to think it was a black, Capt. Green was asked this question.

18-11-1944

Capt. Vernon  – spoke on the North-West of New South Wales or the place he was on there! 

Quite a good talk and questions were asked.  He used Coopers Sheep Dip and I think about 10lb of powder to 125 sheep, directions are given on each package or drum used, the liquid is the best in my opinion and easier to mix.

This man explained how quite a number get good averages with their lambings, he said at crutching time they pulled out all the ewes that were not in lamb 75% is a good average with a large flock, some mentioned the cradle system for marking lambs, but thought as most of us, it would be too slow and of no advantage, unless used for big lambs, big lambs a person should not have to tail, as most of the tailing is done when the lambs are four weeks old.

When the rams were joined with the ewes he put two or three to the hundred and after a ewe is served it is five months before it lambs.

BANKEN BLOOD – this man went in for                getting instead of crutching was favoured by some, but not by Capt. Vernon as the crutchings always brought in something and was a surer method.  The circular type of yards were preferred by him although he never had them himself; plans of these are in Coopers Sheep Dip Book and are good I believe.

Major Lord De Ramsey – 21-11-1944

This man gave a very good talk in the Eye Clinic, this on mixed farming in England, there system of working the land is quite different from ours – they fallow one year and then get four or five crops off this land running mainly, barley roots, Sugarbeet, wheat and barley and then perhaps three years of seed and grasses, a root or potato crop is always called as a fallow crop, in England they help to clean the land and also make it better for the next years cash crop.  Ten tons to the acre is the average potatoe crop grown in the Fern area, this is I think in Scotland.

Wheat on an average of 36 bushels an acre and up to 80 bushels per acre has been grown.

Major De Ramsay got up to 64 bushels an acre in 1938.  Roots crops yield very heavy and also another crop of the cabbage type this grows fairly high with a stem as thick as ones arm and produces up to 50 tons an acre (KALE).  

Bullocks are bought by these men on the farms and fattened and sold, the weight of them is between 13 and 14 cwt. and are three or four years old when sold.

Wheat crops have to be eaten off as they grow so heavy and of course would go down if left grow rank.  If they cannot be eaten off, they use an acid to burn the flag off, in this way it helps to keep them in check.  (Manures are used).

SGT. STEPHENS OF THE 10TH A.G.H.  ON PIGS    28-11-1944
This was a short talk and he said a porkers weight was 100 lbs, and 175 lbs and over or an old sow or boer was termed as a Backfatten, eight in a litter was a good average and a sow as a rule was good for six or seven litters perhaps more, the way to pick a sow in with the Boer and not the other way round and when weaning the little ones, take the sow away and leave the little ones in their sty, then they will not worry so much.

All expenses taken in for feeding and breeding it costs 18/ to rear a porker and on an average they only bring £2- wages have to be taken out of this.  In feeding grain it should always be crushed or soaked otherwise a lot will be passed straight through and wasted, milk is very good food and a gallon a day and of grain up to four lbs a day according to age is fair feeding.  Never have your breeding sow too fat.  Six Boers to 100 sows is about the usual rate of mating, never leave the Boer run with the sows, they come in season every three weeks and keep on for about three days.  No need to leave the Boer any longer then two or three hours.

An acre of land to a breeding sow is quite good enough, Artichoke roots are very good to plant, once they get a start they last in the ground for a number of years (PIGS ROOT THERAPY).

 SAPPER  ALEX  RICHARDSON    ON SOILS     5-12-1944
This man a Malayan Volunteer gave a long talk on soils and plants food.  A soil can look quite good and may be very poor at producing good crops, so the best thing to do is to get your soil tested, this can be done by sending a small sample or samples of the soil to your Agriculture Department and they will do this free for you, but always let them know what crops you are growing, trying to grow and what has been growing on the land. 

 The land may need lime or some different kind of manure, even a crop of peas or beans will improve the land, with the peas one can reap the benefit in two ways, just by fattening the sheep on them and their manure will help as well as the roots of these peas which put into the land a certain thing which is always lacking.

Working and we always do it, this is to work the land always after a rain or a few days afterwards just when it is starting to get a crust on top, this is done so as to hold the moisture, by doing this it brakes the “carpillarys” in the soil, if these are not broken the moisture comes straight up to the surface and is wasted, by keeping a good mulch on top helps to stop that.

The root of a plant, it is the last inch or two that does the work, right on the end is a hard cap and this cap is renewed as it pushes through the soil, behind this cap is a number of very small air roots, these only run back for a little over an inch.  This was a good talk and never had time to finish it as the light went off.

19-12-1944
He again hit on some very interesting points and said if we had taken his advice when first becoming P.O.W., by gardening his way and the using of right soil, our plants would have produced far more, perhaps even enough as for us to do without rice at times.

All night soil from Melbourne and urine is used out on the Werribee farm with great results and the people that live and eat the vegetables grown there are as healthy or healthier than any other place in Victoria, 60 children were examined at the small school there and all found to be extra healthy.  Beef at one time was condemned there, this was because of measles found in it, but only one per cent of the cattle were found with it, so the sale of beef from that area was stopped, this was so the sale of our export beef would not be ruined if the world found out we were selling beef from the area, well things would have went bad with the export trade.  ROOTS OF SOME PLANTS if put end to end in some cases would reach up to 100 miles. 

PTE.  REILLY  ON  BUTTER & CHEESE
This talk was on how butter and cheese was made in New Zealand, this lad spoke extra well, although I did not seem to get interested in him.

To every pound of butter that is made 2 oz of salt is added, butter is also put up in lumps of 56 lbs and cheese up to 80 lbs.  All Milk is treated before being made up into cheese.

PTE.  HORTON     26-12-1944

Wheat Farming in West Australia.

This lad gave quite a fair talk on his part that he lived in, land there seemed to be quite cheap and terms good.  Clearing this land ran into 30/- or more an acre.  Fencing, the small round posts could be brought for 30/- a hundred and split ones at £5, these small round posts are extra hard and will last in the ground for many years, land there seems very easy to work and this chap pulled an eight and six furrow plough behind a tractor and two harvesters.

CAPT.  GREEN     JANUARY     2-1-1945
Captain Green spoke on mixed farming and gave as usual a very good talk and he strongly advised not to go into dealing with sheep, as he could count on two hands the men in N.S.W. and Victoria that had made good on this kind of business.

One had to have great experience in dealing and had to be able to judge to within a couple of pennies of the market.

In a mixed farm one had to look after the small things such as fowls, a couple of cows and also a couple of sows, these should, or one should be able to make these pay for the groceries bill or a little more, but do not neglect them as a pound saved is a pound made, also one should always be able to produce his own meat.

COLONEL  OAKES     ON CORRIEDALE SHEEP     9-1-1945
First of all he described the breeding and make up of this sheep, it was bred from the Merino ewe and by the English Lincoln ram and after a number of years it was able to call them pure breeds.

This sheeps is a larger than the merino sheep and of square build and of good wool, it classing is 46 in 573, merino being 60 in 573 or more, the average weight of these wethers would be from 65 to 75 lbs and merino from 55 to 60 lbs and the wool per lb is about the same, as these Corriedale’s are much larger, but the price per lb may be a little less.  Lambs are good for the freezers and are an all round sheep, can stand up to the hot and cold climates better, and are also free from foot rot and other diseases.  These are a pleasant and quiet type of sheep also contented and do not run about like the merino.

The average sheep owner of Australia run 1000 sheep and this talk was on a 1000 lot and 1000 acres of land, he gave prices for all and worked it all out plainly, as is what a person should make.

After breeding these sheep for a few years one should not need a wool classer, as they should be classed in the yards and culled out each year.

The buying and running of your land is of course the main thing, so these are a few of the figures given and one to do any good at this game must be able to put down at least half of the cost of the land and the stock and plant before making any attempt to kick off, if he started off by putting a small amount down, he has to pay interest on a large amount, therefore always has a mill stone around his neck.

Land    1000 acres at £6 and acre                    £6000 –

Sheep  1000 head at  £1 a head                         1000- 

Man                           £3 a week                          160-

Rates & taxes, insurance a year                            50-

Shearing, dipping & crutching                              50-

Loss of sheep for the year                                      40-

Plant, sheep dogs & living expenses                    500-

                                                                          £7800-
By putting £4000 down and paying interest on the remaining £4000, his expenses for the first year would be £2100-.

May make from these -                                £ -      S -      D –

Wool ten lb fleece at  1/- a lb.                     500      -          -

Lambs 700             at 15/- a head                525

                                                                   1025

All expenses for year £2100.

CAPTAIN  VERNON      Tuesday    16-1-1945
Capt. Vernon gave us quite a good talk on the fat lambs, just thing to do is to get a well framed ewe, and well bred of the extras you want, then the ram the same, three of these to the hundred, this is good mating and it gives one a chance of getting a drop round about the same time.  In his opinion the Border Leicester is the best, but the Dorset Horn is a lamb that grows much faster than any other, can be ready for the market three weeks earlier than any other.  The Corriedale is a very slow growing lamb, but has good wool.

The four or five rams that he mentioned were – Border Leicester, Romney Marsh, Dorset, Lincoln and Corriedale, other good ones also

The Ideal and the Polworth are about the same sheep only the Ideal has no horns and of course has the advantage.  Any of the English long wools mated with merinos will give a good lamb.

Gestation period is five months, and December is a good month to join the rams with the ewes.

The Border Leicester or the long wool rams will work better if yarded or driven about the paddock, if left to themselves in hot weather, they like to lay in the shade.

Average price over a number of years 18/-.

CAPT.  GREEN     23-1-1945

This talk on Wool Growing and another very interesting talk, for wool breeding one must try and buy from the same station each time, this is so he can get an even line of ewes or wethers.  Buying all over the place one is sure to get an uneven lot of sheep and when one is culling he wants to cull heavy.

Wool count is an interesting thing and 70 onwards is reckoned as super-fine, under 46 is starting to get low.

By this count we mean so many yards per pound of a certain strain.

Always try and get your wool into as less lines as possible of one class, using the same brands on your bales each year and do not put in any stained bits of wool, as a buyer seeing any stained wool, will judge all your wool of being that class.  Most of the early merino sheep came from the Vesmat Breed and these were full of “rinkles” and easy for the flies to blow.

Nowadays merinos are breed free from these “rinkles”. 

Capt. Green seemed to think the Merino Sheep men of the Western District of Victoria do not worry about culling their flocks and improving their sheep and said the sheep there in some parts were not as big as bandicoots and he would not keep them on his place any longer than 24 hours.

CAPTAIN  PATERSON     6-2-1945

On Stock Marketing, and he was an auctioneer for Gippsland & Northern and sold stock in the New Market sales yards.  He started selling there in 1935 and these yards hold the record for the number sold weekly, (World Record).  The highest number of sheep sold in one day there 139,000 and an average of 90,000 sheep per week.

Sims Cooper & Co. bought 42,000 lambs one day at these yards, this is also a record and only two buyers buying, one from under the hammer and the other privately.

Of the lambs sold at New Market Co-Op are Border Leicesters  and the South Down is also there in good numbers, but these do not come from the Malley or Riverina districts.  The time given to sell a small pen of sheep is .46 of a minute and .6 is the maximum so no time can be wasted.

Sheep coming from New S. Wales have to be re-trucked at Albury and four of their trucks are put into three Victorian trucks, 132 lambs go to a Vic. truck.  Always make your stock agent your friend, these agents differ from other agents.

QUESTION  NIGHT     13TH FEBRUARY 1945
Question Night and all men that gave lectures at these farming class meetings were there except Major De Ramsey.  Several questions were asked and answered and one about Dorset Horn lambs was of interest to me, these lambs are quick growing and one must get them to the market as soon as they are at their top, otherwise they soon grow into sheep like and when  killed and hung on a hook they look like a two tooth, butchers do not like them for this reason. 

                     Capt. Paterson in an answer to one question about dealing, said it was firmly advised any one to leave this game alone, if he did not have land to hold on to the stock for at least three months all men that relied on the roads to keep them went broke.  In dealing one has to be an extra good judge of stock and has to follow the markets very closely.  Corriedale Sheep first came from Merino ewe and Lincoln rams.

CAPTAIN  GREEN     27-2-1945

Captain Green gave another of his very interesting talks and this one was on Marketing & Different Marketing ways and these are to be given great thoughts by the Primary Producer and a lot of our ways have proved to be failures.  Our wool market is good and this is sold by auction to the highest bidder, at these sales, buyers come from all over the world, because we have over 80% of the worlds merino wool.

Wheat sales have proved to be a failure especially the Pooling system and all the pooling systems are the same.  The flour millar seems to control the price of wheat and bread, they have large interests in all “bakery’s”, even  when wheat is at a low price, bread stays round about the same price.  The only way to arrive at better prices for the producers is to cut out some of the retailers.

Our Australian meat before the war was sold here on Singapore at 3/- a lb (something wrong with that).  If this meat was sold at half that more would be sold and it would be better for people all round.  Mr. H. Clapp with his method of selling fruit drinks on all main stations in Victoria has done a great thing for the sale of fruit, this system has taken on right through out.

The egg and fruit boards were complete failures, but Mr. Clapp helped a lot with his method, not only did he get rid of such large quantities on the Victorian Stations but all stops throughout started on the same way of selling these drinks and so forth.

Butter is one thing that is sold at a reasonable price from the producer and is again sold by the retailer at a reasonable price and this we must try to do with all other things which we produce.

One place along the Murray River in South Australia is worth keeping in mind, it is a soldiers Settlement Block and somewhere about thirty blockies there and this is in charge of a man and an extra honest man he is and he is paid £500 a year but is worth far more.  These men co-operate together and if one cannot get his work done, his neighbours come and help him, but for this work done by the helpers, so much is taken out of the blockies profits and goes to the ones that helped.  All these men are making there way pay.  These blockies bought the local PUB and are also making it pay and the profits of it go to these men.  This hotel is equal to any in Australia and has 500 bedrooms and the tariff is 14/- a day and never no less than 250 people stay there.

CAPTAIN  GIBSON     6-3-1945

In the Eye Clinic gave us a little talk on Book Keeping, only two books needed to do this, a Cash Book and a Loose Ledger, this may cost round about £2-10-0.  In keeping figures in these books avoid noughts, as this will help to save making many mistakes.  In the Loose Ledger there are leaves which have not been lined downwards, these can be lined to your own likeness, especially where one wants extra columns, such as for keeping tally on sheep and so on.  The money one pays into the bank is always put down in the Debit side and the Debit side is always on the left of the page.
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SGT.  DENTON   ON WOOL SALES    13-3-1945
He gave a very good talk on Wool Sales and he worked with the largest wool firm in Australia, and explained the reclassing and also the bulk classing, interlotting and also said is in most cases best to sell in the big room, in this room one must have four bales or more.

Reclassing costs 3/8 of a penny, all this wool is taken out of the bales and put into new ones and branded.  

All bales, if one has a large lot, are not put into the big room to be sold, if one has four bales, two of these are put in as samples, that’s if they are of the same type.  If one has five bales then three are put in and if he has six, three are put in and so it goes on.  Most of our wool is now sold in Australia, at one time it went to England, now England is our largest buyer and they resell to other countries.  Germany and France comes next and Japan use about the same amount as Australia.

Japan uses British machinery in making up there wool, at one time they used machinery made in France with this they could only use or work with the course wools, now they can buy our fine merino wools.

After this it depends on America as to whether our wool market will continue to be good or not, if they use wool or the silk and it is very difficult to tell the difference when made up.  Silk wool or glass very good experts have been deceived on this.  Combing and Colouring are interesting also, in the Malley the wool is hard and the red dust making it this way, further south on about an inch discoloured and over in the Eastern district only the top is discoloured and in the Great Western district of Victoria on an average produces the best merino wool in the world.

Some say Tasmania, but the average fleece there is five pounds, as in the Western District the average weight is eight lbs.

This firm have an extra large room, to sell their fleece lots in, in this room the light is all the same, “no pillows” in it that throw shadows.  France were the first to complain about the poor light and shadows on the wool.

This room is an extra large one and I believe covers an acre of land.

German buyers are the keenest of all and are extra good judges.  Wool is judged by the Kinks in it, coarse wool have only a few and long way between and the finer the wool the more twists and more than the eye can see.

BOMBO  KEECHS     27-3-1945

This talk was setting up a farm of 320 acres and the lay out of this was very good, this “acreich” on good land should be enough for any one man to kick off on.

PTE.  DAVE  PACEY     4-4-1945

This was an English lad and he gave a talk on tractors, their pulling power and Kero and oil consumption and other little points, most of the large types use some two gallons an hour or more.  His opinion was to set a tractor at work as soon as one started it up, by doing this it warms up quicker, of course one would be running it on petrol.

CPL.  JOHNSON     TUESDAY   10-4-1945

A Queensland chap gave us a talk on growing BANANAS.  His experience was mostly on or along the Tweed River.  Most of the people  there do not own the land, they rent it and come to some arrangement about the home and improvements.

To grow bananas a good rainfall is needed and on a side of some of the hills is good.  These plants grow from suckers and one can by these by the 100 at 25/- from noted growers.

These plants are grown 10 ft by 10 feet apart, the hole dug is about one foot square and some manure can be put in this to kick them off.

It is always as well to keep the weeds down between the rows and the best way is by chipping, by the method it not only gets rid of the weeds but also loosens the ground up and leaves the air into it therefore the ground does not become sour.  Once a year the ground has to be dug up with a fork like Changkol, this costs the grower £3-15- an acre a fair man can dig an acre in four days.  Expenses with these as with growing of other things a case costs 1/-, cartage to the station 9d to 1/- freight to Sydney, selling expenses and to put into the ripening shed will cost around about 4/- and round about the average price is 25/- or some years up to 30/- a case and since being over here £2/-/- a case.

Bananas are always graded and they grow in all sizes, six inches and up to ten inches or more.  A case when packed weighs one cwt. and perhaps there might be up to 80 dozen in a case, of course according to size.  

Bananas take round about sixteen months to bare and from then onwards they bare all the year round, some bunches weigh up to 100 lbs or more.

Once a palm bares it is cut down and you have new suckers always coming up from the same root, only about one sucker to come at a time, the others are killed with a special tool.

Once you have your plants in and if cared for in the right way and manured, they should last fifteen years or more.  Very little disease amongst them and they are always picked green, this is so they will pack and travel better.

To measure one of these one must always measure on the outer bend, a ten inch one may look much smaller to the eye than this.

Once a crop starts to bare well, one can get two cases a week of an acre.

GUNNER  BOAZMAN     TUESDAY    17-4-1945

Boazman came from Queensland and has been a patient in our skin ward for a long time, his trouble was Pellagra, and the son of Doctor Boazman, Parkes, New South Wales, and a very fine gentleman.

Boazmans talk was on the Prickly Pear Country of Queensland.  In 1905 very little of this pear was up there, it like other of our pests was imported.  There are three different types of this pear and they all grow on the poor country as well as the good.

In 1908 this pear started to get a hold in the country and is spread about in all different ways, birds will carry it, emus and kangaroos will spread it by their droppings.  This pear grows very thickly, but it is possible to ride through it, it grows to a height of 12 feet or more and the average height from six to eight feet.

By 1928 this Prickly Pear had a great hold of the State and also a part of Northern N.S.Wales and it looked as if it would take control of the state as they had no way of controlling it.  When out  it would or could be on the ground or fence for twelve months or more and grow after that, cutting and pruning was tried, but this was too slow and other methods were tried, but they could not cope with the growth of it.  In latter years a fly or some insect was brought out from America I think and this fly proved to be a success, each one laying a large number of eggs these eggs had to be collected, which was no small job, as they were layed at the end of the leaf of the pear in a small spear like case.

When collected they were sold out to the different farms at so much a thousand and these were then put onto the bushes by the owner of the land and in this was the prickly pear bush was “distroyed”, they multiplied very fast and also worked very fast.

These grubs worked something like a white ant, when hatched they bored into the stem or trunk of the bush and worked in the inside out of the light and in very short time the plant was down.  These grubs are yellow with black circles.  

Sheep or cattle could live on Prickly Pear and some would do well on them, while others would not, this seemed to depend on whether they drunk much water or not, if they did, well it was just too bad.

Emus were in this pear by the score and a bonus was given for each egg, one shilling and for a head 2/6 but as usual it turned into a racket, eggs were not collected and therefore more heads were got so high money was made at it.

After this land was rid of the pest it became very good, although it took perhaps two or three years to get a good body of grass on it, the first year a great crop of scotch thistle grew on it and they grew up to eight feet high or more and very dense, but after the first year they gave no trouble, different grass seeds were thrown about and in a short time a good growth was there and this country could easy enough carry a sheep to two acres.

Land is very cheap to buy, after buying and putting improvements on, it ran into a little over 13/- an acre, 5/- for the land perhaps, fencing, watering, housing and building, the only catch is that it is a long way from a railway station.

Boazman’s place was eighty miles and it cost £2-15- a ton to get anything carted out.

This prickly pear does not injure the wool in any way, as wool from these districts have often topped the market at the Brisbane sales, even though these sharp needle points are in the wool these can quite easily be taken out in the cleaning process therefore costing no more.

In shearing the grazier has to supply special trousers, breast plate and a few other things for the shearer otherwise the shearing costs is the same.

Rounding up on some of these stations is a very difficult job and this man put 1000 out in his area of 9000 acres and in the first two days with two helpers they rounded up 600, but it took them three weeks before finding the 1000.

A good dog is needed as sheep in this class of country never go about in flocks, perhaps 10 here and another 50 there and so on, these sheep get very wild as they are mostly kept for their wool, therefore are only rounded up perhaps once a year.

Aggistment on this country runs into about £25 to £30 a thousand and to rent it anywhere around one penny to twopence an acre, nearer the stations railway sixpence.

Rainfall mostly in the summer months and about a 20 inch average although up to 40 inches and down to 8 inches have been known.  In this country other good timbers grow.

Death Adders are very numerous in these parts, they sleep all day and get around at night, so most people in these areas would not go out without a light.

DAVE  PACEY     TUESDAY 24-4-1945
This English lad gave a very interesting talk on the farming machinery of England.  Their potato sowers and diggers and many other types are different to ours.  For some things they plough up to eighteen inches deep and for wheat four inches.

GORDON  STEWART     1-5-1945      BUTCHERING

This talk was mainly on the cutting up of a beast.  The best size most of them liked, a bullock that is round about the seven cwt. mark and when killed and hung the next move is to saw or cut one down, a good man can cut one down the center in a few smacks with his knife, if one is poor at the game he will run off to the side of the back bone, then this is known as the rich and poor mans side, after this cut into quarters and on a beast two ribs are always left on the hind quarters and on a good beast the hind quarters should always be about ten pound heavier than the front or this is how the butcher likes them, as hind quarters are worth more than front when selling out.

Brine is quite easily made, add enough salt to the water so as to float and egg or potato.

PTE.  MAURICE  JONES     8-5-1945     POTATOES

This was the first time this chap attempted a talk of this kind and he covered a large area and did a fair job considering.  He manured very heavily round about 7 cwt. to the acre and to sow an acre with seed it takes at least five bags, these are cut up and limed before sowing and planted two and a half inches deep to four inches according to the potato sown.  In each part sown, one eye as a rule is enough, if one has too many eyes you may get too many sprouts and as a rule this is no good.  Quite a lot to learn in this game.

PTE. BOB  WHITE     15-5-1945

A talk on Western Land Leases of New South Wales.  Out there it takes about ten acres to run a sheep.  Rainfall is very light, rabbits in the thousands pigs and wild dogs, transport is high and dust storms great.  Not many white people work on these stations and these stations of thousands of acres are leased by the big wool firms mostly.

22-5-1945     GRAY on  POTATOES     this man from the Goulburn area N.S.W.  First of all the soil and he prepared red Volcanic and as a rule never cut his seed as some do.  He planted his rows about two feet 3 inches apart or two feet six inches apart and the seed in those rows about twenty inches and four and five inches deep.  He believed in the harrows very much and even worked them quite a lot after the plants were up six inches or more this was to keep the weeds out.

One has to keep the top well worked.

Different spuds have different coloured flowers and are mostly picked sometime after the flowers wither off, there is no need to hurry in digging them, as if dug to soon they will bruise easier and therefore will not keep or one will not get the same returns for them.

His average crop was about seven tons to the acre and the average price £7-   Sixteen tons was the best crop grown here.  One had to get £5- a ton to clear expenses and after getting £6- or more the money starts to come in.  Up to 1/3 a bag is paid for digging and a good digger can get his fifteen bags a day.  To grade in the field when digging, one must have an extra good man otherwise if you have not, the sample is poor and the grower gets a bad name and of course spoils the sale.

TUESDAY MAY 29TH    No meeting this evening.

TUESDAY JUNE 5TH      I missed this meeting and an English chap spoke on the cutting up of a beast and butchering.

CHARLIE  IRONMONGER     Tuesday 12-6-1945      DAIRYING WEST. AUST.

In this talk he hit on some very good points and a cow that gives 350 lbs of butter fat per year is very good and round about 300 to 350 would be the average, first class cows go up to 500 or so.  It isn’t a wise move to feed too much on concentrated foods, but bran in the dry seasons is quite good and oats in the winter, oats give heat to the body and that is what a cow needs.  Cold wind will put a cow off producing so always try and have shelter for them.

Nine to ten months is long enough to milk a cow, breed a calf every twelve months, so leave her to rest for at least two or three months.

It is quite easy to dry a cow off, miss a few times and at last leave her absorb what she has in her bag, into her body again, this goes into fat and is much needed for her, always have them in good nick when coming in.

Second Talk     19-6-1945    and this one on diseases in cattle.  We have very few of these in Australia.  Milk Fever is one we often come up against, and this is always the good cows that get it and is really not a fever.  Before going down with this the cow gets weak in the hind quarters and walks as if on the drunk side and the dung turns hard and green.  When down they stretch right out and then turn their heads back into the flank doing this for a time, then after awhile they go unconscious and this is the time one can loose them.  The main course for the fever as it is called, is by taking too much milk from the cow at once, in this milk is much calcium and the cow suffers by the taking away of too much of this, so it is better not to take all of the milk away for a start.  The cure is as we know by blowing the udder up and this stops the cow from producing more milk for the time being and is so cured in a very short time.

Always give salt and bone meal daily and a good idea feed calves in small bails this stops them from sucking one another.  Keep all containers clean, cows well feed and this plays a very important part in keeping away diseases.

26-6-1945
Again touched on some very interesting points.  How to judge a good cow.  Back nice and straight, wide between the eyes, wide nostrils and mouth.  Hips well apart and also well in from the hind points, these points need to be well apart also as it makes it easy for a cow to calve.  Udder must be square also, starting well up at the rear and going well along the belly, teats set well up on the four corners.  For showing purposes Linseed Meal brings out the gloss on the coat, of course they are clipped, rugged and washed, horns polished.

Always feed salt and bone meal as this is much needed, plenty of water about 12gallons a day for a cow and all the feed she can take.

To throw a bull or cow, the simple way is the main one, that is the same as one throws a calf, tie it up by the head then with a rope, loop round the neck, two half hitches round the body and pull back aways, this stops the circulation of blood therefore the beast falls and a child can then hold it.

WALLY  SHELDON      L/CPL.       3-7-1945
He gave an illustration on the budding and grafting of the fruit trees.  In grafting only stone fruit to stone fruit and pip to pip.  Apples and pears can be grown on the one tree.  For further advice on this one can get it all from the Department of Agriculture.

TUESDAY 10-7-1945
This time on the laying out of an Orchid and a few other points.  It is always advisable to select a flat or some ground on an “eastly” slope.  Trees are planted round about twenty feet apart any closer makes it difficult for working and draining purposes.  Draining is a thing that is needed in most parts if soil gets water logged and fruit just will not grow as the ground gets salted up and so forth.  Yearling trees are always best to buy and the hole needed for such about fourteen inches deep, manure ordinary super and fowl manure into the bottom of the hole, blood and bone manure is also good.

It takes a tree about four years to bare.  Never try to get them to bare too young.

17-7-1945  

This subject was on the pests mainly in apples and pears and no doubt there is a lot to put up with in this line.

Spraying is one of the main ways at getting rid of the moth, swift and most others, different sprays and material can be used.  Thinning of apples is another important thing, some apples will not form well if not thinned out, others do this themselves by dropping off at different periods.  This thinning is done just after the fruit has formed.

Manuring of the trees, it is a mistake to put the manure too close to the butt of the tree as this only “incourages” grass to grow and therefore pests and grubs can breed up against the tree, put the manure out around about ten feet, the feeders will go out that far easy enough.  If a tree is ten feet high the feeders will go out ten feet.

Catch crops are not advisable as when these are growing and taking the moisture this is also when the fruit tree is also needing the moisture.  Fowl manure is extra good for fruit trees.

TUESDAY 24-7-1945

ALL LECTURES AND INTERTAINMENTS PUT OFF, AN I.J.A. ORDER.
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